February 17, 2015Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 17, 2015 @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Councilor Skyler Breitenstein - via remote connection.
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Mike Myer who owns the sign on 2nd Ave: The City called about removing the sign because a resident had asked for the sign to be moved. He was wondering if he could move it to a new spot. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he was not sure, he knows it is grandfathered in where it is at now and if it moves it will be outside of Oronoco. Councilor Trish Shields asked if it needed to go to P & Z. (small discussion on where the sign is and what was on it) Mayor Kevin McDermott asked if maybe an address could be put on it to clarify where to find your business because it is on a dead end now and not on 18 anymore. Mike said it used to be a landmark but if residents want it down, I can take it down. Councilor Trish Shields stated that she is not sure if it is a City thing, maybe talk to township about moving locations. Mike asked if a development was going up there. Council stated that there is one coming in. Mike: I know they can’t put a sign up because mine was grandfathered in. It has been there over 20 years. I can move it if I need to but I can’t move it to a different location and I don’t want to completely take it down. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that unless we get pounded with calls, I don’t see any hazard with leaving it. The rest of Council agreed with the Mayor. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: unless you have a desire to move it, you can keep it where it is. Mike stated that if there are any issues, please let him know. He is willing to work with the City on making everyone happy.
3rd call, public forum closed at 7:10pm

