April 18, 2012Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Regular City Council Meeting Agenda  
April 18, 2012 @ 7:00PM
I. CALL TO ORDER at 7:10 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL – Mayor Kevin McDermott, Counselor Nathan Hartung, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein, Counselor Doug Gillard, Attorney Fred Shuler, Asst. Clerk Rebecca McGuire, Counselor Scott Keigley was absent
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Addition:  VI.A. Letter to MN Public Utility Commission Members, CAPX – Mayor Kevin McDermott motion, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, all Aye’s, motion carried
IV. PUBLIC HEARING: Adopt CIP and GO CIP Bond  

Adopt CIP

   Resolution 2012-8 Preliminary Approval for Issuance of the GO CIP Bond for up to $350,000:

For new facility: plan not to exceed $350,000. Have 30 days, if vote no, can’t issue bonds…all information is in packet. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott spoke about the conditions of the old building: leaks, no storage. “It’s come to point in time to have a safer and bigger facility.” 
Lynn Carlson - 115 4th St NW - said “Why that location? What about the kids who use the ball field?” Mayor Kevin McDermott said it is level and is on city property we own, so we would not have to purchase property.  Lynn Carlson was wondering about room on top of other property the city owns. Mayor Kevin McDermott said it’s too steep. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein said it wouldn’t facilitate larger vehicles. –small discussion about the drive route- Lynn Carlson went back to talking about the kids playing on the property the city wants to build on and would like a new location. Counselor Nathan Hartung stated that they looked at several different options and stated they are addressing this location. Lynn Carlson said she would like it re-addressed for a new location. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein stated that – (repeating the drive route) would be better at the location council is choosing. 

Pat Bowlus - 20 5th street NW – addressed Gold rush parking. Discussion continued about venders being older and internet playing a part in losing venders. Pat stated how council has taken away places for the venders to sell. Mayor Kevin McDermott thanked her for sharing.
Dick Nelson - 115 2nd Ave NW – commented about the building being in terrible shape. He votes for having a new building.

Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned that topic be closed, all in favor, motioned carried
Resolution 2012-8 was agreed to proceed – Mike added final thought – Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned Resolution 2012-8 Preliminary Approval for Issuance of the GO CIP Bond for up to $350,000, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, all Aye’s, motion carried.
V. PUBLIC FORUM –
Carol Gunderson - 220 4th St NW – Carol sent a letter, wondering if suggestion is being considered. Mayor Kevin McDermott stated that they are looking into things. Counselor Nathan Hartung said we don’t have enough input to decide if we are going to hire staff or not. Carol Gunderson would be interested in what parks are talking about? Counselor Doug Gillard talked about maintenance and having a caretaker(s) to live in home. Carol Gunderson talked about funding for a caretaker. 

Mike Gunderson - 220 4th St NW – Mike talked about how the old caretakers defused ugly situations, “It’s a unique park because of camping”, and because of camping, he believes there should be a caretaker. He talked about offences that happened at the park over the years. Mike would like council to consider a care taker seriously.

Matt Tupper - 205 4th St NW – Matt talked about where his house is and what he can see outside his windows. He would like to have the peace of mind to have someone overlooking the park and being aware of what goes on at the park. Has two young sons and doesn’t want to worry.

Dick Nelson - 115 2nd Ave. NW – Says this park is unique, it has the moose tree, and the WPA project. Since he lived here, believes mound in park is an Indian mound, and would like it verified. He talked about Quarry Hill Park. He would like a gate so Oronoco Park can be locked up like River Park.

Denise Heppelman-Wangsness - 95 5th St SW – She is against the idea of the storage being on the stolp property. The road would get busy and she doesn’t think it’s safe for the area or safe for her children.
Carol Gunderson - 220 4th St NW - She talked about the community service aspect; talked about the flood and the community service of the people around the community helping clean up. She talked about the goodwill of a caretaker who knows the community and then it comes back to the community.

Carol Olson - 205 1st Ave NW – Favors having a caretaker. Stuff happens at night and having a caretaker shuts it down quickly. Speaking not on Gold Rush but as a private citizen, read from a letter addressing last Gold Rush meeting:

 To the Gold Rush members,

 I am writing to you as a private citizen.  On Wednesday evening our council will vote on an ordinance requiring a Gathering Permit for individuals who sell on private property or for individuals who park vehicles during our event.  I encourage everyone to consider the ramifications if our council does  not vote “yes”  for this ordinance. 

