June 17, 2014Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 7:00pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
II. ROLL CALL

Members Present: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein Councilor Nathan Hartung, Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy Jessen. 
Absent: Mayor Kevin McDermott
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition: VI. G. Rucker check endorsement from MNDOT
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve agenda with the addition of the Rucker check endorsement, Councilor Jayne Krause, all in favor, motion carried.

IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Richard Williamson: 240 S MN Ave:  received a letter of an ordinance violation and apologized for violating the ordinance of planting trees in the ROW, they are planted on 3rd Ave. They are asking to have the city allow them to remain. The large maple tree, existing there is dying and he planted the new trees to replace it. It would allow for shade and aesthetics of the property.  
Joe Koller: 250 E Center Street: he moved into his home 2001 and in 2005 lost water so they drilled a well 240 feet deep; it is tapped into the Jordan aquifer.  They have made an investment and would like to maintain their well as long as it tests good, down the road sewer comes to town he would hook up both at that time.
Nathan Hartung asked that the driveway variance be removed and not apply for the variance associated with it.
Tom Novak: 770 Valley View Road:  thank you for your time; he knows how much of a commitment it is. With sewer coming in the City can bank on larger businesses and higher density residential to help keep taxes in check.
Travis Drucker: 960 Woodlands Lane SE: he would like to see no motorized vehicle signs posted for the bike path.  There is a sign further in but another one should be placed; vehicles are still using the trail. 

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  1 (lift assist) there was second lift assist, Sunday night a car accident, and storm watch last night.
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Repairs on 593 due to cold weather use:  had to replace parts and gages and a tank fill valve.
4. Two new portable radios will now be ordered.  Issues RFD had have been resolved.  They have done some tweaking of the system and are ready to order.
5. Receiving a $2000 technology grant from IBM.  By tracking his volunteer hours he can apply for the grants.  They received a check yesterday and will buy some electronics.
6. Will be setting up yearly truck maintenance/pump tests: budgeted expense. 
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Meeting Minutes

2. 5 Runs: 3 city 2 township
3. Michelle Schumacher resignation: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein would like to thank both Michelle and Adam for their service.  Adam resigned last month.
4. Liquor license for Gold Rush:  Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve the Gold Rush liquor License, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
Storm watch there was an issue contacting La Crosse but a patch was done and corrected the problem.
E. PERSONNEL: FYI:  Travis had his six month review and we are waiting for the final paperwork and staff has annual review next month.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2014-9 Authorizing the Issuance, Sale, and Delivery of $144,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2014 A.  This is the bond for the Cedar Woodlands I Roads.
The required meetings were held and this if the final stage.  Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve Resolution 2014-9 Authorizing the Issuance, Sale and Delivery of $144,000 GO Bonds, Series 2014 A, Councilor Trish Shields second:  Voice Vote: Ayes: Councilor Nathan Hartung, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Trish Shields, and Councilor Jayne Krause.  Mayor Kevin McDermott was absent.  All in favor, motion carried.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  April 21, 2014
Councilor Jayne Krause had a meeting last night and security will remain the same.  They will be ordering t shirts and postcards. The Lions will volunteer and have a hospitality tent to sell water. The website is up and running; it is goldrush.mn.com.  There will be entertainment on Friday; Whitney will have a vintage fashion show, it will coincide with other entertainment. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Sean Fritts has made submissions for the t-shirts and postcards. He has done a lot of work and there will be a 15% royalty paid. He has done some art work here at city hall in the restrooms and office.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Lance Sorensen, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: reviewed the notes of the tour in May.  Cain: the signs are coming along we are working with contractors to put boulders in the path that wouldn’t allow vehicles through.
