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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

May 21, 2007 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Mayor Scott Keigley called the meeting to order @ 7:07PM. 
 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Tom 
Novak, City Clerk Cheryl Nymann, City Engineer Joe Palen, City Attorney Tom Canan and members of 
the community. 
Absent:  Councilor Brian Breider  

 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MAINTENANCE/GROUNDSKEEPER TIM REDEPENNING 
Mayor Scott Keigley introduced the Maintenance/Groundskeeper, Tim Redeppenning.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to offer Mr. Redeppening a beginning wage of $13.50/hour with a probationary period of six 
months, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried  
 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Additions: IV. M. 2. Important Elk Run Discussion (Councilor Tom Novak) 
   IV. J. H. 310 Zumbro Hills Drive 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion 
carried.  

 
 
IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. OCSO ~ SGT.TOM CLAYMAN 
Sgt. Clayman explained Project Heat Plan, a state funded program in which off duty officers are 
doing strictly traffic enforcement in SE MN.    
 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ John Stolp, Fire Chief 
1. Calls:  1 call, mutual aide with Pine Island 

The Klingsporn farm on County 18 had 2 barns burned. 
2. New Member Chris Stolp* 

Works at Northland Builders, and would be available during the day; certified EMT and 
Firefighter I & II; no schooling needed.   

3. New Member Daniel Sundt* 
Moved here a year ago, and was on Eyota for 11 years, a lot training also done.   
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve both Chris Stolp and Daniel Sundt as 
Firefighters, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

4. Fire Department By-Laws* 
Relief Association, went from $1,000 per year to $1,200 is the only change made.  Under 
state  max benefit.  Tabled until Relief Association numbers are in. 

5. Discussion on pay for calls in the Ordinance  
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Working with Rochester and talking on $1,000-$1,400 per call however, the City only 
charges $300 and recommends changing that amount, and adding Rochester to the 
Ordinance.  City Attorney Tom Canan wanted to make sure the new charges don’t make 
exceed actual costs.  Also discussed was allowing for false alarms.   

6. New pagers & turn out gear 
A lot of new members lately.  Pagers new about $500 a piece.  Currently no backups if they 
get broken.  3 sets approved last year, and turn out gear, but Clarey’s made an error and 
they weren’t received.  So, the money is still in the special fund and left over from general 
fund for those which were reordered through Fire Safety USA, Inc..   Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to approve 2 radios one from regular fund and one from special fund, and 
turn out gear from regular budget, Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, motion 
carried.   

7.  Mr. Stolp reminded Council on Drew Hewitt Benefit on June 16th from 7am-10am.  Mr. Stolp 
has spoken to Drew about his duties.  Dr. said he can do what he wants.    
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. April Runs:  3 2 in Township, 1 in City 

Chris Stolp would like to join 1ts Responders; he is an EMT.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to accept Chris to 1st Responders, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 

2. As part of the Drew Hewitt Benefit, there will also be a silent auction.  Ms. Holt encouraged 
Council to speak to City Vendors and places of employment for donations to the silent 
auction.  City Attorney Tom Canan will donate a will preparation for the Silent Auction.  
DOGR has donated $500 to help towards the benefit.   
 

D. EOC ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 
1. Radio issue.  They have not issued an ICR number.  Going to keep radio, and will redo 

the pricing.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will email him again tomorrow.  .  Rochester EOC 
goes straight through Motorola, eliminating Whitewater Wireless.   

 
E. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

1. Ordinance Violation at 255 1st Avenue NE* 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann reported that the violation was taken care of.   
 

F. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Danny Ondler, DOGR Chair 
1. Hired group on creating a web page specifically for DOGR (MLT), and will give people 

better service.   Carol is hearing from smaller vendors that gas prices were hitting them 
hard. 

2. Banners will be replaced with some vinyl banners, significantly cheaper and colors 
brighter and will ask local businesses if they want to sponsor a banner (only 12 
banners).  Banners will pay for themselves.  It will coordinate look of these with the look 
of the web page.   

 
G. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair 

1. Email follow up on Lake Ownership* 
The State owns the bed of the Lake 

2. Money from ZWP for Event in June  
$500 donated from ZWP for the event.  Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to place this 
money is Lake Shady Special Funds, and to spend that same amount for the event.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.  
 

H. PARKS & TRAILS ~ Matthew Jennissen, Parks & Trails Committee Chair 
1. 98 Trees been planted in the Riverwood Hills and Memorial Field Parks 
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2. RWH Park Trail needs attention and recommends renting a Compact Utility Tractor with 
loader & box rake for grooming parks (see minutes).   

