CITY OF ORONOCO

Special City Council Meeting Agenda
Monday, December 1, 2014
  5:00PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.
II. ROLL CALL

Members Present:  Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Absent:  Councilor Nathan Hartung.
III.  2015 Budget

A. Fire Department

1. Fire Truck: payment schedule
2. Old Fire Truck

The first payment is due from 2015 funds. The first payment; the fire dept. will cover the amount and possibly the second. If the old truck was sold it could cover the second payment. The ISO rate may be affected if it is sold.  There is time to discuss this. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to take the first payment out of the CIP truck fund, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
B. Water Fund: lawsuit:  Discussion:  set up a general fund loan to the water fund to help cover the lawsuit payment. It would not come from the investment fund, to allow interest received in that fund, there is tracking that will show the loan. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to use the general fund as a revolving fund for the loan, Councilor Trish Shields second; discussion:  approx. $50,000 to begin with.  The new rates will help to pay back the loan. The tracking will help City Council and staff track the loan repayment in the future.  All in favor, motion carried.
C. Community Center
1. Old City Shop: Cemetery Board has an interest in buying / renting the property.  Discussion:  if we keep, it would have to be gutted. Cain; there are gold rush supplies there but we should gut it and get rid of the mold. No decision should be made until we are into the new shop.  John Tilford: the Cemetery Board is looking for a tin shed; we have additional equipment and need storage. Winter burials, we need to keep the dirt warm until the burial is complete.  Our intentions are to talk about a new building; we may have issues with security at the cemetery and the old shop would have better security.
2. Shop overages: we are not sure where we are at yet, it will be brought back.  They have been working on it.  Cain; there are some of the punch list items completed. We will have Joe come back to review.  A deadline should be set; it needs to be complete.  Trish:  what is a reasonable timeline?  Final completion for the 15th?  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to have final inspection for December 15, 2014 and if not completed contact the bond company, Councilor Jayne Krause second: discussion: There is some landscaping to be done next spring. Contact Attorney Fred Suhler and let him know this is where it’s going.  All in favor, all nayes, motion fails. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to move the date up to the 8th of December, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; Penalties are probably over the amount owed to HARTCO. All in favor, motion carried. Letter will be hand delivered; mail goes to St Paul for sorting. 
3. Caryl Cowden Park: is there something that the Park committee would like to do with it?  It is a Public Square and has had limited use. Lance Sorensen; from parks standpoint, there were never any funds. They spoke about a disc golf course and we had talked about a bocce ball court, it is 4.5 acres.  That is what the committee has discussed. Over the last few years.  The school is gone; the maintenance is mowing every few weeks.   The council can do what they want for a town this size there are a lot of parks.   For the disc golf we could use some alternative materials instead of buying new. Cain; we have trimmed and removed a lot of trees up there. Lance did an assessment of the trees and there were a number that needed to be removed.  It has been difficult to find the family that donated it. Lance would like to see Senior Apartments if the family that donated it would allow.  Bring back to the December meeting after parks meet. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; many towns have huge city parks for the disc golf. 
D. Discussion:  Mayor Kevin McDermott; would like to set aside money saved from Oronoco Park’s fund.  In five years that’s up and then we can have some of the money set aside for repairs for the road from the highway all the way through, once the restoration is complete. We can use that money starting this coming year, set it off to the side.  An account for Oronoco Park for when the restoration is all complete; an endowment fund. 
 Possible demo of house and garage:  Mayor Kevin McDermott: a few weeks ago White Water State Park had a big deal with the history of the park. I thought about contacting the park to see if they have any interest in it.  If they would have any interest; maybe they would want to move it back down there.  Lance will contact them.  It may save some money. 
 Oronoco dam: there is insurance coverage payment and dam debris removal costs for the City until the dam is removed.
CEDA contract $10,000 was moved from budget cushion and put under financial administration. All recommended changes were completed for the budget packet.  The city portion on property taxes is flat. The Pine Island school district is up.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; get investment fund built back up.  The things that are in here are things that need to be completed. Councilor Jayne Krause; wishes there was more money for sewer fund.  Ryland Eichhorst; it has been brought up before; a backup generator for the well, if we lost power it could be down a couple days.  They are $35,000 – $40,000; it is just as important as for the Fire Dept.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; we will have to put on the radar. Mayor Kevin McDermott; is it set up that a portable would work? Cain; we could do a temp wiring. Mayor Kevin McDermott; look at getting wiring set up so if it’s needed.  Ryland; if there was a natural disaster it may be hard to get.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; we can’t add to this, we can take money away, as part of that could look at quotes; a directive to get bids for electric and generator. Councilor Jayne Krause; wait till next year. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: if we are doing better in the budget we can get started on it, will come back to it.
IV. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn at 5:47 pm., Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.

