December 16, 2014Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 @ 6:45pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 6:46pm
II. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.
Absent: Councilor Nathan Hartung

III. TNT Public Hearing
Councilor Trish Shields: The County raised theirs 3% as of this morning. Fred stated that his property taxes are barley increasing. I have been told however that the people in the Pine Island school district area has risen a lot. Some of these numbers are not what people may think it is. He went on to explain about tax capacity and how it does not affect everybody the same way. Sometimes it takes them a few years to catch up when increases happen. So let’s say corn was $8 and it took 2 years to go through the system. So then when it goes up, then corn is back down to $3 but the taxes remain the same. Taxes are hard to read. No residents spoke during the public hearing.
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Councilor Jayne Krause approved the agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
V. PUBLIC FORUM  
Mayor Kevin McDermott: Justin Bouwkamp owns Boulder Dam Canoe and Kayak rentals. I would like to publicly acknowledge him for hanging the lights on the bridge. I just want to make sure we thank Justin for the great decorations in town. This was echoed by the entire council.
Chris Maas - Owner of Bergs old store: They said I was supposed to get some notification about the water. I don’t have water. So I ignored the statements until the bills got bigger. I am renovating and I am not going to pay for water until I get it hooked up and that might be 5 years. Engineer Joe Palen asked if they purchased in the last year. Yes he did purchase it this year. Engineer Joe Palen asked about a well. He said there was one that was with the property. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained how the water project started and the process. Engineer Joe Palen stated that an assessment search should have been pulled to let you know if anything were going on, unless Mrs. Berg paid it. The Ordinance stated that you need to make the connection and abandon your existing well. Engineer Joe Palen explained why the City chose to do this. Givin the fact you’re not using water, you have the option of connecting. You would be paying the base fee but you wouldn’t be paying extra for usage. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked if he was sent a letter. Chris said he had not been sent anything. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire if he received one. She explained that Sandy sent all letters to those who have not connected. I am pretty sure he received one. The only way he did not receive one is if she was unaware that there was a new owner. Mayor Kevin McDermott suggested investigating to see if a search assessment was ever pulled and if a letter was sent. Engineer Joe Palen explained to Chris all of the information that has been out for the last year. Chris explained he has been having issues with receiving his mail. The reason I am here is for what we can do at this point, if I can have leeway, but I am not paying $75 a month for water I am not using. Councilor Jayne Krause asked if the building is being used at all? Chris stated that it is not being used at all. It is not usable. Engineer Joe Palen asked what he plans to do with the building. Chris stated it was not anyone’s business, that they are not completely sure at this point. They are just renovating it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that we should investigate this with Sandy; that we’re not making any motions or recommendations about any fees at this time and bring it back to next month’s meeting with all the information to make a final decision and invited Chris to attend. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein and Mayor Kevin McDermott explained that they normally meet once a month and want to make sure his concerns are heard. (either in person, by letter or by talking in advance with staff.)
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed Public Forum at 7:13pm.

VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 Mayor Kevin McDermott went over the police calls for this year. Averaged to about one a day for a year and some reports have not been submitted yet. Sergeant Lee Rossman (he will be the new sergeant, responsible for Oronoco) said they have not had real big issues in Oronoco. Sergeant Mike Morrow is switching jobs within the department. Council asked about extra patrol at the park because no one is living there anymore. Sergeant Rossman made a note and clarified that the caretaker residence is indeed vacant. 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  1 camper fire (billed)    
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Had elections and everything stayed the same (Dan chief/Chris assistant chief/Pat EOC)

4. Christmas party: Saturday, January 17th @ 5:00pm,, bring side dish/dessert to pass, all   council/families welcome.
5. New XTS2500 and APX6000XE portable radios have arrived and are in service

6. New truck update: Hopefully will get the date next week for delivery. 
7. Got $1250 from Gold Rush, brush guard/winch ordered for 599 for $1270. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the purchase for the brush guard/winch for $1270, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; all in favor, motion carried.
8. Ice rescue class with Mazeppa FD in January depending on weather/ice thickness  

