November 17, 2015Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Tuesday, November 17, 2015
Public Hearing @ 6:45pm

Regular City Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 7pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Beau Hanenberger, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst, Engineer Joe Palen, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire. 
Absent: none
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the Agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. Public Hearing: Water bill Assessments. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott opened the Special Assessment Public Hearing at 6:45pm.
a) Heather Bestler, speaking on behalf of Olmsted County in Property Records, gave a background of the property. Property: 440 1st Ave NE. County is requesting that the assessment not be added on to the property. They have a fear that the property will not sell with the assessments added onto it. Mayor Kevin McDermott thanked Heather for her time. The vote on the assessment is later in the meeting.
b) Clerk Sandy Jessen brought up two (2) requests for deferment. One is senior citizen deferment (140 1st Ave NE) and the other is an income deferment (25 2nd Ave SW). The paperwork was sent by email to Council.

Mayor Kevin McDermott closed the Special Assessment Public Hearing at 6:59pm.
V. PUBLIC FORUM  
Bob Decklever – Forestview LN. Water line found and located it 4 1/2 feet under the road. He is requesting a reimbursement for part of the cost for excess water use and excavation. Under the City Code it reads that City is responsible for up to the curb stop. Engineer Joe Palen explained how the City Code reads and that the developer is involved too. Attorney Fred Suhler urged Bob to consult his own legal to see if he falls in the statute for suing. There is a statute of limitation for underground defects. Bob said that it will not go that far but feels he should get some reimbursement.  He is asking for $1000 from the City. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that Council will talk it over but no decision will be made tonight and thanked Bob for coming in.
Mayor Kevin McDermott called for Public Forum 3 times and closed it at 7:06pm.

VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Lee Rossman; Lee is leaving and Sgt. Chris Wallace will take his place.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 0  
2. Meeting Minutes
3. New truck update: Fire Department has the truck now.
4. Received a $2000 IBM Technology Grant. Council thanked Dan.
5. Elections next month

6. Payroll: $4885. Down a little from last year. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve Fire Department payroll for $4885, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 9 Runs:  4 Township, 5 City
2. Meeting Minutes 
3. Elections: Director-Jeff Allhiser, Asst. Dir-Nate Winkels, Secretary- Toni Allhiser, Training- Tim Winkels. 
4. Payroll:  $5438. Mayor Kevin McDermott  motioned to accept the 1st Responder payroll at $5438, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
5. Stokes basket, rope bags, and other. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that Gold rush approved the cost already. Jeff retracted and said they would use their funds for something else then. Councilor Trish Shields said she signed the checks and 1st responders should get it in a few days.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. Scene Lights: 2 x $600. Dan explained what Pat was looking at. Mayor Kevin McDermott said they are nice. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve 2 scene lights for $1200, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion about storage) all in favor, motion carried.
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Meeting Minutes:  no meeting in November.
· PTO: we are looking at shortening times of increases from 10 and 20 years to 5 and 10 years. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained his thoughts on the subject for being in favor of a change. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said that it is appropriate to change it to the 5 to 10 instead of 10/20. Councilor Trish Shields said she likes it as well. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to change the longevity from 10/20 years to 5/10 years and change it in the Personal Policy Manual, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
· Friday Coverage. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that this is an ongoing issue. I am sure office staff would like to take off Fridays too if they could. It is in the policy manual. I think it’s important to have Friday coverage. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein went over instances of things that have happened to help explain why he thinks it is important to have Friday coverage with the Public Works Department. Councilor Trish Shields said that she thinks it is a necessity. We work for the public not for ourselves. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said it should be the same hours as the office staff. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Let the minutes reflect that Council affirms the current policy.
· Spending limit (Sandy & Kevin): raise from $500 to $1000. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to increase the spending amount from $500 to $1000 for Mayor Kevin McDermott and Clerk Sandy Jessen, (Mayor Kevin McDermott explains why they are asking for an increase. It is for emergency situations, not to spend money for the sake of spending money), Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, (discussion: Councilor Beau Hanenberger feels that no one should have that authority except for the Mayor. Clerk Sandy Jessen explained that Kevin, Sandy, and Skyler are bonded and there should at least be two people in case one is not available. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Mayor Kevin McDermott, and Clerk Sandy Jessen are the only ones that are signatures. Discussion continued about why and amount.) Councilor Ryland Eichhorst makes a friendly amendment that the spending is for emergency situations, all in favor, motion carried.
· Health Stipend vs. Insurance: estimates have been requested. 
· Council Payroll: Mayor Kevin McDermott $2700, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein $2400, Councilor Trish Shields $2400, Councilor Beau Hanenberger $2400, and Councilor Ryland Eichhorst $2400.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve council payroll as itemized for 2015, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
· Approved paid meetings: policy starting in January. Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to change meetings from 48 to 60 starting January 2016, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, discussion about what qualifies as a paid meeting: if you show up without approval – it will not be a paid meeting. Most of Council attended roughly 77 meetings already this year. Some meetings that council gets invited to can become spendy and council agrees that some approval system is good, all in favor, motion carried.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2015 - 16 Assessment of Water Fees. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to bring the deferments back to the December meeting. For Olmsted County, I struggle with, it has been ongoing and it is $1137.42 of assessments that should and could be paid. On this one, I understand what County states; I would entertain waiving it until the property is sold. It should not be signed off on until water is connected and fees are paid in full. Kevin went into the history of the property. Councilor Trish Shields stated that the family made a choice knowingly and the assessments are appropriate; I would agree to entertain not assessing further until it is built upon. I agree with Kevin. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst agrees with capping it but at the same time, County plans to bare the cost of capping the well. County is capping the well this week for $850. Heather explained that County could offer the land to adjoining landowners or it could go to auction, she is not sure yet. Clerk Sandy Jessen said neighbors are interested in it. The house is still standing but it is not occcupiable. Mayor Kevin McDermott understands the cost of capping the well but…. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked if County has set the appraisal. Heather does not have the appraisal amount – it has just been appraised for land only. It is a big chunk of land, about 30 acres. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to assess the amount of $1137.42 and forgo monthly charges until water hook up can be obtained, Mayor Kevin McDermott second. (Discussion about what happens if it does not get built upon. It is governed by City Ordinance. Clerk Sandy Jessen said that they would have to maintain the property.) All in favor, motion carried. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned for the remaining parcels, except the 2 for deferment, to be assessed per Resolution 2015-16 Water Assessments, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion about deferments) voice vote all ayes;  Resolution 2015-16 is approved.    