2. Swingset @ River Park: parks requests approval. There was a $2000 donation plus the budgeted amount of $2000.  Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve the swings, Councilor Jayne Krause second, discussion: were the donations for River Park? Councilor Nathan Hartung; it would be real cool to put them at River Park but we should be sure of their intentions, we don’t want the donator to be disgruntled.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a friendly amendment to make it conditional for where the $2000 is allocated.  All in favor, motion carried.
3. Oronoco Park:  Romtek toilets, approx. $1000.  Cain: there have been repairs on the restrooms showers, faucets and would like to replace the risers so everything is up to date.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Men’s and ladies?  Yes. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve up to $1000, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Community Garden: grant contracted work complete and invoices submitted.  Parks will continue to work towards completion. 
5. Flowers Planted: FYI, Lance Sorensen and Jonya Pacey planted them.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; thank you to take time to plant the flowers throughout the community.
6. Expanded Camping for DOGR: county permit. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the county expanded permit, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
Engineer Joe Palen; from the design aspect have completed 75%.  The biggest item is property acquisition. The county was not making progress and asked Stantec for an estimate and they have approved the bid. Stantec will be contacting the 8 owners for the property acquisition.   Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; the dam is no longer operational and the debris is building up so we are in the process of getting estimates.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Front Door:  will be completed this week weather provided. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; Thanks to ABC Seamless for the wrap and Bowman’s for the door.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; Performance Bond. Councilor Nathan Hartung; Over the last 2 weeks it seemed it was very close to get this worked through; there have been a number of glitches.  Nathan has been working with them to get it taken care of so that the city is at ease to move forward. Even after scrambling; we are very close. He asked them to contact the city and they provided and email to let us know that this is moving forward.  He wants to be able to deliver and has done back bends for this company; he has put substantial money up for this.  This is difficult for him, to be up here, knowing being on city council, what he is requesting and they are so very close and ask for just a touch more time to complete this performance bond.  All subs have been contacted and are ready to go; this will take precedence over other projects. We are so very close at this stage of the game; it will cost the city tens of thousands of dollars and would hate to see the city spend the additional money.   The underwriter and the insurance agents are working on it; we are waiting for the underwriter to calculate the exact amount that they want to see cash up front; they have also been speaking with the bank. He is asking for this Friday and that should be it; he should be able to start Monday. He has hired additional staff in order to have the completion schedule the same so it will not affect Gold Rush. Discussion: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; voiced his amount of frustration with this and until seeing the email tonight was ready to cancel the project award. Had this been awarded to someone else and this were to happen with them how would he react.  Skyler has also called one of the contractor’s to see what they had into it.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to give the time, based on the input of the insurance company, if we do not have resolution until the next special city council meeting, which the mayor is out of town for the next week, and would like him to be present and to add it to that agenda and have the contract canceled, Councilor Jayne Krause second; discussion:  we are giving him the time with June 30th as a deadline and if it’s not rectified at that time, it will be canceled. All in favor, motion carried. Clarified this is the final extension. 
2. Change Order

