

September 17, 2013Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda  
Tuesday, September 17, 2013 @ 7:00PM
I. CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Nathan Hartung, , Councilor Jayne Krause, Attorney Fred Suhler, Engineer Joe Palen, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.

Absences: Councilor Trish Shields
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA Councilor Jayne Krause motioned for approval of agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Dale Allen –own property in Oronoco and outside Oronoco: Dale gave a background of what happened during last council meeting. He will not go ahead with the booster because it is not feasible without sewer. He is working on changing the land use plan now. Dale would like to know if there are long term expansion plans, if the city sees that for the future. He showed council a plan of what he would like to build. He would like to pursue a rural type subdivision. He is wondering why city would block any type of growth on the sides of the property. Dale would like council to take a long hard look at that. He thinks the land will never develop on city water; he would like to know why city is land grabbing it. Mayor Kevin McDermott said the city was not land grabbing. “Our city has a lot of sewer and water issues and even back when I was on council, it was set up for city and to connect to subdivisions. You came to us as an access point and at the time we believed that it would connect.” Dale said that we could change the access point, but how’s that work when your not willing to develop the land around it. He asked if council even went to look at the property. They said they did. Dale continued on with how much things would cost. Nathan asked more questions in regards to pricing. Small discussion went on about it being annexed into the city in the future; Dale wanting it to be part of the city. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said his letter came as a regular citizen and not council and he would like to see more development in Oronoco. When county wanted an opinion, our thoughts were, urban development is looking at 25 to 50 years out. That property is very secluded, but when you come out, the city is boom right there. My letter is coming from, not to suggest all that money now, just to do the basic piping, there is a lot of paperwork at the beginning, just do the booster now so in the future it would be all set up to go. City Engineer Joe Palen said to look at the other developments in how they got started. Some started on a single well serving 20 homes. If that was done, it may never be connected, but after 20, 40 years, it may be feasible then and the starting structure will be there. Dale came back with counter statements as to water never being connected to this property. Joe suggested maybe looking at Pine Island for the future as well. Dale explained his thoughts on pumping and cost. Council went on to explain what Councilor Skyler Breitenstein was trying to say earlier. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked why he doesn’t connect to County? Dale said he still is looking at it all, overall. The hang up is the road coming into the city.
Councilor Trish Shields entered at 7:16pm.
Councilor Nathan Hartung continued saying that Dale should change his approach on it. He explained what he meant using a metaphor about building through a mountain. “The fact that the city needs to maintain the same precedence with all the other subdivisions that have built here.” Nathan gave a few suggestions for Dale. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that the county wanted our opinion first to decide how to change the land use, and that is why Dale came to us first. He went on explaining that we may grow multiple directions and it may be something for the future. We are not trying to prevent expansion; we also feel outside the city that that is up to the county commissioners and hope they factor us in. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein went on to explain more specifics about wac and sac charges and booster systems. “I think that there is enough potential, the ground work is there long term.” Dale went on about the CapX2020, cost, value of land, and development. “It would cost too much to put pipe underground if it will never have city services. It is land scrapping.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that if you were to build, we do not have any jurisdiction on it right now. I appreciate you coming back. Dale wants to know if council will take action on this. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked what kind of action he is looking for. Dale said he is looking into the land use plan. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked if “you are looking for us to sway one direction or another?” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said his wording is that it is foreseeable in the future, not right now. Dale said it needs to be looked at. Mayor Kevin McDermott said to lean on Joe, he is an engineer. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked if it should be developed in the first place? Dale said why wouldn’t we want to develop there, it has good soil. Councilor Nathan Hartung “It is great to have these views but what is the sense having it done? I don’t think that council is ready to make the request that you want. Mayor Kevin McDermott decided to call it done for discussion. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked about adding them to the agenda to discuss it later.
Dan Ondler - 1st Ave NW:  Is there a plan to put a sign at White Pine Road; to put up a sign that says Oronoco? Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it has been brought to his attention by others…he would talk to Tori tomorrow. Dan went on to explain the way the road is set up and that his daughter got confused and went the wrong way. Dan said thank you for looking into it.