3. River Park needs grass seed (Jech has done a lot of cleanup).  3 bags of grass seed 
($200).   

1. Recommends Weed Spraying in City Parks (see minutes) 
Matt offered the same that they could do it at cost of chemical.  Legal issue with a volunteer 
doing that.  Operating tractor also issue with volunteer.  Time an issue now as well.  
Maintenance man can do the Tractor operation.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
purchase grass seed for $200 and up to $200 for a tractor to do the grading in the 
Parks, Councilor Jackie Hall second, all in favor, motion carried.  The trail will always 
washout until it is paved.  Box blade on the back of the 4 wheeler would work for the trails.   
Materials, construction scrap inside gazebo belong to the City.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann 
will have Maintenance Man pick it up and dispose of.  Valley View entrance to Riverwood 
Hills Park Mark Allen crews will be doing it.   
 

I. COMMUNITY CENTER 
1. Purchase of a portable screen for projector* 

City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will have Maintenance move the current screen to the side. 
2. Planting flowers in containers and sign 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to spend up to $200 on flowers and have Lance put it 
in, with money taken out of DOGR Special Fund; Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried.  

3. Community Center Rental Agreement* 
Bathrooms a mess, and should be in the agreement for additional payment of funds for 
cleaning.  Currently, rental agreement only covers damage, but, should include wording to 
bring back to the condition that it was found in. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have 
Tom Canan reword the contract for other specific damages, and increase price to $75 
for half day, $150 full day, and grandfather anyone booked now at the old prices, 
Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.  

4. Update website on correct mileages.  The issue is whether the web site should state 
mileage from Oronoco to Rochester and Twin Cities as ‘actual driving miles’ or ‘as the crow 
flies’ miles.  Council determined to keep it ‘as the crow flies’.   

5. City Staff, 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann reported that during the absence of the maintenance person, for 
the past month, she and Sandy Jessen have jumped in and cleaned puke, poop, diaherra, in 
the bathrooms, performed set up and tear downs, swept and mopped, mowed lawns, and 
picked up appliances the week following clean up day.  Kent helped some at the beginning, 
but began working many hours.  City Hall staff was dismayed that Council did not step in 
and see that help was needed, and requested compensation for that.  The personnel 
committee will meet with City Hall staff for discussions on this.  
 

J. STREETS & ROADS 
1. Open bids for Winter snowplowing 

Mayor Scott Keigley read bids from Ottman Excavating and Stolp Construction bid.  Both 
parties are available for comment.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Ottman 
excavating for winter snowplowing Councilor Kevin McDermott second; AYES:  
Councilor Kevin McDermott, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Jackie Hall, NAYES: 
Councilor Tom Novak.  Larry Stolp asked if the other bid contained year, make and model 
of equipment.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann reported that it did. 
 
 

2. Appraisal for West Frontage Road Property - City Engineer Joe Palen  
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Appraisal received 2 weeks ago for the frontage road.  City Engineer Joe Palen stated the 
appraisal was well thought out and it provided appropriate documentation.  The appraisal 
came in at $22,000 per acre.  The appraisal should be shared with Pat Hall.   

3. 5th Street SW - City Engineer Joe Palen  
This was included in the feasibility report, and required easement secured for both of 2 & 3.  
The City needs to negotiate with Mr. Spading on the land acquisition. City Clerk Cheryl 
Nymann will provide estimate to Councilor Kevin McDermott and City Engineer Joe Palen 
and they will approach Mr. Spading with the offer, and bring back to Council next month.   

4. Annexation of 3rd Avenue SW – Councilor Tom Novak  
The City needs to annex 3rd Avenue because it doesn’t make sense to pay totally for an 
improvement on the property that the City doesn’t own. Councilor Tom Novak motioned to 
annex the full width of 3rd Avenue from 12th street SW, to 100th street, Mayor Scott 
Keigley second; DISCUSSION:  This is for street only, no abutting properties.  All in favor, 
motion carried.  City Engineer Joe Palen reported that locates called on for later this week, 
and work should begin next Tuesday 

5. 1st Street NE 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will email Joe a quote, and he will talk to contractors on it.  
Tabled. 

6. Township request for cost share of street lights at intersections 
No reply received yet.  Could get by with one light.  Tabled to next meeting.     

7. Street Lights from Pine Island* 
Mayor Scott Keigley read note.  City not interested, unable to maintain them or put them up.  
If the City bought, the City would have to contract with a company to maintain them. 

