February 27, 2014 Special Council Meeting

City of Oronoco

Special City Council Meeting Agenda
February 27, 2014

6:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Members present:  Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Jayne Krause, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Councilor Trish Shields arrived at 6:03pm. Councilor Nathan Hartung absent.
III. FROZEN WATER LINES

Mayor Kevin McDermott opened with a thank you to Councilor Skyler Breitenstein and city staff for all the work on the water issues.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: staff has been fielding calls with residents, at the council meeting we were looking individual services and now there are two mains that are at issue.  It affects more residents.  It has gotten to be a bigger issue than the last meeting and has become a city issue. There are families without water and this cannot be pushed off to a later meeting.  In consulting with the Mayor, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein felt it was important to have a meeting quickly.  Mayor Kevin McDermott: the city has done a lot of notifications to the residents for advising to run the water.  There was a credit for those that run water and notify the city.  Some freezing has gone beyond the curbstop towards the main; the main is the city expense.  There are plumbers all over the state that are backed up and the residents are on waiting lists.  The city has spoken with the engineer and MN Rural Water and they don’t recommend digging up the service lines.   What can we do help them?  We understand that this will be a city expense.  This summer when it thaws we will contract with a company that will measure the depth of the lines and make sure they are at the proper depth.  Most services are in CW II and one in River Park.  Running of the hydrants is difficult in the winter and they are redirecting the water with fire hose to help keep the mains open.  The city is doing everything possible to prevent future freezing. There has been talk about putting water tanks in the homes but this isn’t potable water; but its water they can use for laundry and showering.  If it’s the main, it is a city issue.  With the fact that it isn’t advised to dig up 100’s of feet of main.  It will be an expense, but it is part of our responsibility.  Happy to know that when we did the city system what we installed in the downtown there have not been any issues.  The problems have been in areas done by developers previously.  We will have to deal with these this summer.  Cain: the tank would go in the basement with a pressure tank. We have a plumber on board that can set this up right away.  We know that the mains are frozen for sure.  The other individuals are on a waiting list for jetting. Cost is approximately $1000 per home; there are only four homes in CW II.  It will be about 2 -3 months before the frost comes out of the ground.  It’s a two person operation to deliver the water.  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday we will fill for all the homes involved.  We are asking them to conserve water and don’t drink the water.  It’s coming from a fire truck and that’s why it’s non-potable; it’s clean and fresh but it’s coming from the tank.  The MPCA may not agree but we can’t ask the residents to go without water;   if we can come up with a solution.  Councilor Trish Shields: are we not trying to do something?  I prefer that they don’t drink the water, but buy gallon jugs at Walmart.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; they aren’t concerned with not being able to drink the water. Councilor Trish Shields: are there concerns with the non-potable water? Cain: we can test each tank to make sure that the water doesn’t have issues.  Councilor Trish Shields: are they concerned that we don’t give them drinking water? Cain: they seem fine with it.  Mayor Kevin McDermott:  It is important to know that this is an anomaly and hasn’t happened in over 30 years.  People that have been at RPU and have worked there for 40 years have not seen this. Councilor Jayne Krause motioned to provide the tanks in Cedar Woodlands II for the four homes, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second:  discussion; Councilor Trish Shields should we provide to drinkable water if requested?  Mayor Kevin McDermott: between now and the next meeting would like to include covering homes if another main goes down.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein wrestles with providing the drinking water there are numerous communities that are doing nothing or doing a percentage of cost.  We are going above and beyond.  We want to leave it open to another line going down.  Also, send communications and recommendations to the community.  Mayor Kevin McDermott: leave drinking water to the homeowner.  All in favor, motion carried.  Cain: Water problem areas are subdivisions without all the homes occupied and where you only have few homes using and or running water.  We are running hydrants until the temp comes up to 40+.   We know where the problems ones are; it’s the dead ends.  There may be some rust because of the flushing, because it stirs it up.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned should we have another main with 6 or fewer homes to continue with the same tank solution.  If the number exceeds that then it will be brought back to council, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. COST REIMBURSEMENTS

Bob Decklever in River Park was getting flushed by Ron Carlson and they ran out 150 feet and he hit a spot in the pipe that he can’t get past and can’t get to the main. He is on the list for them it’ll be 2-3 weeks; they have new and improved system.  It is past the curbstop.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to pay the bill because it is into the city line, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion: this is the work that has been done already.  All in favor, motion carried.
Cain: he has water through his neighbor and is okay with it; he doesn’t want a tank.  Discount of 10% for citizens; there should be a cutoff date. Cutoff date meaning it will be homeowner’s expense if it’s their line. We have publicized it to the residents to watch their water temperatures.  Councilor Trish Shields finds it reasonable if we don’t have more extreme temperatures. Have we done everything we could to notify residents?  If you watch the news you’ve seen it.  We have sent emails, and it’s on the website, Facebook, and in the paper.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to notify that any lines frozen after today unless it is a city main are residents responsibility, Councilor Jayne Krause second; discussion: should it be open for  a day or two? All in favor, motion carried.
One homeowner is off of private offshoot.   Homeowner is hoping won’t penalize the person allowing them to hook up. People using the water should reimburse them somehow and agree to help them with the bill.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: One of the residents said the morning they called Cain was there in 15 minutes and wanted to compliment him.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; should we promote more people to run water?  Cain: recommend everyone that is on city water to run their water.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; do we change the credit for incentive?  Cain: recommends running water until they are advised to shut it off. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; Do we need to change the discount, leave for February and change for March? What is the time limit for accountability?  If we are asking for them to run water maybe should revisit discount?  Throw incentive at it so water is run.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein did his own calculation and we figure $25 to $30 per month additional to the bill.  Reduce the risk of mains freezing. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to give a credit on the March billing until advising to stop running city water of 50% on the usage. If they’ve notified city hall over the usage from year over year, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein uses an average of 3000 gallons per month in a normal month, with running extra it would be 8600 gallons.  A 50% of the extra would be incentive to run and would cover some of the cost of chemicals for approximately two or three months.  All in favor, nayes all.   Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned for the February billing, will override what was motioned before, for those that have notified city hall a 10% discount, Councilor Trish Shields second all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to discount for March 35% discount on water usage until city staff advises it is no longer necessary, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; discussion: request all residents to run water and to contact city hall.  They must notify city hall for the discount. All in favor, motion carried.
V. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn at 7:05pm, Councilor Jayne Krause second all in favor. Motion carried.
______________________



    ________________________    

  City Clerk                                                                        Mayor
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