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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

October 20, 2008 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 The Meeting was called to order at 7:03pm. 
II. ROLL CALL: 
 All Members Present: Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor 
 Tom Novak, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 V.B.4. Letter from Resident – request for waiving or reducing fee for Fire Call. 
 VII.5. People’s Coop – Update  
 Mayor Scott Keigley motion to approve the agenda with the additions, Councilor Jackie Hall 
 second; all in favor, motion carried. 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
 Mayor Scott Keigley called three times for the Public Forum; closed at 7:04pm. 
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. OCSO ~  Tom Clayman 
1. 2009 Contract - $41,900.00; Attorney Fred Suhler looked over document, there are a few typos; 

Paragraph III reference 9, should be IX to stay consistent, signature block has city administrator 
should say city clerk otherwise agreement is fine.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept 
contract advise of typos Councilor Kevin McDermott, second all in favor, motion carried. 

 Meeting in 2 weeks with the state and County Hwy on snow plowing, rash of catalytic 
 converters being stolen, steal and sell the platinum. 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Adam Schaefer 
1. Runs – 1 
2. People’s  Coop Grant - $1000.00; want to use for flashlights, 25 at $40 a piece, have to 
purchase  and submit receipt and People’s will reimburse.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned 
to  allow the fire dept to purchase the flashlights Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, 
 motion carried. 
3. Gold Rush request; funds would be used for a 6 wheeler, shared cost with 1st Responders.  At 
 Gold Rush meeting they approved the donation.  6 wheeler has a skid pack in the back, would 
 help at Gold Rush and on the ice.  It will be at no cost out of the city’s pocket.  Have a couple of 
 bids may take a few months to get, also includes training. 
4. Rob Wood – letter to request reduction or waiving of fees, built a new house was burning and 
 the Fire Department put it out after they were called, he came and got a permit and lit it again 
 with no problems. Run entailed; he was burning, it was bigger than 3x3, need a permit, it was 
 not out of control, but they put it out until he got a permit.   
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs –  13; 4 city & 9 township   
2. Radio – Dennis took it in to be programmed, and are requesting People’s Coop to redirect grant. 

Sent letter requesting that in place of the pager put the grant to towards the radio; waiting to 
hear back.  This Wednesday giving a presentation to the Senior’s group and that night to the 
public, also again on November 18th. 
 

D. EOC* ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 
 

E. PERSONNEL  
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F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  

 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Kevin McDermott & Jackie Hall, DOGR Chair* 

1.  Meeting Minutes 
2. Food Permits –  City Ordinance 2006-05 Fee Schedule - $200.00 per permit – Councilor Jackie 

Hall, about $2356.00 for city expenses, $4600 for food permits it’s about what it costs the city 
instead of billing out separately.    

3. City incurred costs- It was requested that the City office figure the city expenses for Gold Rush, 
the listing enclosed is actual figures ($2356.01), but it is very difficult to track city staff time as 
they are doing other things as well, but have compiled a list of things that we do for Gold Rush 
the week of and week after; copies, phone calls, e-mails, STS workers, ect. Discussion: Should 
Tim’s wages be separate?  Shouldn’t allocate other expenses out of the food permit.  It is a 
city’s expense, wouldn’t make profit but would cover the costs,  should come back into the 
general fund from Gold Rush, add up time and send to Gold Rush for reimbursement, fee is set 
as an Ordinance, $200 for a food permit, are the rates defensible? If income is close should be 
ok. 
Councilor Kevin McDermott; went through requests, will give that out at the November meeting, 
had a good year even though vendors were down, need more volunteers. 

H. PARKS & TRAILS * 
1. Meeting Minutes -  
2. Bonestroo – request review of canoe landing   

 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 

1. Meeting Minutes; had meeting on the 10th  
2. JF Brennan - second bid - $3000 Bid on Flash Boards per occurrence. Viking Marine was $9500; 

looking for a quote for amending the dam. 
3. Draw Down of Lake Shady – Lake Shady will be drawn down so that aerial mapping can be 

done.  Waiting for DNR approval, they were concerned that it may too low. No date has been 
set. 

