January 108, 2012Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco
Oversight Committee Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2012 @ 6:30PM

I. WELCOME: Mayor Kevin McDermott 
II. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Doug Gillard, Clerk Sandy Jessen, Commission Judy Ohly, Terry Lee, Gary Morien, Chuck Ackman, Rep. Duane Quam, residents, and members of the press.
III. Terry Lee, Olmsted County and Gary Morien, Stantec presented the PowerPoint presentation that included the following topics.

IV. 2010 flood damage and the subsequent work completed towards the removal of the Oronoco Dam and the Restoration of the Zumbro River.

V. Current status of the project, proposed improvements, project schedule, etc.

VI. Discuss environmental and public health risk associated with the project the need for action.

VII. Discuss project funding secured to date and need for additional funding assistance.

VIII. Roundtable discussion with Legislators as to the most effective means of securing additional funding.
IX. Discussion: The project shortfall for the west side of Hwy 52 is 2.4 million. The west side needs 1.27 million; so there is a need for 3.67 million for project completion.  The west side is not as pressing it’s more of a natural area and will try to partner with the DNR, Fish & Wildlife, and Nature Conservancy.   Chuck Ackman, Outreach Director for Amy Klobuchar; said that this project is covered under mostly state and DNR issues.  There is a hazard mitigation fund and to contact FEMA in regards to those mitigation monies.  The Committee could also contact the USDA Rural Development for possible grants. 
Ownership:  the ownership of the land has not been settled; there is a meeting tomorrow  at the county on this.  There was a recent wrinkle in the progress; while boring near the dam they found fuel oil in it, also there were some asbestos products discovered.  The clean-up and ownership go together.  The west side cost estimates include acquisition and restoration.  The main portion of the lakebed may be considered public land as no taxes have been paid for many years.  The mineral rights belong to the state and if a Lessard Sam’s grant was received it would require public access.

The dam would need to be rebuild to withstand a 100 -500 year event; by removing the dam and stabilizing the riverine system it eliminates future costs.
Duane Quam; it looks that there will not be a state budget shortfall.  Shovel ready projects  may have a 50 /50 chance of receiving funding.

South of the dam:  the project ends at the dam but there has been discussion to link up with the DNR canoe launch and give access to the rock rapids.
Allis Park:  the plan at this point is to have a historical site kiosk and rapids outlook, there is not good access there for a canoe launch.

X. ADJOURNMENT
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