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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda Summary 

March 24, 2010 @ 6:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Scott Keigley called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor 
Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, and City 
Engineer Joe Palen. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Mayor Scott Keigley called three times for Public Forum; no residents came forward, the Public 
Forum closed at 6:01pm. 
 

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief 

1. Runs – 1 cancelled en-route and 1 lightening strike call on Sunny View Lane. 
2. Gambling – set up complete at Tilly’s. Payments will be made quarterly to the city. Met with 

the state and everything is in order.  Started meat trays on Saturdays as well. 
3. Dan attended the Pipeline Safety and Awareness Meeting on 2/17; it was a good refresher, 

and will plan for 45 minute pipeline training. 
4. Wabasha County Mutual Aide meeting 3/10, they got maps from the 4 nearest districts. 
5. Sky warn Spotter Training 3/24; they have 5 members attending. 
6. Completing hands-on part of Hazmat Operations class 3/27; it will be hands on training 

and is free.  
7. Christmas party 3/27 starting at 5 PM and the City Council is welcome. 
8. Dan Sundt will be going tomorrow night on a grant class; looking at grants for exercise 

equipment and wondering if there is space available, possibly the TV room. 
9. A water truck is blocking fire hall access. City Engineer Joe Palen will pass this along to 

Ellingson and make sure the Fire Department has full access. 
10.  The Fire Department would also request that any road closures are relayed to them so they 

can plan for emergencies accordingly.  
11.  The fire hydrants should be hooked up in August so that the Fire Department can do 

training. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs – 2; Township, 1 cancelled en-route 
2. New applicant:  Chris Nelson, the First Responder’s voted to accept the new applicant, he is 

a new resident. Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Chris Nelson as a First 
Responder, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

Pat McGovern is at the storm watch training.    EOC is updating the contact lists for Olmsted 
County. 
 

E. PERSONNEL 
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1. Meeting Update:  the parks getting started up for spring, the dam manual update may 
require help from the DNR, question on the flashboards; who and when?  Send interested 
people to Katie or Heather.  Maintenance Records for the dam; are not sure if they exist, a gate 
seal came off with debris this spring; County is responsible for repairs. The joint powers have 
not met; they are waiting for update from the state.  The township has fixed the debris and now 
it’s a pond.  Nobody owns Caryl Cowden Park it is a public square and the status is public 
property set aside for public use; if it is not used that way goes back to the original owners / 
heirs.  City should have authority to maintain and designate its use.   Water questions: who will 
do meter reads, when will meters be purchased, where will they be stored? Councilor Brian 
Breider recommends taking these questions to the Sewer and Water committee and putting 
together a pamphlet of questions and answers for residents.  Meter sales: the meters need to be 
purchased, the older area may wait but the new subdivisions will be live right away, will it go 
by phase; the city has the funding but they need to be purchased, need the correct meter reader.   
 

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
 

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Meeting Minutes  
2. Update – there was no meeting held. 

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS*  

1. Meeting Minutes – 2-1-2010 
2. Women’s League - $75.00 registration request: Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the 

$75 registration fee, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 
3. Dam Operation Manual – needs updating; it was last updated 1986.  Steve Wittlief will 

update contacts. 
4. Oronoco Park – License fee $340.95 if open 18 – 34 weeks, up 17 weeks $241.95. Personnel 

Committee will schedule a meeting to discuss this. Need to wait to pay the fee until the 
transfer of ownership; the license is not transferable. 

 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 

1. Katie went up to the capital for the bonding request. 
2. Flashboards – call for bids for service or continue to contract with Brennan.  

 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 

1. Clean-up Day; letter from resident willing to take appliances for free, does Council want to 
have it this year with past issues;  or could have it be drop off only with Council 
supervision.  Hazardous waste day is Tuesday May 4th. It’s hard to get volunteers.  No 
motion made; there will be no clean-up day this year; look at doing it every other year. 

 
K. STREETS & ROADS* 

1. 2010 Traffic Counts – FYI 
2. Street Sweeping – Wigham solicitation Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to have staff 

call for estimates and to post at City Hall and the Post Office, Mayor Scott Keigley 
second; all in favor, motion carried 

3. Notice for 2010-2011 Snowplow Bids*; post in the News Record 
4. Notice for 2010-2011 Equipment & Rock Bids*; post in the News Record. Mayor Scott 

Keigley motioned to publish the snowplow and rock bids in the News Record, Councilor 
Kevin McDermott second; all in favor motion carried. 

5. Lake Shady Ave. & Timberline Drive – Authorization for plans and specs. 
• concrete pavement rehab or concrete pavement rehab with bituminous overlay; City 

Engineer Joe Palen recommends concrete pavement rehab.  City Engineer Joe Palen; both 
roadways are in need of improvements; can shave some of the costs down on Lake 
Shady so the city can also do Timberline Drive. This was brought forward to City 
Council to see if there is an interest.  Mayor Scott Keigley; questioned when repairs 
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would done from the water project.  Repairs should be done at the same time. City 
Engineer Joe Palen; it’s difficult to prep everything by June or July, would be looking at 
late summer. Councilor Kevin McDermott; would like to some of the concrete rehab 
done, there are some bad areas.  Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, and 
City Engineer Joe Palen will get together and take a look at the roads. 