3. Locate Services: estimates for contracting $12 per call and $12.00 per ¼ hour after 1st hour, after hour emergencies $45.00.  Cain has worked with the telephone company.  There are parts of the town that is un-locatable because lines were installed incorrectly.
4. Energy Audit (free): will look at the Fire Hall and City Hall for recommendations.  Recommended unplugging unused / rarely used appliances and sealing air loss areas in the Community Center.  Still waiting on the formal report by the next meeting. 
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Road / drive repair – receiving estimates from Rochester Service and Aslakson’s
2. ½ Ave SE: road repair

3. Shouldering: Joe and Cain reviewed. Bids will be time and material.  There are three different area issues: when mailboxes are set back to far the post office pulls up on the gravel and compresses it, at intersections people cut the corners, and then on 12th Street and West Center Street there are some issues.  It is hard to bid; some of the radius staff could do some of that and could use bituminous millings; the cost is going to the labor not material and the other areas we can bring back bids.  Cain; all the intersections need it. Councilor Nathan Hartung; are you comfortable doing it?  Cain; staff is not set up for road maintenance; we’re grounds and building maintenance. We can do some touch up but finding time is difficult to keep up with all the mowing and everything. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; could hold off til fall when the mowing is slowed.  Engineer Joe Palen; it is rather expensive. Attack the intersections and 12th Street and West Center have bid out. Councilor Nathan Hartung table until this fall after Gold Rush
4. River Park Punch list: This has been sent to Journey. Engineer Joe Palen has contacted them previously. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; it has been discussed to stop allowing building permits at one point. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned that no more building permits be issued for River Park and Cedar Woodlands II, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion: Councilor Nathan Hartung; new homes or existing homeowner’s for improvements?  New construction only. Attorney Fred Suhler; it is something you can try  or if there is anything left on the bonding company; call on that before the bonds run out. Engineer Joe Palen; River Park has. Councilor Nathan Hartung should it be an independent motion? Engineer Joe Palen; council may want to be consistent.  Councilor Nathan Hartung; With Cedar Woodlands II, if they have been responsive, if scheduled receive a timeline. Agree with Attorney Fred Suhler getting a third party involved could get sticky and might put ourselves in a position to get sued. Engineer Joe Palen; council could give them thirty days to respond.  Surfacing second lifts is hard to get scheduled at this time of year. Councilor Nathan Hartung: everything in the letter in thirty days is doable except for the second lift and in Cedar Woodlands the path may not be doable but everything else should be able to be done in 30 days.  Councilor Nathan Hartung made a friendly amendment to the motion; if everything minus those items (path and second lift) is complete within 30 days. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein get documentation for the work towards those items and in 30 days that there be  a moratorium,  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; clarify with the amendment to give a 30 window with the exception of a commitment and documentation, all in favor, motion carried.
5. Cedar Woodlands II Punch list:  This has been sent to Corbal.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:
2. Zone Change: Hoehne Commercial Shed P&Z; Public Hearing June 26, 2014 @ 7:00pm. 
3. Variance: driveway (horseshoe) P & Z recommends denial.
4. CUP: Salon on MN Ave. P&Z recommends approval.  Councilor Nathan Hartung: it is located at the top of the hill and it was discussed about safety for backing out into MN Ave, there needs to be two parking spots for each chair. Trish was present and Nathan feels that it is safe and goes along with the recommendation. They had also discussed pavement and restrooms and entrances. We didn’t see that there should be anything additional. Councilor Jayne Krause; the resident said he would accommodate the backing out with additional driveway. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approved, Councilor Jayne Krause second all in favor, motion carried.
5. 520 6th Street SE: Second Driveway Variance & CUP, Public Hearing 7-10-2014
6. 756 River Park Road SE: Second Driveway Variance, Public Hearing 7-10-2014 

N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: April 22, 2014. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; at the last meeting John Hartford attended and clarified the SSTS ordinance which is part of the MPCA ordinance. The committee has lots of concerns; if we are getting sewer and the cost involved.  The current ordinance doesn’t allow for exceptions. Engineer Joe Palen; Sandy and I had a good meeting with MPCA staff and we talked about the process on how the city would move forward and this is uncommon, but they may be willing to allow a memorandum of understanding. We have drafted a letter asking for a meeting laying out what the city is requesting; there is some history included in the letter and that we are trying to protect the residents.  The MPCA is asking where it would apply to and it would b, c, and f on the map and perhaps the Cravath addition. It lays out the cost implications. We took the opportunity and are working with the MPCA to get help with the financing issues involved. They will be setting up a meeting for the financing and we are requesting a meeting to discuss the memorandum of understanding. If some council can attend that would be great. There is room for compromise; they will push the city for a short window. Councilor Nathan Hartung; won’t the window dovetail the window of financing? Engineer Joe Palen; these systems will be none compliant; to be devil’s advocate, we will make the argument that phase two needs to comply. It’s not like downtown and setting forth a reasonable argument that we aren’t asking for areas that are not in need and are compliant. Councilor Nathan Hartung; could there be a credit for those in phase two?  Engineer Joe Palen; the MPCA is going to spend money once,  tried to set forth the cities prospective but there is some work to it and it puts the funding issue out in the open and those two are tied. There has been no comment on the facility plan.  Yellow and green on the areas on the map and the other areas would be subject to inspections; they are not in the short term plans. Councilor Nathan Hartung; directive to have Engineer Joe Palen send out the letter.
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; had several people against the location and the majority were township people and one person suggested a different location and it was reiterated that this only proposed and chosen location.