4. Membership Request – MN Waters Organization Dues - $50.00 sent in a grant application for 
that.   

5. Reimbursement Request $26.45 – Refreshments for Hwy Clean-up Day 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to reimburse for refreshments and that the $50 dues be 
paid, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 

J. COMMUNITY CENTER 
1. Carpet Bids – $11761.20 – Community Center Committee met and agreed on Ryan’s Carpet 

bid for carpet tiles, terms ½ down balance upon completion.  Mayor Scott Keigley motion to 
approve the carpet with the following terms, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; motion 
carried. 

2. Vacuum - $800.00 – Would like to purchase a commercial grade vacuum if the carpet is 
approved.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to purchase the vacuum, Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; Discussion: Councilor Brian Breider seems expensive, has 10 year warranty, 
commercial grade, all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Paint – Would like to paint the halls, council chambers, and seniors’ room to match the carpet 
(if approved).  Approximately $500.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve, the 
money for the paint, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

4. Council & Seniors room – box in piping ($125.00), remove chalk boards, & replace with 
painted bulletin boards / projection screen ($150 - $300),  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve for the projection screen, boxing in the piping, of 
no more than $500, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

K. STREETS & ROADS* 
1. 5th Street – 3rd and final payment request for 5th Street & second Ave SW, $8663.32. 

$3100 higher than original price because added a little more work on Second Ave, the end was 
saw cut 50 -75 feet, there was a chunk of pavement that wasn’t very good, at request of the 
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resident and with council approval it was fixed.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the 
$8663.32, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.   On 3rd Ave SW; 
tandem truck may have backed up and lost the mud flap, and it got paved over, won’t cost the 
city anything to repair, it’s a corner of the flap that is exposed. 

L. PLANNING & ZONING* - Have had 2 meetings 
1. Minutes: 

a) 18 Wheeler Ordinance – recommend approval – made a few modifications, addresses 
residential areas, can get interim use permit to park tractor, depends on the wording of 
the Ordinance, want to stop 2 or 3 from parking at a home. Councilor Tom Novak; 
would be a yearly permit to apply, the grandfather clause would be in effect.  Business 
would be 2 week limit instead of 72 hours.  Had a second hearing and didn’t receive any 
comments other than one. Councilor Kevin McDermott; have a hard time taxing citizens 
when this is their job, their life.  Mayor Scott Keigley those doing it now would be 
grandfathered in, can make fee a nominal one.  Attorney Fred Suhler; vested rights, 
depending how the Ordinance reads;  if you stop for awhile does it say you can lose it 
by not using it.  Councilor Tom Novak motion to accept 18 wheeler Ordinance, 
Councilor Brian Breider second; need to get copy to city office ayes: Councilor Brian 
Breider, Councilor Tom Novak, Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, Naye: 
Councilor Kevin McDermott, motion passes. Mayor Scott Keigley motion $5.00 for 
permit Councilor Jackie Hall second, ayes: Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Tom 
Novak, Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, naye: Councilor Kevin 
McDermott, motion carried.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have the Ordinance 
come back in resolution form for approval Councilor Brian Breider second; ayes: 
Councilor Tom Novak, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott 
Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott naye, motion carried. 

b) Scott Travis – driveway – said variance was not needed, applied fee to building permit; 
don’t having anything on the books preventing it. 

c) Mark Kuehn – driveway – suggest lot split - engineering decision  council would not have 
to get involved with, the city engineer would deal with the standards or safety issues 
control the reasonable access to the street that can’t be too wide or too close together. 

d) Kevin Munson- letter from Bonestroo enclosed; looking to put in landscaping business in 
there, talked to him if it met B2 guidelines, which it fits in to.  Embankment next to an 
existing drainage way, would impact Mr. Hall’s property, request formal document from 
Mr. Hall; due to the impact that it may have on his property that he won’t come back 
after the city if the city approves it.  The properties immediately down stream, peak 
flow over Second Ave SE,  document the affect downstream,  have not heard from Mr. 
Munson or Mr. Voigt in response to this issue.  The Ihde property needed to do this as 
well, the city is not asking for something out of line.  Two issues;  use is in line with 
Ordinance,  issue 2; altering the elevation of the terrain  and the impacts of the neighbors 
north and downstream, the no response  may be an issue with Mr. Voit being reimbursed 
or lack of communication.   If Mr. Hall is leasing the land and it is encumbering on to his 
own property how could he come back on the city. 

e) Al Ihde sign – 64 sq. feet – Council direction – never address the size of pole sign in the 
ordinance, may need to tweak sign ordinance. 

f) Adam Brase – recommend as new member – lost one member that lives near Adam, 
Councilor Tom Novak motioned to accept Adam Brase as new member Mayor Scott 
Keigley second all in favor, motion carried. 
 

