

December 17, 2013Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, December 17, 2013 @ 6:45PM
I. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:50pm.
II. ROLL CALL

Members present:  Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jayne Krause, Councilor Trish Shields, Attorney Fred Suhler, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Absent:   Councilor Nathan Hartung & Councilor Skyler Breitenstein.
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
IV. TRUTH N TAXATION PUBLIC HEARING

A.  Resolution 2013-10: Approving the Final Tax Levy Collectible in 2014.  Mayor Kevin McDermott: We are able to set a levy of $625,000 and increase of $23,000 and were able to keep city taxes .55% lower than last year.  We have more new homes and business; the tax base has come back after the flood.  The other portion is we lowered the amount going into the CIP post flood and we have bumped that back up for city projects.  We are taking over an additional 5 miles of road as well.  We can continue with our maintenance program and various other projects. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the final tax levy of $625,000 collectible in 2014, Councilor Jayne Krause second; Voice Vote, ayes: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Trish Shields, Councilor Jayne Krause. 
V. PUBLIC FORUM 
Roger Wells @ 140 6th Lane NE would like to ask City Council for support of an East Center Street guardrail.  This has been brought up previously, there is not enough slope.  It has been brought to the county’s attention.  He doesn’t think the city should take the same risk the county did.  There have been other ponds that have had deadly accidents in other areas.  The asphalt; not sure if its better or worse the city plow has done a good job but when it is below zero the salt and sand doesn’t work very well.  If you try to move over when meeting a car there is nowhere to go.  It shouldn’t be a big expense to the city. Mayor Kevin McDermott spoke with Mike Sheehan and Scott Holmes from the county and it sounds like they will be willing to install it next spring.  We haven’t taken over the roads yet. It is later in the discussion.
 Mayor Kevin McDermott called three times for public forum and closed at 7:05pm.
VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 1 (CO alarm) 
2. Meeting Minutes

3. New truck update/H-GAC:  it is a buying organization that manufacturers send in their prices.  These are pre bid pricing packages. Area cities’ that have recently purchased through them are Zumbro Falls, Byron, Rochester, and Mazeppa. There is no fee to join but we would like to get the ball rolling.  There isn’t anything negative.  Attorney Fred Suhler did some research on the organization and state law will allow the City to acquire equipment; it is similar to a state contract.  It looks legitimate.  There were about 100 MN cities that have used this service.   Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve to join the H-GAC to look at a new truck, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried. 
4. Unsolicited $50 donation from SEMA:  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the donation from SEMA, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried. 
5. Elections: same leadership as this year (Dan Sundt - Chief, Chris Stolp - Assistant Chief, Pat McGovern - EOC)
6. The Fire Department and Lions Club did an excellent job for cookies and cocoa with Santa and the toy drive.

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:  7, 5 Township & 2 City  
2. Meeting Minutes
3. EMT Training:  $2312.50 for five people.  
4. Elections: stayed the same for last year; Tina Stolp stepped down for training, Dan Sundt stepped up.
5.  Pulse oximeter is not repairable it is ten years old.  Don’t have an exact number yet. Between $2000 and $3000.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve up to $2000, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL
1.  Office Request to close:  December 24th & December 31st  using PTO.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve closing those dates, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.
2. Employees’ Request for PTO Carryover: Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Personnel Meeting: updates and staff coverage.  New employee is on board, we went over winter hours and well monitoring on weekends as well.   It is getting better as more people are on the system.  We are making sure we have staff coverage and there is discussion of adding an automated system to eliminate weekend well checks.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Ordinance 1-2014:  Fee Schedule:  increase water usage $2.75 and $15.45. The gambling and pull tab fees listing will combine them, they are the same cost and now listed separately.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Ordinance 1-2014, Councilor Trish Shields second; Voice Vote: ayes: Councilor Jayne Krause, Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Trish Shields, motion carried.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Kevin McDermott 
1. Meeting Minutes:  Mayor Kevin McDermott; there wasn’t a meeting in December.  January’s meeting needs to be changed.  It will be January 13th at 6:00pm.  Thank you to everyone for their support.  Also extend a thank you to Lynn Benrud. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein will be chair and Mayor Kevin McDermott will be co-chair. 
H. PARKS & TRAILS* - Charlie Fried, Parks & Trails Chair*
1. Meeting Minutes: December 2, 2013
2. Mayor Kevin McDermott thanked Charlie Fried for his work on the committee and he will be stepping down at the end of this year.  There are two terms that will be expiring.
3. Member Nominations: Shirley Kingsley-Berg & Jessica Peterman.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the two nominees to three year terms, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried. Charlie recommends a certificate be drafted and sent.
4. $2000 Donation to Swing set Fund: also $1000 from DOGR.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept the donation of $2000 to the swingset fund, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried. 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City  Shop
2. Post Issuance Compliance Policies and Procedures:  Councilor Jayne Krause motioned to accept the post issuance compliance policies and procedures, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried. 
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. County Turnback: Resolution 2013-11
Discussion:  Mayor Kevin McDermott: I believe Councilor Skyler Breitenstein sent an e-mail and Engineer Joe Palen has a punch list. I did speak with Scott Holmes and Mike Sheehan and received verbal commitment from Scott Holmes that a walk through would be done in the spring and will address some of the issues.  We don’t have a full council and am torn. Engineer Joe Palen; there are some significant issues with the slopes and shouldering.  There is aggregate shouldering and we thought it would be turf.  The slopes are steep and will not stand the test of time; there will be difficulty mowing and washouts. They don’t meet the normal standard.  The slopes should be 3 -1; it is a hazard.  Striping issues, footprints in a curb, these are things that should be fixed and am confident the smaller items will be addressed.  The steeper slopes will just be hydro seeded.  Mayor Kevin McDermott: Scott thought they would do the guardrail because the pond was not able to be done. Felt good about the conversation but there is nothing in writing.  We are plowing the streets.  Engineer Joe Palen: technically would you need to plow the street.  Councilor Trish Shields has significant concerns on her property it is very steep and has issue with accepting the road.  Engineer Joe Palen there are drainage issues there.  Councilor Trish Shields spoke with Scott and nothing has been addressed. Engineer Joe Palen they can put a trash guard; there are pros and cons.  Councilor Trish Shields there were boulders in the culverts before. Councilor Jayne Krause recommends that it be tabled.   Mayor Kevin McDermott tables the resolution until January. 
2. Cedar Woodlands: no updates.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – 12-12-2013@ 7:00pm
2. Public Hearings for People’s Coop:  solar plants.  Mayor Kevin McDermott tabled to January.  There isn’t enough council present to bring it to a vote. 
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Meeting Minutes: October 22, 2013