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. 6 Runs:  2 City & 4 Township    
2. Meeting Minutes
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. New Hire: As many of you know Travis left, so we had a position to fill. We had over 30 applications. We whittled it down to 9. Then Cain whittled it down to 6. Trish kindly stepped in for interviews to take Mayor Kevin McDermott’s place (who was out of town for a family emergency). None of these applicants this time have water experience –Councilor Skyler Breitenstein read off positive reports for both candidates. The committee recommended hiring candidate A for $15 an hour on a full time basis. After 6 months a review will take place and any pay raise will be considered at that time. The City Clerk and Publics works will coordinate a start date. If candidate A declines, candidate B will have the same starting pay and requirements; Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott wanted to thank everyone for stepping up.
2. Carryover PTO; requested each year, staff will be using some of it over the Holidays. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to carry over PTO, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, discussion that council would like to look at creating PTO limits and the new council will review/consider PTO carry over amounts in January, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Close Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve for the city office; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to close City Hall for December 24th and 31st, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
1. Resolution 2014-13 Final Tax Levy $668,600: Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the tax levy of $668,600,  Council was able to increase the budget but the tax levy stayed flat; what happened is that we took in more homes and business to be able to not raise taxes. I want to thank the Council and Staff for all their hard work. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said if anyone has had any increase in city taxes, it was a result of a change in the County’s property valuation - not the City’s doing, as we did not raise taxes again this year.. Councilor Jayne Krause second, voice vote all ayes; all in favor, motion carried.
2. Ordinance 1-2014 Fee Schedule Summary

