February 18, 2014Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, February 18, 2014 @ 7:00pmPM
I. CALL TO ORDER
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein called the meeting to order at 7:04pm. 
II. ROLL CALL

Members present:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Absent: Mayor Kevin McDermott and Councilor Nathan Hartung.
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Addition:  V.K.2. Frozen pipes 

Councilor Jayne Krause motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Three calls for public forum were made and no residents came forward.  Public Forum was closed at 7:04pm.
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Meeting Minutes

2. Runs: 2 (MVA and PIFD Mutual aide at Watsons) + two FR MVA assists
3. 2 Radios: $4000 each 1 Fire Dept. & 1 1st Resp.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve for the two radios one for fire and one for fire Councilor Jayne Krause second all in favor, motion carried.
4. Advisory Committee Agreement:  Southeast Public Safety Training Center.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the agreement, Councilor Jayne Krause; second all in favor motion carried.
5. Generator update:  panel installed, finish wiring Thursday, and next the generator will be installed.
6. New truck/committee update: meeting with companies for pricing.  Next step? Dan will put together information from trucking companies and Sandy will pull together bonding information and it will be brought back to council.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Meeting Minutes: 1-13-2014
2. Runs: 8, 1 city & 7 township
3. Meeting / Training Day Update: 1st Tuesday of the month @ 6:30pm.  Councilor Trish Shields motioned to change the meeting date, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. Lights $9000: quote good until July, will continue to look at grants as they become available.
5. SE EMS Conference March 14th & 15th there are 5 members attending $80 per attendee.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve training, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Trish Shields made a friendly amendment to add up to two more.
6. New pulse ox came in.
D.  EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director  
E. PERSONNEL
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
1. Meeting Minutes:  1-13-2014
The next meeting was postponed to next Monday.

