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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2008 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
  The meeting was called to order at 7:08pm. 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jackie Hall, 
 Councilor Tom Novak, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, City Engineer Joe Palen. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Additions: 
 Public Forum- Randy Demmer 
 VII.D. Rochester School Sub-District Boundaries 
 IV. Public Forum- Randy Demmer 
 VIII. B. Set Special City Council Meeting to set tax levy 
 Mayor Scott Keigley, motion to approve the agenda with additions, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
 favor, motion carried. 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
 3 calls for public comment, no one came forward, closed Public Forum 
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. OCSO ~ Tom Clayman; Gold Rush was eventful, there have been some construction trailers break- 
ins, but has been pretty quiet. 
 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Adam Schaefer 
1. Runs – 5; 3 storm spotting, 2 traffic calls for First Responders. 
2. Rochester Contract – a copy of the cost calculation and a draft of the contract have been 
 enclosed.  This information will be presented to the Rochester City Council tonight for their 
 approval and will be brought back to Oronoco Fire Dept when confirmation is received from 
 Rochester.  Still looking for more bids on a truck; they have a wide criteria list, need a 5 seat cab 
 and 1000 gallon water tank, and 1500 gallon per pump, will look at used as well as new, trying 
 to stick with dollar amount set. It’s hard to compare bids on used vehicles.  A vendor may 
 bring a truck in to see.  Would like for council to see it. Should check to see if there is a state 
 list of used trucks. Can set special meeting to approve the contract.  Water & Sewer, will it 
 affect the truck can buy?  Have two tankers both are serviceable,  with water the truck 
 committee is looking at  the pumper to be replaced it is 20 years old,  if no Water & Sewer 
 may look at a new tanker. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS* ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs –  6: 2 city, 4 township 

 
D. EOC* ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 

 
E. PERSONNEL*  

1. Tim – his wage was to be reviewed by the personnel committee during the new hires and a 
recommendation brought back to council. 
Mayor Scott Keigley bumped up to 17 hour mark Councilor Brian Breider motion based to 17 
Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd, all in favor motion carried. Disc retro to raise 

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS* 
1. Ordinance Complaints: 
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a) Journey Dev. – Undeveloped lots, letter sent & received. 
b) 620 Valley View Road SW – tall weeds & grass, letter was sent but not have received 
 receipt confirmation.  Can mow and put notice on property, leave a copy at the 
 property. Bill the property and will eventually get paid Mayor Scott Keigley motion to 
 mow and bill property Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd all in favor, motion carried. 
c) 860 Valley View Road SW – second letter was sent, the owner called and said they had 
 sprayed twice and will a third time, there also seems to be confusion to the lot lines and 
 the owner does not think that the lot extends past the retaining wall and that the other 
 properties have tall weeds as well. They have mowed. 
d) 430 1st Place SW – city mowed & billed, have not received any response from the bank. 
e) 1060 Riverwood Dr SW – thistle, the owner called and said they would take care of 
 spraying the thistle.  
 
 

G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Kevin McDermott & Jackie Hall, DOGR Chair* 
1.  Meeting Minutes 
2. Kelly Parker $200.00 for additional fireworks Gold Rush has sent the check but wanted to 

know if it could come out of the Gold Rush Special Fund. Mayor Scott Keigley motion come of 
Special Gold Rush Fund, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Gold Rush is working with the Olmsted County sheriff on possibly requiring a gathering permit 
for the community members, trying to figure out how to get homeowners to contribute.   
 

H. PARKS & TRAILS* 
1.  Meeting Minutes 

Rotating the chair for park board 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair 

1. Meeting Minutes 
2. Update on Oronoco Dam – updates from the meetings that have been held throughout the 

month; possibility of securing a different method of installing the flash boards, cost to that, and 
securing estimates of alternative installation methods. Wednesday, August 13th was the Lake 
Shady meeting.  Todd Hinsch and  Councilor Kevin McDermott attended the Olmsted County 
Commissioner’s meeting on Tuesday August 12th, they are soliciting 3 outside bids, asked that 
Oronoco residents be involved. Judy Ohly will facilitate a meeting with all of the stakeholders 
and agencies related to the management of Lake Shady. Doug Gillard and Katie Dudley will be 
attending the Oronoco Township Planning commission meeting tonight as well.  The vision is to 
be able to continue canoeing and kayaking, Pine Island and Byron cannot canoe down as it is, 
would like to make lake deeper, low impact use.   They will request to be considered in the total 
daily maximum load study, have a meter at the bottom of the dam to measure the sediment.  
Lake Shady Committee will be doing map of the lake, give base line data. There will be a vote in 
November on the clean water, land, and legacy amendment.  The quotes for the flash boards 
will be sent to the office, want to look at cost county has spent in the past, Lake Shady needs 
approval to spend funds. Is it safe to say that due to the flash boards it causes sediment to 
build up?  TMLD study should help answer that. Zumbro Watershed Partnership works on 
that type of issue.  It’s been thrown over to city, has county thrown it out? County is stretched, 
asking contractors to accommodate our wish to do this quickly, county doesn’t miss the flash 
boards.   