3. Fee Schedule 2015:  added garden plots, new water rates, and pool fills; these were the only changes. We have various fees for rentals, building permits, etc. Councilor Trish Shields makes a motion to accept the 2015 fee schedule with the changes, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  November 17, 2014 
2. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said he thought about bringing this up during public forum, but chose to bring it up during the Gold Rush Committee portion of the meeting. Regretfully, Gordon Cariveau, owner of Antiques Oronoco (one of the longest surviving Oronoco businesses almost 30 years) was killed yesterday in Wisconsin by a driver who allegedly ran a stop sign in heavy fog. Yvonne was reported to have minor injuries. On behalf of the City and Gold Rush, our deepest sympathy go out to Yvonne, their family, and friends. He was a big supporter of Gold Rush (that’s why I am mentioning this now).  He will be missed.
3. City-Wide Gold Rush Ordinance; Attorney Fred Suhler: I think that we should put everyone on the same footing. I looked at the ordinance. The first is garage sales. I thought about it and felt that you couldn’t really justify, if you’re a property owner and you let someone sale something on your property during Gold Rush. It is not justified. It occurred to me that if you say that the property owner is having a garage sale during Gold Rush and not consistent with those hours, it would not be safe. I think we should tweak the ordinance so that if you are having a garage sale within a day of the event they would abide by Gold Rush time for safety. It would make things consistent. Next is chapter 508. If you read it carefully it seems to me that everyone who is involved in Gold Rush would be subject to the garage sale ordinance as well. Those involved in Gold Rush, I would think they would want to protect the public as well. By definition it would all go to the same thing to apply by a permit. I decided that if a person engages to be active during Gold Rush, they are the same as those involved in Gold Rush and should have to get a gathering permit because those vendors involved in Gold Rush have to get one. The gathering permit is read that those are people participating in special events and Gold Rush is a special event. So those people should get gathering permits as well. In 2012 I wrote an ordinance saying that any activity needs to apply for a gathering permit, now if I remember right it included vehicles for compensation and the public was not happy about that drafted ordinance. So I think minor amendments to a couple codes. I presented it this way because last meeting was discussed as to what we can and cannot do. I have concerns about fees, because any fees will go to Gold Rush and not the City. That’s kind of where we are. We have plenty of time to discuss this. Mayor Kevin McDermott and Councilor Skyler Breitenstein wanted to keep this process moving forward. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked if we had a resident that had 15 to 20 venders let say, does that include the whole umbrella under the gathering permit? Fred suggested having each vender get a permit. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked if one single gathering permit would work for all that resident’s venders? Councilor Jayne Krause stated that Gold Rush pulls one permit for $25 for their whole umbrella of 300 plus people and we wouldn’t want a homeowner to charge each of their venders, I would like to let them just get one for their whole group. Discussion continued on about private sellers selling at different start times. Fred believes that the gathering permit is the best place to start. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that his concern was the safety of everyone involved. Trish asked who may decide the final vote for the gathering permit ordinance to change. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that as elected officials it is up to them as to how to proceed. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that he would like to reach out to the community first before voting on it. He also asked if we are required to do things in a certain time frame like a public hearing. Attorney Fred Suhler said it is not like a zoning ordinance. Councilor Jayne Krause suggested bringing it back to Gold Rush. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he has no issues about bringing it back. I think probably the best way to do it is to invite the whole community into it. Attorney Fred Suhler still needs to draft the exact language in the ordinance. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it’s a process. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to request Attorney Fred Suhler,  in accordance with his notes submitted for tonight’s meeting, modify the ordinance chapters he recommended  and also bring back his tweaks for the 2012 Gathering Permit ordinance he created (but Council had not acted upon) and bring them to council for the next meeting. After Council review, it would be forwarded to the Gold Rush committee for review/comment. The Gold Rush Committee would hold the public informational meeting and discussion and then bring it back to Council for a final vote, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Lance Sorensen, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: December 1, 2014
2. Ryan Cradick: 2015 Chair of Parks & Trails. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve Ryan Cradick to be the Parks and Trails committee chair for 2015, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Expert Insulation:  $1858.00, Dave’s Insulation $1680, Rebate up to 1/3.  This was one of the recommendations from the energy audit. For 2015 budget. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve Dave’s Insulation for $1680 with the rebate up to 1/3 to be done as soon as possible after the first of the year, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Chairs: $954 w/arms & $850 w/o arms ($300 DOGR donation) applied for People’s grant (2015 budget).  Matching black patterned and padded.  The city has requested grant money for these the last five years and many of our chairs are torn and broken. Bring chairs back to January meeting. Councilor Trish Shields would like to go over a few things first, such as if the protection plan is included and the number of chairs to be purchased.
3. Back Door: recommend Bowman (matching door to the front) $5882.56 (2015 budget) we have a total of $12,000 budgeted for the Community Center R&M. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein would like to request staff seek bids to check into repairs (for the door opening mechanism) and weatherizing the door first. With not knowing about new City shop expenses during the dispute process, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein is not comfortable voting with this amount of money and would like to bring it back in January.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; progress update. The Bonding Company has been contacted with Stantec’s update of progress. Engineer Joe Palen and Clerk Sandy Jessen went through the building on Dec. 8th.  Observed approximately 2/3 of the project have not been address. There are big items that are not addressed. We have not heard anything from the contractor as far as if anything is purchased or when it will be completed. We have a list for the contractor to rectify. Engineer Joe Palen went on to explain many items that were addressed that have not been completed or have been done wrong by the contractor. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that if council wants him to send a letter saying that we know it will not be ever finished, then I will write one. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that he is very fed up. I am just done. It is well over 2 months overdue and enough is enough. Councilor Jayne Krause asked if we send a letter to the bonding company if they will take care of it. Attorney Fred Suhler said that it’s a process. First is a meeting and the bonding company said that they talked to the contractor and he was working to fix what was requested. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion for Attorney Fred Suhler to write a letter to the bonding company, Councilor Jayne Krause second, discussion continued about taking occupancy. Attorney Fred Suhler wants the list of what has not been done. Engineer Joe Palen handed him a copy of the punch list items remaining. Mayor Kevin McDermott asked about getting electrical inspected to get occupancy. Councilor Jayne Krause said that we need to contact the bonding company first for any permission. Engineer Joe Palen said to notify them because of City needs, weather, and that we are not accepting the building as is just because we plan to take occupancy. Attorney Fred Suhler said that this will take time, it’s not high priority to them; all in favor, motion carried. Ryland made mention to get blinds.
