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City of Oronoco 
Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2010 
6:30PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 
II. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Paul 
Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Attorney Fred Suhler, City Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy 
Jessen. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. HALL / HASSLER ANNEXATION & ZONE REQUEST 
Elaine Garry, President and CEO from Peoples Coop: they are looking at a new headquarters. 
Attending with her are Bill Tointon from McGhie and Betts, Tim Clausen with Peoples, Attorney Dan 
Berndt, Mac Hamilton from Hamilton Real Estate, Frank Loosbrock, Brock Hamilton, and Russ Turner 
from Peoples.  Peoples Coop serves approximately 16000 customers.  There are 7 elected board 
members and 55 employees.  They are located on Hwy 14. They started looking at remodeling within 
the last year and half and have evaluated the smaller towns in the area and have chosen Oronoco for 
the best location. They looked at the transportation, with Hwy 52 visibility and accessibility for 
response to outages. They also looked at the customer density and potential growth areas.  There are 2 
power suppliers in the area and there is only one in Oronoco (Peoples).  Peoples Coop believes that it 
is a good partnership for growth and development.  The site is larger than they wanted.  They only 
needed between 20 – 30 acres and Hamilton will sell the remainder of the land. 
Bill Tointon from McGhee and Betts: They have been working with Peoples for the last few weeks to 
put together the annexation and zoning.  They are looking at the location on the West side of 52 near 
the Cravath Subdivision.  It is 74 acres approximately.  This is the first step of the project there will be 
the plat, the development agreement, and permits.  Planning & Zoning have approved both. This would 
allow Peoples to be on the site and would include the M1 zone minus the conditions they have listed on 
the map.    The property has  100th on the south 12th Street on the north and MnDOT is proposing to 
construct the frontage road through the property and will eventually connect with the Elk Run 
interchange.  They have been collecting soil borings; which they have been pleased with the results.  
There is a small amount of rock but it will not interfere with the development of the property.  The 
concept plan:  it will be a rural road, based on engineering data to date. The drainage; they are looking 
at storm water retention pond at the north end of the property and also one on the other side of the 
frontage road. They will have a non buildable area between the frontage road and Cravath.  They 
would have 10acres of B2 and the balance would be M1; the frontage will consume 7 acres, 3.5 for the 
first retention pond and about 1 for the other. The net developable area is 51 acres. Peoples will 
develop the west 20 acres or may use the other 26 acre parcel on the east of the frontage. The 
wastewater treatment system would be about 8 to 8.5 acres with 7000 gallons per day capacity; it will 
limit the business type. Zoning findings: the commercial B2 will be closer to Hwy 52, it has good vehicle 
access. The frontage road will be a 10 ton roadway, it has a level site.  The size allows for expanded 
use for commercial and industrial uses.  They have submitted the annexation and the zone change 
information and have made an agreement with Planning & Zoning to comply with change of zoning to a 
M2 with the inclusion of the conditions submitted. They will prepare a road map plat to allow MnDOT 
to proceed to solicit the design build for the frontage road.  Councilor Paul Briggs: if this were to fall 
through after moving through the annexation and zoning what would happen?  Attorney Fred Suhler: 
the City Council will pass a Resolution and follow the process in the orderly annexation agreement. At 
this point the City Council can initiate the annexation they can’t zone until it is annexed. If done by 
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Ordinance when land is annexed in then you can put zoning on property.  It will come into the city at 
R1, Council will have to do a series of things.  City Council can initiate the process under the orderly 
annexation. It is a good idea to initiate the annexation and then can work through the zoning uses that 
may be inappropriate.  Some uses are precluded by the property itself; because of the lack of sewer. 
The City would need to rewrite the Ordinance. Council can initiate but not finish the process.  Bill 
Tointon: annexation will occur without the valid petition either way. Attorney Fred Suhler: the Council 
can consider the zone when it’s in the city.  Councilor Brian Breider: what is the timeline - 30 days.  
Dan Berndt with Dunlap: the contracts have deadlines whatever the fastest timeline is what they need.  
Look at the speediest resolution of the zoning.  Attorney Fred Suhler:  There is someone in the cities 
that looks at the legals and the process to make sure it is correct.  A Resolution can be submitted to the 
state within the next few days.  Discussion: The Board of Directors of Peoples need everything in at 
one time; they can’t close unless the annexation and zone is complete.  The inability to deliver the zone 
change can be explained.  There is also deadline date with MnDOT, everything needs to be in place by 
a specific date to do the road. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to introduce Resolution 10-3 for the 
annexation of the property, Councilor Paul Briggs second; discussion: Can it address that it would 
be contingent upon the city to follow through?  Attorney Fred Suhler; not really. Councilor Kevin 
McDermott stepped down from Council, the fine details still have to be worked out, now Council has 
to worry about annexing it in and worry about the other later. Voice Vote: Ayes:  Councilor Paul 
Briggs, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Jackie Hall, and Councilor Brian Breider.  Resolution 10-3 
passes.  To do the zone change table and will bring back to the next meeting. Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to table the zoning, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.  Peoples 
will not oppose the change from M1 to M2 with the conditions listed.   
 

V. RUCKER PROPERTY – COMMISSIONER’S DETERMINATION 
Attorney Fred Suhler:  rarely does one side get its way.  The number is a lot closer to ours than theirs 
but it is about 1/3 to build an alternative facility, it is still fiscally responsible; recommends not 
appealing unless they do.  It’s not worth the time and expense. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay 
the commissioners determination, Councilor Paul Briggs second; Attorney Fred Suhler perhaps wait 
until the appeal period passes. All in favor, motion carried. 
 

VI. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the bills, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion 
carried.  

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 7:20 pm Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 

 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 ______________________     ________________________              
             City Clerk                                                      Mayor 

 
 