 Last Thursday evening there was a small representation of our community spewing out negative comments.  If the benefits they receive from this event did not line their pockets with fur, I suspect that they would have not exercised their vocal rights with such vigor.  The city has easement of every homeowners property.    This is no different than any other community.  With the City’s permission, DOGR has been given a right to use this property to put on this event. For one weekend of “supposed inconvenience” I think these out-raged citizens  need to be reminded of the benefits that Gold Rush has provided over the years:

 

         I personally pay a lower home owner’s insurance because our fire department is so well staffed by personnel and equipment.  Over the years, much of the equipment has been underwritten by Gold Rush.

          I have had First Responders come to our home when my mother-in-law collapsed.  They were prompt, efficient and again some of their equipment was donated by funds from Gold Rush.

          Our grandchildren have utilized the playground equipment  in several parks around town; a t-ball program is subsidized; flowers are planted, a community food shelf is supported—all with funds from Gold Rush.

          Our elders in this town have site visits from Pine Island Area Home Care—again, funds supplied by Gold Rush

          Of course, there are always the obvious big things like the 4th of July picnic, fireworks and NNO which are subsidized by Gold Rush as well as the numerous donations to the various committees and groups within our community.  

 

To hear some of those individuals say last Thursday evening, “Gold Rush has never done anything for this community” is a flagrant lie as well as a huge disappointment.  Gold Rush is a pivotal point of our whole community.  If we let a few citizens dominate what is best for the whole, we have failed the very future of this event and our community.  We have to ask  “Is the tail wagging the dog” or does the “dog wag the tail”?  

 What is being asked of this community is not out of line:  we are simply asking them to obtain a Gathering Permit for $25 and start “their show” at the same time that DOGR begins their show.  It just makes sense.  Our attorney’s response to one participant on Thursday night struck a resonant chord with me, “Oronoco is not the only community in MN that has an event.”  If you are inconvenienced by the event, stay inside or leave town.  No citizen has ever been denied access to their home because of this event.  

 Below is a letter which I received from one of our vendors.  I have highlighted in red some of his comments and I think they bear careful reading.  Today we are considered one of the top 12 antique events in the nation.  However, as we know Gold Rush today is not what it was 15 years ago, and it will not be the same as it is today in another  five to ten years.  Our committee will be challenged to look at different avenues to sustain the life of this show.  Flea markets thrive every weekend at fairgrounds, so we are going to need a real drawing card to keep our show viable.  In addition to attracting high quality antique dealers, we may consider juried art shows, major entertainment, food cook-offs, any number of events may be considered in conjunction with the Gold Rush event.  In the future, I think antiques will play role in our Gold Rush event, but the event must be expanded in other areas in order to sustain itself.   We need to plan!  We are a unique and beautiful community and we are literally setting on a gold mine.  Let us establish our guidelines and boundaries now for the future.  When there is lack of direction, everyone flounders.   Do any of you recall when one-way streets were implemented?  DOGR was accused of killing the show that time too, but now, it is just an accepted fact; and I think after this first year, purchasing a Gathering Permit and everyone playing with the same set of rules, this ordinance will become again an “accepted fact”.  There will be many changes ahead down the road, and it behooves our leaders to establish a firm foundation upon which to build.  Regulation of starting times has been a sore point for many years; and in truth, DOGR has lost many of its vendors because they were offered a more lucrative set-up time with home owners. 

 I have lived in this community for well over 20 some years and have volunteered  in many activities and committees.  And yes, things (including Gold Rush) definitely are not the same as when Dave and I moved into town.  And, they shouldn’t be.  Life has momentum and progress.   The Gold Rush committee has worked tremendously hard and has overcame many hurdles to get to this point.  I ask the council members to please consider your vote carefully and vote for the future of Downtown Oronoco Gold Rush Days and Oronoco.  

