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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 

August 16, 2010 @ 7:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  

II. ROLL CALL 
Mayor Scott Keigley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Present:  Councilor Jackie Hall; Councilor 
Brian Breider; Councilor Kevin McDermott; Councilor Paul Briggs; City Attorney Fred Suhler; City 
Engineer Joe Palen; and Assistant Clerk Lynn Karsten. 

   
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Additions:  VI.F.1. Resolution 10-13 Public Right of Way 
    VI.F.2. Resolution Providing the Issuance, Sale, and Delivery of the $150,000 

GO            Bond move tom up after personnel 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motion to approve the agenda with additions; Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; all in favor motion carries. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Dan Ondler, 135  1st Ave. NW; object to the siren being used it is very disrupting.  When the grandchild 
is trying to take a nap it is very disruptive.  Confused why the siren is still being used since we have 
pagers to use. 
Laurie Christopherson, 230 East Center Street; presented signatures and addresses of fellow neighbors 
who are very concerned about their safety because of aggressive dogs located at 120 East Center Street.  
Laurie Christopherson runs an in home day care center and has called the Olmsted County Sheriff 
several times because the dogs have been running loose in the neighborhood and in her yard.    Olmsted 
County Officer Baron describes the dogs as a brown pit bull and a lighter colored mix of boxer.  Ms. 
Christopherson addressed the council to ask why the City Ordinance is not working; and asked the 
council to take immediate action to impound the dog(s). 
Aaron Thompson, 10 1st Ave. NE, addressed the council about the same dogs, specifically the pit bull, 
he stated he and his family have had a ton of problems with the dogs, neither of the two dogs have 
collars, the pit-bull wouldn’t let me in my truck, it was growling and bearing down at me, I have 
pictures of it.  I have called the sheriff 3 times, in addition, be aware that if it doesn’t get taken care, 
with goldrush coming this weekend, the city should expect problems.  The dogs go through my garbage 
and tear it up, what is going to happen with goldrush?  Does someone have to get bit before it gets 
taken care of?  Mayor Scott Keigley; made three calls for public forum.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; 
what can we do Fred?  Attorney Fred Suhler; why isn’t the sheriff already doing something?  Ms. 
Christopherson; “we would like the council to do their job, the rules are there, let’s go.  We would like 
the dogs impounded immediately.” Mayor Scott Keigley closed Public Forum at 7:07 pm. 

 
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief 

1. Runs –2 (1 gas leak and 1 medical assist) 
2. Burning a home in town. Possibly 1-2 others 
3. Matching DNR grant; $920 total; city share is $460 (pre-approved) Order extra hose for the 

trucks with the grant money.   
4. We are planning to do a training burn at Alan Allis’ house; it is the 2nd oldest house in 

Oronoco.  It was incorporated into the park at one time.  Once we get the address we are set 
to go forward.  We use Riverland Technical College, the college does all the paperwork, and 
the homeowner actually pays the college for all the training.  Discussion:  Councilor Brian 
Breider; every house we burn we loose tax revenue, if there are any values to these 
properties we need to take a closer look at it.  Fire Chief Dan Sundt; burning homes is a 
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great opportunity for training, even if the department burned just one of the three potential 
homes to burn, it would be a positive experience. 

5. Comparative bids for new hydrant hose and accessories (enclosed); Fire Chief Dan Sundt; 
There is a 3 to 4 week turnaround time; $920 can buy 6 to 8 chunks of hose; $500 dollars 
will come out of the Fire Department budget for the purchase of the hose; I believe 7 lengths 
of hose should be enough to go from hydrant to hydrant.  I also included a hose washer in 
that chunk of money.  I would like to go ahead and order it, it will take 3 to 4 weeks.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott motion to approve the hose purchase, Mayor Scott Keigley 
second, Discussion:   Dan Sundt we will be going with Fire Safety for the purchase, they are 
the cheaper of the two bids, and they are very aggressive with their pricing.  All in favor,  
Motion carries.   

6.   Fire Chief Dan Sundt; can some of the gambling money going to the city be used to purchase 
exercise equipment for the fire department/fire responders and possibly the community?  
The money currently goes to Parks and Trails.  Can some of this money be earmarked for 
some exercise equipment?  Does all the money still go to Parks and Trails, or would it be 
appropriate for other needs.  Jeff Allhiser; we have been writing these grants, it is an idea we 
want to pose for future discussion.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; the reason this is coming 
up is the 10% is considerably higher than what we have received from the youth hockey.  
Councilor Brian Breider; so Sandy would have to look into new accounting? Attorney Fred 
Suhler; the answer is controlled by state law; the problem is when the organization itself 
gives money to itself to benefit itself.  What you can use charitable money for is restricted.  
Councilor Jackie Hall; other fire departments are doing the same scenario. Attorney Fred 
Suhler; are you using the money for your personal benefit or for all the people in the 
community?  Just because you have the money doesn’t mean you can use it any way you 
want to use it.  Mayor Scott Keigley; we can make a phone call up to the state, to see if it is 
doable.  Councilor Jackie Hall; it is entirely up to council to use the money how you see fit; 
all we are doing is making a suggestion of how to use the money.  Jeff Allhiser; the entire 
community could benefit.  Attorney Fred Suhler;  how do you mange the facility, who is 
responsible if some one gets hurt, how do you enforce the rules, it is a little more 
complicated than you think.  Mayor Scott Keigley; yes we will look into your request. 