3. Judy Ohly – There is no document that says the county has to do the flash boards, after not put 
back on, there was a breach of trust, asked to proceed,  asked to get three quotes,  citizens 
wanted more control, to provide the contractors names to the county.  If the county went 
through the process it would be so drawn out, put on the fast track, that’s how came up with 
putting into the hands of the community, then comes to the City Council to accept or reject. She 
posed all the county commissioners, all she spoke to are in support of this process, this will be 
expedited by the route we’ve taken. Lake Shady; ongoing saga of what is going on with the lake,  
utilized skill and position with the county board to approve moving on in that direction.   
Talked to City Council to ask for their support, talked to Randy Demmer, Dave Senjem the 
DNR, and all the stakeholders in the group.  Mathey Construction would look at and make an 
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assessment of the sediment and a strategic plan.    Mayor Scott Keigley; county not responsible 
for the flash boards, they were responsible for the water level for MnDOT during the mitigation.  
Councilor Tom Novak; Hwy 52 most highly traveled, about 40 thousand cars a day travel by, 
it’s frustrating that Olmsted County has taken the approach that they don’t care what lake 
looks like.  Judy Ohly; walk together and try to resolve Olmsted County can’t have a plan on 
their own, need everyone to come together; Olmsted County Park, the lake is owned by the 
DNR, and the city has a huge stake in lake.   Discussion: The state first owned the dam, then 
Olmsted County took over, whoever put flash boards in should be responsible. Two issues; 
acute and chronic issue – find resources,  how to solve the acute issue, city and county will look 
at bids and decide what to do.  Don’t know what numbers will be, trying to come up with 
workable solution – need to do something now, County will not risk staff safety.  Councilor 
Kevin McDermott; commissioner said it’s a private lake, it has two parks on it - presented a 
solution, a safe solution and nothings been done.   Wondering how much it costs the county to 
put in and take out the old way, no one will give the numbers on the cost.   Get a contractor 
with the equipment in that can safely do it.   Would like to know the cost for the county in old 
way to compare with the bids from the contractors.  Target date on the bids, deadline may have 
number by next Tuesday, requests were sent out via e-mail, quotes to be received within five 
days.  Katie Dudley;  flash boards used to be removed in late October, don’t see them going 
down this year,  looking for consecutive years analysis of the dam, the condition from bottom to 
the top,  study will take time, will have that much done for next spring.  Councilor Jackie Hall, 
what about the damage of the wetland mitigation – no discussion on that at all.  If the water 
conditions have changed will they still replace the vegetation?   10 years to make sure plants are 
growing. 

4.  Randy Demmer; he has served as State Representative for 6 years, thank you for opportunity 
report on what he’s been doing and going on in St Paul;  biennium; 2 billion surplus, increase in 
revenue, went from Republican to Democrat  House control, increased the budget by 2 billion, 9%. 
introduced a 1 billion bonding bill, 4000 bills were introduced 200-300 passed,  served on 5 
committees, capped property tax at 3.9%. Transportation bill passed over the governor’s veto 
registration tax increased, raised the gas tax 8.5 cents.  LGA (Local Government Aid) increased $60 
million; 40 million out to cities, it has new formula, helpful to rapidly growing cities that need help. 
Have heard a lot on Lake Shady:  Discussion; Manthei was possibly willing to take the minerals but 
we don’t own lake, MN state owns, DNR regulates use, would like to lease to mining company to 
remove mineral extraction so the city has a lake.  Discussion:  city of Oronoco is not getting much 
help from LGA.  Nobody comes in and says how well it is for them – everyone feels they don’t get 
enough.   Water & Sewer is where LGA should come in.  Oronoco is the largest community without 
water and sewer. Pine Island can get a $600000 grant to extend their water and sewer.  Oronoco 
wants to have the school issue addressed, the split  75% -  25%,  in Pine Island  and subdivided by 
Rochester districts, have gotten nowhere,  what are our options, it’s a case of jurisdiction,  one 
district can’t dictate to another, the boundaries exist, if there is a process to change boundaries, the  
cities can’t dictate how is it facilitated.   Two separate tax districts, need a facilitator to do this, 
unique situation, districts aren’t listening to us, may listen to you.   Are there districts that have 
done this?  Rogers – a group on the south side wants to break off and have own school district, 
there has to be a vote.  Randy Demmer; ask two school districts to meet – can’t guarantee a 
response, will not do a power play, but will help discuss. 
MnDOT split the city, county is splitting the city, any comment?  Randy Demmer; not sure with a 
project that large that everyone could be happy,  concern was the process, Hwy 52 huge safety 
issue.  

J. COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

K. STREETS & ROADS* 
1. Final Pay Request – 3rd Ave completion - $5334.42 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay 5334.42 Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor, motion 
 carried. 
5 minute recess 8:45pm. Called back to order at 8:50pm. 

L. PLANNING & ZONING* 
1. Minutes: 
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a) Bouwkamp - re-zone; recommend approval – rezone just half from R1 to B1, it fits 
future land use map, dock launch for canoes right next to canoe landing DNR putting in, 
it’s not spot zoning. Councilor Tom Novak motion to approve Mr. Bouwkamp from R1 
to B1 Mayor Scott Keigley 2nd; discussion; Councilor Brian Breider; parks put a lot of 
work in want to make sure it doesn’t overshadow the general public parking (5 parking 
spots), business could change, looking at the zoning of the property; all in favor, motion 
carried. 

b) Devlaeminck – conditional use; recommend denial should be a re-zone – he should have 
come before Planning & Zoning first; applied for conditional use permit on R1 property – 
could request a zone change.  Mayor Scott Keigley motion to deny the conditional use 
permit, Councilor Jackie Hall second; discussion;  if applies for zone change can apply 
the money from the conditional use permit to the zone change, all in favor, motion 
carried. 

c) Kumar – re-zone; recommend denial, no specific business was listed and it does not fit 
with the FLUP – 2 parcels east of S & M are residential. He wants to change his 
property but not much has changed there.  It  does not fit with future land use, it would 
be spot zoned Planning & Zoning would like to deny Councilor Tom Novak motion to 
deny request for rezone Councilor Brian Breider 2nd,  discussion;  does not fit the 
FLUP, no parking to meet requirements, all in favor, motion carried. 

d) Sign permit for the Historical Center; Councilor Tom Novak motion to accept sign 
permit, Mayor Scott Keigley second;  all in favor, motion carried.   

e) Scott Travis – filled out variance form for a second driveway to come out the back of his 
property – add a second garage – would come out on 2nd Ave SE, not the development. 
Look at regulations; driveway permit to put another accessory structure, do you regulate 
this?  The right of access for two driveways – not allowed, how wide of a driveway is 
allowed?   they came in to do right way. – Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have 
Scott Travis meet with Planning & Zoning to let know what he wants to do 
Councilor Brian Breider 2nd discussion;  covenants responsibility of Planning & Zoning 
or is that separate than the city? Attorney Fred Suhler; private agreements, the city 
doesn’t need to enforce, enforced by private action don’t recommend that the city 
enforce that. all in favor, motion carried. 

2. 18 Wheeler Ordinance – recommend accept updates to Ordinance, will have the attorney 
 review, and address the grandfather clause.  Have not had a public hearing yet, haven’t  moved 
 very much on the residential parking; they would just need to fill out an interim use permit  to 
 state how many trailer’s or tractor’s they would have.  Will have a public hearing again  B1 & 
B2    would have a 2 week limit not 72 hours; will address the longer staying vehicles.  They 
will be  looked at in a different ordinance, not the parking ordinance.  Will address storage 
trailers  being parked, the grandfather clause will take effect, public hearing next Planning & 
Zoning  meeting. 
3. Downtown Revitalization –  Planning & Zoning discussion on purchasing properties that are 
 blighted; along MN Ave,  if people are willing to sell to the city, clean up the town a little bit,  
 resell after fixing them up. Mayor Scott Keigley; how would that be accomplished with the 
 city’s small budget?  Councilor Tom Novak; tear down business ,put in pay parking spots, or 
 sell the lot make money back. 
4. Tim Rownd – Resignation; opening has been put on the website. 
 