 Sincerely,

 Carol Olson

Carol goes on saying that it’s a great show and we are losing venders because they can get more money selling on-line. “It’s unique and we have to remember that when we consider this ordinance.” Talked about what council does today will impact us as we go down the road. “Do vote for the future.”
Mayor Kevin McDermott- Third call for Public Forum
Mike Gunderson - 220 4th St NW – Considering maintenance building: wants to reconsider a different location. “Feels like we are slamming the building into that space (onto land). The area around that is nice and unique.”
Gordon – Antiques Oronoco - Talked about Gold Rush: “Antique industry has changed because of the internet. If you talk with other people, all the shows don’t have the attendance it use to.” He talked about kids selling things: “that we shouldn’t stand in there way as long as there not blocking venders.” He also talked about the 25 dollar fee: “would like it if we came to some kind of agreement instead of passing a law. We should discuss it and have some cooperation.”
Mayor Kevin McDermott thanked everyone: Public forum closed
VI.  DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow : not present, skipped
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs: 1 fire call cancelled en-route, 3 medical assists
2.  Attended second Olmsted County Emergency Responders and semi-annual Zumbro Valley Mutual Aid meetings: talked about meeting with other cities on a more often basis, also talking about burn tower
3. Annual physicals and truck maintenance coming up:  in budget $1600, discussion about looking into other companies about maintenance with Mayor Kevin McDermott.

C.  FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director
1.  Runs: 7: 4 Township, 3 City:  it was 8 runs not 7, $300 apiece. April 30th is recertification, 30 or 40 dollars apiece. He will get back to council on final price.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. 3 pagers for First Responder’s out of EOC budget: says pagers are outdated-has $2000 in his budget, it is $525 per pager. Would like to spend out of his budget…Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned for 3 pagers for First Responder’s out of EOC budget, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, all Aye’s: talked about alerts on the website-Rochester alerts, also talked about the extra sirens going off this month, motion carried.
E. PERSONNEL
1. Meeting Update:  Wednesday, April 4, 2012  agenda enclosed
· Dept Head Meeting:  discussed grants, billing, and necessity of submitting agenda items.
· Personnel Meeting: park operations, banking suggest change to Eastwood, public works office moved downstairs, letters sent, illegal water connections.: Mayor Kevin McDermott talked about the banking options further in detail…motion to approve Eastwood, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, City Clerk Sandy Jessen explained the process of the banking, all said it would be better to switch banks, all in favor, no apposing, motion carried.
2. Passports:  Rebecca online training, Mayor Kevin McDermott motion, Counselor Doug Gillard second, all Aye’s, motion carried
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Ordinance 3-2012: Addition to Gathering Permit 507.3 
~Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned, Counselor Doug Gillard second Permit 507.3/Ordinance 3-2012 as is. Counselor Doug Gillard started discussion about this not being new, it was just never enforced. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein addresses a couple comments during meeting: a lot was said on council vs. Gold Rush committee – (summed up as) Gold Rush is volunteer.  A total of $156,097 went back to the community in the last 5 years. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein went on to list donations and amounts over last 5 years. He has concerns about the ordinance, although it has some good intentions. He would like to get everyone on the same page with start times. Gold rush never sees the 25 dollars, it goes to help pay for staff. He wanted to set record straight about Gold Rush never doing anything for them.   Mayor Kevin McDermott said there were comments about the mayor never piping up during meeting. He goes on saying he was there to listen, he had concerns, but he felt it would have been bad in the public eye if he had spoken during that particular meeting. He has been a part of Gold Rush for 7 years, there has been a lot of roll over and he doesn’t want it to be us the committee vs. you the public. It’s a community wide event. As a leader in the community, he would like to extend an olive branch out, to see if we opened it up to the whole community, so everyone is involved. Gold Rush is always trying to improve. He wants to see gold rush flourish. Mayor Kevin McDermott doesn’t know if this is the right route to go. At present time, they take a voice vote: Counselor Doug Gillard and Counselor Nathan Hartung say Aye to Permit 507.3/Ordinance 3-2012 as is, Mayor Kevin McDermott and Counselor Skyler Breitenstein say Naye, split vote…Motion fails. Mayor Kevin McDermott will send letters to residents and we will have to come back to this.

