May 16, 2012Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda Summary
May 16, 2012 Rescheduled to May 23, 2012@ 7:00PM

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Mayor Kevin McDermott
II. ROLL CALL
Members present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, Councilor Doug Gillard, Attorney Fred Suhler, and Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire. Absent: Councilor Scott Keigley and Councilor Nathan Hartung. 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Additions:  VI. I. Auditor 2011 Report & set Special Meeting





V.H.3. 4H Memorial Field Reservation
Mayor Kevin McDermott added to agenda:










6.I  Set meeting






6.J  Mr. Wangsness’ letter and response

Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve above agenda, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second motion, all in favor, motion carried. 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Public Forum opened at 7:04pm
1. Dick Nelson - 115 2nd Ave NW: 
Dick asked about the Oronoco Park Shoreline petition for water flow. Mayor Kevin McDermott said that nothing is finalized. Dick said he heard that they would loop the water closer to the park. He saw the surveyor and saw the stakes. Is council not in the loop? “At present time, funding has not been received,” said Mayor Kevin McDermott, “for the river channels. We are in the loop but we have no funding. DNR and Luther are looking at things. We won’t be touching the lake bed at all.” Dick said “I heard it was 500,000 for the lake bed that we were getting and council should know this information.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “Judy and the other replacement, Perkin’s … well we are coming due to have a meeting, it’s not that we are out of the loop, there is a meeting scheduled, we would go over the information then.”  Joe Palen said “There is an agenda and there is a written summary. They floated down both channels … Luther came down and the DNR flew in, to do the float, design is under way to be done in July for the lake bed. We are doing other things; a commission based study for resources with in the lake bed is under way. We do share them with the city when it comes up. It is done bi-monthly. We are monitoring the ground water level thru September, by doing that, allows us to work with it and make a decision. Things are ongoing.” Dick said “Last week I received a two page letter full of miss-information, to me it is lies.” Attorney Fred Suhler asks “Where do you get your resources?” Dick replies “Council needs to keep a closer touch as to what is going on. One of the pieces of information I have is by someone in the know, we are getting funding for this. They are using Lake Zumbro as a model. I believe we will get funding, hopeful on that. I am sick of getting miss-information!” Attorney Fred Suhler is still wondering where he is getting his information. Dick said he is getting it from the county. Attorney Fred Suhler said the city doesn’t own the dam. Dick said “I didn’t expect to come up here and get stomped on.” Mayor Kevin McDermott tries to defuse the situation. Attorney Fred Suhler said it will get resolved by a judge and he can take it up with a law suit. Dick said he will show Mr. Cannan’s letter as the miss-information. A heated discussion continues between Dick and Attorney Fred Suhler. Mayor Kevin McDermott calls things to order. Dick said “I have one more thing on the letter received.” Dick continues to say “I was told there would be adjustments by Mr. Grabau and it’s been up before the council twice. When an issue comes before council twice, they should look at the problem, I did not get the service and made 2 payments and I will have to do battle in court over it. I am sick of this! I put in hundreds of hours in to this issue and expect the same from council!” Council thanked him.
Third call for public forum by Mayor Kevin McDermott at 7:16pm
2. Shirley Kingsley-Berg – River Park:
Shirley states that Oronoco Park is being talked about not being staffed. Along with several community members, more electrical needs to be discussed, they are concerned about it. She is also concerned about negative activity at the park. Councilor Doug Gillard wants to know if we are locking the gate at night? Shirley said “They are locking it at night and opening it in morning. Some people are driving on the grass, we are going to involve the police about the issue.”
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed public forum at 7:17pm
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow not here, topic was bypassed.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs:  1, accident – it was a 2 car fender bender, gave City Clerk Sandy Jessen the bills.
2. Truck Committee Meeting; updates were discussed.
3. Pager swap; June 4th, $15 per pager for updates (30 pagers) $450 total:

Dan said they are going from White Water to Neuro brand, it is $10 to drop them off, not $15 per pager because they won’t be picked up – 5 pagers not 30, he is only replacing pagers. They are going to pagers and cell phones, not just pagers.

 Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept new pagers, Councilor Doug Gillard second, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein discussed the budget with Dan, all in favor, motion carried 
4. New member:  Brett Whetstone 1st Responders & Fire Department, request council approval. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Brett Whetstone, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried. 
C.  FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1.  Runs:  7; 4 township, 3 city. Jeff states that it was 5 runs instead of 3. He gave a gambling check to Assistant Clerk Rebecca McGuire. 
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director – A resident stopped Pat to discuss leaving the community center building open during storms. Pat asks that council not make a motion, just want it to be thought about for residents who have nowhere to go. Would someone be able to be here to unlock the building and staff it? Has this ever been talked about before? Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said it has never been brought up. Mayor Kevin McDermott and Councilor Doug Gillard said it has not either. Pat said “We should discuss this issue amongst ourselves, and come up with a solution. I would love that. Could we put it in the newsletter or something? Just a thought.” Discussion continued about this for a minute. There was talk a little bit in the audience about the church possibly being opened too.
E. PERSONNEL
1. Meeting Update:  Tuesday, May 8, 2012, agenda enclosed 
2. Website Renewal: 1 year - $55, 2 years - $90, 3 years - $135, 4 years - $180, 5 years - $220, 
Council said that the website has been working well, there have been very few issues, and it is user friendly.
Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to renew website for 5 years at $220, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried. 
3. Changing banks: Mayor Kevin McDermott talked about this briefly.
4. Curb boxes: Mayor Kevin McDermott talked with Tim Redepenning briefly about the topic.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Kevin McDermott 
1. Meeting Minutes –  April 18  & April 30
2. Gathering permit; requires motion: 
Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Gathering Permit as is, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried 
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 
1. Meeting Minutes:  May 7, 2012 recommendations for Oronoco Park enclosed. 
Councilor Doug Gillard discussed the building. He is in favor of fixing it. He also suggested ideas on how to fix the trailer. Councilor Doug Gillard continued to talk about the inspection, “The Cost is not a big deal. There is code issues. It should be staffed. Do we have money available?” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “I’m going down a different path. It needs a roof there is no doubt. We just had a family live there for 41 years. I think we should do this in steps to repair it. I don’t think it all needs to be done before somebody moves in. I think it should be staffed. I was told it was a P.O.W during the War, my personal input is that it has history...it is a primitive camp ground and it should stay that way. We do routine maintenance. It bothers me that we need to do a lot right out of the gate. I know we have bids here for roofing. Community said that they will help do the roof. We ask for volunteers all the time. If we engage people to do this, we could do this for a lot less cost. The roof has to be done.” Councilor Doug Gillard agrees with a lot of what was said….he thinks the trailer should be gone before we re-roof it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said he needs to look into it. Councilor Doug Gillard asks if we have a budget to take care of the roof in the next month? Mayor Kevin McDermott said he believes so. Councilor Doug Gillard asks about staffing? Mayor Kevin McDermott said “We should utilize employees we already have. A gentleman already a part of our staff has already agreed to this.” Discussion continues on staffing and what some of our staffing does. Councilor Doug Gillard said they are thinking the same and add to give him an extra benefit of letting that person live in the house. Mayor Kevin McDermott and Councilor Doug Gillard continue the discussion on that topic. They ask Councilor Skyler Breitenstein’s opinion. Before Councilor Skyler Breitenstein answered, Mayor Kevin McDermott said “I’m unsure whether we need staff over the winter. Maybe we should see how it goes?” Mayor Kevin McDermott and Councilor Doug Gillard talked further about that topic. Shirley Kingsley-Berg talks about there being compensation for staff. She continues to say “We need to be a little more proactive to fix it up as we go if we use a city employee. Molke’s did a great job.” Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to approve Cain to fill position for care taker, for day shift, with compensation with that. Attorney Fred Suhler interjects about how compensation will get handled? “We should take a step back and think about this further.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “Employees are 40 hrs a week, he would stay in house after hours, then it will come out of county budget- a flat fee monthly salary.” Attorney Fred Suhler asks how that would work? “This employee will get housing and create tax issues. Not saying that’s a bad idea just that we should take a step back.” Mayor Kevin McDermott and Attorney Fred Suhler discuss workman’s comp and other details that were in place with the Molke’s. Attorney Fred Suhler said “We really need to think about this and suggest putting it back to the next council meeting. We should be cautious.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “Cain volunteered for this position.” Councilor Doug Gillard said “We should motion and then come back to motion the details.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “$300 stip-end for after hours coverage.” Councilor Doug Gillard seconds. Mayor Kevin McDermott asks if there is more to discuss. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “I have nothing against Cain, but I have concerns about work load. I don’t always agree with Fred but I agree with Attorney Fred Suhler about having more details in place before proceeding. I want the house fixed up. If there is someone else out there interested, I think we should post something, it would be more fruitful to consider another person.” Councilor Doug Gillard asks “Why should we need to post when we have someone in place?” Attorney Fred Suhler said “Policy said it should be posted.” Councilor Doug Gillard gave an example of job descriptions. Attorney Fred Suhler discusses job descriptions. “It’s hard when you don’t have clear ideas.” Councilor Doug Gillard said “You can add to job descriptions.” Attorney Fred Suhler agrees. Councilor Doug Gillard said “We will write up the job description.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “We don’t have to get along about everything.” Mayor Kevin McDermott motions Cain to be caretaker of the park with $300 stip-end and to add to Cain’s job description. The discussion continues. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “I really like Cain and public works does an outstanding job, and we should restore the house. I’m just not on the same page tonight.” Councilor Doug Gillard seconds, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said naye, Ayes for Mayor Kevin McDermott and Doug Gillard, motion stands, motion carried.
2. Councilor Doug Gillard starts discussion on roofing park house. Councilor Doug Gillard said council should go tonight to look at it and set a special meeting about it.

