December 19, 2012 Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
TNT & Regular City Council Meeting Agenda  
December 19, 2012 6:45PM @ 7:00PM

I. CALL TO ORDER 
· Truth in Taxation opened at 6:45pm. Meeting closed at 7:00pm.
· Regular City Council meeting opened at 7:00pm.
II. ROLL CALL
Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Scott Keigley, Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Attorney Fred Suhler, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire.

Late: Councilor Nathan Hartung didn’t make the TNT meeting but was here for the Regular City Council meeting.
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
IV. PUBLIC FORUM & PUBLIC HEARING
· Toni Keifer, a resident of Oronoco, Mn said “Taxes went up 40%, my house is not worth that. What is the city doing with the money?” Toni went on to explain the condition of the house. “It didn’t climb 40% in one year, I can’t sell the house.” Toni said.  Mayor Kevin McDermott said that the property values were done in the spring and to call them. The City has nothing to do with assessed property values. Toni said “I did call her. She was no help.”  Mayor Kevin McDermott said that the city portion is less than 1% for the city. Toni said “The city is asking for more money but I don’t see a change with the city.” Mayor Kevin McDermott mentioned the bond, the new shop, and how things were getting paid. Toni wasn’t happy about the shop being built. Mayor Kevin McDermott explained how the shop will be paid for. “We were diligent at looking into the prices for the shop. We have been working toward the shop for years.” Council said that it’s a health risk. Toni wanted to know if taxes will come out next year for the shop. Council said “We had it in the budget for 2013, so taxes are not being raised for that.”
TNT Meeting Closed
· FINAL TAX LEVY: Resolution 2012-10. 
1st Levy was $605,098.00. After it was cut, it was $601,614.00. Councilor Doug Gillard made motion to approve Resolution 2012-10 Final Tax levy for $601,614.00, Councilor Scott Keigley second, voice vote is all aye’s. Resolution 2012-10 for $601,614.00 is approved, motion carried.
· GLASSENAPP STREET VACATION: Resolution 2012-11 
Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to approve Resolution 2012-11, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, discussion between council on future utilities, all in favor, voice vote all aye’s, Resolution 2012-11 is approved, motion carried.
· Public forum: Carmen Keller and John Molke, representing flood victims of 2010. Properties will be demolished and turned into green space. Prevent future families from being devastated. Requesting assessment fees to be refunded to owners. Looking to mitigate that fee for them. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that it’s on the agenda for later in the meeting if they would like to stay for the meeting. John said that it doesn’t seem fair to charge them for something they can’t use anymore.

· Public forum: Bill, president of Bevcom, requesting council’s agreement over PI Telephone as change in control. The partnership with PI Telephone did not work, so they took over the company. After 30 days the approval would be automatic, the transaction to close Dec. 31, 2012. Council discussed a little. It is on the agenda, will be getting to it later in the meeting.

· 3rd call for public forum, closed at 7:08pm.
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow -not present
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  1 run. Car fire, medical.
2.  Sending people to ice water rescue class with Pine Island Fire Department. Water Training.
3.  Truck committee update: still looking into options.
4.  Multiple firefighters completed FF I/II classes and one FF I certification
5.  Election update: all positions are the same.
6.  Approved multiple gambling donations to area organizations: trying to make yearly donations. Told council some of the donations. $7,000 total in donation.



