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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 

May 19, 2008, 7:00pm 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Call to order at 7:02pm, May 19, 2008  
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider, Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin 
 McDermott, Attorney Fred Suhler, Deputy Clerk Sandy Jessen, Absent; Councilor Tom Novak, 
 he will be arriving in about one hour. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Addition to agenda; Personnel Committee F2. Clerk resignation  
 Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the agenda with the addition, Councilor Kevin 
 McDermott 2nd, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
 Mayor Scott Keigley opened the Public Forum and called three times for public comment no one 
 came forward, Mayor Scott Keigley closed the public forum. 
 
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
OCSO ~ Sgt. Tom Clayman 
 1. Sgt. Tom Clayman; Oronoco has been quiet.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Adam Schaefer, Fire Chief 
1. Runs –  0 
2. Water Supply:   
  Used 2000 gallons of water west side pump house in River Wood Hills for training. 
3. Calendar:   

  Selling advertising on calendar; small businesses to pay for ads to pay for the calendar fairly 
 inexpensive $150.00 for an ad. 

4. 1 new member – Pat McGovern 
 Background check came back clear, is aware of the 1 year commitment. Mayor Scott Keigley 
 made a motion to accept Pat McGovern to the Fire Department, Councilor Jackie Hall 
 second; all in favor, motion carried. 

   
FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs – 6, 1 Township, 5 City, 2 of which were stand-by’s including the duathlon 
 duathlon went smoothly, no calls at all. 
2. Operation Round Up - $1291.00 grant for 3 pagers 
 Will talk to Olmsted County to see if can get better pricing than ALLTEL.  Will be talking to the 
 First Responder about whether or not to be in the Pine Island Parade. Gwen ordered a new 
 suction unit with shipping and tax it went over $37.85. The First Responders finished their class 
 and all of them passed. There were 10 of them and the roster is now at 24 members.  She also 
 wanted to thank council for allowing the Blanck family to use the Fire Hall.  Letter and contract 
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 went to the Township, when receive payment would like to split the check between some of the 
 budget overages, (training, supplies) 599 is pretty well supplied now. 
 
EOC ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 
1. Ordered sirens. 

 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS*  

 Kale Bodily:  trench dug - park property 
City Park on 3rd Ave not sure if it’s on City property, no permit to dig open trenches.   The City 
asked Dan Fitzpatrick to look at it. It appears that he’s trying to drain the water and possibly tile?  
Open trenches, discharge into city ditch may cause some issues.  Mayor Scott Keigley introduced the 
new attorney Fred Suhler and for his input; right to treat water as common enemy between you and 
the adjacent property owner, other hand are not to do something artificial that will increase the 
problem,   before speculate would like to see what is going on there, water always flows down hill 
Councilor Brian Breider; appears putting drain tile, would it still be an issue if it’s on his property?  
Mayor Scott Keigley; if on city property, the issue is with someone falling.  Adam Brase, Parks 
Committee Chair; natural spring in that area off end of the septic field half of the back yard is in a 
marsh.  3rd Ave Park plan to go back to native grass and intend not to maintain if the flowers and 
native grasses do well.  Attorney Fred Suhler; is it a defined wetland?  City Engineer Joe Palen; 
could well be, but has not been delineated as one. Mayor Scott Keigley motion to send Kale 
Bodily a letter asking if there are any permits pulled on this and reinstating that it is on his 
property, Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd all in favor motion carried. 

 
   

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
1.  Tim’s 1 year review:  