Mayor Kevin McDermott moved to reconsider Resolution 2015-16 Water Assessment, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, all in favor, motion carried. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to include the 2 deferments that was left out of Resolution 2015-16 Water Assessment for water fees; now including those 2 parcels back into Resolution 2015-16. Voice vote all ayes, motion carried.
2. Ordinance 2015 -7 Accessory Buildings. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to approve ordinance 2015-7 for Accessory Buildings, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion about roof line) voice vote all ayes. Ordinance 2015-7 approved.
3. Ordinance 2015-8 Solar Regulations. Councilor Beau Hanenberger made a motion to approve 2015-8 for the new Solar Ordinance, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion about thanking P& Z for drawing the ordinances up), voice vote all ayes; Ordinance 2015-8 approved.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes: October 19, 2015. Donation checks have been sign. This would not be possible without the volunteers. A few requests were declined. We are still looking for 2 members to serve on the Gold Rush Committee; it can be from township or City.
2. Outstanding Citizen Award: request for volunteers. Still looking for a few members. I would like to see this established regardless of whoever is on council.
3. ROW: turnover to Gold Rush. With MN Ave turnback and ROW, we have people where ROW is enforced and some that are not enforced during Gold Rush. As a committee, we were just wondering, so we brought it back to you. Attorney Fred Suhler said that what you are asking is if it can be enforced, and it can be. He explained why it is so. I think part of the issue is that the road right of way varies on different streets. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein is looking into utilizing ROW that has not been utilized during Gold Rush before. Councilor Beau Hanenberger is looking into making it fair for everyone. Some ROWS are 50 feet and some are 20. We are just looking at making it more consistent.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Ryan Cradick, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: November 2, 2015  
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
1. River Restoration Project: Pre-con Meeting Notes were in the packets.
2. Tainter gate. We can keep one gate. We will have to store it for a little while. The idea is that there will be an historic overlook and keep it as an historic piece of our community. The contractor said they can save us one.  Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to save a tainter gate, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, (discussion about the power box wheel. It has already been removed.) All in favor, motion carried.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Volunteer Appreciation Dinner (also as a budget request for 2016- approx. $350/year). Will be brought back to December.
2. CC Room heater  - removed.
3. Senior’s Exercise Group fee. Last month it was passed for $30. The group approached someone on Gold Rush to use the Gold Rush room to save the fee because it is not funded. They can not use the room because of the stairs. We talked to staff about it. The Seniors Group does not pay, so I don’t think the senior exercise group should. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to waive the fee for the exercise group, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, Clarify that they are present during business hours only, all in favor, motion carried.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. Shop Updates: grates in, copier purchased, tools purchased.
2. Old Shop: estimate for mold abatement $20,000 plus building repairs to prevent recontamination or a new building approx. $30,000, or possibly sell (there are three separate lots). Mayor Kevin McDermott is unsure on how to proceed. Mold is not good and it seems like a lot of money. Councilor Trish Shields ask if we are required to abate if we tear it down. Clerk Sandy Jessen said she looked at the state laws and looked under Olmsted County. Whoever tears it down would have to be suited up. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein suggested to do a training burn. Attorney Fred Suhler said that there is an organic hazard and precaution should be taken. Councilor Beau Hanenberger could understand burning it but what about Gold Rush. Clerk Sandy Jessen explained that Gold Rush and the City are two separate entities. Councilor Trish Shields stated that that was one of the reasons we built the new building. The old building needs to be taken down. It is unsafe. Brenda a Rep from America’s Best stated that anything taken out of the building will contaminate the new place it is moved to – which was explained to Cain. The mold numbers are really high. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst asked to table it. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about how things get cleaned when it’s removed. Brenda gave suggestions and said they are willing to help in any way. Mayor Kevin McDermott: For the building itself, tare the steel off and burn the rest. Dan stated that it does not have much training value. We would have to come up with a training value; we can’t just burn stuff because we are the Fire Department. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked for it to be tabled. Councilor Beau Hanenberger said that Cain was still hauling stuff to the new shop today. This needs to be nipped in the butt. Brenda said it really does need to stop! The mold report is bad, the levels are high. So they really shouldn’t be doing that. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst said he would talk to Cain and ask him to cease and desist. 