Mayor Kevin McDermott closed public forum at 7:32pm.
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  1 (fire in ditch on HWY 52)
2. Meeting Minutes
3. FPW open house Wed 10/10 5-8 PM – open to public. 
4.   Request to take up to $2500 from the equipment fund for FPW. Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion for up to $2500 from the equipment fund for FPW, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried. Small discussion about how gambling was going.
5.   Request pre-approval for up to $700 for Shawn/Brett to attend Tri-State Emergency Responder Conference in IA. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made motion to approve $700 for the conference, Councilor Trish Shields second, all in favor, motion carried.
6.   New portable radio from DNR grant now in service.
7.   Justin Reisdorfer resigned 8/16/2013
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs:  10; 7 city and 3 township 
2. EMT class starting next month
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
E. PERSONNEL: meeting was cancelled this month.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution 2013-3:  Adopting Lien for unpaid charges on a water bill at 1270 Valley View Ln SW in the amount of $148.58.  Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to adopt lien for unpaid charges in the amount of $148.58 at 127 Valley View LN SW, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. Voice Vote: All Aye’s. No Naye’s.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Kevin McDermott 
1.  Meeting Minutes:  August 5, 2013. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein talked about the meeting. “A lot of the new stuff we tried this year, like the art crawl; the revenue was as or about the previous year.” Any donations anyone would like to give are very welcome. The donation deadline is Oct. 11, 2013.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 
1. Meeting Minutes: September 9, 2013. Charlie said that one motion that we request action on is to spend $1000 for a bocce ball court at the community center. He went on to explain the plan. Mayor Kevin McDermott had a few questions about boards because of gold rush traffic. Charlie went on to explain rules and answered questions. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asked about people having sets? Charlie said he has his own; the idea is for groups to do it. Councilor Nathan Hartung asked if they had to have it on this side of town. Charlie said it would be great behind Tilly’s but the idea was for the seniors to be able to play it too. Small discussion on the boards being set up during Gold Rush. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made motion to approve up to balance and along with Cain and a member of the Gold Rush committee to come up with a location, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried. Small discussion between Councilor Nathan Hartung and Charlie about basketball.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* Mayor Kevin McDermott said that the Oronoco Dam coming out is being delayed, looking at it being out next year.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. City Shop – Bid publication
2. Well Repairs - Scheduling for October

L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Shouldering of streets: budget 2014 will be added to the CIP
2. 2014 ROW Tree Trimming Bids: Hathaway & Arborists. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that Hathaway came in for less. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein made a motion for approval of Hathaway for 2014 tree bid as needed, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
3. River Wood Lane SW Asphalt Repair: contacted two companies, only one sent bid.  Rochester Service bid is $1440 to repair where the road was dug up to repair the waterline break. Mayor Kevin McDermott made motion to approve Rochester Service to take care of repair, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
4. Cedar Woodlands Roads: cost for second lift is approximately $146,000.  City Engineer Joe Palen: Should the assessment process be initiated? And what properties should be assessed. Joe brought the completed feasibility report and went over it with council. Joe talked about the cracks in the road, man holes and shouldering. There is a fair amount of work there. It will cost about $145,000 dollars. How should we fund this type of improvement? We should assess it for 100% of the cost. Joe explained the process. How do we fairly assess it? We cannot assess it for any greater amount then the value of the property. There are undeveloped parcels, developed parcels and some with larger parcels to look at. If we pursue assessing these on a per property basis…he went on to explain how it would be done. Each parcel would be charged $2400.53 each. It would be spread over a ten year term. That is one way of doing that, or the second way is to assess on a lineal frontage assessment. He explained how that would work. Doing the math it would be $22 per assessable footage. Attorney Fred Suhler said that the statute doesn’t talk about fairness. The problem is that the City didn’t go out and aggressively pursue this, it got dumped in their lap. It will be more expensive to complete next year. At some point or another they will have to pay for a street that is falling apart. A traditional way to pay for this was something called the front foot method. Fred explained how that works. I don’t think it needs to be decided on tonight. I think all we need to know tonight is if the project can be done and in the future how we assess it so it is uniform. Joe said the recommendation we would need is to talk with the cities financial consultant. Other recommendation, if we reach a point that we go through with it, we need to follow the process. Councilor Jayne Krause had a few questions for Joe. Mayor Kevin McDermott said council will bring it back next month.
5. Reclaim material…we could use this for the shouldering or the public works garage, wash outs, ect. Where would we put this? Mayor Kevin McDermott suggested Caryl Cowden Park. Joe said it would be 1000 yards, and we didn’t need to take it all. Councilor Jayne Krause said we should take as much as we can. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said we would have a rock garden for a few years. Mayor Kevin McDermott said it was free. Joe said, yes it is free. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said that he is worried about the safety of children playing in it. We should have a fence. Joe said he agrees and it could be put in neat piles. Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to have the stock pile at Caryl Cowden Park for now, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – 9-12-2013@ 7:00pm. Councilor Nathan Hartung went over the meeting.
2. Public Hearing Set for 9-12-2013: Rezone & Variance: 25 MN Ave N. P&Z recommended approval. Councilor Jayne Krause stepped down for this portion. Councilor Nathan Hartung made motion to accept rezone for B1 and variance for square footage, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, small discussion on it being a welcome addition, all in favor, motion carried.

Mayor Kevin McDermott held a 5 min recess at 8:18pm.


