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City of Oronoco 
Emergency City Council Meeting Agenda 

September 24, 2010 
10:30am 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 10:30am. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 Members Present: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
 Brian Breider, City Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy Jessen. Absent: Councilor Jackie Hall. 
 

III. Declaration that the City of Oronoco is a disaster area. 
 Discussion:  Pat McGovern is the EOC director and he and Mayor Scott Keigley will be the main 
contacts.  Olmsted County will provide security around the clock; the National Guard will not be needed. 
As the waters recede the bridges will need to be evaluated.  They do have potential for damage with high 
water flows. The south bridge failure is slim except the abutments, but they are on pilings too.  The north 
bridge: the south footing  has more risk; there is no evidence of scouring but it is good to close them until 
the water goes down. City Engineer Joe Palen made a call to Dale Grove and he will talk to Terry Ward to 
see if they will inspect the bridges and then try to get Lake Shady Ave. open.  If there is a presidential 
declaration for MN it would allow for FEMA dollars. Will have to put together estimates for the property 
damage.  FEMA would assist with road damage, contaminated wells, and septic issues .  FEMA is not a 
player unless there is a Presidential Declaration. City and County EOC need to discuss  on what to do 
with Lake Shady; if the dam is gone revert to rivering system. Request compensation for the loss of the 
dam.  Contact the League and see if there is punch list to work off of.  Talk to those cities that have gone 
through it:  Preston, Elgin, Winona, and Owatonna. Joe Hoffman from Preston; they go FEMA funding. The 
city needs to position ourselves, get things fixed asap and then can get reimbursed.  Do a Q & A for the 
website.  Olmsted County will do bacterial tests on their wells. Volunteers: help staff in the office, will 
need volunteers for clean-up, entertain putting out dumpster, use roll offs; they would need to be 
monitored because you can’t have hazardous waste or electronics.  Talk to Veolia; Eyota had a very 
specific list to follow.  Risk would be paying for a dumpster and this not being declared a federal disaster.  
Volunteers: put together a list with names and numbers for those that want to volunteer and those that 
need the help. Mayor Scott Keigley will be the contact person. The damage needs to be documented: streets 
that scoured, culverts, bridges, River Park park, and the culvert at RWH.  Develop a list and mark 
everything down.  Talk to the county; Tom Ryan, Greg Olson, and Corey Hansen from the DNR.  Talk with 
Pine Island; if the treatment plant is under water could possibly get money for a system. Need to worry 
about the bridge first; the dam may have to be removed first and that could jeopardize the bridge. Meeting 
reconvened at 2:10pm. 
Discussion:  The south bridge will be opened after the water goes down below the girders.  The north bridge 
is now open. Power will remain on; individual service will be shut down.  Olmsted County Sheriff will 
provide 24 hour coverage for the next couple of days. Residents only will be allowed in from 6:00pm – 6:00 
am. Document volunteers as they call:  name, address, and phone numbers.  Provide a resolution declaring 
an emergency.  Red Cross will do the damage assessment.  Pat McGovern will contact them.  
Documentation is most important for public and residential infrastructure.  Overtime is eligible for 
reimbursement not regular hours.  Fire Department will help pump basements and road clean-up.  The 
United Way and Red Cross will help with volunteers. The sandbags will be contaminated and considered 
hazardous waste; will need to contact EOC or the MPCA.  The Fire Department could pick up debris. The 
curfew will be in place for the weekend.  Have four dumpsters delivered at Stolp’s shop.  Set meeting for 
next week with Mike Sheehan.  Hosanna Lutheran Church is opened as a shelter 2815 57th Street NW.  
Flooded basements:  FEMA has the information for cleaning; hand them out to residents.  Public Health 
will inform the residents.  Mayor Scott Keigley declared a local emergency. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
to accept Resolution 10-16 Mayor’s Proclamation Declaring a Local Emergency under MN Statutes 12.29 
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and 12.37, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; Voice Vote, Ayes: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Brian Breider, Absent: Councilor Jackie Hall.  The meeting 
was closed at 3:00pm. 
 
 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________                 ________________________    
  

   City Clerk                                                      Mayor 
 
 
 