2. Ordinance 4-2012: Rezone Stolp Property from R1 to M1 
~4-2012-building-Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve 4-2012: Rezone Stolp property, Counselor Doug Gillard second, Discussion: Counselor Nathan Hartung leading, talked about traffic, Nathan in favor because not much traffic. Counselor Doug Gillard stated trees would be planted, neutral colors for the building, and prohibit semi traffic. Mayor Kevin McDermott talked about the road...”It’s small, intended to be a dead end road, how does one go about a dollar amount for bond, just in case road deteriorates?” Mayor Kevin McDermott goes on to explain that he doesn’t want to see burden of repairs go to tax payers. Attorney Fred Schuler says “If you don’t think road is adequate, plan for someone to take care of road. All roads deteriorate.” Member in audience (Joe Palen) gave opinions. Counselor Nathan Hartung and Counselor Skyler Breitenstein talked more about the road, noise levels, and lighting. 3 neighbors were in favor. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein wanted to know about buffers? Counselor Nathan Hartung talked about shrubs around properties and on 52. He states “It’s a tucked in area.” All in favor of 4-2012: Rezone Stolp property, Motion carries.
Jeff Jandro -12600 230th Street, Kenyon - Jeff talked about hearing it (situation above) from a neighbor. He says every neighbor talked with expressed concern. He does not want to do a project with community member not in favor of the project. Mark Stolp is the only one who has concern. They want to see good use for this property. Jeff says kids do play there. Amount of traffic is very small. He talked about it possibly turning into being a housing devolvement and how traffic would be even greater. He understands Joes’ concern. He says there is no issue with ground, no sink holes or anything. Wants to do the project only if city and neighbors are on board or does not want to do the project. He has concerns about the road, doesn’t want neighbors being assessed by something that’s being caused by his business. He wants to develop friendships with his neighbors. Oronoco is one of few cities that doesn’t have storage. 

Counselor Doug Gillard second voice vote for Ordinance 4-2012: Rezone Property from R1 to M1, all Aye’s, motion carried.

5 min recess - Time: 8:30 pm.
3. Resolution 2012-6:  MN Warn mutual aid for water systems A.

~2012-6:  Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve 2012-6, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, all Aye’s, motion approved. 

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Mayor Kevin McDermott 
1. Meeting Minutes – 3-21-2012 & 4-5-2012 

Discussion of Counselor Nathan Hartung talking about the Gold Rush 40th Anniversary buttons, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein talked about it being Gold Rushes 40th anniversary. Counselor Nathan Hartung passed around the button.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 
1. Meeting Minutes: not received.  Counselor Doug Hartung talked about the fact that they did have a meeting. Also states “What a wonderful couple they are, and they have done a super job!” They will have to go back as to what to do about the park caretaker situation.
2.  Pesticide & Seed: $1100 motion-Counselor Skyler Breitenstein motioned, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carries
3. DNR Grant; may require State approval to sell the land: City Clerk Sandy Jessen talked about the grant in furthered detail. 39 trees will be put in. 100% grant. Attorney Fred Schuler talked further about the grant itself. Mayor Kevin McDermott wants to know if we can choose were to put trees. There was a discussion on that issue. City worker Tim Redepenning says the plan was already submitted in.
4. Mayor Kevin McDermott brought up a new topic about the 3 lots by the park. The county owns the lots- took brief break to switch tapes- conversation cont….It’s the east boundary of the park. He is wondering if council would accept them into city property instead of it being county property. 
Letter to mayor: 

Hi, Kevin.  Hope that all is well with you and your family.  In the course of the title review work I have been done related to the ownership of the lake bed of Lake Shady, it was determined that there are 3 lots still owned by Olmsted County, just north of 2nd St. N.W. which abut the eastern boundary of the park near the old shoreline of the lake which were not included in the legal description of the park as these lots were not acquired by the County from the State.  I understand it is grassy space which the City has been mowing.   We are starting the process on our end to discuss whether or not it makes sense to explore conveying these three lots to the City to be added to Oronoco Park, but we would like the City Council to consider if the County is inclined to transfer them, whether the City is inclined to accept them and properly maintain them or whether some other alternatives should be explored.  Let me know what the City thinks on your end and I will let you know what the County thinks on our end about possibly conveying them to the City.  Thanks.  Tom.
Mayor Kevin McDermott made motion to send letter conveying we would like to obtain lots…Counselor Skyler Breitenstein seconds motion, all Aye’s, motioned carried
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair*: Joe Palen- talked about projects, resource study will be started soon. The mound at the park will be looked at too. He talked about asbestos…contractor will go through a third time to make sure nothing was missed in clean up. Touched base on wetlands in Lake bed: there was a discussion whether wetlands exist in a lake bed at the last meeting. This will be evaluated. Talked about working on property on lake bed, that they will be putting letter out about interest in the lake. He said they were working with a county surveyor: Offers for compensation to waive rights for property.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1.  Flowers; DOGR $150 donation
2. T-Ball: sign up May 1st from 5:30pm – 7:30pm
3. NNO:  Bounce Houses $531.51: Mayor Kevin McDermott motion, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, discussion about the date, all Aye’s, motion carried.
4. Fireworks Permit: Mayor Kevin McDermott motion, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carried.
K. PUBLIC WORKS
1. Well Sealing Grant: in progress: discussion with City worker Tim Redepenning about parts and the vibration of shaft. Decided it will be monitored.
2. Well Repairs
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. County Turn back: set Special Meeting: -City Clerk Sandy Jessen sent e-mails, no dates have been sent back- Council will come back to topic: Mayor Kevin McDermott and Attorney Fred Schuler talked about counties roll & MNDOT roll, they talked about the bridge and roads, Mayor Kevin McDermott-“the point is to stay on top of this” and that he wants a complete rebuild. 