Council meeting re-opened at 8:24pm.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Minutes- 9-4-2013 @ 7:00pm. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein went over the meeting.
He talked about the community assessment report and went over the well sealing grant. The application has to be turned in by the end of September 2013. It ends as of December 2013. It is a shame for those who missed out on it.
2. Septic Repair RWH: letter sent for reimbursement, no response. How would council like to proceed? Councilor Nathan Hartung asked if it could be in closed session. Mayor Kevin McDermott said it would be for closed session.
3. RWH Subdivision: homeowner’s association attorney. Staff has requested direction.
4. Discussion with Dale Allen on a feasibility report, to have better numbers to come up with a better decision. His question is if the property will ever be on water? Councilor Nathan Hartung said the report will cost money. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that we have been working with you; City Engineer Joe Palen has a lot of time and money tied up in looking at the property. The City has spent money without having a Cost Security Agreement with you. Dale said you need to base your decision on fact not opinion. Councilor Nathan Hartung said it would be useful but it should be footed by the person who wants it. Dale said he does not want to be a part of the City, they don’t want to be annexed. Councilor Nathan Hartung went on with saying that it seems like you do want something or not want something. Do you want to be a part of the city? Do you want to have city water? Dale: No, I want you to say that you can’t service it. Discussion between Dale and Councilor Nathan Hartung continued. Kevin asked Joe to step in. Joe said that Oronoco has made strides with well and septic; the city will continue to grow. What I am hearing is that it is a step back to have a development with steep terrain and be served with municipal facilities, it would set a precedence. Discussion continued about connecting and not connecting. Attorney Fred Suhler said “that it is a common problem going on for 20 years.” Gave an example using Rochester. “Joe is talking about 5 years from now, the city would not have an expansion plan but in the future it could be part of the city future plan. You could be saying that if you say now, I don’t think you want to build, you are telling them you will never build, and now you are setting precedence for when builders come in. You should think about what you are saying because the City has as much stake in this too.” Discussion still continued about having it done in the future. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein suggested keeping it urban development. We appreciate Mr. Allen and the development but we haven’t come to a decision about it. Dale had a few questions for Joe about water flushing. Joe said we have not looked at the areas outside of the city in great detail. Councilor Jayne Krause asked if we are preventing Dale from building his development.  Mayor Kevin McDermott said the Olmsted County wants an opinion of our thoughts with a development butting up to our boarder’s matters. Attorney Fred Suhler gave a suggestion for him to have the City change their land use plan. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it is the counties designation right now and they were looking for our opinion. 50 years ago it was part of our land use map and some point it got taken out. Attorney Fred Suhler said that maybe I misunderstand, but maybe it should go through P & Z first. Dale said it is part of Pine Island’s land use plan, and Pine Island doesn’t want it. Attorney Fred Suhler said maybe he should seek the advice of county. Should the City consider this is the future land use plan. If the City does not want it in the land use map, council should tell county that. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: this language affects Oronoco Township. Dale said that township does support it. Councilor Jayne Krause said it would be interesting to find out why it got taken out. Dale said that it can’t be serviced, that’s probably why. Attorney Fred Suhler asked if it was Oronoco Township, right? Council said yes. Attorney Fred Suhler: so you want this approved, wouldn’t you go to township? Dale said yes, township is approving it. Fred said why is anyone asking us? Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said County has asked us an opinion not whether he can develop or not. Discussion went on about jurisdiction and what we are making a decision on. Discussion went back to reasonable access and ordinance language. Then discussion went on to proper developing. Attorney Fred Suhler said that someone should call county to see what the hang up is. Councilor Nathan Hartung made a motion to have our city clerk contact/call township and see what they would like from us and what they believe that the City should have an opinion in the matter, Councilor Jayne Krause second, not all in favor, motion failed. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained the situation to council again as to how this came about. Councilor Nathan Hartung made a motion to draft a letter stating an official position signifying that we would eventually like to see that it is connected to the cities utilities in the future. Attorney Fred Suhler stepped in saying what would happen if that letter got sent. Councilor Nathan Hartung amends motion saying that we would like it to connect to the municipal utility in the future but right now it is up to county to make a decision on it. Attorney Fred Suhler suggests that since the item is not on the agenda and since nobody knows what county wants…then we cannot make a decision. More discussion about it. Fred said I don’t feel very comfortable right now when we don’t know what it really is, all in favor, Councilor Jayne Krause abstain, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
1.  Assess Mowing Fees $650.00: 440 1st Ave NE, set public hearing 10-15-2013, 6:45pm. Mayor Kevin McDermott approve mowing fees, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried.
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
A. Animal Control
B. Flooded Properties: Community Garden: developed cost estimates, drew plans, and submitted to SEMCHRA for approval. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A.  PERA Aid 2014
IX.CONSENT AGENDA* Councilor Nathan Hartung made motion to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1. 15 9th Ave NW 






deck permit
2. 1000 MN Ave S






storage shed

3. 870 Woodlands Ln SE




new construction 
4. 1150 Cedar Dr SE






new construction

5.  











7 water meter permits

6. 540 West Center Street




garage
B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 8-20-2013
D. FINANCIALS

1. Eastwood  Bank Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Account Receipts 
Lady from newspaper had a few questions.

Closed Regular City Council meeting at 9:11pm.
X.  CLOSED SESSION about a lawsuit.
Closed session open at 9:14pm.
Closed session closed at 9:23pm.
Re-opened Regular City Council meeting at 9:23pm

Discussion on going after bill on septic repair.
XI. ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Kevin McDermott made motion to adjourn, Councilor Jayne Krause second, all in favor, motion carried.
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