Personnel committee: Councilor Brian Breider; put together personnel committee comments in 
the Council packets, accomplishments; course work and obtained license for weed control, 
collaborating with the parks dept and put together recommendations, put together on line 
comments/ request system out to community, exceeded expectations, positive comments from 
other committees, cost effective ways to perform his job, recommend the budgeted amount for 
raise.   The need for reliable operation of the PA system, and seems to be fixed now, mowing the 
parks and making sure Tim has appropriate amount of assistance, updating the equipment 
inventory,   fix uneven park grounds look at prioritizing that.  Tim has done a fabulous job. 
Mayor Scott Keigley received many comments on the good work he’s done. Tim Redepenning;   
reiterate what have been doing, looking at future of what’s going to be happening in the city, 
adding green space,  and the main concern is the budgeted amount 3 percent, one of his concerns 
since exceeding in all areas would like more than that, at budget time didn’t have any input or 
would have said something,  at 6months was changed to a self supervised position, he is self 
prioritizing  the work load, at 6 month review was raised to $15 per hour, the pay was that 3 yrs 
ago which was supervised, would like to see adjustment there, and even at 3 percent each year it 
would be above what his is at now. South East MN average for a Parks Maintenance is over $20 
per hour, custodial and is $15 per hour and with a 3 percent raise it would bring him to $15.45, 
and that’s what’s budgeted, since May of 2003 have added RWH Park, River Park, and 3rd Ave 
which is not being mowed, but still have added another 10 acres to maintain.   Mayor Scott 
Keigley; at review spoke about previous maintenance  (15.23 when left  and $15 before that) and 
at budget time doing a reevaluation of the job description and doing surveys to figure out what 
the City needs to do for the increase to be where needs to be. Tim Redepenning; job description 
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is far from what doing now, a number of things he’s doing, supervisory, clerical, and a number 
of things he’s been doing not listed in the job description.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
give Tim the 3 % budgeted raise and that the personnel committee meet before the next 
City Council meeting and will have a report with Tim’s concerns Councilor Brian Breider 
2nd, discussion:  Councilor Kevin McDermott; think that by 1st of the year come up with 
adjustment to get him up to where he should be, Mayor Scott Keigley; by the next City Council 
meeting, Councilor Jackie Hall; doing some much more, do an awesome job, all in favor motion 
carried. 
Tim has 57.24 hours of vacation time to carry over.  

2.  Our new attorney received an email this evening, that we did not receive because of a power 
 outage, the attorney brought us a copy that effective immediately that Cheryl Nymann, City 
 Clerk will be resigning, Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept Cheryl Nymann 
 resignation at this time, Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor motion carried.   

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned that the personnel committee get together to post the 
position and find out if there is any interest, and permission for the personnel committee to 
advertise the position, Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 

   
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Kevin McDermott, Co-Chair 

Gathering Permit 
DOGR; that they discussed ways to save money, fewer golf carts, booking is at 48%, looking for 
ways to cut back, advertising in the cities and locally around here that the Rochester Gold Rush 
numbers were down as well. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motion to approve the gathering permit for Downtown Oronoco Gold 
Rush Days, Councilor Brian Breider 2nd ; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
 H.  PARKS & TRAILS  

Parks Meeting Minutes: 
Approval of new member Lance Sorensen; Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Lance 
Sorensen Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd all in favor motion carried.  
 Approval of soccer goals;  permanent goals from BSN Sports, $1652.00,  Councilor Kevin 
McDermott motion approve park board to purchase soccer goals 2nd Mayor Scott Keigley; 
all in favor motion carried.  
 Update t-ball; a lot more kids, last year 50 kids this year 68, which means will have 3 games at 
the ball diamond.  $ 940 revenue, some expense for shirts with positive revenue of $200, need 
additional equipment with the increase of kids would like to authorize up to $300. Councilor 
Kevin McDermott motion to spend $300 to purchase additional equipment, Councilor 
Jackie Hall 2nd, from parks budget, drawing from mainly from  Oronoco and some from 
Mazeppa, Pine Island, Rochester, program is unique because it’s for younger kids 4- , all in 
favor motion carried. 
Ball diamond; used for women’s softball and t-ball, a new requirement needs to be drug every 
Wednesday for the Women’s Softball league.  Need a new ball diamond drag, Tim pulled 
together quotes, complicated to read, but park’s would like the combination nail and drag mat for 
$885.  Councilor Jackie Hall motion allow the Park Board to purchase ball diamond drag 
for $885.00 Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd (cheapest) all in favor motion carried. 
 

 Chairperson for Parks is Emily Fletcher for next month. 
 
4-Wheeler attachments  
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Tim Redepenning; option or alternative to buying a tractor combination, 3 point system attaches 
to the 2 inch receiver of the 4- wheeler, would be able to maintain trails and parks with it, 
implements wouldn’t have a bucket, could rent if the need arises a loader or bobcat, trail system 
in tough shape, a new tractor $25000 - $30000 with this under $2500, Box scraper would drag 
trail, mounted right to the 4 wheeler.  Mayor Scott Keigley; can’t get competitive bids  Fred  
Suhler ; doesn’t sound like it would require  Mayor Scott Keigley; if 4 wheeler dies could use on 
another one? Yes.  Mayor Scott Keigley; look at Capital Improvement Fund.  Brian Breider; 
maintenance budget?  Mayor Scott Keigley would replace this equipment with a tractor. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to spend $2000 to buy the attachments for the 4-wheeler 
from fund to be determined, Councilor Brian Breider 2nd, may be 1st part of July, all in favor 
motion carried. 
  