7. New web site; http://www.oronocofire.com  Very nice; done by the wife of one of our 
firefighters.  Already received a $100.00 dollar donation from pay pal through the new site.   

8.  Lakeville Class; request pre-approval for a few members at the end of the September.  
Trying to get more people through the Pump Operations classes.  Councilor Kevin 
McDermott; motion to pre-approve the classes for the fire fighters to go; Councilor 
Jackie Hall second.  Discussion:   Fire Chief Dan Sundt; two people will go to the class, 
they will drive together, all in favor; motion carries. 

9. Brush dump on 3rd Ave, neighbors are upset, Mayor Scott Keigley; we made a decision at 
5:30 in the morning to use 3rd Ave park for residents to drop off brush from the storms last 
weekend.  Fire Chief Dan Sundt; neighbors are upset about the lack of communication and 
people driving on the lawn.  Mayor Scott Keigley; the burn will take place in late September 
early October.  Dan Sundt; just a message to let you know people are upset; many residents 
homes look at the park.  Maintenance staff Tim Redepenning; I talked to Gary who owns the 
farm and he directed us to go in the way we did with the brush. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs – 6: 4 Township, 2 City;  4th of July went smoothly. 
 

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director  last month’s meeting cancelled due to weather, I have not got a 
bid on fixing the anemometer yet, I don’t have any ideas as to how much it will cost, Mayor 
Scott Keigley; why didn’t the sirens go off on Friday morning, other areas were out, so I wonder 
why we weren’t called out.  EOC Director Pat McGovern; I have some questions for Kevin 
Torgelson because it doesn’t seem to be working right now.  Also, I question what we are going 
to do in the future regarding standard operating procedures for brush dump after a storm, 
Mayor Scott Keigley; It will not necessarily always be at 3rd Ave. At the time we needed to 
make a decision, to get the roads cleared.  EOC Director Pat McGovern; it would be helpful if 
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we could get that publicized on channel 8, is there a better way to communicate that so 
everybody is aware of what is going on.  Maintenance Staff Tim Redepenning; the brush that 
was in the right-of-way was taken care of today, everything we did on Friday, we cleared up 
today, residents were able to dump at that site too. Councilor Kevin McDermott; we need to 
come up with a plan, so everybody in the public understands what is going to take place.  
Councilor Brian Breider; are we going to call somebody in, or how are we going to do it.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott we need to schedule a meeting after goldrush to start clarifying 
these issues. 

  
E. PERSONNEL 

1. Councilor Brian Breider; we had a good discussion last week, we need to move forward with 
a part-time maintenance position job description to be posted in the paper, are there questions 
or concerns? Mayor Scott Keigley; Tim did a good job writing it up.  Councilor Brian Breider; if 
we want to start somebody the first of January we need to figure out when the ad needs to be 
placed, Mayor Scott Keigley; what do you think Tim, do we want to extend the deadline?  Add 
to the ad that it starts the first of the year, Councilor Kevin McDermott; is everybody okay with 
the application deadline, Councilor Brian Breider ; we would schedule the interviews in 
November if the deadline is October 15th, Councilor Kevin McDermott; bring it to the November 
council meeting for recommendation and approval then, so we need to set up a time in 
September to put the add in the paper, Councilor Brian Breider;  but then how far is that out, if 
you apply in September and October and not be hired until January, it would better to hire for 
November, Mayor Scott Keigley motion to have it published per recommendation of 
personnel committee, Councilor Paul Briggs second, Discussion, Fire Chief Dan Sundt;  we 
would like to request that the person hired be a part of the fire department.  All in favor, 
motion carries. 

 
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  

1. Resolution 10-13 Public Right of Way 
Mayor Scott Keigley motion to approve Resolution 10-13 for Mn/Dot to take over this 
permanent Right-of-Way from the City via Temporary Commissioner’s Order for the 
purposes of designing and constructing the roadway in this project and to designate this 
permanent Right-of-Way for a “Public Roadway Purpose”; Councilor Paul Briggs second, no 
discussion, Councilor Paul Briggs; aye, Councilor Jackie Hall; aye, Councilor Brian Breider; 
aye, Councilor Kevin McDermott; aye, Mayor Scott Keigley; aye,  All in favor, motion 
carries. 
2. Resolution Providing the Issuance, Sale, and Delivery of the $150,000 GO Bond Mayor Scott 
Keigley motion to approve; Councilor Paul Briggs second, no discussion; Councilor Paul 
Briggs; aye, Councilor Jackie Hall; aye, Councilor Brian Breider; aye, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott; aye, Mayor Scott Keigley; aye,  All in favor, motion carries.   

