June 26, 2012 Special Council Meeting

City of Oronoco

Special City Council Meeting Agenda

June 26, 2012
6:30PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Members Present:  Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Nathan Hartung, Councilor Doug Gillard, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Absent:  Councilor Scott Keigley.
III.    Oronoco Crossing’s Preliminary Plat
Discussion: City Engineer Joe Palen; The traffic study was received today at 3:30 and he has not had a chance to look closely at the study.  Wenck Associates prepared the study.  People’s Coop contracted for the traffic study.  Wenck used a list of potential users to build the model; started with traffic counts on Lake Shady Ave morning and evening counts.  The site plan shows potential uses for the purpose of the property some high and low traffic uses. Developed traffic forecasts for the road by assuming completion for 2016 and added background growth with Elk Run and city growth. By 2016 estimated the trips in am and pm;  trips are assigned to the driveways from 7:30 to 8:30am 138 vehicles are right turns, 28 to left turn, out 116 left and 120 right turns, pm is similar. The volumes are higher in the pm. Traffic analysis analyzes the lanes with volumes; delay ranges are A-F.  Level of service is level A then B with development in 2016 and pm is an A for now and B for 2016.  The lanes would operate adequately.  Right turn lane; level of service it is not needed, but it would be safer as the development occurs.  It would not slow down traffic?  Based on volumes when fully developed it would be needed.  Joe Palen; does the safety concern not exist now?  Yes, but not as evident or needed until later.  Councilor Doug Gillard; it’s not the number of vehicles; it is the size of the vehicles. Smaller trucks would serve the other businesses; semis would only access the gas station, a fast food restaurant would use a 50 foot vehicle.  There is more of a concern with the size of the vehicle and also once Elk Run is built.  Joe Palen; the background growth was not provided with the report; MNDOT numbers are quite high, there is a fair amount of traffic.  MNDOT design is for 2020; our horizon is four years out.  Joe Palen would like to look at the modeling data.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; can you elaborate on the study, where did you get number?  There is a lot of traffic that will come off from the east because there isn’t a gas station that is convenient.  New trip 50%, pass by trip (on the road) 25%, diverted trip (hwy 52 traffic) %25. Joe Palen; truck traffic with no right turn lane at peak traffic; the truck would have to utilize the west bound lane; the truck will have to stop until the queue is empty. Delivery is off peak traffic.  The volumes are not big enough, 2 per minute.  Shortening the left southbound turn lane; create a northbound left turn lane. There is a 6 foot striped out area shortened the 290  down to 250 then have a back to back left turn lane.  Joe Palen; that was visited 18 months ago when the frontage was put in and the decision was made not to do that.  The road is 36 foot wide and the shoulders are a different thickness  Joe Palen; queue lengths were for the county road, if there is a large queue demand, we would not to use it on a left turn lane. Discussion: At the striped out there is some confusion and traffic would have to cross over that.  The state paid for what they needed to build the road.  Industrial area to the north looked at cold storage but there is limit for the sewer system. Would there need to be more access points?  Joe Palen; the city could move ahead with city sewer and that wouldn’t be a factor.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; road width and sand base issues.  The base; there is sand taken out of the pond  and compacted in place.  Joe Palen; is the profile graded to plan? Bill; not sure there is brand new material on the site. Joe Palen; it proposes a residential section like River Wood Hills and River Park not a commercial site. MNDOT had difficulty passing the grade and needed to truck in a large amount of fill.  There may trouble passing the road tests and the density requirements, no one wants to pay for additional sand and should be done now; there is also storm sewer and septic to trench in; it needs to be more than a typical residential section.  Bill spoke with the geo technical engineer to evaluate the section of road and he will also sit down with Joe Palen to talk about it.  Mac Hamilton; the road will be turned over to the city and the city will not accept until meet compaction.  The engineer says 28 feet wide is sufficient.  We don’t need 32 feet and lose parking added cost is 5000 to 5500 square feet of land that is $25000 -$30000 for the land.  We are trying to bring more business to Oronoco and have agreement with Casey’s they want it in place by September 13th.  Half the time will be to build the road. There are bids to get out, let bids, build roads; we need help to meet the deadline.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; we have an ordinance and listen to city engineer. Joe Palen; the city has tried to facilitate the process; the city has held a special meeting in hopes of looking at traffic study that we didn’t get. The process must be followed to have a 28 foot road with a variance or ordinance change, with a public hearing and sending out notices. It would go to council in August.  