February 17, 2009 Regular Council Meeting

          City of Oronoco

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2009
7:00PM

I.
CALL TO ORDER


Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm
II.
ROLL CALL


All members present Attorney Fred Suhler, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.
III.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Additions: V.J.1.  Clean-up Day



       VI. C.  Budget



       V.M.3. City Engineer Joe Palen - Updates


Mayor Scott Keigley motion to accept the agenda with additions, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all 
in favor, motion carried.
IV.
PUBLIC FORUM
A. Cameron Dyrseth- lawn care charges $1032.92; disputes that he should have to pay for work done prior to him purchasing the home.  Discussion: the property was not maintained by the bank, the city maintained the property and fees incurred were not paid by the bank, there was not a property assessment done, the fees are still due by the current property owner and may be assessed to the property taxes by the city.   Mr. Dyrseth may appeal the assessment of the charges at that time.  There were no motions made.  
Larry Stolp- was wondering when the road paving would be paid for.  The city will have to check the Bond schedule.
Dan Christopherson-he has two lots, one with a house and one with a garage, he would like to    

 know if he will be charged assessments for water on both lots. Mayor Scott Keigley; there will
 
be one assessment for one service. 

Closed public forum.
 V.
DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. OCSO ~ Mike Morrow
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Chris Stolp, Fire Chief*
1. Runs – 5; 3 traffic accidents, 1 CO call, 1 assist to 1st  Responders

2. Air pack grant update- met with both companies and chose Fire Safety; air packs should be here within a month and a half, will use funds from CIP fund or the Investment fund to cover costs. The Fire Department has the opportunity to burn 2 houses for training; the 1st training burn will be on March 14, the house is located on MN Ave.  The 2nd training burn will take place later in the year; the house is located on 5th Street.  
3. Changes to Ordinance – changes are highlighted, changed titles and added 4 Captains & 4 Crew Chiefs, unpaid positions.  Attorney Fred Suhler; put all the Ordinances together in one book.
4. Chili feed is March 1st.
5. Ice rescue practice is this weekend, will cut open the ice and practice jumping in the water.
6. One new applicant; he lives in Rochester, is getting his training right now in Pine Island 

and paying for it himself. The Fire Department will wait until there are a few more applicants to 
go through; they have a few vacant spots.  Dennis Blanck has retired.
7. Billing- some incidents can’t be charged, some can, will start getting the bills ready at the end of each month.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director

1. Runs – 12; 8 township, 4 city, Gwen will meet with Sandy and figure out how we’re going to bill accidents, have not spoken with township, Pine Island responds too and bills people, need to have the steps worked out.  The medical charging is going through legislation right now, can’t count on that right now.
2. Bill Nevala – Win Multi-Sports; Plaque and $500 donation of appreciation was given for the 1st Responders for their service during the events organized. 
D. EOC ~ Chris Stolp
E. PERSONNEL

1. Meeting Update:  enclosed list, discussed cell phones; look at track phones for Fire Department & 1st Responders, $200 penalty for early cancelation on the third phone; Hazardous Waste Collection Day is May 5th and they are looking for volunteers.  The next personnel meeting is scheduled for 4-17-09. Most of the past agenda items have been implemented from the last meeting.  Still working on updating the city ordinances, with all of the different documents from past years it has been difficult to differentiate which ordinances have been updated and published.  Once the New City Code is complete it will help create consistency for City Staff and city committees.
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS*
1. 500 Regulation & Licensing

a) Publish ordinances 100, 200, 300, they have been approved.  A summary will need to be written to publish the first 3 sections of the New City Code to make them in effective for use; a summary will need to be done by the attorney. Attorney Fred Suhler; table until next month, so we can complete the book, operate with the old and new numbers, should put together a book and get it adopted, it will make things easier.  Look at completed book and adopt it and then the rest will be repealed.  City of Hutchinson provided the sexually oriented business ordinance thought there were many closer cities to look at. Complete all the ordinance updates in the next month and adopt the New City Code all at once.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Councilor Kevin McDermott & Councilor Brian Breider, Co-Chairs
1. Meeting Minutes*
a) Election of Officers: Councilor Brian Breider – Treasurer, Joanne McDermott – Secretary, Councilor Brian Breider & Councilor Kevin McDermott - Co-Chairs

b) Transient merchant permit - $30 cost for vendors to cover DOGR expenses.  Would like to complete the Peddler’s Ordinance (transient merchant); trying to go through this with a sub portion that covers getting the permit so that when a vendor comes into town they would purchase this permit, its purpose would be to gain revenue to offset the costs of the Sheriffs Dept, insurance, and portable toilets and other fees incurred by Gold Rush.  
H. PARKS & TRAILS 

