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City of Oronoco
Regular City Council Meeting  
April 20, 2011 @ 7:00PM

I. ROLL CALL

Members present all except Councilor Skyler Breitenstein
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
III. PUBLIC FORUM

Mayor Kevin McDermott made three calls for public forum; closed the public forum at 7:01pm.
IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow
Quarterly report was given to Council and added to packet. Mike ran a couple of examples; a dui and a burglary.  Question on CAPX 2020:  is there anything on the agenda? No, it is not planned to go through the City of Oronoco.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs  8 (2 lift assists, 1 water in basement, the rest EMS assists) 
2.  All replacement gear now in service; will have the old disposed of.
3.  Gathering information and pricing for new washer/dryer as part of latest FEMA grant;    
they are getting quotes.
4.  Approved use of 592 for Cain to use flushing hydrants; it is the older truck.
5.  Talking again to the Insurance Services Office (ISO) about what is needed to determine if 
we can improve our ISO rating. They will be receiving packets of information.  On July 6th 
and 7th they will be testing and flushing lines.  
They will be working with Tim 
Redepenning on this.
C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director

1. Runs –  9: 7 township, 2 city
2. Applied for a People’s grant for new pagers.
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director
1. EOC Open House: at the new headquarters’ in Rochester, it would be about an hour. Next week Thursday the 28th at 6:30pm or second choice of May 10th on Tuesday.  It is by the fairgrounds; 1421 3rd Ave SE.  Clerk Sandy Jessen will post this.
2. spotter training advanced class last night

E. PERSONNEL
1. Meeting Update: April 6 @ 5:00pm Agenda Enclosed with items discussed. 
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Resolution – 11-03 Oronoco Park Conveyance: needed to finalize the park ownership 
transfer.  Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned for resolution 11-03, Councilor Nathan 
Hartung second; voice vote: ayes; Mayor Kevin McDermott Councilor Doug Gillard, 
Councilor Nathan Hartung, Councilor Paul Briggs, absent; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, 
motion passes.
2. Quit Claim Deed: Resolution 11-04 Accepting Park Trail Entrance: off of Sunny View from 
Home Federal Bank.  Councilor Doug Gillard motioned to accept the quit claim deed 
Councilor Paul Briggs second; Voice Vote:  Ayes; Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor 
Nathan Hartung, Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Absent;  Councilor 
Skyler Breitenstein, motion passes.
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Chair:  Lynn Benrud 
1. Meeting Minutes –  March 16, 2011
2. Peddlers / Food Permit: food permit is $200; there is talk that the $200 per permit would help pay for electric and other bills.  If we get a discount it would be about $1300 on electric. The permit fee would be reduced to $25. Councilor Doug Gillard motioned to change from $200 for the permit to $25, Councilor Nathan Hartung second; Discussion: they would pay for all expenses including staff time. There would need to be an ordinance change and also a budget change.  Councilor Paul Briggs; there are so many hidden costs for the city; for care of the property. There are no fees from Gold Rush for those costs. As it is Gold Rush will be negative for next year, it could be positive if the fee were reduced.  It is also part of the budget.  Then it needs to stay the same.  Maybe look at it at budget time. Nayes: Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor Nathan Hartung, Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, motion fails.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 

1. Meeting Minutes– April 4, 2011
Has the canoe landing been addressed?  Charlie Fried spoke with the DNR. Publicly recognize arborists and Jon Marx for their service.

2. Arborists of Rochester: Jon Marx, The Historic Moose Tree, donation of time and services for 
trimming the tree to preserve its life; report enclosed in packets. Ed Hayes and Adam 
Hoehne looked at the basswood tree and did an assessment and recommended crown 
reduction to preserve the life of the tree.  There is a lot of decay and there is also solid wood 
on the outside.  Crown reduction will stabilize the tree from wind. There are trees within the 
tree. Steve Mohlke has watched the tree for years; the county had considered removing the 
tree.  It is as old as the city. The Moosehead Tree.  The service has been donated for both the 
assessment and the crown reduction. Include info in the newsletter and publish in the paper. 
3. River Park: electricity power is down there; would like to have it to the Gazebo. It would be 
need to be wired and metered.  It gets flooded each year.  Look for estimates and what the 
costs would be.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair*
1. April 4th Public Meeting Update; meeting went well.
2. Council Reps: Project Oversight Committee - MOU (Memorandum of Understanding): 
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, & Councilor Doug Gillard; Meeting set for 
April 25th at 7:00pm at Oronoco Community Center with the Committee and State 
Representation. City Engineer Joe Palen will give a presentation on the final restoration plan. 
Is there any items that City Engineer Joe Palen should focus on? Mayor Kevin McDermott; 
break down of the costs. Councilor Doug Gillard: Include something on the west side.  City 
Engineer Joe Palen; we will propose a wild life refuge in that area, it would be in a later 
phase; it’s in the process of developing. Stolp’s Cove needs something: a water feature, a 
small pond.  Funding is a challenge. Permits would be required. It will be more of a regional 
attraction. Councilor Paul Briggs the plan is exceptional, and the reception from the public 
was good.  It fits us well.
J. COMMUNITY CENTER*
K. PUBLIC WORKS