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Councilor Brian Breider things are on track.   

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS*  

1. Meeting Minutes – August 2 
 Budget items: Councilor Jackie Hall; the parks committee would like a sign for about 

$100.00 to place along the river for people who are canoeing, to let people know about 
River Park.  Councilor Jackie Hall; motion to put a sign along the river to let people 
know about River Park; Councilor Kevin McDermott second, All in favor, motion 
carries. 

 Councilor Jackie Hall; Park committee would also like to add a swing and get a shelter to 
that area.   

2. Parks- potential futures- Mayor Scott Keigley has the wash out by River Park been taken 
care of?  Maintenance Staff Tim Redepenning; it has been filled. Councilor Paul Briggs; last 
month council  approved Jason Ottman to fill the man hole, have Sandy check with Jason to see 
if it has been taking care of. 
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I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 

 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 

 
K. STREETS & ROADS* 

1.  Lake Shady Ave.  City Engineer Joe Palen; presented plans and specs for the “West 
Frontage Road Concrete Pavement Rehabilitation, a hand out for advertisement for bids, 
and a tentative project schedule.  All are available for the public to view at City Hall.  City 
Engineer Joe Palen; a fair amount of evaluation has been done.  Councilor Brian Breider; 
what is the life expectancy?  City Engineer Joe Palen; it should last 20 plus years, we would 
be replacing panels that are damaged or showing fatigue, to keep water out of the 
pavement.  It is money well spent to preserve pavement and extend its life, it won’t drive 
like a brand new pavement.  In regard to construction and traffic control, work will be done 
on 186 joints about every 13 to 14 feet on the pavement, I recommend we allow the 
contractor to close the frontage to do his work, we would be able to phase the work to some 
extent, there is going to be a fairly significant detour by local individuals on the west side of 
the frontage road for somewhere around a month, especially for residents along 1st and 
center street, they would be forced to drive to the west, a potentially big inconvenience.   I 
am asking for insights and thoughts, as of right now the project is staged from the south to 
the north, so it would be closed the least amount of time possible.  It would be closed for 3 
weeks, Mayor Scott Keigley;  is there any way to make it a one way using the shoulder, what 
is the cost we are talking about to have it flagged.  Councilor Paul Briggs; would it be 
possible to split closing between first and center, if we could keep one or the two open to 
access the bridge through town, is that an option?  City Engineer Joe Palen; I think it is 
something we should think about.  I will let you know if we are not able to do that, I can talk 
to one of the local contractors and get some insights from them to see if that is something 
that might work.  Mayor Scott Keigley motion to accept Lake Shady Avenue plans and 
spec with the notes to the changes in detours, Councilor Kevin McDermott second, all 
in favor, motion carries.   

Call a 5 minute recess at 8.45 pm 
2. Frontage Road GO Bond:  approved. 

• Loan approval 
• Preliminary Fee Schedule 

 
L. PLANNING & ZONING* 

1. Meeting Minutes – August 6   
2. Oronoco Crossings Preliminary Plat; P&Z public hearing set for September 7th @ 6:30pm, 

Councilor Paul Briggs; the P & Z committee discussed and reviewed Joe’s concerns and we 
recommended that we follow his recommendations and to have them addressed before the 
Public Hearing on September 7th, at 6:30 pm.  The major concern we have is the east side 
drainage; Councilor Paul Briggs; has MnDOT responded at all, City Engineer Joe Palen; the 
drainage issue is going to be okay, the developer has taken steps to divert the flow; People’s 
Cooperative Services has been responsive to my requests and are acting responsibly, they 
are currently however working at their own risk.  A meeting has been scheduled at my office 
Wednesday at 10.00 am or 1:00 with the county to address their concerns.  I have invited 
Sandy and welcome any council members to attend. 

3. Erv Devlaeminck; approve sign, we recommend he attend P&Z for any additional requests 
for clarity purposes. 

 
M. WATER & SEWER*  

1. Minutes- July 27 
2. Updates: Water System, Mayor Scott Keigley; what is the state of the water leak over by 

Kevin’s, City Engineer Joe Palen; that has not been rectified, the contractor wants to stay 
away until after Goldrush; I do have some good news, the 2011 IUP came out, and Phase II 
of the water system was approved, this is a good opportunity for the city to fund the 
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second phase of the project.  Going forward, our score will probably be too low to qualify 
for it in 2012.  Do you want to consider a Public Hearing?  Mayor Scott Keigley; right now 
there are too many variables involved with the current project.  City Engineer Joe Palen; if 
you want to move forward in 2011, there is a deadline of 6 months to be submitted to the 
health department. Councilor Paul Briggs; what is the last possible date to start the process 
to get everything together, City Engineer Joe Palen; the November meeting would be the very 
latest.   

