City of Oronoco
Special City Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 25, 2009
7:00pm
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm
II.
ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
Kevin McDermott, Clerk Sandy Jessen, Judy Ohly, and Tom Ryan, Absent:  Councilor 
Brian 
Breider  ( arrived at 7:08pm)
III.
PARKS: 
1. Olmsted County Park- had a meeting on Monday, March 23rd.  Discussion:  

Judy Ohly, Olmsted County Commissioner; it has been talked about selling the park to the city for a dollar, there is a change at the park that opens up the door,  Evelyn Mohlke is retiring after 37 years.  Because of the budget situation the County is looking at changes to public health and safety.  Would like to discuss the future of the park with Oronoco and the dam, the information is in the packet.  The city would


assume total ownership, operational control, and responsibility for Oronoco Park.  The city will receive an annual payment of $22,962 to operate the park for five years for a total of $114,807. Option two would be to also assume operational control of the dam; the city would receive for ten years $9931, for a total of $99,310.  For Oronoco Park a sum of $22,962 for ten years, total is $229,620.  For both the park and dam it is $328,930 total.  The majority of the County Board members are for this.  

Tom Ryan; believes this is a fair offer and wants to make sure that the city appreciates that this is straight up offer. The county will not be able to maintain the park as they do now, they are preparing for the unknown with the 2010 – 2011 budgets, and parks are not rich.  The county cannot operate the camp ground when Evelyn retires, they would curtail camping. The county wants Oronoco’s involvement; the city would need to decide whether or not to allow camping.  

Judy Ohly; the county would offer continued support from parks expertise in regards to the dam; ownership of the dam would continue to be Olmsted County.
2. Oronoco Dam – flashboards – Olmsted County would like to have Oronoco put in the 
flashboards and Olmsted County would monitor them for the summer and take them 
out in the fall, the city would contact the contractor for flashboards and pay for. 
Discussion:  what guarantees the funding; there would be a contract drawn up by 
Attorney Tom Canan if the city agrees. The tax levy would remain the same as the 
2009 price; inflation will not affect the payment.  The County owns the equipment 
and would maintain it. Tom Ryan foresees the county maintaining three major parks 
in the county.  The city would be better positioned for bonding requests for Lake 
Shady with ownership; the stakeholders group should have their recommendation by 
September; a request was put in today.
 

Olmsted County Parks Dept. is called a lot for recommendations, taxes pay their 
wages; the city can contact parks for help.  If the county continues to operate the park 
there would be no nighttime supervision, they would not be there every day (maybe 
once a week), there will be camping there until the 4th of July and then the county 
would not allow overnight camping.  The park will not look as nice if the county 
continues to control it.  


If the city takes over; the security would be the city’s responsibility. The Mohlke’s may 
be willing to stay on.  Steve Mohlke; will stay until told to leave, this offer is the best 
way for Oronoco Park to survive in this budgetary crisis; no parks are safe, this 
proposal will be a written contract, it will the best way for this park to survive, it is a 
fair proposal, honest, and it gives Oronoco Park the financial protection that other 
parks will not have. 


Operations of the dam:  debris is a concern, by law if the flashboards are lowered 
then they have to be raised, flashboards would be cleared of debris by the contractor, 
county would take care of the gates, and a $15,000 commitment was made last fall by 
the Admin. Committee for the flashboards and again last week; if something comes 
up it can be brought to them. The city only has to put the boards in this spring.  Steve 
Wittlief will come and talk to the contractors; not tell them how to do it because of 
liability issues.
 

The study of the dam cost $13,600, it should be complete in June or mid – August, 
can’t say how long the dam will last; but will provide the best information possible.


County owns the equipment; they would repair it, the city would monitor; would pay 
for a dam operator – contractor to lower the flashboards, if have debris the city will 
contact the contractor for them to remove, will need to get the language right in the 
contract.  The county will not pay the contractor directly; the flashboards would not 
be put in and out if they keep control of the dam. It will cost the city $3000 per 
occurrence to the contractor; unknown how many times they will have to come out.  


Deadline:  July 31st is Evelyn’s last day; a decision will need to be made on camping; 
most revenue comes in August.  It will take about a month for the paperwork and 
deed work to be completed.
IV.  OLMSTED COUNTY SHERIFF – COPS GRANT

Mayor Scott Keigley discussion:  the city doesn’t need to apply for the grant, the county      does. The city needs to decide if they want to be included; it’s free for three years and pay for the fourth year, the city may have to pay for a car at $6000 per year. 
Discussion:  the budget is tight, is it something the city will need in three years, the city could explore sharing services with other cities or townships, but with a deadline of April 14th there is not enough time to set up for this;  the city may need additional service if the new developments fill up.  It would be additional hours to our existing contract, in four years with wage increases and benefits it may add another $10,000.

Councilor Brian Breider motioned to not do the COPS grant, Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; All in favor, motion carried. 


Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 8:00pm, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second all in favor, motion carried.

V.
ADJOURNMENT
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                                Mayor