2. MN Ave Bridge inspection:  the bridge is 94 years old and in need of repair the county will have MNDOT repair the arches and spandrel columns: Joe Palen touched base on this topic – in 1987 it was reconstructed, major reconstruction was early 1900, but has been maintained – “This will be expensive.”
3. Snowplow Estimates; Council wants it published in the news paper for a request for estimates. Council will bring bids back to the May meeting for discussion. Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to publish in paper, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carried.
4. Rock: Stockpile approx. $500 for shoulders to be used as needed. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carries.
5. People’s Coop:  response letter enclosed in packets: City Clerk Sandy Jessen touched base on this, Mayor Kevin McDermott opened floor to counselors to discuss-Counselor Doug Gillard made a comment about it not being an issue. Counselor Nathan Hartung talked about it being an issue if other properties develop, at time not much of an issue. Joe Palen agrees and says it’s not costly. 
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2012
2. Public Hearing: CUP Stolp property : Mayor Kevin McDermott stated it was discussed in earlier hours of the meeting, Counselor Nathan Hartung motioned to approve CUP Stolp property, Counselor Doug Gillard seconds, all Aye’s, motion carried
N. WATER & SEWER* 
1. Minutes-  March 27, 2012 
2.  Unmetered water use:  1220 Istas LN SW (5 months) new construction, 425 2nd Ave SE (8 months) downtown area.  Fees. $25 for the first month, $50 for the second, and $75 third month and after has been the guideline in the past: Counselor Skyler Breitenstein discussed topic, City Clerk Sandy Jessen brought up this discussion about the first person at 1220 Istas LN SW, “What to bill for 5 months?” Council talked about numbers. Counselor Nathan Hartung suggests just billing regular amount since not done with malice. Council Discussed topic. Counselor Doug Gillard agrees with Counselor Nathan Hartung and adds to there being a time frame, and it be 25 for each month unless it’s not being paid, then there should be penalties.  The second situation is addressed for 425 2nd Ave. SE and discussed next.  City Clerk Sandy Jessen gives the information of the case. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein addresses concern between intentional and non intentional intentions. “Are we making it uniform?” He asks the council. Discussion starts about intentional uses and not intentional uses and whether the ones who are abusing the situation should be penalized differently. There was disagreement on how to proceed with second situation between the council members. Counselor Nathan Hartung makes motion to send a letter to both, Mayor Kevin McDermott second, all Aye’s, no further discussion, motion carries. Motion on 1220 Istas LN SW by Mayor Kevin McDermott to pay original fee, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, discussion for the 25, 50, and then 75 every month thereafter. Mayor Kevin McDermott discussed “rules are rules, no bending it,” all Aye’s, motion carries. On 425 2nd Ave. SE – Counselor Nathan Hartung motions for the same as first address, Counselor Doug Gillard second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carried.
3. Letter to Pumpers & Residents
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*

A. Letter to MN Public Utility Commission Members, CAPX: Mayor Kevin McDermott makes motion to sign letters and send the letters; Mayor Kevin McDermott wants a cover letter, discussion started with Attorney Fred Schuler; Mayor Kevin McDermott, Counselor Doug Gillard and Counselor Skyler Breitenstein talked more about the letter. Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, no discussion, all Aye’s, motion carries
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
VIII. NEW BUSINESS*
A. Loan Consolidation; paperwork complete & sent: 
IX.CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*


Two decks, 2 new construction, 1 shed, & 1 basement finish

B. TASK LIST

C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 03-21-2012
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 3-29-2012

D. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Accounts Receivable  
5. Transaction Report: Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to approve agenda, no discussion, Counselor Nathan Hartung second, all Aye’s, motion carried
X.  CLOSED SESSION : Was closed due to discussion about litigation on Fitzpatrick lawsuit. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott opened session at 9:46 pm.
XI.  ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Kevin McDermott motion to close, Counselor Skyler Breitenstein second, all Aye’s, motion carried. Time: 9:47pm.
______________________



    ________________________    

  City Clerk                                                                        Mayor
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