March 16, 2009 Regular Council Meeting

City of Oronoco

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
March 16, 2009 @ 7:00PM

I.
CALL TO ORDER



7:00 pm
II.
ROLL CALL


All members present
III.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


Additions: V.I.3. Flashboards 

 Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the agenda with additions, Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd all 
in favor, motion carried.
IV.
PUBLIC FORUM
A. Terry Ward – MNDOT*:  update on the Hwy 52 project from Elk Run to Pine Island
Terry Ward; Project manager for the Elk Run division, reference map handed out, in 2003 an environmental assessment was approved, overpass finished up to Cty Rd 11, this is not a funded project, but potentially could become a design - build project, with an interchange and frontage road system, the right in and right out at Oronoco would be eliminated at some point, the frontage may have an upgrade in the design.  Discussion:  questions regarding when  the right on and right off access at the north end of Oronoco would be closed, what the traffic counts are projected as, and the concern was expressed for all the increased traffic on the south end of Lake Shady Ave. where the road makes a hard right .  Responses were that there would likely be an interchange north at Elk Run, all traffic would use MN Ave.  Or Lake Shady Ave. and the right on – right off access would be closed after the interchange was built.  The numbers for the 2025 traffic projections were high and would be sent to the city. Terry Ward; it is my job to get the project shovel ready; it could be funded under stimulus money.
John Wiggins:  submitted letter; the RWH II home owners association has questions of who owns the outlots in the development, liability issues of the outlots as they are not sure if it was deeded over to the city; concern that if someone is injured who would be responsible.  Mayor Scott Keigley; it is a city park and is the city’s responsibility – Mayor Scott Keigley; there is a fee that is paid to the city and the portion you pay goes to the escrow.  Dan spoke with Sandy Jessen and said he is waiting for information from his accountant and then will be setting a meeting. Records will be checked to confirm the park was deeded to the city. 
Todd Huyber:  regarding the petition for wildlife- A complaint was filed.  He was on the river clearing ice for skating and a few dogs wandered onto the Steven’s property, a man from the Steven’s property yelled and then fired what sounded like a gun, Mr. Huyber said the snow flew from about 5 feet away after the gun was shot, and he called the police.  Mr. Huyber is concerned about guns being shot in a neighborhood, and is worried what could have happened.  When the police arrived the man from the Steven’s property shot off dummy launcher for the officer.  Mr. Huyber said the sound was not the same as what he heard prior to the police showing up while he was on the river.  Mr. Huyber- If another animal/dog goes after the animals on the Steven’s property, are they going to shoot at those as well?  Also, with the addition of canoeing there will be more traffic to take into consideration.  
Kim Eckman; she has also heard multiple gun shots and does not believe it is a dummy launcher, she has heard shots many times.
The Public Forum was closed at 7:15pm.
 V.
DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. OCSO ~ Mike Morrow
1. Director Mark Darnell – COPS Grant – good news – the stimulus bill has a COPS recovery program.  Back in the 80’s the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Department had a COPS program.  Under this new program, 100% of police coverage is paid by the government for three years.  The city currently has coverage 20 hours a week.  This would give the City an opportunity to receive coverage 60 hours per week.  With Elk Run and city growth, the City could use the additional coverage.  Our city could share time with the surrounding townships, because this grant gives that option.  The catch is that you must retain an officer for the 4th year at $ 90,000. The city would have three years to budget for the 4th year.  The city could also diversify with the townships.  The information was released today with a filing date by the 14th of April.  There is a grant specialist at Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office who would help the city complete the forms.  Have not heard from the county on whether they would cover the cost of a squad car, which would work out to about $6000 per year.  County would maintain the officer with training; the application process is self explanatory and explains the conditions of the agreement.  The county will also be applying for this.  The city hasn’t change law enforcement protection for a long time; this would be a good opportunity.  Councilor Brian Breider; would it be existing staff?  Mark Darnell; it would be a permanent officer not a temporary officer, the City would still pay for the 20 hours per week, other communities are eligible, there is no application fee that he’s aware of.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to fill out the grant paperwork, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; ayes; Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Nayes; Councilor Brian Breider, motion carries.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Chris Stolp, Fire Chief
1. Runs – 2; 1 missing person, 1 - 1st Resp. assist
2. Upcoming grants – discussion on which available grants the Fire Dept. There are 5 grants they would like to try for there is a matching fund of at least 5% or more – Mayor Scott Keigley should apply for them.
3. Physicals – currently not required; does the City want to provide yearly physicals for members or for new hires? LMC recommendation; Fire Dept has a yearly SCBA fit test and a blood test.   
4. Training – MN Ave. house burn was done last Saturday and that went well and State Sectionals School coming up.  Talked to some neighboring towns for training.
5. Run watermains on Main Street for a quick fill at the dept., can be brought up to the building bring in sketch so City Engineer Joe Palen can estimate it.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director