3. Councilor Doug Gillard starts discussing on wiring. “We need electricity down there if someone wants to grill or plug something in.” Shirley said “We need light, there is a back way and there are boulders there to try to block the way.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “We don’t want light, we want to deter activity.” Shirley said “Maybe locking the gate will take care of the issue.”  Mayor Kevin McDermott said “We will keep an eye on it and hopefully get it resolved.” Councilor Doug Gillard said “There is a basketball court that is nice. Now the hoop is bent over and it has been vandalized. We should throw down some paint and make it look nice.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said “Maybe if we can get it into the budget we could start planning for it this fall. Get some estimates.  I am all for the parks.” Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asks about bids? Shirley said they have a system and will have to budget for it.

4. Oronoco Park roof bids; enclosed approx $5200 - $6500, we also had the building inspector 
go through the building and he has a list of concerns enclosed. Special meeting will be set to discuss this topic.
5. 4H Memorial Field Reservation:
They would like to use the field Sunday and Monday evenings from now until early July. Mayor Kevin McDermott opened discussion on topic. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “It is for practice.” Councilor Doug Gillard asked if it’s being used now? Mayor Kevin McDermott said “It’s first come first serve.” Councilor Doug Gillard said he sees no problem with it, it’s a community park. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motions Sunday nights reserved and Monday nights is first come first serve, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried 
6. Monthly rental vs. Nightly rental at Oronoco park:
 Mayor Kevin McDermott opens discussion. Councilor Doug Gillard “Are we looking at reduced fees? It’s primitive. What is she doing for waste?” Councilor Doug Gillard said no motion on this topic. Mayor Kevin McDermott agrees. Motion Fail on Monthly rental for Oronoco Park
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair*
1. Zumbro River Restoration Update by City Engineer Joe Palen. 
The progress report is enclosed with packets: including updates, comments and concerns, and project needs.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Front Doors & Windows; should estimates be requested. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to get estimates and put in budget this year and to fix for next year. Asked Tim Redepenning about cost. Tim said he has not looked into it. Mayor Kevin McDermott motions the same about the front doors, Second, all in favor, motion carries. 
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. Well Sealing Grant: in progress Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said its 75% match. 2/3 of the money is still out there.
2. Well Repairs Joe Palen and Tim Redepenning said there is nothing to add.
3. CIP City Shop; set special meeting, building location; Stolp building may be available to look 
at. Larry was here but now he is gone. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he has been thru the building and looked at the land. It would be a huge asset. Steel building. Motion that we talk to Larry and we are interested and would like to come up with numbers as soon as possible. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein seconds. Councilor Doug Gillard asks if Tim Redepenning has been in building. Tim said no. Mayor Kevin McDermott said there is a lot of feet of gravel and a little less then 2 acres. Councilor Doug Gillard said it’s a great idea. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he knows it’s a hot topic and we have approval, at present time would like to pursue this. We have been talking about a city shop for some time. All in favor, motion carried 
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. County Turn back: set Special Meeting , there was a discussion about the road. Mayor Kevin McDermott shows everyone on the map what road it is and explains it more in detail as to what the situation is. Councilor Doug Gillard said we need provisions on that bridge.
2. Snow Plowing Bids: enclosed. Ottman Excavating was only bid received. Motion to except the snow plow bid by Councilor Skyler Breitenstein , Mayor Kevin McDermott seconds, all in favor, motion carried. 
3. Lake Shady Ave Street Lights; how many and which ones should be turned on.  When the 
lights were approved it was stated that council would direct the number to be used until the 