2. Well sealing 

3. Facilities Plan:  Engineer Joe Palen submitted updates. Joe Palen, John Carney (MPCA) met with Neil Britton from Pine Island and provided good information which is in the AUAR.  The 2002 facilities plan wasn’t formally adopted by the MPCA.  We are requesting that the city authorize effluent limits at two locations.  There are different sites within Elk Run or southwest of the developed areas in Oronoco. The MPCA will issue those. The cost has increased over the past few years, it is $1550 and they will check three locations.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the $1550 for preliminary effluent limits, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.  Population projections: in 2007 there were projections done by the county and they have updated them. The projection to 2030 would be 2238 – adding about 76 people per year; in 2007 they projected 4200.   In the 2002 facilities plan it was 7000.  These appear more reasonable. Mayor Kevin McDermott: lower limits do seem more reasonable. Engineer Joe Palen; the population will double in 17 years and I am more comfortable with that number.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; the DMC may affect this as well for those that don’t want to live in the city. Councilor Trish Shields; projected growth, what is Pine Island?   Engineer Joe Palen; 4400 -5100 and in 2007 it was 6900.   Byron decreased and Chatfield is about the same. 
4. RWH Subdivision: Mayor Kevin McDermott; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein also addressed in his email presented tonight.  Attorney Fred Suhler; there are two or three issues that get into this discussion.  Whether the money is someplace and if it exists.   At the moment the purpose that the money is for doesn’t exist yet.  We are making an inquiry to an enterprise that is effectively defunct and the only activity is the lawsuit with the city.  The problem is the corporation has no money to follow up with the promises made in the agreement.  Suing someone with no money is only good for the lawyers.  How do you make someone do something if they have no assets? The city isn’t ignorant; that there were promises made, the remedy is to sue but there are no funds available.  They have no way to do what they were supposed to do; bankruptcy disavows all contracts.  I’m not sure if he did file proceedings but the companies’ Fitzpatrick Construction and Fitzpatrick Real Estate have not renewed with the Secretary of State.  A judgment from and entity with no assets.  There are a number of corporations which he operates under.  We are arguing with them in court for the well purchase.  Control of the well and who owes who what.  Cedar Woodlands Development was done by Fitzpatrick Real Estate which is different than Fitzpatrick Construction. Mayor Kevin McDermott; start with the letter and see what the response is and we will let Adam know we have responded.  Attorney Fred Suhler will respond to Councilor Skyler Breitenstein to explain his position.  Councilor Jayne Krause would set a response date prior to next City Council meeting.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve letter with response date by next City Council meeting, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried. The City isn’t required to accept the septic system.  The city would not purchase the system.  
5. Well Repair:  $19,067.80
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. 1st Street NW:  ROW trimming update many property owners have completed as well as Peoples Coop has gone through.
B. Street Light:  request to turn on @ River Park Road SE, cul de sac. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve, Councilor Trish Shields second; all in favor, motion carried.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
A. Animal Control
B. Flooded Properties: property clean-up in progress.  Thank all who helped pile debris.
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A.
Stantec:  2014 Fees 3% increase.  Councilor Trish Shields accept the 2014 fees, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
B.
MAOSC:  2014 Membership Request.  The city will continue with the LMC.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 775 River Park Road SE






new construction

2. 1st Ave NW










new construction

3. 175 6th Lane NE








garage

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 11-19-2013
D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Jayne Krause second; all in favor, motion carried.  
XI. ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Trish Shields motioned to adjourn at 8:13 pm, Mayor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
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