The road doesn’t need to be in the middle of the roadway move the four foot north.  Plus the right turn lane. MNDOT didn’t require the turn lane.  Two twelve foot lane two curb and gutter would like to see a wider roadway; no parking or on one side with parking for quick stops; daycare, quick stops, and break downs.  Additional truck turning movement can encroach there will be room to move over if there is 28 feet you can’t do that.  Turning movements have not been looked at and have requested them.  Frontage Lane to Hall Lane is more restrained.  Max 32 foot drive, can we have 50 foot otherwise would drive over the curb; a wider street will help facilitate this.  Mac; prospectus shows two cars a minute in the traffic study.  Want to meet obligation to Casey’s.  Is it possible to look at the first 150 feet?  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; this isn’t a brand new ordinance, it should have been reviewed. We have done everything we could with the extra meetings.  Councilor Doug Gillard; we have one time to get this right. Not comfortable with changing it.  Turn lane and sand below the rock needs to be discussed yet.  Jamie; it will impact site with turn lane.  Mayor Kevin McDermott; the turn lane would need to be put in eventually and it needs to be looked at.  Mayor Kevin McDermott want to say to build this road wants it done right it will be City Street with heavy equipment and tax payers will not be happy if it needs to be replaced in five years.  Bill; MNDOT built 10 ton design and we are building 9 ton design. Bill will speak with the Geotechnical engineer have him sit down with Joe Palen and go through what needs to be required.  Joe Palen; we shouldn’t be wasting council time to go through this. Turn lane was discussed when People’s was built and that a developer coming in would do that.  The study says it’s not needed yet. Can the turn lane accommodate that steeper embankment? The city has an obligation to maintain it.   Any business would facilitate this; it is a commercial park.  There will be truck and trailer traffic.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned to accept the preliminary plat for Oronoco crossing contingent on following road width of ordinance 32’,  the right turn lane, and with the sub grade  being worked out with Joe Palen, Councilor Doug Gillard second; all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Nathan Hartung abstained.
A five minute recess was taken at 7:42pm and at 7:47pm  reopened the meeting.
IV. City Shop
Discussion:  Mayor Kevin McDermott tried to contact the engineer but have not heard back for looking at the Stolp building; it doesn’t meet snow or wind load. What it would take to bring it up to code. Spoke with Breezy Steel and they haven’t gotten back to them.   It is a beautiful site and has a good base. It has city water and we could add on once it’s brought up to code.   We keep pushing the timeline back for the shop. Larry would lift his trucks from the beams. Gary Morien (Stantec) can look at it. It would really be hard to tell until you look at plan; cost would be $138 per hour, probably $500 for looking at the plans, to look at building another $2500.  Start with the manufacturer and the builder.  The building is 22 years old.  Bring back to the July meeting.  Get a hold of manufacturer and the company that built it. Sandy will do.  And then talk to Gary if necessary.  Do we have a price for the building?  The city can’t go above the appraised value; if were private party would be a different thing, but we are confined to adhere to ordinances like the last portion of the meeting. Find out what we are allowed to do, then talk to Larry; this is the most we are allowed to do for an offer, and see if it is feasible.  With the cost to retrofit and add office space, it still may cheaper than building new.  Councilor Nathan Hartung has fielded concerns of the location of a new shop and this will alleviate those concerns.  Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; the money may go farther.   Councilor Nathan Hartung; that structure could be transitioned into something else further down the line for snow plows and equipment. Councilor Nathan Hartung motioned to do the research necessary on the constraints put on the city for the property, Councilor Doug Gillard second; discussion: figure out where we are at with the value Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motioned a friendly addition step one: figure out where we are at with the value, step two: once we receive the percentage above assessed value, to have Mayor Kevin McDermott approach Larry to see if it is a workable number, step three: if so speak with the companies to see what is required, Councilor Doug Gillard second; step four not workable, then the city moves ahead with solicitation of the spec books for the new city shop;  All in favor, motion carried.  Discussion: Mayor Kevin McDermott; Larry was able to lift his 2000 lb snow plow wings from the beams. Tim had valid points with his email but we need to save money and could make this what we want.  Make it a facility that the guys would be happy with.
V. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn 8:11 Councilor Skyler Breitenstein all in favor, motion carried.
______________________



    ________________________    

  City Clerk                                                                        Mayor
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