development was more complete.  Requires motion. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he doesn’t want to get charged. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said we pay for what gets turned on. Councilor Doug Gillard said he make a motion for 2 lights. Discussion talking about it ---Councilor Doug Gillard makes motion for 2 lights, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein seconds but wants an amendment. Mayor Kevin McDermott stays out of discussion. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein amends if you want to pay for it then you can have it on. Joe Palen said to monitor. Request to sent letter to People’s that it remains per previous agreement (that they comply with agreement) that intersection will be lit and that other lights turned on with city approval should they chose to leave the lights on, Peoples would pay the cost. Joe Palen suggestion of coming back to it every 6 months, all in favor, motion carried 
4. CSAH 12 Reconstruction; Terry Ward & Tory Kajewski:
Terry ward: “Thank you for taking time out of your schedule. One is the existing County 12 has 950 feet approximant, because of cemetery and ditches being a challenge, we do need to shorten the truck climbing lane. There was a suggestion to wipe out the truck climbing lane. We could put a 650 feet truck climbing lane to the city, but there is potential it could become a city street.” He wants to make a motion to eliminate the truck climbing lane. Councilor Doug Gillard asks if there will be a stop sign. Terry said there is and demonstrates it on the map. “We are looking at September of next year for full project completion. Best case scenario on right away is this fall. We can give you time to think about it.” Mayor Kevin McDermott does want time to think about it for a few weeks. Options are 650 feet climbing lane or no truck climbing lane, making it shorter than originally planned.
Second issue. “County 18 is going to be tough for construction. At some point in time County 18 will need a detour.” Terry mapped it out on the map in the room. “I would like to shut down County 18.” He explained where that would be re-routed on the map in the room. Mayor Kevin McDermott had questions about West Frontage Road being completed on time. Terry talked about running traffic across the bridge and thinking it would not be completed in time. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein wanted to know more about why not the 950 climbing truck lane and what is the different between the 650 feet. Joe said “Is it not possible for the 950 feet? Is it ditch grade?” Terry said “It’s the slope, they would have to steepen the slope and put up a guard rail and there is pros and cons to that.” Mayor Kevin McDermott said to set the meeting in June and we will get back to it.
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2012
2. 4 P&Z public hearings set for June 14, 2012 request office to take notes. – not discussed.
3. Preliminary Plat; Oronoco Crossings 10 acre parcel. P&Z will hold a Public Hearing on this 
on June 14th and bring recommendations to council. 
4. Tilly’s Directional Signs; second request to move blue signs to Lake Shady Ave. Mayor Kevin McDermott started discussion. “They pay MNDOT a monthly fee,” he said, “We authorized Tilly’s sign on 3RD Avenue because of construction.”- Stopped to replace tape at 8:35- Discussion cont. with Mayor Kevin McDermott. Councilor Doug Gillard said “Overall consensus, to come talk to us about where he wants them installed. Are we setting a precedence? Is Moms Antique next?” Small discussion continued on that topic. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein doesn’t see much of a deal on it depending on zoning code. Mayor Kevin McDermott said “Let them do it till end of construction process.” Councilor Doug Gillard asks “Mark thinks people don’t know where Tillys is? I’m concerned about setting a precedence. Who else will want to put a sign there?” Mayor Kevin McDermott said it was a more of a conditional use time frame. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein wonders if it said in city ordinance if it’s not permissible. Councilor Doug Gillard said he has to look it up. Mayor Kevin McDermott said he asked him to come and Mark is frustrated because he’s been shot down before. Councilor Doug Gillard said “He’s never made it to a planning a zoning meeting, how important is it?” Discussion started on where the sign is placed. Mayor Kevin McDermott motions to move it for next 15 months till end of construction process. Motion died for lack of second.
5. P & Z can perform adjustment appeals for the city on variance: Councilor Doug Gillard made motion that P & Z can be the appeals for variances, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried 