8. Property owner filled in ditch.  Recommendation from City Engineer Joe Palen and City 
Clerk Cheryl Nymann recommend that since this work is done in the right of way, and it was 
a typical, the owner should remove the fill and culvert except under the driveway.  For 
reasons that the ditches convey the storm water, and hold and maintain (treatment and 
attenuation of the storm water); and the street has a crown in and if you eliminate the ditch, 
you loose the conveyance of the storm water and run down the edge of the road for a 
maintenance and erosion problem, and it will set a precedence.  The City doesn’t not 
currently issue driveway permits, but they must adhere to the standards. No blueprints 
submitted showing this plan.  Even if it was on the building permit, the ditch is public right of 
way, and they cannot do that.  Recommendation is that the property owner should return 
ditch as it was originally was.  Vic Bodily, father-in-law, Felt he talked to everyone he talked 
to, and there was no malicious intent.  City Attorney Tom Canan is a grey area; however 
City’s do have general over controlling ROW’s determining what can go in the limits of the 
ROW. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to remove the culvert with costs not to exceed 
$2,000, having the City pay for it’s’ removal, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
DISCUSSION:  Giving maximum width for driveway and work with landowner on this.  The 
property owners will assume little, if any of cost; all in favor, motion carried.   

 
Recess called for at 8:59pm 
Reconvene at 9:04  

 
K. PLANNING & ZONING 

1. Recommendation from P & Z (See Minutes) 
a. Recommends denial of sign for Magic Media 

Councilor Kevin McDermott pointed out the following: 
• There are special applications for billboards (which is the petition for sing in 

excess of 50 square feet).   
• Injustice to businesses in City because the City is in corridor and every City 

between here and the cities have billboards.   
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• Commercial buildings have maximum height of 32’ and Mr. McDermott 
recommends spacing billboards for minimum height at bottom of sign of 30’, and 
doesn’t cover any businesses.   

• Magic media had applied for it before a suggested moratorium, and they have 
gone through all the proper procedures.  

•  Rochester billboards are spaced 1,000 feet between one another.  
•  And it will be a one post sign.   

P & Z is denying it because they are breaking a current ordinance.  City Attorney Tom 
Canan stated that a moratorium a wise thing.  Unique facts with Grace Church sign a 
special case, and suggest that the City invite Magic Media back after the new ordinance 
is up and going.  Will the application fee be returned?  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to put a 1 pole sign, minimum 30’ to bottom and max. Ht. of 40’ and 
length of 40’.  Motioned died for lack of second.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned 
to deny sign, Councilor Jackie Hall second; DISCUSSION:  It doesn’t promote 
business on site per City ordinance.  It doesn’t state what will be on the sign.  NAYE: 
Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott AYES:  Councilor Tom Novak, 
Councilor Jackie Hall; motion failed.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to extend the 
application for 60 days to clarify sign content to see if they will advertise on site 
business, AYES:  Councilor Tom Novak, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Jackie 
Hall, NAYE:  Councilor Kevin McDermott, motion carried.     

b. Recommends to set moratorium on Sign Ordinance 
City needs to decide how long, and make finding it is necessary to protect the planning 
process and health, safety and welfare of the citizens.  Councilor Tom Novak 
motioned to put a 3 month moratorium on any signs until ordinance reworked, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second; DISCUSSION:  Good time to do it.  NAYE:  
Councilor Kevin McDermott; AYE: Councilor Tom Novak, Mayor Scott Keigley, 
Councilor Jackie Hall.  

c. Recommends to approve Rochester RV Site Plan 
Rochester RV wanted language in there regarding the City would be waving any future 
assessments in the easement area.  City Attorney Tom Canan and City Engineer Joe 
Palen stated this could set a potential precedent.  City Engineer Joe Palen recommends 
not removing the obligation to pay the assessment in the easement.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley motioned to approve site plan with the Rochester RV being excluded from 
future assessments within the easement, Councilor Jackie Hall second; All in 
favor, motion carried.   

d. Recommends ordinance addressing WAC/SAC fees on new parcels 
All subdivisions paying the WAC & SAC fees, but why doesn’t any new parcel get 
charged WAC & SAC fees.  Looking at difference between subdivisions and private 
parcels, and would accounting nightmare when parcels change hands.  WAC & SAC act 
as a credit to individual parcels scattered all over the city.  The City can still charge when 
they would eventually hook up.  Anyone doing a lot split would be caught up in this as 
well.    