1. Mower $8750 for 2 mowers sold: estimates for the new mower are John Deere $11,716.29, 
Scag Turf Tiger A $10,177.04, or Scag Turf Tiger B $12,422.08. Councilor Paul Briggs 
motioned to purchase the Scag tiger B for $12,422.08, Councilor Doug Gillard second; all 
in favor, motion carried.
2. Truck:  Grover Auto $19,165.75 complete, comparables are $20,980 and $23,900. Mayor Kevin 
McDermott test drove it and it is a nice basic truck. Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to 
move forward with the purchase of the truck from the CIP fund, Councilor Doug Gillard 
second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Pesticide - $650 +tax down from approximately $1900 previous years. Councilor Paul Briggs 
motioned to approve the pesticide purchase, Councilor Nathan Hartung second; 
discussion: it is for pre-emergent and weed control for city properties, it is posted, all in 
favor motion carried.
L. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Seal coating: Mayor Kevin McDermott & City Engineer Joe Palen met on Wednesday, April 
13th and checked streets for seal coating and crack filling.  Downtown area is recommended 
for the first phase of seal coating. There are a few areas that require crack filling. Some seal 
coating was done in 2006.  It is about $43,000 for the downtown north of the river. After 6 
years should start sealing; do $40,000 - $ 50,000 every other year. River Park, River Wood 
Hills, Cedar Woodlands, and Zumbro hills will need to be added as well. Mayor Kevin 
McDermott motioned to get quotes for the downtown area seal coating and crack filling 
Councilor Paul Briggs second; discussion: north of the river. All in favor, motion carried.
2. Frontage Road extension / intersection; two or three stop signs, work should begin this week. 
12th street and Lake Shady Ave.  Should have one stop sign at 12th. Councilor Paul Briggs 
motioned to have that it is a stop only on 12th Street only, Mayor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Lake Shady Rehab; update, meeting with contractors was Thursday, April 14th at Bonestroo 
at 2:00pm to discuss the start date of May 2, 2010 with a completion no later than June 15, 
2010. They use Safety Signs for traffic control and will put out notice of lane closures. They 
will start on the North end moving south working 10 hours per day with 3-4 days 
per lane; 
weather dependent. They will purchase water from the city; need approximately 10,000 
gallons.  MNDOT gave turn back money to pay for the rehab. There will be partial closures 
there will be access from either West Center or 1st, they may close 7th for a short time. There 
will be signs posted and they will keep one lane open. 
4. MNDOT Landscaping – City Sign – Hwy 52 – recommend type of sign council would like to 
receive estimates on. Mayor Kevin McDermott will get together with another Councilor Paul 
Briggs to come up with plan. Councilor Paul Briggs went on line there were 4-5 that were 
simple and inexpensive and they will bring in some examples to review.
5. Snowplow Estimates; publish in paper a request for estimates. 
6. Rock will call for quotes as needed

7. Street Sweeping: call contractors for estimates, Wigham submitted an estimate of $1795 per 
sweeping, Rochester Service will be estimating as well. 
M. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2011

  Went through the brochures and updated them; removed the actual fees. They want to 
start tracking CUP’s. At the next meeting will look at the OACC. 

2. People’s Coop Updates:  
· WAC / SAC Payment:  $15,056.00 received.
N. WATER & SEWER* 
Minutes- March 22, 2011   
1.  Clarification of the tag funds; technical assistance grant looking for a permanent solution for septic for the downtown area.  The city has the option to bid out the services or can opt to award the work to City Engineer Joe Palen.  The grant would be from PFA; up to $40,000 for engineering fees, it is the first step for a permanent solution. It is fine for the city to request his services. There is no need to get an estimate for this type of service.  If the grant is awarded does the city have to pay it back if we don’t move forward? No.  

2. Pay Requests: Bonestroo – $2732.76 Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve the 
Bonestroo payment, Councilor Nathan Hartung second; all in favor, motion carried.
3. Overdue water bills: one meter purchased not installed, 1 account 3three months old, 2 
accounts 2 months old. Three months is set as shut off; how many notices should be sent and 
or should it be posted on their door as well. Mayor Kevin McDermott recommends sending 
notice with second bill.  That will state that the water will be turned off if not paid by due 
date of the third month. Discussion: You can also assess the fees once a year. How much 
notice is 
required? Put a doorknocker and let them know it will be turned off. Letter will go 
out with the third month’s bill and then it will be shut off if not paid by the due date. The 
ordinance covers shut off after three months of no payment, but doesn’t cover not installing 
the meter although the ordinance states that they must install a meter. Mayor Kevin 
McDermott motioned notice will go out with the third month’s bill, Councilor Doug 
Gillard second; all in favor, motion carried. Add $50 per month. Mayor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to send letter that service will be shut off. Hang a door knocker that if the bill is 
not paid and hooked up he will be shut off Councilor Doug Gillard second; all in favor, 
motion carried.
4. Amendment of Project Priority List Application; Phase II Water due May 6th; if don’t amend 
it will not score high enough for funding; they want to show the failed water tests following 
the flood.
V. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Complaints:
1.  785 MN Ave South: overflowing dumpster, letter sent

B. LMC Insurance Policy; renewal due Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve  the liability coverage waiver form as completed, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS*
A.   Farmer’s Market; Julie Pendergrass

VII. NEW BUSINESS*
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA*
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS*

1. Al Ihde






MN Ave






Commercial Building

B. TASK LIST

C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 3-16-2011
2. Public Presentation – 4-8-2011
D. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Accounts Receivable  
5. Transaction Report
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Doug Gillard 

    second; all in favor, motion carried. Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to close the Regular     City Council meeting, take a 5minute recess and then will open in closed session, Councilor Paul Briggs second, all in favor, motion carried.
IX. CLOSED SESSION
The meeting was reopened at 9:00pm.  The closed sees ion was to discuss ongoing litigation.
X. ADJOURNMENT
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:01pm, Councilor Doug Gillard second; all in favor, motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                     Mayor
5