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Lee Rossman. Note that he is not present. Moved ahead with the meeting.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 1; house fire yesterday. Pine Island was called to help assist.
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Tilford home: spring training burn 
4. New truck update. Getting new equipment for the new fire truck. 
5. Fight for air climb Sat 2/21
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:  8;  1 city & 7 township    
2. Meeting Minutes: meeting was canceled because of bad weather.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Meeting Minutes:  canceled
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Joint Resolution and Orderly Annexation Agreement. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained what the ordinance was. Mayor Kevin McDermott, City Clerk Sandy Jessen, and Township Board Chair Mark Thein got together to discuss the agreement since it had been some time since the last one. The township asked to change the pricing percentage in the agreement. Township uses the City Hall for meetings and other, with the cost of heat and so forth, that amount was factored in because they have not been required to pay for anything before. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Joint Resolution and Orderly Annexation Agreement with the township, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, voice vote all ayes, all in favor, motion carried.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes: February 9, 2015. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that the Gold Rush Committee are still looking for a few voting members and a few at large members have joined. There was also discussion on computer programing to update software. 
2. City-Wide Gold Rush Ordinance: The committee will sit down in April to go over the proposed changes for the garage sale permits for Gold Rush Days. Fred is helping with this. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that after looking through Fred’s email today that we can dial it out in the next month and go ahead with a public meeting after. Councilor Beau Hanenberger asked Attorney Fred Suhler about enforcement of the gathering permit. He read the section to council. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that it was a crime and explained why. It is a misdemeanor offence. If someone is doing something wrong, its wrong, and it is however you as a City want to deal with it. Attorney Fred Suhler explained in further detail how far you can go with it if the police department is involved. Councilor Trish Shields asked if the ordinance would require cease and desist language? Further discussion went on about violations. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst stated that the point is is that within the gathering permit language that if they set up earlier, can we enforce it? Attorney Fred Suhler said that if they have a gathering permit, and they don’t follow it, then he would be in violation of it. If you go through a process, follow the process, and if they don’t they are in violation of it. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said that we are trying to make this as fair for every one and not be a deterrent, but we are trying to find a way to make it as smooth as we can for all the venders and the time they set up. Fred is not sure what a judge would do because there is not a suggested fine that is payable for violating the Gold Rush Ordinance. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that the police officers will come in and look at our ordinances and follow what is recommended. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst suggested taking it back to the committee. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Skyler if Attorney Fred Suhler should be present at the March Gold Rush meeting? Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that he is only one person but he is for that. There will be a cost with it but I think we have the means to do that. That will be on the 2nd Monday on March 9th at 6pm. Fred would be in Chatfield. Mayor Kevin McDermott could entertain moving the time to 5:30. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said the trouble would be the time for those who get off work around that time. What about a different day? Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about a special meeting for this discussion alone? Suggestion was to put out an email for a day that works with everyone. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that the March meeting could be changed too. Discussion continued on times and dates. The decision was to put out an email for the 3rd weekend in March. On the 16th.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Ryan Cradick, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: February 2, 2015. Planning a clean up in April.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; progress update.  FYI. We received a letter from the bond company and they are reviewing the information.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Road Turnback; waiting for meeting updates.
2. Sealcoating 2015: request estimates. Soliciting quotes for council in about June or July. Mayor Kevin M. McDermott made a motion to approve that area of town for the last seal coat and having Joe put the quotes together for Council, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Shouldering 2015: request estimates. Engineer Joe Palen and public works staff had gone out to evaluate the condition of certain shoulders in town. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that Cain can do a dry run and get a list of spots, and then Engineer Joe Palen can put together a bid. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst put it out there that he was available too to help locating the problem areas.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  February 12, 2015. Short meeting about getting ready for the public hearing next month at 7:05pm Councilor Beau Hanenberger continued on with what P&Z discussed. Another items was solar and having something in place for it.
2. Public Hearing Heng garage height Variance: Public hearing set for March 12th at 7:05pm. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said that he has talked to the Jech’s and the Heng’s have not come to him from a covenant stand point. What they are requesting does not meet covenant and the Heng’s were asked to get plans to the Jech’s over a year ago. If it is approved and built, the Jech’s could tell them to take the garage down. Councilor Trish Shields asked about a Homeowner’s Association. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said no, that the Jech’s still take care of it. I will share the information with Brian (Chair of P&Z) too.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  January 27, 2015.
2. MOU:  MPCA & County updates. Engineer Joe Palen explained what it was. Item 8 was updated by the County. We have made some minor modifications but it is very close to what we discussed. It is in the cover letter. One of them was routing the document, so it is very small modifications. The County is having their public hearing tonight. We talked about putting the agreement in place to hopefully have that 5 year window. Engineer Joe Palen suggested following the cover letter for how to proceed with the document after it is signed. Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to approve the MOU: MPCA and County updates that Engineer Joe Palen and the County made and have City staff complete and send it in following the instructions of the cover letter, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried. 
3. Sewer timeline. Committee discussed a treatment plan. Engineer Joe Palen came to the meeting and we went over pros and cons over the 7 sites. After discussion, 3, 4, and 5 were not desirable. (small discussion on the other sites) #7 was the Pine Island connection. Councilor Trish Shields said that I feel satisfied that we have gone a step and beyond and the public would be happier with the options and the effort of further research of these sites. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst stated that the committee submitted the check for a researcher to come out and look at it and have made calls to others for additional help. Things are still moving. Looking at tabling it till we get more information. Councilor Trish Shields said we also need more information from Pine Island. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that with this research, that will help answer many questions including the ones about Pine Island. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to table the sewer project discussion for this time and thank the Committee, Stantec and Joe for their work so far, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried. Engineer Joe Palen suggested laying out a time line with the critical things we need to be aware of and keeping things on track. It would take me about 4 hours, nothing fancy. We should do this before hearing anything from PI. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst agreed with Joe about showing how important this is. Engineer Joe Palen said that he can make it both ways, one branch with Pine Island and the other with the cities own treatment plant, Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to approve Joe’s work for a timeline, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
4. PPL Application for C & F: authorize signature. Engineer Joe Palen said that the application is something Sheila and I are working on together for records. When we move forward and look for funding, it’s another piece of the puzzle that will help. I think we need that in place. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst made a motion to approve the PPL Application, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Lighting for City Sign - Councilor Ryland Eichhorst will be writing/sending grant applications to Bremer Bank and Peoples Cooperative organizations for funding.
B. Audio system; still looking at systems.
C. OCUS bill; Mayor Kevin McDermott is suggesting to have Attorney Fred Suhler send a letter back, with the help of Attorney Fred Suhler writing it for the City. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to make it clear in the letter that people ran their water for pipes not to freeze. It was not a mandate to run water but it was suggested. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to authorize Attorney Fred Suhler to send a letter to the Utility Service LLC with Fred’s wording, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that there is no contract with them and the City does not recognize them as a utility. Discussion on the fact that it was not metered and cannot see how you can determine usage with any customer; all in favor, motion carried.
D. Cedar Woodlands septic. Attorney Fred Suhler suggested not turning the septic over to the individual. At this point in time the bank owns that property and made it clear that they do not want to deal with the septic system. If they do not want it, Mayor Kevin McDermott is suggesting the City to look at it. Kevin: I am not sure what the cost will be. I would like to see if it could be givin to us, before it gets thrown back to that individual. Attorney Fred Suhler feels like we would be mucking around in someone else’s business relationship. The homeowners association has nothing to do with it and does not want anything to do with it. Mayor Kevin McDermott: the point I was going with is that the bank is in possession and they don’t want anything to do with it. I just thought the City could look into it. Attorney Fred Suhler discussed some litigation issue that could come up if the individual is still involved with it. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned for Fred to investigate this issue; to see if the bank owns it and if they have sole ownership of everything. And then bring it back to see if council would like to do anything with it, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried.
E. Bevcomm’s rates increased
F. Zumbro Watershed Renewal:  $35.  Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to approve the renewal of the Zumbro Watershed for $35, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*   Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 807 Timberline Drive





new construction

2. 920 Woodlands Ln SE





new construction

3. 970 Woodlands Ln SE





new construction

4. 440 Eagle View Ln SE





new construction

5. 980 Woodlands Ln SE





new construction

6. 1170 Istas Ln SW







basement finish

7. 1400 W Center St







basement finish

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  1-20-2015
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT:  Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 8:26pm, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
____________________________________
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