M. HIGHWAY 52 
Have city draft letter to MnDOT; ask what the plan is for the aesthetics at the inter changes, 
they are doing work at 85th and 75th streets;  email Jai for information. 

N. WATER & SEWER  
1. Rucker – water reservoir meeting:  the meeting went over the advantages of their property being 

used for the reservoir; location, cost, & accessibility.  The Rucker’s would like the city to look 
further at the cost of using the alternative sight. City Engineer Joe Palen; Karen called and asked 
about the request to look at the alternative location.  Which is out side the city limits and it is 
slightly lower and would decrease the service area, would cost more.  Do an architectural 
rendering on what it would look like and how it would affect their remaining property, planting 
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of trees to mask the reservoir.  Fee?  $500 – $1000.  It could increase the property value, they 
felt that it would lower the value.  Very interested in moving the location up hill, this sight make 
the most sense, they agree city needs water and sewer, concerned about future value of the 
property.  City Engineer Joe Palen; take a cursory look at rough increase of cost look at elevation 
and put into one page memo, call the Rucker’s and address the look of the reservoir, don’t want 
to do a study, but need to put together a list, would be advantageous to us to put that together 
for them.  Keep communication open, meet again and ask if would like to see the drawing, a 
conceptual drawing, instead of having the uncertainty.  Showed them photo, change it to show 
what it would look like.  Set another meeting with them, let them know that the City is willing to 
pay them to put it at that location, offer a fair price or above. 

2. MN Dept of Health priority list – The City is 21 on the list. Application due end of October; 
have them look at our project.  

3. Soil Borings – request for authorization to get quotes – letter to go to geo-technical firms,  should 
have some quotes by the next meeting – the data is usable data, will not need to be repeated 
later,  supplemental borings may be needed, borings will be done on City ROW on the edge of 
the pavement, would take 3 days may cost around $10000.00 

 Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to request quotes for soil borings Councilor Kevin 
 McDermott 2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS* 

1.  Grill – Gold Rush Special Fund; the city could use a new grill for the 4th of July, NNO, and Gold 
Rush prep week.   

2. Canopies – Gold Rush Special Fund 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motion that spend under $1000 for a grill and two canopies, Councilor 
 Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 

A. People’s Coop – Zumbro Hills Lights; They will agree to half payment up front and final payment 
 upon completion, they will be sending out a written agreement, and the lights will be installed. 
B. Munson property:  email from Joe is all the information the city has received; there has been no 

additional contact on this issue.  We sent out a letter with concerns on the parcel, received an email 
with questions, but have not heard back since answering the questions.  The whole piece is kind of a 
mess.  Questioned whether this is a permitted use, a lot of back and forth for something he may not 
be able to do. 

C. Task List - Dan Fitzpatrick; called and his partners do not want to pay for bills with finance 
charges, Sandy told him to pay the bills minus the finance charges and to discuss the finance 
charges with council. 

D.  Rochester school district – Jessica Jacobson is representing the city well -   five plans that are being 
discussed; three would be the 55th street location (Gibb), one which Phil Wheeler is backing of 
Sunset Terrace, or splitting between Gage and Sunset Terrace.  Parents are saying that the kids are 
on the bus so long and Gibb would be more economical to be at the closer location. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
A.  City Charges for mowing and yard clean-up:  the city currently charges $50.00 per hour, with 
 the increase of gas, should this be adjusted?  Study the cost, document the issue, justify the cost,  
 call Pine Island to see what other’s charge. Should assess the charges on  a yearly basis, if person 
 doesn’t pay that portion of their taxes they are considered delinquent. 
B.  Set Special City Council Meeting to set tax levy;  if there is something we should budget for   
  discuss at that meeting;  Thursday September 4th at 7:00 pm. 
 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. BUILDING PERMITS* 

1.  Craig Stock   15 MN Ave    remodel 
2.   SB of Rochester  375 Eagleview Lane SE  new construction 
3.  Robert Fleming  1150 Chenoa Lane SW  new construction 
4.  RL Keller Builder’s  605 Forest View Lane SE  new construction 
5.  Darren Cafourek  40 E Center Street   remodel 
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6.  Oronoco Historical Society City Hall    sign 
 

 
B. MEETING MINUTES* 

1.  7-21-2008 Regular City Council Minutes 
 

C. FINANCIALS* 
1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available for review in City Hall office 

 3. Transaction Lists 
 4. Accounts Payable & Receivable 
  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Kevin McDermott 

2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motion to adjourn 10:05pm Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd all in favor, motion 
 carried. 
 