Attorney Fred Suhler; needed more information from Charlie Fried on the location of the lots at the canoe landing, wrote a temporary easement, it’s only good for 15 years.  City Engineer Joe Palen gave Charlie some info to help him.  
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair*
1. Update - Lake Shady Advisory Group to meet on Monday, March 2 at 1:30 p.m.  Presentations by Kevin Stauffer, DNR Fisheries, regarding the Zumbro Fishery - lake vs. river (to include a fishing pond discussion) and by Mark Krupski from Olmsted County, regarding lakebed ownership.  We are also looking to invite Luther Aadland, MN DNR, to discuss what a dam removal process would look like.  Lake Shady Committee to meet on Thursday, March 5 at 6:45 p.m. to discuss the presentations and any other new business.
 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER
1. Clean-up Day – money is donated from Gold Rush, people really like to have that offered.  Will set date in March.
K. STREETS & ROADS

Sand on the roads – look at getting bids to sweep and remove the sand.
L. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes:  
2. Public Hearing set 3-3-2009 6:45 pm and 7:00pm: goats and fowl; 4 goats, 15 chickens, ducks. Attorney Fred Suhler; chickens are something that is coming around again, they are becoming popular. 
3. Discussed the sign ordinance – a sticker permit to put on the sign is a good idea.
M. WATER & SEWER* 