1. Runs – 4; 3 Township, 1 City
2. Fire Safety Bill - $590.00; Gwen didn’t realize that the bill would be over the $500 limit when ordered; there was a $95.00 shipping charge. 
3. SEMN conferences had open for a few months – no one attended
D. EOC ~ Chris Stolp, Director
Spotter training is tonight and next month.
E. PERSONNEL

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

1.  City Code – update; Attorney Fred Suhler and City staff have been working on pulling the New Code of Ordinances together.  Currently waiting on direction for the Transient Merchant portion. By the end of this week, it should be mainly put together.  Councilor Brian Breider; Can you put in a 3 day limit on the Transient Merchant?  Attorney Fred Suhler; it usually covers other issues, not related directly to Gold Rush, it’s difficult to develop a rule that won’t affect someone not associated with Gold Rush, it has to be uniform and fair to everyone. Discussion: Sheriff’s Dept. - If a policy was in place for last year during Gold Rush they could have enforced it.  Also, residents could say they were having a garage sale during Gold Rush because it is a good time of year to do that.  Gold Rush is providing services and would like venders to help pay for those services.  
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider.
Short meeting about the transient merchant permit.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 

1. Canoe Landing – update from Charlie Fried.
Proposal to use the undeveloped 1st Ave for access for the canoe landing and parking.  DNR expects to have the funds to complete the construction of the landing at about $5000, they will add gravel and get it ready and the city would provide maintenance.  There is a substantial amount of water that runs down the center of 1st Ave SE.  With the help of the Bouwkamps, they would provide an easement for a turn around and parking for seven cars, the easement would be good for 15 years.  Parks needs the city’s permission to proceed with the agreement with the DNR. Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to proceed with the cooperative agreement with DNR for the canoe landing, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the easement agreement with the Bouwkamps, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.

2. Portable Potties – 3 quotes; Affordable Portables is $213.00 per month, On Site Sanitation is $198.09 per month, and Pit Stop Portables will price match, their price was in between the other bids, they provided the service for the city last year.  All provide weekly service. Councilor Kevin McDermott motion to go with Pit Stop Portables for porta potties, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Women’s Softball League - $75.00 for entrance fee, the City paid for them last year. Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to pay the women’s soft ball dues of $75.00, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.
4. 3rd Ave. SW Park; look at options on maintenance. 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair*
1. Meeting Update: link for the KTTC video, notes from advisory meeting enclosed.
2. Highway Clean-up; will be setting a date for this.
3. Flash Boards;  This Thursday Katie Dudley met with Judy Ohly; the county will allow the city to place the flashboards for about $3000 and the county will remove them, there is no written agreement on who would take care of them during the summer.  Community would like to see it stay a lake, and the county would like it to go back to a river. Mayor Scott Keigley; Lake Shady and City Council should set a meeting together and discuss this. Councilor Jackie Hall; Lake Florence in Stewartville is going through similar issues, it looks bad, we should go down and look at it. Will look at dates in April to set up meeting with the committee.

J. COMMUNITY CENTER

1. Flowers for planters; set spending limit on flowers. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned that there is a maximum of $200.00 spent for the flowers, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried.
2. Clean-up Day May 2, 2009; the auto salvage is willing to accept car tires for $2.00 each, no rims, an 8:00 am start for volunteers.  
K. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Street Cleaning – Received an updated bid from Wigham Services; sweeping would cost $105 to $110 per hour, transportation of sand $75 to $90 per hour, and disposal would be included other than hauling.  No time estimates were given, but a regular snowfall takes about 8 hours to clear.  Jason could take the sand.  Solicit other quotes. County or Rochester Service; Kevin and Scott will check for other prices.
2. Notice for 2009-2010 Snowplow Bids*; post in the News Record 
3. Notice for 2009-2010 Equipment & Rock Bids*; post in the News Record
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to send out the bids for snowplowing and rock bids and have them due for the next City Council meeting, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.

L. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes

2. Public Hearing results for Jackie Stevens– recommend denial – based on the comprehensive plan and ordinances, also denial on the fowl as it does not fit comprehensive plan or ordinance.

P&Z also discussed the Elk Run Development.
a. Jackie Stevens; (submitted letter) she has gotten rid of the geese, but would like to keep the goats and chickens. She would like to do whatever it takes to keep the animals, fences, buildings, but will not get rid of the goats, chickens, or ducks, but did get rid of the geese.    She would not have purchased the property having known that she could not have the animals.  She has nine and one-half acres and it’s heavily wooded; there are two sheds that cannot be seen from the front of the property.  She has many wildlife animals that come to her property, and there is marshland.  The goats are close to the deer and the amount of land supports the animals.  She has spent a great deal of time cleaning up the property since she has moved in and has maintained the property and the animals.  She disposes of the waste appropriately by giving it back to nature.  She thought she would be allowed to have the animals, she was told by previous owner that she did not have to follow the covenants.  A friend shot off a dummy launcher to scare off the dogs that were chasing the ducks.  There has been other shooting of guns across the river.  The gun issue is what started this.  She has learned a lot looking at all her legal documents.  The animals are her pets, they have been vaccinated and have not caused any problems and she would like to stay in her home with her animals.  She was mislead and would like to have an exception to the rule.  She is asking Council to consider her request and she will not exceed what animals she has and will meet requirements set forth by the City Council.  Discussion:  Mayor Scott Keigley and Councilor Kevin McDermott drove out to the property and it is a large acreage, could accommodate animals. Did petition some were in support.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to table until City Council can go out and look at the property, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; discussion: Councilor Brian Breider; they are attracting other animals, it would be difficult to manage this. Ayes: Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Naye:  Councilor Brian 
Breider, Councilor Paul Briggs,   motion carried.
Recess was called at 8:25pm and reconvened at 8:31 pm.
M. WATER & SEWER* 

1.  Meeting Minutes

a. Letter to the MPCA requesting the Water System Feasibility report be an acceptable draft Facility Plan.   

