November 18, 2014Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 @ 6:45pm
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 6:47pm.
II. ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein attended at 6:57pm. Engineer Joe Palen attended at 7:09pm. Attorney Fred Suhler attended at 7:21pm.
Absent: Councilor Nathan Hartung
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition: Resolution 2014-13 - Assessment hearing for 440 – 1st Ave NE. 

Councilor Jayne Krause made a motion to open the assessment hearing for 440 - 1st Ave NE. Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott: The City has maintained and mowed the property for the mowing season. The property owner is aware of this assessment hearing. We have done this for a few years. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve resolution 2014-13 for 440 1st Ave NE - $611.80 plus county fees of $25 – Councilor Jayne Krause second, voice vote all ayes, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM  
Century High School students sitting in on council meeting for school. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to welcome them to the meeting.
Third call for public forum. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed Public Forum at 7:03pm.

Short recess to make agenda copies and answer some questions from the Century High School students.

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT* ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  4; House fire alarm/smoke (bill), PIFD mutual aide smoking car (non-bill),  construction company cut a gas line (bill), and electrical pole caught on fire (non-bill)
2. Meeting Minutes

3. Payroll: $4964 total. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a  motion to approve $4964 for the Fire Department payroll, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
4. New portable radios ordered (two using AgStar grants and two budgeted)

5. New fire truck ordered; waiting for formal drawing and estimated delivery date

6. Annual fire relief meeting next month. Mayor Kevin McDermott and Clerk Sandy Jessen will be present for that meeting.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:  8; 3 city, 5 township  
2. Meeting Minutes
3.  Payroll: $6014. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve $6014 for the First Responders payroll, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL 
1. Resignation: request to pay out PTO
Travis has chosen to resign. Council hates to see him go. He has been an asset for the time he was here. We wish him the best. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the payout of the PTO on the date of leave, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
2. Council Payroll: Total $11,600. Councilor Jayne Krause made a motion to accept the $11,600 for Council payroll, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  September 15, 2014. Members are leaving. Alyssa and Penny resigned. Jayne will be leaving us as Council rep. We appreciate all they have done. Councilor Trish Shields will be taking over as treasurer with the help of Alyssa in the back ground and Bridget will take over as secretary.
2. City-Wide Gold Rush Ordinance. Attorney Fred Suhler stated: I understand the desire to have a control of things. There is a fine line. I have let Clerk Sandy Jessen know my stance on this. I just don’t know how non-profit can make rules and fine and control what goes on on City property. I understand the mind set and I think it goes too far. It doesn’t respect the difference between the City and Gold Rush. I think my memo speaks for its self. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: I see where you are coming from. I have a few questions on ordinances. Attorney Fred Suhler: If we treat everyone the same, that is fine. We had a few discussions on this. Those that are private property owners may do as they want because it is their property. I don’t know who wrote the ordinance but I do not like the wording in this ordinance. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: With the existing gathering permit on the books and merchants ordinance, how do we treat everyone the same for those on both private and City property? Attorney Fred Suhler gave an example on garage sales and who has a right to have garage sales that one weekend. If no one cares, it is kind of the same. Some people think that we should keep those people out that aren’t a part of Gold Rush. I do not think it is the Cities job to pick winners or losers. I don’t know. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: I do not want to exclude anybody. Our number one goal is to get everyone on the same set up time. This year was worse than ever. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein continued on to explain some of the situations. If we can use our existing ordinance or add to it. Attorney Fred Suhler: How this ordinance was drafted is essentially making a Gold Rush permit. Fred explained his reasoning for his statement. Councilor Jayne Krause: Is it possible to write an ordinance that this person camping on your property has to abide by a set up time? Attorney Fred Suhler: Then again this falls under gold rush having control. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: We are concerned about the start times for everyone’s safety. Discussion continued on about rules. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: I am proposing that private venders and gold rush venders follow the same rules. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Maybe we need to look at the gathering permit more closely. Attorney Fred Suhler: This is partly a legal issue and partly a political issue. Last time a lot of people came in when Gold Rush wanted to tighten things up, there was a lot of blow back on it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion for Attorney Fred Suhler to review the 507 gathering permit ordinance to get everyone on the same page in the interest of safety for Gold Rush venders and private venders and report back to the next meeting; Attorney Fred Suhler told council to take a good look at it so these rules apply all year long. Small discussion on venders who don’t have business in Oronoco and the issues with that. Attorney Fred Suhler said he will look at it some more. Mayor Kevin McDermott second the motion, all in favor, motion carried.
3. Donations: $28,850 donated back to the community. Exclusively from the money from Gold Rush venders and a few private vendors. Thanks to everyone.
4. Gold Rush Committee Meeting will be changed to the second Mondays. Still at 6pm. 