2. Chemical Feed Pump: $1256.66; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to purchase the pump at $1256.66 for the 2015 budget, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Road Turn back; Clerk Sandy Jessen e-mailed Lou Ohly for any updates that may be available. No new updates; will bring back to January meeting.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  December 11, 2014
2. Allen Plat; not many comments were made by P&Z. Engineer Joe Palen stated that the plat is outside city limits. Access is in city limits along with the easement. Is there an expectation for the city to maintain the road? Recommendation is we seek clarification from the developer as to whether it is public or a private street and since they are accessing city street they will need to get a permit. Attorney Fred Suhler stated to have City ask Township to maintain it. To maybe go into an agreement with them. Engineer Joe Palen said he is not in favor of shared roads. Mayor Kevin McDermott said more than likely we should sit down with Township and the developer. Engineer Joe Palen said it should happen sooner than later. Attorney Fred Suhler stated that they meet in January on the 26th and comments will have to be by the 16th of January. Discussion on how to proceed. Send letter to Township and developer and Engineer Joe Palen will be there for a meeting to convey our concerns, to get it ironed out on this access. Discussion on if it is a plated right of way. Engineer Joe Palen said that is why I asked if it was going to be public or private road. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated to send a letter to them to request a meeting. Discussion on what stage in the plat we are at. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said we have a responsibility as a City to bring this up now. Engineer Joe Palen said that it would be in the best interest to clarify this now before it is an issue in the future. Mayor Kevin McDermott repeated to send a letter to Township, the developer and us to sit down with a meeting before the 16th of January.
3. Set Public Hearing for CUP: Photography Business. January 8th, 2015.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1.  Meeting Minutes:  November 25, 2014; committee asked about evaluating a few sites for the sewer project. Engineer Joe Palen stated that he can do a comparison on them to see what makes more sense and look at it closer. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that speaking for himself he would be open to it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated that it is a general concern, all the information that Stantec has at their hands could point out other possible sites and recommended to set a cap on the number of sites because this will cost money too. Councilor Trish Shields made a motion to evaluate 2 alternate sites, Councilor Jayne Krause second; amendment by Councilor Skyler Breitenstein - up to two sites because there may not be 2 sites – due to all the requirements; all in favor, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Lighting for City Sign; Ryland Eichhorst shared the quote from Shad Tracy. The question was whether or not there was an opportunity to add money to the gold rush donation. He asked about working around what was there. Brad said he is willing to work with the City. If there is money in the budget to pay the 75% down for 2014 or split it 50 /50 for the 2014 and 2015 budget. Peoples grant has not been applied for. Ryland said if there is anything he can look into he will. The sign needs more lighting. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it is far more expensive to get power to that sign. The LED’s are minimal compared to alternatives. Councilor Trish Shields said she would like to see People’s grant applied for before making a decision on this. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he would also like to see if it was possible to get more grant money. Will the cost go up after the 1st of the year? Ryland said he didn’t ask but Brad said he would work with us. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asked if we checked into anyone else. Councilor Trish Shields said we should look into it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein request staff to seek a few additional bids and bring it back to the January meeting concurrent with People’s grant, Councilor Trish Shields second; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein stated: no disrespect to all your work hard Ryland and to Schad Tracy, but we have a fiduciary responsibility to the residents to make sure we have a few bids for an amount of this size. Councilor Trish Shields amended to have the City apply for the People’s grant- all to come back to the January meeting, all in favor, motion carried.
B. Attorney RFP’s; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion to approve the attorney RFP’s, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.
C. Stantec 2015 Rate Schedule; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept the 2015 Rate Schedule from Stantec, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried
D. 2015 Tree Bid Publication; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to put out the 2015 tree bid, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried 
E. Audio system; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained the new information to council. Councilor Trish Shields commented that during the last Water and Sewer meeting, a resident made many comments about her hearing aids buzzing and not hearing anything. Many have made these comments as well. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said he is willing to work with staff to what we can do. I just don’t know if it benefits us to pay and upgrade the amplification side too. We will stay with the previous motion at this time.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A.  Building Values: Insurance; Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to have Sandy contact them and talk to them to see if they can leave the value as the last time they went through, other than the new city shop, Councilor Trish Shields second with friendly amendment to leave it or if not, to send someone out to physically look at every property to be evaluated with staff, all in favor, motion carried.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA* Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Trish Shields amended the agenda to pull 520 6th Street SE, to address the existing issue with the homeowner or contractor prior to approval, all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approved 1145 Chenoa LN SW, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 1145 Chenoa Lane SW
new construction
2. 520 6th Street SE



detached garage

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  11-18-2014
2. Special City Council Meeting: 12-1-2014   
D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to adjourn at 8:57pm, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
_____________________________________
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