Full List as follows:
Women’s Fire fighter association - $1000












VFW - $1000












Oronoco Park - $1000












St. Paul Lutheran Youth Group - $1000












Camp Quest - $1000












Transplant House - $1000












Christmas Anonymous - $1000
7. Truck Tires: $1029.29 split between FD & 1st Responders budget, buying local, 4 tires. Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to approve truck tires at $1029.29 split between Fire Department and 1st Responders, Councilor Scott Keigley second, all in favor, motion carried. 
8. Training Pay: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein explained how the pay is based, suggested $25 for 4 hours or more. Dan said he is not complaining but a little help would be much appreciated. Councilor Nathan Hartung said the cost seemed low. Discussion took place over pay. Councilor Nathan Hartung makes motion for $25 for 4 hrs or more, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. 
9. Del Holt: retiring, Staff will send a card.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1. Runs: 9 total. 5 in town, 4 in city
2. Donations:  Covered above.
3. EMT Certification: Nate Winkels paid out of his own pocket. Fire Department is asking if council could pay partial or full, even though the training is not required. Council talked about how it affects our status. Mayor Kevin McDermott said “It is an asset to the community even though Nate will maintain it himself.” Mayor Kevin McDermott will entertain allowing half. Councilor Doug Gillard is for it but would like a term, which he makes a commitment to the city if city pays half. Councilor Nathan Hartung suggest if he leaves right away that he could pay it back if outside the allowed commitment. Councilor Doug Gillard makes motion to pay half Nate’s EMT Certification with a commitment of 2 years. Mayor Kevin McDermott seconds, Councilor Scott Keigley suggested that next time it should be brought to council before the training happens. This is a onetime allowance. Amend motion that the fees are to be brought before Council, before training for reimbursement, all in favor, motion carried. 
4. Training Pay: Same as above with Fire Department 
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director – not present
1. Training Pay 
E. PERSONNEL
1. Meeting Update:  December 5, 2012  
2. Short Term Disability; Mayor Kevin McDermott said at present time, since not brought forward at budget time, would like to see it next year, it’s not in budget. No Motion.
3. Set Special Meeting for Oath of Office and City Designations: January 8, 2013 @ 6:30pm. - all in favor, motion carried.
4. On line Courses approximately $30 per course: Land Use & Human Resources: Request for Clerk Sandy Jessen. Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to approve On-line courses for Land Use & HR for Clerk Sandy Jessen, Councilor Scott Keigley second, all in favor, motion carried.
5. Dragon Software: City clerks will be doing research on it.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Kevin McDermott 
1. Meeting Minutes – November 14th & 28, 2012. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott said that there was a discussion on changing bylaws for members. DOGR would like members, they just wouldn’t be on the board, but they would love the help of more active members. $2000 was donated to Oronoco Park only. Mayor Kevin McDermott wanted to clear it up for the residents. “I apologize for the miscommunication. The donation went to just Oronoco Park. It was for park improvements.”
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  Councilor Doug Gillard stated that, “We are always looking for new members.” Councilor Doug Gillard makes a motion to approve Jonya Pacey as a member for parks, Councilor Scott Keigley second, all in favor, motion carried. 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* -not present
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. CIP City Shop:  Mayor Kevin McDermott wants to set a small meeting with Public Works Supervisor Tim Redepenning, Public Works Cain Dolan, Councilor Nathan Hartung, and City Engineer Joe Palen about the shop. Councilor Scott Keigley suggested discussing it at the January 8th meeting. It was agreed.
L. STREETS & ROADS*
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – December 13, 2012
· Casey’s sign variance; additional signs P&Z public hearing set for: Jan 10, 2013 at 7:05. Casey’s is requested 3 different signs, Councilor Doug Gillard makes a motion for Casey’s south side sign, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, does not fall in with the variance,  all in favor, motion carried . 2nd sign – Councilor Doug Gillard makes a motion for Casey’s entrance sign, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, Council had a discussion on the variance for signs, Councilor Doug Gillard said that all the signs are included in the variance. Council discussion went on about what is allowed for signs. One variance was approved for height and size already. Attorney Fred Suhler suggested that council should be following the process for public hearings, Council needed to get a handle on it. Mayor Kevin McDermott said “We need to vote it down for it to go back to a public hearing.” All say nah, motion dies. A discussion with Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire about hearing dates for P& Z’s variance hearing, Councilor Nathan Hartung makes motion for a hearing January 10, 2013 at 7:15 for council’s Casey’s variance hearing. Councilor Doug Gillard second, All in favor, motion carried. 
· Oronoco Auto; rezone recommend approval of B2 zone change; requires 4/5th vote. Councilor Doug Gillard makes motion for CRP Properties to rezone to from R1 to B2, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, discussion-Councilor Nathan Hartung has reservations about spot zoning, he continues to say that “Clyde has done his research and has a very well thought out plan, it feels funny to me in the whole scope of things.” Councilor Scott Keigley said “It’s been running as a business for 15years.” Councilor Nathan Hartung says from that stand point he would have to agree with that. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that “It’s the edge of town, the last parcel; it’s the right thing to do.” All in favor, Councilor Nathan Hartung abstain, motion carries.