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Lance Sorensen, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: October 13, 2014
2. Garden Park: November 1st & November 22nd. Request for dumpster. Mayor Kevin McDermott has concerns about the snow coverage and finding things. The pile that is there should fit in a ten yard container. We had flooded properties that flooded out. Houses were removed and there is a whole bunch of debris. We have a pile of garbage on a vacant lot down there. Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire called around for various prices. Advanced disposal is our major hauler right now. We checked into Watson and Viet also.  They will be dropping if off Friday to get this cleaned up this weekend. Councilor Trish Shields asked what happened to the metal? The City is unaware of where it went or who took it. Mayor Kevin McDermott agrees that the City should have known but it was sitting there this whole time unfenced. It would have not amounted to much for cost. The idea is to get rid of the garage because if it floods this spring it will not get wash away. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion for the $175 hauling fee for Veit. $150 per ton, there is not much there. Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire will call in tomorrow and have it dropped off on Friday. We will use the 10 yard container, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Trish Shields would like to thank everyone who helped with the clean-up. Also would like to look into surveying the east boundary. There was a question on scrapping. Mayor Kevin McDermott said they can discuss it more in the spring.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
The dam will not be torn out this winter. The City just got word on that. Terry Lee with Olmsted County was present. He explained that the property titles are complex. The meeting went very well today. The remaining parties that own the lake bed will be contacted. We are very close. The appraisal we had came in higher than originally expected. We are still working on the purchasing of the property and wet lands. We will not be able to go to construction this winter. The City had to pay for dam debris removal this summer. There are still questions on who’s responsible for the dam. That will get cleared up. Councilor Trish Shields asked if they are suggesting that county will take it back and take on the cost for it. Mayor Kevin McDermott said the funds we will get for the next 5 years will go towards that. Terry Lee: County will be responsible for taking the dam out and grading the lake bed. We will not continue to pay for the operation of the dam once it is removed. We are coming up with an agreement between the City and County for costs. We will be discussing this in the future to resolve.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Expert Insulation:  $1858.00. Mayor Kevin McDermott said they would like to get one more bid. This will come out of next year’s budget. Want it under $2000 and could have it started in January. 
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; progress update.  Joe will bring the punch list to the budget meeting and we will bring it back up at that time to see what is complete.
L. STREETS & ROADS*   
1. Road Turnback; Mayor Kevin McDermott spoke with the entire county commission board. It was a lot to do with the lake bed. They want financial help and we will be in talk with that. We talked about the road conditions and dissatisfaction on the project. It was indicated that that will be looked at in the spring. I have their attention and nothing can be done this year about it. We will take care of it next year. Engineer Joe Palen said Mayor Kevin McDermott did a supper job today letting them know the Cities concerns.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  November 13, 2014. P&Z discussed the billboard ordinance. We decided to leave it as it is. Complaint on storage building: The chairmen requested a letter to be sent on ordinance hours. Last was a driveway concern. They are aware they cannot get a permit on the garage until the second driveway has been removed. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that the letters have been sent out to the storage place and the resident with the second driveway. Mayor Kevin McDermott would entertain Oronoco Gas N’ Go’s billboard to be bigger but not add more.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  October 28, 2014. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said they had a really good meeting with the representatives. We discussed the proposed septic plans. MPCA staff and MPFA was here as well, to what if any help we may expect. The answer was whether we construct our own or paired with someone; we might get more support with the bonding bill if we pair with another community. Engineer Joe Palen went into the details of the meeting. It gives us a good indication that there is a lot of interest in it. We have a lot of work ahead of us. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that one comment was about the legislature, that the city should have face time up at the capital. Councilor Trish Shields said to be the squeaky wheel that gets noticed.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Throndson letter to County Administrator: Mayor Kevin McDermott conveyed to County about the completion of the project and the Cities and residents disapproval.
B. Publish Attorney RFP and Publish Engineer RFP:

Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained that we are not unhappy with Stantec. I just wanted it on the agenda to discuss if there were cheaper options for the City. I have been on the Council for 4 years and maybe we have looked into pricing once. Councilor Trish Shields stated that we have an obligation and responsibility to the public to open regular bidding. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that this is nothing against Fred or Joe, but looking into this for the community is something that should be entertained. It has been some time. Councilor Jayne Krause asked if we have contracts now. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained that we do not have contracts, we renew every January. Attorney Fred Suhler said he does not have any issues with exposing his qualifications every time. I think I can make an argument that in the past we had many engineers over several years and it caused a lot of issues. I am not opposed to healthy competition. Engineer Joe Palen said to not take this lightly. It is time consuming to look over proposals. You really need to look at the qualifications. The more experience is the better decision and typically they will cost more money than someone who is less experienced. Attorney Fred Suhler said that engineering firms are pretty stable. They retain a lot of City information on infrastructure and streets, basically the institutional memory. It costs a lot of money to make proposals. Mayor Kevin McDermott suggested to think about it and bring it back to the budget meeting.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
VIII. NEW BUSINESS
A. Orderly Annexation Agreement: renewal (review cost of building use). Clerk Sandy Jessen drafted this up. This is for Oronoco Township. This is area that is in our long term annexation. Township uses chambers for all their meeting and elections. They do not pay anything. We are requesting money to help with the heating bill. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve this Annexation and send it to Township, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
B. Election Results:  Canvassing. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the election results, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott would like to thank everyone who ran and those who voted. It was a very good turn out this year.
C. CEDA: contract renewal. We have a standing contract with CEDA, they have all kinds of people that help with grant writing, anything. When we get into projects we can hire them to help us with anything we need them for. It is an hourly rate. If we want to set aside $10000, it will be there if we need it. We don’t pay anything unless we hire them for help. Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to accept the CEDA contract renewal, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1.  940 Woodlands Ln SE






deck
B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting:  10-21-2014
2. Special City Council Meeting: 10-28-2014

3. Special City Council Meeting:  11-10-2014

D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available at office for view.

3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
Mayor Kevin McDermott made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.

XI.  ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Kevin McDermott made motion to adjourn at 8:32pm, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
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