 
L. PLANNING & ZONING* 

1. Meeting Minutes – 
2. M2 Zone Creation (Split M1 into two zones) Planning & Zoning had second meeting on the 

18th  and the consensus was to meet the timeline  they recommend to zone it M1 and then 
P&Z would revise the Ordinance.  Planning and Zoning recommends to zone the two the 
parcels M1 and the 10 acre parcel B2. They will go back and revise the Ordinance and will 
also look at the Business Zoning Ordinance.   Councilor Brian Breider motioned to zone 
the two parcels to M1 and the other B2, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, 
motion carried. Attorney Fred Suhler: council needs to adopt the Ordinance and have it 
adopted. Adopt a motion adopting the Ordinance and then motion to publish it; the public 
hearing was already held, the annexation is approved and the city has the legal authority to 
zone it and now can zone it by passing Ordinance.   Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
have the city clerk and city attorney to construct the Ordinance in proper form and 
publish it; Councilor Jackie Hall; it will be effective after publication. All in favor, motion 
carried. 

3. Northland Builders 
4. Communications Committee  

• Meeting Minutes 
• Website – is almost ready to go.  They have the initial draft.  Trying to see what’s left and 

what need cleaning up. 
 

M. WATER & SEWER*  
1. Minutes – discussion on 2nd Ave with the joint trench. 
2. Sewer Improvement – Joint Trench for sewer and water so the road will not have to be dug 

up in the future if sewer is put in; 2nd Ave NW & private drive (2nd Ave. SW) City 
Engineer Joe Palen looking at Ellingson to give quote to have the pipe installed next to the 
water main because there is rock and the main is going down the middle of the street so it 
makes sense to consider this option; he has not received the quote yet. City Engineer Joe 
Palen will bring back to the next meeting. 

3. Feasibility Report Update – water testing; making progress working with Terry Lee for the 
water tests; past test showed 13 failing systems;  Nitrate and bacterial contamination.  
Would like to retest systems that have failed in the past, or suspect that they are not up 
to standards.  He would like to do the next few weeks. The  city cost would be half; the 
county would pay half – it would be about 240.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve up to $400 for the water tests, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 

4. Pay Requests: Bonestroo - $3716.26; Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay Bonestroo, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, motion carried. 

5. Septic System Replacement Policy – Phil Wheeler was unable to attend.  Richard Alwes; 
the process the county went through with Marion in this same situation was to come up a 
cure for them.  Oronoco is the same and when water comes residents will be able to 
update their systems; the county  doesn’t  want to see new single systems if the city will 
be doing sewer.  Olmsted County is looking at way to improve their without putting in a 
whole new system; it would be less than half of a new system.   

 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 

1.  Environmental Review for Septic System Loads – Phil Wheeler $83.00 on building permits; it 
is something that is not new have been doing it for years.  The county system has been 
updated and the info can be faxed or submitted on line and the fee can be paid on line. Mayor 
Scott Keigley; it seems excessive. Attorney Fred Suhler; shouldn’t the building inspector do 
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that?  It is not clear why you would require this on any building permit. MSTS system is 
oversized why would you be collecting the $83?   Discussion: The City can go to the county 
board; will contact Judy Ohly for a better explanation.  The people on the two MSTS systems; 
how would they affect the larger systems, there are no individual septics? The rule made 
before those systems were in place. 

   Mayor Scott Keigley called a 5 minute recess at 6:50 pm and then Council will meet with 
MNDOT; the Regular City Council Meeting will reconvene at its conclusion. 

 The Meeting was called back to order at:  7:55pm by Mayor Scott Keigley. 
2.  Receipt of Final 2009 Tax Settlement – approximately $36,000 short of Levied amount, but 

we also came in under budget in some departments. The paper list shows delinquent taxes as 
of a certain time; some may not be included.  Attorney Fred Suhler; some cities are pulling 
money out of 4m accounts and moving to a conventional bank. 

3. Complaint:  105 1st Ave. NE; chimney is not over 1 foot of abutting neighbor’s residence, 
smoking out the neighbors, possible $1000 fine Ordinance 710. Attorney Fred Suhler; if it was 
legal when it went up can’t enforce it.  If it is a health hazard Council could make a Ordinance 
to cover it.  City Staff sent a courtesy letter asking to respect the neighbors and that they can’t 
burn garbage. 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 
1. Josh Grabow   1305 Shady Oak Lane    basement finish 
2. Al Ihde     1000 MN Ave.       interior finish 

 
B. TASK LIST 

 
C. MEETING MINUTES  

1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 02-17-2010 
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 03-03-2010 

 
D. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable  
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 

People renting on church they are delinquent – is there criteria used?  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to contact the Church and give them until the end of April 
to bring the account current, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried.  
Lynn completed passport training and has completed two; pull from the task list.  Pull the Jech 
well test off.  Consider the other delinquent account holder; pursue it legally. Some property is 
no longer owned by him. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 8:08pm, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, 
motion carried.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________     ________________________              
City Clerk                                                     Mayor 

 