H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Lance Sorensen, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes:  February 3, 2014 
There was no quorum.  Had one guest Tim Graham; would like to see some painting done in River Park Park at the tennis court and is looking for resources.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Insurance Claim: floor complete, ceiling complete, getting bids on heater $2300 - $3000. City may have to cover a portion of the lighting; we are waiting on additional radiator quotes.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve up to $2500, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop; no updates.
2. Frozen Pipes:  frozen septic at the park, it is partially open; it may get worse before it gets better. Staff is monitoring the situation. There is a circulating system available for the water reservoir.  We have an estimate for the Utility Service Mixer but without full council Councilor Skyler Breitenstein recommended reviewing later and getting additional estimates.
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Bid opening 2-20-2014 @ 10:00am. Set Special Meeting:  based on the schedule, bids would be opened on Thursday, February 20th and then schedule an assessment hearing. 
2. Annexation of Remaining Cedar Woodlands property: the undeveloped and unplatted property has not been annexed into the city limits.  Attorney Fred Suhler and Engineer Joe Palen discussed the annexation of the land.  There is an annexation agreement with the township and the process is not lengthy. There would be costs paid to the township.  Councilor Jayne Krause recommended the attorney correspond with the bank on the annexations and bring back information to the next Council meeting.  
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes –  February 13, 2014
Set a public hearing for Oronoco Crossings second replat. Also, there were recommendations for letters to be sent to businesses in town.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  January 28, 2014
2. There is frustration from River Wood Hills homeowners’ association with the previous developer; they are having a hard time moving forward with lack of funds. Also, discussed was the Allen property, the county moved ahead with change of zoning in the township area only.
3. MN Ave S repair; no update.
4. Facility Plan Update: a handout was given to Council and added to packet.  Projections of wastewater service population and flow. Wastewater collection system improvement and project phasing. Wastewater treatment options. Estimated wastewater treatment costs and the project next steps were presented.
Presentation:  The larger subdivisions were built with community septic systems. There is a lot of pipe in the ground. There are 16 sanitary sewer districts: A-P. There is also a collections system map which shows gravity sewer pipe (green), a number of lift stations, force main (red), there are a number of houses which are set back and gravity is expensive so put in grinder and pump stations and outlets to a gravity pipe system.  B is downtown, a high priority, there many failing systems and it would be part of phase one, grinder stations that flow down to 1st Ave SE would pump to Pine Island,  Rochester, or would go south east of Cedar Woodlands. C is phase 2, higher density grinder stations and pump across the river. D, Jasik’s has larger homes not within proposed phases, future, low pressure system, E; large lots newer construction not a lot of demand, phase 3.  F is a combo of large and small lots, phase 2.  By phasing with failing systems can capitalize on grant dollars. F is mainly grinder stations, put in 1.25 to 3 inch pipe; it’s less expensive to install. G is River Park they have an existing system within the development agreement they are required to connect within a year. A gravity flow and pumping system would   pump to the central lift station. H is newer construction, larger lots, they have alternative grinder stations and a few gravity. I is Cedar Woodlands area subject to inclusion when a developer approaches the city.  It would be a gravity system. J is Cedar Woodlands I and II they have two systems.  They would be split in two; south area would be brought in when the area south developed. K, phase one; River Wood Hills flows to a central location and then would have to tie it together and pump to gravity lift station. L, Oronoco Crossings and M Cedar Woodlands III; the city will not require to connect unless they could use their system for 12 years unless they choose otherwise. N is a future phase with high growth potential. O and P are similar for future growth and development.   B, G, J, K, first phase with three lift stations and 288 residential units. Second phase; C, F, and P,   the Cravath area is penciled in phase 3; it could be 20 years out. If water is brought in it may make sense to bring in sewer at the same time, maximize users and serve future phases.   Treatment options:  Rochester option: it has a long distance and would not allow for growth. It would go down to about 55th street; approximately 7 miles.  Pine Island option would require pumping four miles.  Oronoco option east of Cedar Woodlands out of city limits, above flood plain, with less than a mile of pumping.  Pine Island would cost 15,900,000.  Oronoco would be $12,700,000.   Pine Island has a $900 per sanitary connection charge; usage is $3.19 per 1000 gallons and an $18.50 monthly fixed fee.  Through 2035 Oronoco’s total annual costs $3,780,000 and in 2024 there would be a need to expand the sanitary sewer system.  Request is for authorization for placement on PFA’s priority list by 3-7-14.  The city is on the PPL for just downtown but would like to amend to include all of phase one. It puts us on the PPL.  At the March 18th meeting will review with council the facility plan and set date for public hearing. Then would submit an IUP intended use plan. Set special meeting for the facility plan review.  Phasing is subjective phase 1 would be soon and phase 2 could be 5 – 10 years after. The funding process is long; the water project took about two years. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to authorize to be placed on the PPL, Councilor Jayne Krause second; disc: the list non-committal, it shows interest in moving forward, committee has been informed that the city is on the PCA’s radar, if we don’t hit the deadline it puts it out another year. All in favor, motion carried.  Special meeting for facilities plan will be March 24th @ 6:30pm.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
A. Animal Control; no update
B. Flooded Properties:  $15,000, need estimates, will submit to SEMCHRA when received.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A. SEMLM 2014 Legislative Policy Positions:  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve the current policy positions, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried. 
B. Freezing pipes: water bill adjustment request. Discussion:  We have advised both city water users and city residents not on city water but wells to monitor water temperatures.  It benefits us as a community to help out.  If extended to residents they must contact city hall; this could go on several months (3 or 4), establish a cap.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to any residents that would like to proceed with a rebate they will get a 10% credit on increased water usage, not the flat fee, year over year, or 10% credit for those that have not been established up to $15. Councilor Jayne Krause second; discussion: must contact city hall to receive the credit, it will prevent more costs with frozen pipes, all in favor, motion carried.
C. Freezing Pipes: Discussion: some city lines, 5 residents so far have had frozen pipes, 2 have been restored, by process of elimination the freezes have been within city lines, there is some grey area on one in Cedar Woodlands, getting returned to service should be city responsibility. Attorney Fred Suhler: notify league to see if it is covered.  City has issued notice to run water if the water temperature is low.  There are also some septic alarms are going off in River Wood Hills.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve for five affected residents, to contact LMC for coverage, anything that isn’t covered without excavating, be paid by city and any excavating, costs to be borne by the contractor/ homeowner,  or insurance, Councilor Jayne Krause second; if cost is contested they can approach council. All in favor, motion carried.  Further freeze ups on city property will be covered.  Revisit permitting fees.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
a.  1140 1st Street NW



basement finish
b. 747 River Park Place SE


fireplace
c. 720 Treetop Lane SW


furnace

d. 775 Woodsview Lane SW

water heater

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes –1-21-2014
D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget:  available for view in the office.
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to approve Councilor Jayne Krause second all in favor, motion carried.
XI. ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motion to adjourn at 9:22 pm., Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.

______________________



    ________________________    

  City Clerk                                             Mayor
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