3. Pay Requests: Ellingson - $27,703.95, Bonestroo – $15,715.13 Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned  to  pay requests, Councilor Paul Briggs second; no discussion, all in favor, motion 
carries.   
4. Safety items: eye wash station, shower, first aid supplies, wont be an issue once we 

get in the well house. 

VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. Tom Cummings: 2009 Audit available at City Hall for public view.  The financials for the city 

are looking good, the accounting system is going well, and there were minimal adjustments.  One 
owner is primarily responsible for the 13,000 dollar increase in delinquent taxes for the city, 
may need to build some surplus in the 2011 levy.  Also, I encourage you to think about all the 
special assessments that may or may not be collectable.  First Responders, Fire Department and 
City Administration are running at the same cost it was running at 5 years ago.  Councilor Brian 
Breider; question about page 39, how do we plan as a city and allocate, Tom Cummings; do a 3 
or 5 year budget.  Councilor Brian Breider; concerned about the cash flow, start making some 
allowances for foreclosures and uncollectible assessments.  Tom Cummings also submitted a 
letter to explain his responsibility under Generally Accepted Auditing Standards as an auditor 
for the city. 

B. Budget: preliminary, set Special City Council Meeting for August 31st, at 7:45 pm. 
 

C. Mow City ROW ditches: 2 resident complaints / requests Mayor Scott Keigley motion to mow 
the ditches again, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor; motion carries 

D. Complaints: 
 840 Forest Lane SW – dogs digging holes at Memorial Field; letter sent, no response, sent 

officer to speak with owner,  
 120 East Center Street – dogs running at large; owner of the dogs has been issued multiple 

tickets, Dogs have shown several signs of aggression, Sheriff’s department has been 
called to address over 6 times, The city received  the 2nd complaint on the 10th of 
August at City Hall. City staff sent a registered letter to both the owner of the dogs and 
the owner of the property.  Mayor Scott Keigley; we need your services here Fred, 
Attorney Fred Suhler; state law states that there are certain characteristics a dog(s) must 
display to require the owners to do extra restrictions to keep them.  I will look and see 
what is in the statues and ordinances. Councilor Brian Breider; Look into contracting 
with Rochester Animal Control for these types of situations, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott; we could pay a flat fee and impound the animals, we have a serious 
concern, we need to do something.  Attorney Fred Suhler; the city needs to be able to 
enforce its ordinance by creating an infrastructure of a pound, people to run it, etc.  
There are procedures out there if people want to go through the process.  Councilor Brian 
Breider; what actions can we take as a council?   Councilor Paul Briggs; check with the 
city of Byron, and see if there is an opportunity to work with them, since we are working 
with them on inspections.    Mayor Scott Keigley; go after the owner of the property to 
see if he/she could lose their rental license for this.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; we 
contact Rochester and we contact Byron find out what they would charge on a per 
contact basis.  Councilor Jackie Hall; we need to address it sooner rather than later.  
Mayor Scott Keigley; I will come into the office in the morning and talk to Officer Baron 
to see why he didn’t draw down when the dog was showing aggression a couple of 
weeks ago and hear his side of the story.  Councilor Paul Briggs; if we charge the owner 
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for these assessments, do we need to make a change or an amendment in the fee 
schedule?  Attorney Fred Suhler; I will look more closely into the ordinance. 

 420 SW 2nd Ave. – dog bite: dog vs. dog; sent registered letter 
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 
A. Oronoco Crossings:  pre-construction conference minutes 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* Mayor Scott Keigley motion to approve the Consent Agenda; Councilor 

Paul Briggs second, all in favor, motion carries. 
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 

1. Keith Stolp      1085 Riverwood Drive SW     deck 
2. Lonso Leinonen    101 12th Lane SW        porch 
3. Oronoco Enterprises   1175 Lake Ave         concrete slab 
 

B. TASK LIST   
 

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 7-19-2010 
2. Emergency City Council Meeting Minutes – 7-27-2010 
3. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 8-9-2010 

 
D. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable  
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 
 

X. CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor Scott Keigley closed the Regular City Council meeting at 9:35 pm.     
Mayor Scott Keigley reopened the regular city council meeting at 9:48, and explained the closed session 
of the meeting was to discuss pending litigation and litigation that is in process.  
  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Scott Keigley motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 pm, Councilor Brian Breider second, all 
in favor, motion carries. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________                       ________________________              
City Clerk                                                      Mayor 
 
 