3. Signs: received and will start to install this fall
4. Tree work; there is $5000 left in the budget. Cain is working with Arborists to remove trees public works is not comfortable taking down. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve $5000 for tree work yet this fall. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; all in favor, motion carried.
5. Bobcat bid: blade $1574 or $1710.50. 72. Money is left in the budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the 6ft snow blade for the bobcat, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, (discussion about which is better – the 7ft or 6ft), Mayor Kevin McDermott friendly amendment to allow Cain to purchase the one he needs; all in favor, motion carried.
6. Water Use / metered billing for contractors. There has been some confusion. I thought when we talked about this last time, we bought a meter but evidently we did not buy a meter. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion that we buy the correct meter to mount on our fire hydrant or at City hall, that will be the designated are, that will be where a contractor will come to hook up to water, they will not be able to hook up at any other hydrant, only during office hours, and hydrants locked; (discussion that this was discussed and motioned on before and about public works enforcing it) – left up to Cain to purchase correct meter and placed, if someone is caught using water it is a $250 fine; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein to affirm directive in the spring or be done as soon as possible. All in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. 2nd Ave SE: waterway. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst explained what the traffic is like, how many houses and the reasons he would like the road to be widened. $2000 or $1500 plus asphalt cost and approaches. Then it would be a 20 foot pass. It is narrow there. If there is money in the budget to take care of it this year, that would be great. I think the citizens of the area would be grateful if it was widened. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that complaints there have been speeding. I have concerns about the speeding especially if we widen it. I am not sure about it being down this year. Clerk Sandy Jessen said to keep it in mind in the spring, road repairs will be looked at then and it can be added to the list. Councilor Trish Shields asked for Engineer Joe Palen’s opinion. Engineer Joe Palen said the problem with the road is to build it up and it would cost a lot of money. It is a complicated solution if you want to do it right. Mayor Kevin McDermott said we can take a look at it next spring and put it on the list to look at.
2. 3rd Ave SW – Councilor Beau Hanenberger explained that the road is already being abused. We just need to keep it in the back of our minds to have them repair it.
Mayor Kevin McDermott gave a 5 minute recess - reconvened at 8:30pm.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes: November 12, 2015. Discussed committee leadership change.
2.  Solar Ordinance (public hearing) November 12. Vote above.
3. Accessory Buildings Ordinance (public hearing) November. Vote stated above.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: November 10, 2015. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst went over meetings attended. At one meeting there was concern about district B, C and F; clarification discussion on that. He also listed upcoming meetings and what they will be about.
2. PI Joint Meeting: November 16, 2015. It was an overview of meetings over the last month. It was a good meeting. As we get into Public Hearing sessions, the concern is that we need more of a constructive response on how we are handling regionalization. Looking to add verbiage into the lobbing bill. PI is supportive of the project, but our timelines are not matching up. It is staying on a positive note. 
3. Cold Weather water procedure. Notification shall be sent out by City staff to check temps as the temp drops and to have residents run their water if the temp is below 40 degrees and add it to the website and FB. City is not responsible for damages if residents do not check their water. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion that public is notified by all avenues when the temp is at 40 or below and if there is damage and you have not checked and ran your water, City will not be responsible, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, discussion, all in favor, motion carried.