N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Minutes-  March 27, 2012 
· $75.00 postage for letters sent request for reimbursement.
2. Sanitary Sewer Technical Assistance Grant: Joe Palen said “We are working on technical grant for a year and half. It has been approved, funding has been approved. $40,000 grant. He has the proposal and City Clerk Sandy Jessen emailed it out. There is an objective and study and I’m proposing to work on a hourly basis not exceeding grant. Any question?” No one has any. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein makes motion to approve work, Councilor Doug Gillard seconds, all in favor, motion carried
3. Cedar Woodlands II; septic, there is a home connected and the system is incomplete.
4. Well sealing grant – Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said there is no talk of extension. Some people are getting letters from the city about the pumping letters. Councilor Doug Gillard said it’s the pumpers responsibility to bring in the paperwork. The pumpers weren’t doing it. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein said “Since we don’t license the pumpers I don’t think we should penalize the homeowners.” 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*

A.  Flooded properties; water assessment on property taxes, Mayor Kevin McDermott was told it should be covered by Fema for reimbursement

B. Oronoco Park Shoreline Petition; available at Community Center to sign

C. People’s Coop Retention Pond; fencing was not required but there is a concern with the 


     rubber being exposed, it would be slippery if a child tried to enter and wouldn’t be able to 

     get back out. Mayor Kevin McDermott said “It was brought to attention that fencing could be dangerous with children using it as a slip and slide.” Joe Palen explains about the plastic liner being in place. Arguments about having fences around ponds is emergency access hazard and kids wanting to climb the fence. There is pros and cons and safety components and do other city’s have fences? Councilor Doug Gillard talks about cat tails not growing because of liners. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein asked about there being fish in it. Joe Palen said no fish will be there but a fountain was talked about. Mayor Kevin McDermott put it on here because it was brought to his attention. It was never approved to have to fence there.

D.  LMC Insurance; due June 6

E.  ZWP Annual Membership Drive; $35, Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to approve, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried 

F.  MAOSC Membership; $150, we have not joined in the past. Mayor Kevin McDermott said we never joined. We don’t need to spend money on this. Motion failed

G.  MN Rural Water Association; request to join Option A $270 or Option B $235, Mayor Kevin McDermott said option A is best. Mayor Kevin McDermott motions option A, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried 

H.  Olmsted County Maintenance Agreement; summer mowing, grading, ect. Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to approve, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried 
  I.   Auditor 2011 Report & set a Special Meeting…Mayor Kevin McDermott said it’s a 2.4 million grant on the zip rail. They want to have a briefing meeting on this. They are not asking anything of us, just to come and give us a briefing. Sandy called Tom for Tuesday June 5th at 6:30 for the special meeting, or the 6th on Wednesday. Councilor Doug Gillard said he can make it on one of those days, it will work. He will let Sandy know what date works better. Mayor Kevin McDermott said auditor first and then city shop and the city park for the roof. Is everyone ok with that? Everyone said they are. Shirley said thank you for everything and she left. 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* council has no unfinished business
VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*
1.   596 Zumbro Hills Dr SW


storage shed

2.   940 Cedar Point Ln SE



new construction

3.   1130 Chenoa Ln SW



new construction

4.   534  Vintage Rd NW



garage slab

Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second, all in favor, motion carried.
B. TASK LIST
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 4-18-2012
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 4-16-2012

D. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Accounts Receivable  
5. Transaction Report
Attorney Fred Suhler talked about the Fitzpatrick trail being put into one trail and date was set for October and removed for June. Continue discussion on this topic. 

X.  CLOSED SESSION Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to close at 8:58
XI. ADJOURNMENT Councilor Skyler Breitenstein motion to adjourn, Councilor Doug Gillard second, all in favor, motion carried. 
______________________



    ________________________    

  City Clerk                                                                        Mayor
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