· Befort Auction; signs: recommend approval of front sign and variance application for second sign. Councilor Doug Gillard said “It does not warrant 2 signs.” makes motion for Befort sign for the south side, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried. 
· Liquor license added for off sale. Councilor Doug Gillard makes motion for allowing 4 off sale liquor licenses, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, discussion – Attorney Fred Suhler said “3/2 off sell is not in our ordinance, after it being brought to his attention by Clerk Sandy Jessen. We have to put something in our ordinance to allow a company to sell beer at a gas station or open a tavern.” Discussion between council about ordinances. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asked if Attorney Fred Suhler is requesting we send it to P&Z, Attorney Fred Suhler said another thing to think about is hours of operation, it’s up to council how they want to proceed. Councilor Nathan Hartung said he would like to add the liquor ordinance be amended and brought to next meeting, we don’t want to discourage business to come in town. All in favor, motion carried. 
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Minutes; November 27, 2012 – City Engineer Joe Palen said “The community assessment report is working toward completion in January. Following up with a report and then set a public meeting for presentation.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “The well sealing grant; there is still a lot of money to use.  The grant has been extended a full year, closing December 31, 2013.” Joe said “We should let people know that.” He suggested a mailing. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein discussed commercial water rates, Sheila Craig told Councilor Skyler Breitenstein after research, she recommended that the committee have a variable rate about the 4,000 gallons, second is a separate commercial rate. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “Personally I did not like the break down, it’s not the way I would go.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein would recommend a percent increase every year. We have done nothing for preventative maintenance. He suggested throwing some of the cost in for maintenance. Mayor Kevin McDermott looked at comparisons for small cities; he does not agree with the steps Skyler described. A bit of an increase for last year. He may entertain a quarter increase but he doesn’t know about that. Councilor Doug Gillard asked if the water fund was in the red? Council said “We are.” He asked what it would take to be in the black and to maintain without going into the general fund. “When does everyone need to hook up?” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said not till 2014. Mayor Kevin McDermott said to go back at the end of next year to reevaluate. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein makes motion to keep the $2.50 per 1 thousand gallons and in 2014 set an 2 ½ % increase per year, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, discussion between council about future rates, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein amend motion to be in affect 2013 with a 2 ½ % increase above the set rate, including maintenance and repair, all in favor, motion carried.
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Water Assessments: flooded properties, reimbursement requested – Council discussion on how many properties are still hooked up now, and how many properties paid the assessment. Councilor Nathan Hartung said there are so many questions that would help determine a better answer. If a tornado came when building, you would still have to pay the contractor. Discussion went on to buy outs. Councilor Scott Keigley said that it’s tough to make a decision without knowing who paid for what. Councilor Nathan Hartung said he looks at it as a stand point that the tax payer paid for it, it’s also public money. Councilor Nathan Hartung would like it tabled till we get more answers. Councilor Doug Gillard agrees too. Councilor Scott Keigley said that what it comes down to is those who paid being reimbursed and those who didn’t pay wouldn’t get money. Mayor Kevin McDermott wants to table it to the Regular City Council Meeting next month. Council agreed. Clerk needs to put on agenda for January with information.
B.    Tilly’s Liquor License: Brian Veloski: Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to approve Brian Veloski’s liquor license, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A. 2013 Fee Schedule 
· Animal Control Fees – Mayor Kevin McDermott commented that we have nothing in the ordinance to charge the owner if Olmsted county came and picked the animal up. Mayor Kevin McDermott said we need more information. No Motion.
B. Pine Island Telephone; new ownership: Councilor Nathan Hartung makes motion to accept the approval of the change of control, Councilor Doug Gillard, all in favor, motion carried. 
C. Marathona Church: overdue bill. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that if they don’t pay by the end of the year, council can no longer honor the contract. Council discussion with Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire about the letters already sent and what was owed. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to send a letter saying they need to pay by Dec. 31st, 2012. Council discussion about time. January 31st,  , 2013 amendment as the due date, Councilor Nathan Hartung second, all in favor, motion carried. 
D. Inspections Contract: Tom Thompson.  Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to accept Tom Thompson as Oronoco’s Inspector, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried.
IX.CONSENT AGENDA* Councilor Nathan Hartung motion to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. 
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
·  475 River Park Rd SE



new construction
· 471 River Park Rd SE



new construction

· 1455 Cedar Center Ave SE


sign

· 1455 Cedar Center Ave SE


new construction

· 425 Eagle View Ln SE



new construction

· 752 River Park Rd SE



new construction

B. TASK LIST; updated
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 11-14-2012
D. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Accounts Receivable  
5. Transaction Report
XI. ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried. Meeting closed at 8:21pm.
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