2. Public Hearings: 
a) Justin Bouwkamp – recommend approval – Resolution 08-07 – putting in the canoe 

access, the park board has been working with DNR and didn’t think it would impact 
parking.  B1 Councilor Tom Novak to accept the rezone of the property Resolution 
08- 07, Councilor Jackie Hall second;  Mayor Scott Keigley read the Resolution 08-07  
Voice Vote: Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Tom Novak, Mayor Scott 
Keigley, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider Resolution 08-07 passes, all 
in favor. 
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b) Erv Devlaeminck - recommend approval – Resolution 08-06 – fits with FLUP B1, would 
not be spot zoned.  Councilor Tom Novak motion to accept Resolution 08-06 for 
rezone from R1 to B1 Councilor Brian Breider second; Mayor Scott Keigley; read 
Resolution 08-70, Voice Vote; Ayes; Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Tom 
Novak, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider, 
Resolution 08-06 passes, all in favor. 

3. Matt Kumar – rezoning issue – letters enclosed in response to his comments at the P&Z meeting.  
Recommend speaking with County to see if turn access is feasible. Closest to the county park, 
he spoke that he has hardship with the increase of traffic, felt that a rezone would help, 
discussed that it would be spot zoning. The neighbors have said they would not like to see it 
rezoned as business, Mrs. Oleson does not want to rezone her property. Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to accept the Oelson and Topp letter to public record, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second; all in favor motion carried.  Home has been vacant; the county has 
easement up to 13 feet from the front door.  May have some historical significance to this 
building - Councilor Tom Novak may be more to come. 

4. Downtown Revitalization – continue to talk how can revitalize the downtown area 
5. Fall Tour – October 25, 2008; 8:00am.   

 
Recess was called at 8:20pm, Meeting was called back to order 8:25pm. 
 