2. Oronoco Commercial Park Development Agreement 
The agreement was negotiated, with 5 revisions, between City Engineer Joe Palen, City 
Attorney Tom Canan and Vince Fangman.  The City has received a signed copy of the 
agreement from the landowner.   City Engineer Joe Palen recommends approval, Councilor 
Tom Novak motioned to approve the development agreement, Mayor Scott Keigley, 
second; DISCUSSION:  Changes briefly discussed  all in favor, motion carried.   
Councilor Tom Novak motioned to approve final plat with final specs and 
construction plans.  Mayor Scott Keigley second, all in favor, motion carried.  

3. Annexation of Zumbro Hills & Cravath Subdivisions –Councilor Tom Novak  
The City should look to doing this after the improvement to 3rd Avenue would do.  Mayor 
Scott Keigley motion to set public hearing with Zumbro Hills to explain the 
annexation of this subdivision on June 28th at 7pm; Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
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DISCUSSION:  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will send letters to Zumbro Hills residents and 
the Town Board, however, no letters to Cravath..   All in favor, motion carried.  

4. Summary of Applications 
5 new building permits in last month. 
 

L. HIGHWAY 52 
1. Leadership Committee Minutes* (unavailable) 
2. FYI:  Letter from City Clerk Cheryl Nymann to MnDOT on Speed Limit Reduction 
3. FYI:  Letter to Ms. Bertsinger from MnDOT on Lane Closures 

City was guaranteed that this wouldn’t happen.  At least 10 residents called Mayor on that.  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have City Clerk Cheryl Nymann send a letter to 
MnDOT asking them to abide by contracts, Councilor Tom Novak second; all in favor, 
motion carried.   

 
M. WATER & SEWER  

1. Special Workshop Saturday, June 2nd from 7:30am-11:30am (breakfast scheduled) 
Councilor Tom Novak be ready to listen to what Bonestroo has to say, and that Council may 
need to make decisions.  City Engineer Joe Palen asked for specific items or questions to 
prep for.  Focus will be on big picture and develop direction, and then discuss how to do it.  
Anyone contact Joe with questions. 

2. Important Elk Run Discussion (Councilor Tom Novak) (ABOVE) 
 
 
 

V. PUBLIC FORUM 
 Called for public forum.   No one came forward. 
 
 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

A. FYI:  PINE ISLAND TELEPHONE RATE INCREASE PER MONTH OF $3.95 
B. NEWS RECORD ARTICLE ON ORONOCO CONVENIENCE STORE* 

That parcel is not annexed.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have City Clerk Cheryl Nymann 
send letter requesting to annex property before developing, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
 
 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. CHECK RECEIVED FROM WEEDUM PROJECT $25,000 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to put $5,000 towards Parks, $5,000 to Fire Department for 
additional turn out gear and radios, and $15,000 to City Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried. .  

 
 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. PASSPORT TRAINING FOR City Clerk Cheryl Nymann JUNE 12th 8:30-11:30 
B. REGIONAL MCFOA MEETING IN WASECA JUNE 15TH* 

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the above trainings, Councilor 
Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.   
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IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. BUILDING PERMITS 

1. Kale Bodily  310 Zumbro Hills Dr SW New Home 
2. James Rosane  1295 Valley View LN SW Deck 
3. Tyler Schaeffer  890 Woodlands LN SE New Home 
4. Orest Zasaduey  360 Eagle View LN SE New Home 
5. Paul Pendergrass  105 MN Ave N   Basement Repair 
6. Tyler McFarland  1420 Cedar Point RD SE New Home 
7. Rob Wood   730 River Park Place  New Home 

 
B. MEETING MINUTES 

1. 4-16-2007 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
2. 4-17-2007 Board of Appeal & Equalization Public Hearing and Special CC Meeting Minutes 
3. 4-30-2007 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 
4. 5-7-2007 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

 
C. FINANCIALS 

 1. MBIA Account Summaries 
 2. Transaction Detail By Account 
 3. Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds / Accounts Receivable 
 4. Budget 
 5. Transfers 

• $3,124.30 GF to Comm. Center Special Fund (HAVA Grant Reimbursement) 
• $4,020.64 GF to WAC/SAC Fund (WAC & SAC Fee on new home) 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion 
carried. 

 
Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to go with east side on weed control per City Clerk Cheryl 
Nymann’s recommendation.  Motion dies for lack of second.  Does everyone want approval of 
spraying weeds?  All companies licensed insured and bonded.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve Spring Green, Councilor Tom Novak second; DISCUSSION:  lowest bid, but make sure 
everything is done; City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will make arrangements for Maintenance and Parks 
Committee are informed on time of spraying.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 10:00pm, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, 
motion carried.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor     Cheryl Nymann, City Clerk / Treasurer 

 
 