1. Tim Walz; meeting update.  Councilor Brian Breider attended the meeting, it was about getting input.  He gave Mr. Walz a letter about our project.  There is a conference call tomorrow and Councilor Brian Breider will listen in on it.  Should calls be made to others?  Mayor Scott Keigley will forward some information to Demmer and Senjem. Councilor Paul Briggs will contact Senjem. Councilor Brian Breider will forward information from the phone conference to Sandy.
2. PFA – policy enclosed in packets –FYI – Mike Bubany filled out form for temporary financing, but PFA let the city know that with the priority of the project it will allow the city to bypass some of the deadlines, so the temporary financing will not be needed, funds will be made available to the city.  Councilor Brian Breider; the numerical ranking, has it moved up? City Engineer Joe Palen the ranking doesn’t matter anymore, when you’re placed on the IUP.  
3. City Engineer Joe Palen – Updates
· Rucker Meeting update:  we’ve met and presented the offer of $15,000, received the counter offer of $30,000, the appraised value was $11,100 the difference in the additional construction costs would be $16,085,  with the total of $27,185 in tangible costs, may be other costs involved, but there is no acquisition cost included for the cemetery property.  Important to keep on track with the schedule with the potential of the stimulus funds, there is a possibility for forgiveness of the principle to up to 50%, but there are no guarantees.  Last Friday City Engineer Joe Palen met with Mr. Rucker to try to show him the physical location of where the reservoir would be, was not able to get up there with the snow, he will go up there after the snow melts.  Also, Joe would like the City Council to consider requesting permission to do a soil boring to make sure it is suitable for the reservoir.  Attorney Fred Suhler; when do you need the site? City Engineer Joe Palen; the sooner the better for funding purposes. Discussion: the land was appraised at $11,100, the money saved should not all be spent on the purchase of the property, could acquire the land within 90 days with emanate domain.  There are fees associated with pursuing emanate domain.  The city should move forward with negotiations or condemnation. If the property is not acquired within six months the bids will be broke down into two separate projects or phases.  If offer twice the value you’re meeting Mr. Rucker half way.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to offer Mr. Rucker $22,200, Councilor Jackie Hall second,  discussion; if he doesn’t accept, can schedule a special City Council meeting, bring the possibility of emanate domain to the table but not as a threat, offer will be contingent on the favorable geotechnical  analysis,  meet next week on Tuesday at 7:00pm if necessary. Ayes; Councilor Brian Breider mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jackie Hall, nayes; Councilor Paul Briggs, motion carries.
Councilor Jackie Hall had to leave at 8:30, City Council recessed.  Reconvened at 8:38pm.
· PFA (Public Funding Authority): City Engineer Joe Palen sent a letter and will begin processing the application, at the next meeting the City Council will need to pass a resolution allowing that; he is also working on the environmental impact worksheet document and will submit within the week. We will be writing another letter to the PFA asking they accept the inclusion of the watermain to Riverpark;  need to meet with the two developers to go to the wells and see what upgrades may be needed, the electrical engineer and City Engineer Joe Palen will have to meet and get that  information,  need an easement to get to the well at Riverpark, there are a five parcels that will need an easement on the east side of Lake Shady, there is a private drive servicing them, the city will need to approach them for a 20 foot easement.  
· City Engineer Joe Palen received a letter from Sheila Craig encouraging the completion of a facility plan for PFA for a sanitary sewer facility plan, he is somewhat cautious about this, he may request a special meeting and include a few City Council members with the MPCA, they are looking for projects, it would require another facility plan and environmental information worksheet and it would cost $7000 - $10,000. If the city qualifies it would be advantageous to have the next phase of the water project ready, to try to get funding for 2010.  Don’t want to hurt the chances for funding this year or next year. With sewer there are a lot of obstacles, and also equity issues. City Engineer Joe Palen will contact John Carney with the MPCA to set a meeting with Mayor Scott Keigley. The city may also consider applying for funding for the next phases of the water project.
VI.
PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Website quote - $396 per year, the first year with all the set up fees would be $1891. With the budget 
shortfalls will look at it at later time.
B. J&M Display – insurance – Their insurance will no longer cover the 4th of July fireworks, unless the 
pyrotechnic attends their training, we can apply for coverage through Kroemer Agency, and our 
agent thinks that coverage may be expensive through the city policy, if they would cover it at all.  I 
have made a few calls and I am waiting for a return call from Kelly Parker.  
C. Budget Discussion:  concern that the probability of the budget being slashed is growing, LGA and Market Value Credits, there is no concrete number yet, but should make cuts to the budget; there are not a lot of areas to trim. The city will have to watch it very closely, may need to use the investment fund, probably sitting better than most communities.  Continued Discussion; cut everything we can, can drain the reserves we have, taxes would have to be raised.  Try to maintain the reserves that we have.  Watch costs and don’t get things that we can live without. Get innovative with things. State is talking about doing a cut evenly across the board of 13%.  Have to pay people to work for projects.
VII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
A. Task List – have updated as much as we can at this point.
VIII.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Orderly Annexation Agreement – expires the end of this year on December 31, with the township, should forward the agreement to Attorney Fred Suhler and set meeting with the township.
B. Munson property – spring / winter flooding – pictures enclosed – changed the conveyance and upsized the culverts – has been an issue for sometime – those that have lived here for a long time have said that this is the worst it’s been in the past – water ponds right out of the culverts and the silt builds up, the swales may not have the capacity that they used to have. Munson site might play a role but in the grand scheme of things it’s not a significant one. The Munson driveway doesn’t have a culvert.  The culvert on 2nd may be causing some of the problem. Water pools and forces the water across, require a wide apron, and have the driveway removed to allow the water to flow. Do a ditch cleaning, go out and take a look.  Have City Engineer Joe Palen take a look at property to make some suggestions on what should be done to correct the problem.
IX.
CONSENT AGENDA

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*

B. MEETING MINUTES*

1. 1-20-2009 Regular CC Meeting Minutes

2. 2-10-2009 Special CC Meeting Minutes

C. FINANCIALS*
1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget


3.
Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds


4.
Accounts Receivable & Unpaid Bills


5.
Transfers

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.

X. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn 9:30 Councilor Brian Breider second all in favor, motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                                Mayor
6