M. WATER & SEWER*  

1. Meeting Minutes – most of the discussion was with the income surveys, tried to start giving out 
 addresses for members to contact to get more responses – City Engineer Joe Palen summarizes 
 the responses;  73 out 117  include 9 that are vacant or businesses – summary with the check 
 marks there 105 and we have 68, need near 100 percent, it is close as to whether we qualify for 
 the grant, there are some that will not participate in the survey, need to make sure they 
 understand this is for everyone’s benefit, can’t draw a conclusion at this point.  Should continue 
 to visit with those that have not filled out the survey.  To apply for the grant need to wait until 
 2010, need to decide; do you go forward with part, all or none of the project.   
2. SEMDC – surveys sent – talked about speaking with those that have not filled out the forms 
and  let them know that how important it is, need a 95 -100% response rate, per response 
need 51 %  at LMI eligible to qualify.  
3. Water Reservoir – Cemetery Board & Water & Sewer Meeting October 28th @ 6:30pm. Cemetery  
 land is a viable option for the water reservoir. Now have two possible options – have met with 
 the Rucker family and looked at a spot that they may consider and took pictures of there and 
 the cemetery location. They will contact the city and let the city know if they would be willing 
 to sell the property.  Cemetery meeting next Tuesday will go over the information of what it 
 would look like.  Appraisal on the Rucker property is put on hold until they speak with their 
 developer. City Engineer Joe Palen will call the Rucker’s as a courtesy. 
4. Soil Borings – map available for review at office – only 6 out 30 borings showed any encounter 
 with rock, 1 between 0-5’, 5 were between 5’-10’.  Will decrease cost of project by $200,000 or 
so.   Can consider more trenchless pipe, joint trench won’t be able to get the permit from the 
health  dept, because there is no hardship.  
5. Authorization for Preliminary Survey – topographic survey of water system project site, 1st 
 phase, estimated cost $17,652.00 plus reimbursable expenses. Survey to cover downtown 
 Oronoco (north of the river) and MN Ave from County Road 12 past River Park and to RWH 
 along 12th Street.  There is approximately 21,000 lineal feet of roadway.  Will use GPS and 
 Total Station survey instruments to record the horizontal and vertical coordinates of features; 
 trees, wells, landscape, utility power poles, ditches, driveways, septic systems, and wells. Have 
 already contacted the private utilities; MN Energy, Peoples Coop, and Pine Island Telephone.  
 Will use the survey to accurately create maps of the project area and will also have three 
 dimensional computer surfaces. Data to be used to do the design work in the future, it would be 
 harder with snow on the ground, do now; before the snow hits see things  easier this time of 
 year, trees have dropped leaves which will allow better GPS function, 3 weeks of work in the 
 field, will be beneficial and the data can be used in the future for sewer.  The city will receive 
 copies of the data points for future use, survey for 3 weeks, $17,652 ,  Mayor Scott Keigley; 
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 clarify that this is $17000, do we need to put out bids?, Attorney Fred Suhler ; Joe Palen is the 
 city engineer and this is part of the job, Councilor Brian Breider; something we need to do 
 regardless, just like the soil borings,  City Engineer Joe Palen; yes, winter would be more costly 
 and less accurate, Councilor Kevin McDermott motion to do the topographic survey for 
 $17,652,  Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion; WAC & SAC Funds came from 
 developments, make sure it’s going for water system, this is part of the process, all in favor, 
 motion carried. 
6. Update on Olmsted County Bonding – set meeting with the Mayor or a Council Representative 
 and the main finance person), City Engineer Joe Palen, the County Administrator, the County 
 Board representative for Oronoco (Judy Ohly) and Bob Bendzick to discuss using Olmsted 
 County’s GO backing by using their rating for a lower interest rate.  There is support for this, 
 request meeting; talk over tentative schedule and when financing may be needed.  Set after the 
 election.  Let know interested in setting the meeting what is the bond market rate at now.  Mike 
 Bubany would be able to give an idea of the rates.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have 
City  Engineer Joe Palen set up the meeting after the election Councilor Jackie Hall, 
second all in  favor, motion carried. 
7. Authorize Preparation of Funding Package for Water System Improvements Including 

Preliminary Assessment Role – connection changes, assessment, general obligation taxes, grants 
 Work with city staff – look at WAC & SAC fund, how could it be used,  prepare map of 

property owners that will be affected, prepare preliminary assessment roll calculations, 
research and prepare preliminary water connection and availability, address how the next 
developments and how they may be asked contribute to the water system project, develop a 
vision of what may be fair and equitable – and compare to what other cities charge,  amend 
feasibility reports – not as much rock  as anticipated, lower cost,  next council meeting would be 
selecting a date for a Public Hearing; provide cost and how it would impact residents.  If the 
city stays on the project schedule may have an idea if the grant is possible at that time.  Will 
prepare study over the next month and give a view of the financial picture, individual residents 
won’t be paying for the truck mains or the reservoir it is separated out, everyone benefits from 
that, Discussion:  RWH, River Park, and Cedar Woodlands to what extent do they need to 
participate?  Many ways to handle this, put on paper, explain and let Council know what the 
options are.  Many have been told they won’t have to pay for that.  Area charges; want to be 
competitive. Attorney Fred Suhler; if going to assess need definite idea, if assess will the city be 
selling bonds, have to make sure it is done correctly and in the right order.  Have to go through 
 a process may be getting ahead of ourselves.  City Engineer Joe Palen; Public Hearing 
would discuss this, if we ok tonight, the report would be have completed to supplement the 
feasibility report, Attorney Fred Suhler; but it does not tell you who to send out mailings to, 
post in the paper, need to have the information, when it comes down how to pay for it, hire a 
consultant to determine how to pay for it - City Engineer Joe Palen; will tell what costs are what 
assessments would be – won’t prepare how to pay for it, the county probably will assist in 
that.  WAC & SAC won’t always pay for this.  Councilor Tom Novak; is this second step 
something that David Drown normally does, City Engineer Joe Palen; we look at the costs to do 
the project,  make a reasonable project cost factor projection, how you pay for it doesn’t matter 
at this point, notify those involved, need to notify  everyone for a Public Hearing only when 
they are going to be assessed, get the figures in, will then schedule a Public Hearing, it may not 
be by December 15th,  at next meeting if authorize; will review the information, the different 
scenarios, and then would advertise for the Public Hearing. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
$6998 for preparation of the funding summary report, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in 
favor, motion carried. Discussion: WAC & SAC Fund Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
accept friendly amendment to include the reimbursable expenses; all in favor motion 
carried. 

VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS* 
 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 

1. Project Updates-RWH – inspection report with McGhie & Betts and Bonestroo – redid   
  measurements of the culvert; nine or ten decrease and a few increased, resubmitted the   
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  information and Dan is trying to complete the punch list before winter.  Will re-measure in another  
 year. 
2. Overpass Landscaping – Rochester hired a company to develop a landscaping plan, Jai from  
  MNDOT did not have estimates of what it would cost.  It would depend on what the City of  
  Oronoco is willing to spend. Discussion: Would like next year to budget for the landscaping.   
  Would like to see what the winter salt and weather will do to Rochester’s landscaping.  Financially 
  can’t see having the money $10,000.00 or more. Rochester spent 3 million.  Landscaping is   
  expensive, may be a benefit, would it be possible in a few years.  Look for beautification dollars in 
   grant money. 
3. Rochester School District Boundaries – update – proposed Rochester Schools for Oronoco   
  Students; Elementary – Gibb, Middle School – John Adams, High School – John Marshall. Will  
  bring updates as more information is given. 
4. Task List -  
5. People’s Coop – Update – 2 letters; the lights should be in by the end of October, the will also be  
  rebuilding the main distribution line through Oronoco to improve service reliability.  It will   
 include a three phase line along MN Ave south of the Zumbro River, the river crossing, and the   
 three phase line along 1st Ave N to Olmsted County 11.  Should start this month and be completed  
  by the end of the year.  
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. MN Energy – interim rate increase 6.3% effective 10-1-2008, final increase determined by 5-31-

2009. 
2. Computer Back-up system – Mozy pro – current system, runs nightly, prepaid for 1-2 years when 

computers were built, checked on the computer we have 40% left, when contract runs out could 
use an external hard drive as a back-up option or continue with Mozy pro for $3.95 + $.50 per GB 
per month. Will find out more info and bring back to the next meeting. 

3. Gathering Permit – Bill Nevala: Veteran’s Memorial Run, November 8th; also would like to use or 
rent at a reduced rate a room to pass out supplies to the runners. Mayor Scott Keigley motion 
that we grant the gathering permit for the Veteran’s Memorial Run Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second, all in favor motion carried. Mayor Scott Keigley motion that we allow this 
time to not charge for rent, Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, motion carried. 

4. LMC Dues - $1010.00   
5. Fire letter – read letter – Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to drop the charges, Councilor 

Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 
6. Set Special City Council meeting for canvassing the election; November 6, 2008 at 6:30 pm. 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 

A. BUILDING PERMITS* 
1. S B of Rochester  375 Eagleview Lane SE  new garage 
2. Mondol Chim   720 Treetop Lane SW   deck enclosure 
3. Shawn Hunskor  415 second Ave NW   car port 
4. Tom Novak   770 Valley View Rd SW  basement finish 

 
B. MEETING MINUTES* 

1.  9-15-2008 Regular City Council Minutes 
 

C. FINANCIALS* 
1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget- available for review  

 3. Transaction Lists 
 4. Accounts Payable & Receivable 
  Excluding A.4.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned accept the consent agenda, Councilor Jackie 

Hall  
 Councilor second; all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Tom Novak stepped down from council, 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the consent agenda including A.4., Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 



October20, 2008  Regular Council Meeting 

7 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motion to adjourn at 10:00pm, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, 
 motion carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted. 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor    Sandy Jessen, Deputy Clerk 

 