2.  Rucker Property Acquisition – update; Mr. Rucker is willing to accept $22,200 for the land plus a $7800 landscaping allowance, for a total of $30,000.  Mr. Rucker will be responsible then for the installation and maintenance of all trees and shrubs he would choose to install around the perimeter of the City’s reservoir property. The city will be doing the legal work, soft costs; utility fees.  Landscaping was estimated at $6000.00 – $8000.00. Mr. Rucker was firm at $30,000. The city has been discussing planting trees to beautify the area around the reservoir, with this offer; he would plant the trees and move some of his own trees there would be no fence but a gated entrance.  City would do the recording and correcting the dam agreement that had some errors in it.  Councilor Brian Breider; how much are the legal costs?  Attorney Fred Suhler; there can be significant costs to do the survey costs, recording costs would not be that much, appreciate the savings that the city would have if it is completed now.  The city would be paying more than appraisal lists, but some of the payment is for other costs (landscaping). It would take 90 days to acquire the land without his consent.  Councilor Paul Briggs; what about the landscape costs, there is no way to control what he spends for that.   City Engineer Joe Palen; the allowance doesn’t obligate him to plant trees, but the city will not have to pay for the landscaping that they had planned on.  The City would not be responsible to maintain the landscape.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to offer $7800 for the landscaping, Councilor Jackie Hall second; discussion; Councilor Brian Breider; not for condemnation at all, but what would it cost?  Attorney Fred Suhler; the award may come right down the middle, plus attorney fees and commissioner fees; it can run into a scheduling problem for the project, may not get the property until mid July. The original offer is $22,200.00 and would add the $7800.00 for landscaping, ayes: Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, mayor Scott Keigley, naye: Councilor Paul Briggs, motion carried.
3. Environmental Review; the documentation has been put together, have not receive any comments yet.  It goes to a number of people and departments.  March 24th is the cutoff for comments.
4. Public Notice – request for public comment posted in the paper; have not received any comments yet.
5. Resolution 09-02: authorizing financing application, need motion. Mayor Scott Keigley introduced and read resolution 09-02.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Resolution 09-02, Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd;  voice vote: Councilor Brian Breider aye, Councilor Jackie Hall aye, Mayor Scott Keigley aye, Councilor Kevin McDermott aye, Councilor Paul Briggs aye,  motion passes unanimously, motion carried
6. Soil Borings Reservoir Site and Supplemental Borings Downtown - $1750.00; should do the soil borings at the site to make sure it’s suitable and there are a few downtown locations that should be done; down from the canoe landing, to see if that is feasible to go under the river if the county won’t allow us to attach to the bridge; Mayor Scott Keigley motion to allow $1750 to do the additional soil borings, Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion: Councilor Brian Breider; Mr. Rucker has been informed that the soil borings would be done, City Engineer Joe Palen; yes. All in favor, motion carried.
7. Update on the Water system Improvements Design and PFA funding applications:
City Engineer Joe Palen; discussion on the stimulus funding the city may get a grant for approximately 10% of the loan, or approximately $250,000, it may have stipulations attached,  if the city had waited until next year, they probably would have gotten less.  It’s unofficial at this point.  Moving forward on the design phase, the survey crews were out looking at ownership, project is on target of the schedule. Councilor Brian Breider; will there be land or easement acquisitions?  City Engineer Joe Palen; four properties by the lake, I have spoken with a few of the owners, and have spoke with Mr. Jech on an area on his property, he said he would grant the easement.  Met with Dan Fitzpatrick and things look in good shape, both gentlemen were very easy to work with.  Councilor Brian Breider; RWH residents received a letter for water restrictions from Olmsted County Utilities, City Engineer Joe Palen; the RWH location has a very nice well set up for a municipality system.
VI.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS*
A.  Gathering Permit; Bill Nevala, 2nd Annual Winter Begone! Duathlon; April 26th. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the gathering permit for the Winter Begone Duathlon, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.
B.   Fireworks Permit for the 4th of July.  Kelly Parker will train with J&M and they will pay him and insure him. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the fireworks permit, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.
VII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
1. Task List – got most of the info from McGhie and Betts – close, Munson -close, punch list not completed, MDH drinking, Fitzpatrick meeting tabled, radio – close, working on ordinances,   well testing at River Park - Joe will check into.
2. 2nd Avenue SW Flooding – verbal report from City Engineer; the concrete crossing on the east side of the road has been surrounded with spring run off, with the 52 project there was a pipe put in by Al Ihde’s property, unsure why it was put there, the ditch on the east side of 2nd Ave is very shallow; should do some ditch cleaning and make it deeper. The access   into Mr. Munson’s property; ditch clean and eliminate the culvert that MnDOT put in, could do in stages to see what works.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; ditch on west side being cleaned out will help a lot, this spring it went over the road before Munson’s lot, have that driveway removed  on 2nd from Munson’s lot, he has access on MN Ave. A dozer and a backhoe, get quotes, a day’s work would help a lot. Councilor Brian Breider; do we own the pipe, what is it draining? City Engineer Joe Palen believes it drains a fairly isolated area, clean ditches first and then evaluates it.  
VIII.
NEW BUSINESS*
A.  Property Assessments
1. Cameron Dyrseth: $1032.92 service from 2-19-2008 to 9-27-2007; does City Council want to move forward.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to set a public hearing to assess the property for $1032.92, Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion: can be set for the next Regular City Council Meeting on April 20th. All in favor, motion carried.
B. LMC – loss control consultant; met at City Hall and will be sending recommendations for the City to implement.
C. LMC – Worker’s Comp – Deductible; have not had a deductible in the past.  The estimated premium is $2730, would receive a 2% credit on a $250 deductible, 3% on $500, or 5% on a $1000 deductible.  No motion was made.
IX.
CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*

1. Seven Fountains Church

1195 Alona Lane SW

New Construction
B. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 2-17-2009
C. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – copy available to view in the office.

3.
Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds


4.
Accounts Receivable & Unpaid Bills


5.
Transaction list
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  Council will take a 5 minute recess and then will go into closed session.
X.  Closed Meeting

A. Steve Jech- River Park 
Mayor Scott Keigley reopened the Regular City Council meeting at 9:55 pm.

Summary of the closed session: Attorney Fred Suhler will draft a letter stating the city’s stand on the potential litigation.

XI. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to close the meeting at 9:56 pm, Councilor Brian Breider second; all 
in favor, motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                                Mayor
2

