City of Oronoco
Special City Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February10, 2009
7:00pm
I.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.
II.
ROLL CALL

All members present: Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Mayor Scott Keigley, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.
III.
PROPERTY INSURANCE – property insurance will go up $1000 for 2009 -2010 year.
LMC sent an appraisal company out last year and replacement values were changed 
on the buildings. The city can request that a building be set at a specific amount.  The 
township building located in Caryl Cowden Park has been insured by the city since 
2002, the new appraisal was listed at $97,500; the Fire Hall was listed at $450,000 
and City Hall at over $800,000.  Discussion:  Drop insurance on Township 
Building, the Fire Hall is appraised at $450,000 set it at $250,000, City Hall was set at 
$817,000, set at $600,000, drop the pump house to $2000, set the shop at 
$40,000 replacement, and leave gazebo the same.  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to approve the changed values, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in 
favor, motion carried.
IV.
RUCKER PROPERTY – at the meeting Mr. Rucker counter offered $30,000, after being 
offered $15,000, and there may need to be a lot split done on the property, which the 
city would pay for. Telephone companies pay more for acquired land ($70000).  It 
would cost about $26,000 more to use the cemetery property.  Any counter offer 
made should be contingent on soil borings; consider discussion with the Cemetery 
Board about
acquiring their land.  City Engineer Joe Palen had a meeting with Mr. 
Rucker on Friday, February 6th, however he is out of town this week.  The City will 
confer with him when he arrives back in town.  City should wait for an update at the 
next meeting before making any decisions.
V.
BUDGET – ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION


Discussion on cost cutting measures:  only the new Councilor Paul Briggs will go to 
training this spring.  LGA is set at $63055 for the 2009 budget.  The City may lose 
$26,000 in cuts, however may still be able to get the Market Value Credit.  Last year’s 
budget was set for $325,000 in property taxes, but only received $295,000.  Most of 
the shortfall was foreclosures and when the properties are sold the city will still 
receive the back tax dollars. Taxes are a huge part of the budget; look at places to 
save money, last year it was $28,000 for utilities, could change out lights to save 
energy, insurance is only 4% of the budget, payroll is about 37% of budget but that 
 
Department.   Opportunities are out there to partner with someone down the road.  
The Fire Department suggested as a means of cutting costs to require a city employee 
to be part of the Fire Department.  This would provide the Fire Department with the 
security of having someone in town during the day to call for mutual aid should the 
need arise.  The Fire Department does recognize this would take some commitment 
of this individual.  The Fire Departments suggestion to mandate a City Staff person to 
be on the Volunteer Fire Department poses the initial problem of the potential of 
missed calls due to the inability to reach Tim because he is mowing or working 
outside.  The completion of the Water System Improvement Project will help the Fire 
Department and commercial growth for our city.  In the budget, under the sub-section 
of grounds, they were over budget because of the purchase of soccer goals, t-ball t-
shirts, and medals; Solution: could charge more for extra-curricular activities to break 
even. Heat in the shop will be under budget because only a portion of the building is 
being heated. Money will be coming in from MNDOT for road repairs to Lake Shady 
Ave.  Cell phones are not being used; Solution:  change to lower cost phones, most 
people carry personal cell phones with them. Council requests departments not to 
spend money that’s not allotted for and to make sure everything is accounted for.  
Council doesn’t want to be put in the position of denying anyone an unapproved 
reimbursement.  Snow removal is $1750 per month for three months at $96 per 
hour. The Fire Departments grant; the city’s share is $6000 – not listed in budget, 
but it has been approved by council – it’ll be there - there is money out there for 
grants.  Three members went to class for three hours and spent a lot of time filling 
grant forms.   
VI.
ADJOURNMENT  

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 8:05pm, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
all in favor,
motion carried. 
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                                Mayor