4. Wastewater Bonding proposal updates with MPCA and PFA. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst stated that B, C, and F are on the project priority list. Talking with Jeff if we do not submit in separate sheets it would show up as 0. It would be better to have a dollar figure and pro rate it to each area. Fill out sheets and submit by the end of the week. It makes our projects look viable. Engineer Joe Palen said that he had talked to Councilor Ryland Eichhorst about the same conclusion. I do think that Jeff wants to see this done, and will be supportive of us. He is the one who helped us with the grant funding for the water project. If he thinks it’s important, I think we should make crude estimates and give him what he wants. (Discussion continued about budget amounts and being stuck to B, C, and F.) Mayor Kevin McDermott said he wants to make sure this won’t hinder us going after our 19 million. Councilor Ryland Eichhorst explained that he does not think it will hinder the project cost and explained why. Engineer Joe Palen agreed with Councilor Ryland Eichhorst. (Discussion about bonding and project.) Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Engineer Joe Palen to do the paperwork and send it this week, Councilor Ryland Eichhorst second, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said he appreciates all the time everyone put into this, all in favor, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Gov Office e-payment this is a free service to the City, all fees are paid by the customer (under 3% or $1.50). Councilor Trish Shields explained the cost. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve the Gov Office E-payment for the City, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, discussion on security, all in favor, motion carried.
B. 2016 CEDA Contract. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the 2016 CEDA Contract, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
C. Publish Tree Bids. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to publish the tree bids for the upcoming year, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
D. Capital credit received from Peoples Co-Op: FYI.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Sign: January 2016 the CERT grant would be awarded. Hopefully we will receive a portion… it looks favorable.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
1. 1st Ave SE: Fred / letter: Fred looked at it the other day. The reality is that the City has not sought to improve the road. I am prepared to send them a letter to not be doing that to our right of way. The electrical and water main is being used in the utilities ROW. Do we have an objection to growing grass on the right of way? Not all of it is his property, part of it belongs to the gentlemen across the road. The rocks could be asked to be removed. If we want to put gravel down we can do that. You may not like what they are doing but you have not improved the road. I am sure other places in town are like that too. I understand the concerns. Councilor Trish Shields said that the concern is the obvious landscaping to make it appear that it is no longer a public road but to appear as a private piece. Councilor Beau Hanenberger also stated that the property owner has claimed the ROW as their property and expresses that to others. Attorney Fred Suhler said that it is City ROW and can be used as City sees fit. On the other hand, if we don’t improve it or maintain it I don’t think we can tell someone what is going on. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he hears what has been said, in my opinion the power pole is right in the way of the road. I would entertain it being vacated with a unity easement for the power. I don’t foresee us doing anything with it. There is a terrible hill there. Discussion on obvious driveway they installed. Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire explained that they have received numerous letters about their driveway, property lines, and landscaping every year for years. They have planted grass over the gravel of the road. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked to walk it again and put it on the task list when it warms up for Fred and staff to reevaluate.
2. League Dues $1,561. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the League dues and MMA dues, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
3. MMA due $30. Motioned above.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA* Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the Consent Agenda, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1.  101 12th Ln SW




shed
2. 1400 W Center St




garage

3. 720 Timberline Dr SE


new construction

4. 25 2nd St SW





retaining wall

5. 15 2nd Ave SW





demolition

6. 540 Vintage Rd NW



basement finish

7. 105 4th St SE





plumbing

8. 740  Woodsview Ln SW

shed

9. 855 Cedar Pt Ln SE



new construction

10. 560 Sunnyview Ln SW


new construction

11. 307 12th Ln SW





alterations 

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  10-20-2015
D. FINANCIALS

1. Bremer Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT: Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 9:07pm, Councilor Beau Hanenberger second, all in favor, motion carried.
1