2. Water Tank Inspection, Cleaning, and Mixer:  recommend inspection $900 this fall. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the $900 for inspection, Councilor Jayne Krause second, Engineer Joe Palen this only the inspection, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Water Connection July 31, 2014:  requests to postpone.  One is on a waiting list for financial assistance (documentation has not been provided), one has a newer well, and there are three residents that have financial hardship.  Committee was only favorable on those that could provide documentation that they were on a waiting list.  Mr. Koller spoke as well. The committee made recommendations not to allow it because others have newer wells that have connected and come August the bills will be generated.  It been five years since this has been put in the books.  Councilor Nathan Hartung; thought process is it has been drilled into everyone that they need to connect and it seems to me that this is the route they needed to go;  the committee has the knowledge on this.  Jayne; there is a gentlemen that doesn’t have the means and this will just go on their property taxes? Councilor Skyler Breitenstein there was some concern about time limits and adding a 6 months’ time limit. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; doesn’t like to be the bad guy, if there is financial need I can see working with them if we can get documentation.  Councilor Trish Shields; we have a property in town that a person has been frozen in fear where the stub was located and there would be extreme cost just to put the pipe in. What as a city can be done? Engineer Joe Palen; all locations were staked out and for residents to contact if there is an issue and Engineer Joe Palen will speak with Trish to discuss the property. Councilor Nathan Hartung is inclined to go along with an application to extend out six months and adhere to the restrictions; they have a six months window if an application for assistance has been made. We have to at some point in time and we have inundated people with the timeline; we don’t want to have them pay but need to in order to advance. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a friendly amendment; until the end of June to apply for financial assistance and if not they need to connect by July 31st.  All in favor, motion carried.
4. Check Valve on the well:  This is leaking and could be accounting for some of the water loss. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; add to the agenda on the next special meeting. Talk to MN rural water for leak locating.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Stolp’s Cove flooded property:  Justin Thurmes easement for septic; request sent to FEMA & the State. He is requesting an easement to put the drain field on city property at 340 1st Place SW because his property is not large enough to replace his septic.  Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve the easement to allow the easement; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, with an amendment that it is conditional on FEMA and State approval and to request that the resident would be responsible for mowing that portion of the property and that it be communicated that we are working towards city wide sewer. All in favor, motion carried.  A county permit is required.
B.  Fourth of July: fireworks and music ordered, and volunteers have been contacted. Free hot dogs, buns, chips, utensils, and request to bring a dish to pass.  This is paid for by Gold Rush.
C.  2015 Dues increase LMC:  notice.
D.  Painting touchups @ Fire Hall: Community Service will be completing over the next month. 
E. FEMA Risk Management Meeting:  no one was available to attend, information included in packet.
F. Monitoring Station addition: request for permission and also requesting that the City remove debris from the bridge. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the monitoring station on the west side conditional that the DNR remove the debris they are concerned about against the pilings on the bridge;. Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
G. Rucker check from MNDOT: Attorney is requesting the City to endorse the check. Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to allow the endorsement by staff; Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried. 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Animal Control
B. Flooded Properties: near completion. 
C. Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems Ordinance for Olmsted County:  Clerk Sandy Jessen and Engineer Joe Palen had a phone conference with the state and will set a meeting with the County, State, Engineer Joe Palen, and City representation to discuss a memorandum of understanding for specific areas of town to allow an extension of the SSTS requirements. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A. MAOSC Dues: we are not currently a member. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to decline, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried.
B.  Advanced Building Center trailers: several letters were sent. It is against the current zoning.  
C.   30 Complaints: lawns, trailers, and dogs.   Should citations be issued after non-compliance with a certain number of warnings?  Three times and then the city will send a citation and is billed. Councilor Nathan Hartung; I received a letter and after the second letter I took care of it.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to permit three ordinance violation letters and with a third letter a fine and citation will follow; to give staff firm guidelines, Councilor Nathan Hartung second; Discussion:  Councilor Jayne Krause; how much time between letters?.  Recommend 2 weeks between letters and in six weeks a citation would be issued. Councilor Trish Shields made a friendly amendment, upon the third letter and then in two weeks after citation is issued.  All in favor, motion carried.  Mr. Williamson on ROW trees: they are 8 to ten feet and don’t overhang the street, they don’t impair and have been there since 2009. Right now the trees are two to three inches and about four to five feet tall.  Trish; is there also a city street running through there? Mr. Williamson; yes, there are also trees in the ROW that were there when we moved in; it would forty to fifty years before they would be an issue. It is a 33 feet from center of the ROW; there are things in other’s ROW that have this issue.  Had we been aware of this we would approached the city.  Councilor Nathan Hartung would like to table and have a chance to look at the property. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to table, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
D.  Population Estimates 1338
E.   Maintenance Agreements with County: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to renew the agreement, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried. 
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 475 River Park Road SE




deck
2. 710 River Park Place SE




deck

3. 460 River Park Rd SE




deck

4. 220 1st Ave NE







garage

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  5-20-2014
2. Special City Council Meeting: 6-2-2104
D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 

Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.
XI.  ADJOURNMENT
XII. Closed session: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein will adjourn at 8:52pm and then go into closed session.
The meeting was closed to discuss the ruling of the MN Supreme Court. 
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to close the meeting at 9:17pm, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.
______________________________________
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