 
  
LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair 

1. Zumbro Watershed Partnership Member - $250.00  
2. Donation from Duathlon - $1000 
3. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the Duathlon $1000 donation and that $250 of 

that will go for the Zumbro Watershed partnership Member payment, Councilor 
Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 

4. Lake Shady water level 
Councilor Brian Breider; water level, does not look like the dirt is high enough, when bring 
the water level back up. 
County Repairs 
Some maintenance will be done this summer; will try to do while the water level is still down 

5. ZWP project 
       Lake Shady Committee will be visiting ZWP about sponsoring a project to repair some  
       riparian areas. 
      6.   Highway Clean-up 
   
 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 
1.  Parking lot  
 Community Center parking lot; put off until after July when the 2nd half of taxes is received; 

bring back new quotes to the July meeting. 
2.   Well – pressure tank 
      Well bids – Discussion: whether to wait until July but there is $40,000 in the Capital 

Improvement Fund for this year.    Tim Redepenning; pressure tank is water logged if you run 
the pump runs unless you add air, if you run water the pump is starting and stopping, followed up 
on the bids, it has been a problem before me, at the very least need new pressure tank Thein bid 
is variable speed Mayor Scott Keigley; Thein bid still $600 less, Tim; Thein recommends retro 
fit to existing system out in well house. Mayor Scott Keigley motion accept the bid from 
Thein well and have a new pressure tank installed with the upgrades, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott 2nd; out Capital Improvement fund, all in favor motion carried. 

3.   Asbestos abatement  
   
K. STREETS & ROADS 
 1.  Tilly’s Tavern:  Ditch (rocks – ruts) 
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  They have been working on ditches, looks better. 
 

L. PLANNING & ZONING 
 1.  P & Z Minutes* 
 2.  Sexually Oriented Business – need motion 

No motion was made last month; Mayor Scott Keigley motion to table until the new 
Attorney Fred Suhler can look over, have Sandy send a copy of the new sexually  oriented 
business ordinance,  Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Saturday morning taking tour around town on May 31st, at 7:30 in morning, will hop in a van; 
take a tour Mayor Scott Keigley must be posted if 3 City Council members go; post it. 
 

 
     
M. HIGHWAY 52 

1.  Transportation Enhancement Projects – District 6 
Councilor Kevin McDermott did City Engineer Joe Palen look at?  Funding for frontage?  
Looks more like bike trail/ beautification along hwy City Engineer Joe Palen local roads grant 
Mayor Scott Keigley due by? August 1st.  City Engineer Joe Palen will look at by next 
meeting. Councilor Kevin McDermott; must have sponsor if less than 5000 people City 
Engineer Joe Palen; County would sponsor, it’s not that uncommon.  Mayor Scott Keigley; 
Joe Palen look Could over and see if it is something that might help the city with trails or bike 
paths. 
 

   
N. WATER & SEWER  
 1.  Water & Sewer Meeting Minutes 

City Engineer Joe Palen; the committee wondered why sanitary sewer was removed from the 
presentation, it was a long presentation and the was emphasis of the project was on water, The 
City Council is not pushing sanitary sewer to the side, no negative decision has been made as 
whether a portion of the downtown area would be considered for a collection system. 
Committee would like to establish a time line, develop a vision as what is going to happen in 
the city, envision 10, 15, or 20, years initiating a Sanitary Sewer system infrastructure so 
people know that its coming and businesses know that it’s coming.  Mayor Scott Keigley; 
hard to put time on that,  Councilor Brian Breider ;depends on what neighbors do too,   City 
Engineer Joe Palen;   unknown what will happen with Pine Island, Elk Run, and Rochester, 
there are a lot of variables,  want city to say a target date, not bound by, but a goal, that’s what 
committee came up. 

 
 2.   Water system funding applications – update 

City Engineer Joe Palen water testing: application thru PFA to see if there is contamination, 
Terry Lee volunteered to fund test and labor, almost 2 weeks ago took 12 samples @ $44 a 
piece, the county covered the cost, two homes did fail, brings up over level with failing deed 
spec. small cities allowing PFA to make recommendation . City Engineer Joe Palen 
Recommends to hold off on income survey until PFA makes their decision and see how they 
view the project, approve so far of the approach as well as SE MN Development Corporation 
and Chuck Pettipiece (grant writer). MN Health Department called to set a review; if positive, 
meeting possibly this Thursday, moving forward. Water testing:  Terry paid 1st 12 tests, 
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looking at doing more, ask for permission to do another ½ to dozen more if PFA approves, 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have the City Engineer Joe Palen contact Terry Lee to 
do up to another dozen tests, Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd; all in favor motion 
carried. Discussion: Councilor Brian Breider funding pushed out to fall?  If the City makes 
the list the final decision will not happen until fall, have to make a decision who to give it to.  
Health department is a big player, review the applications. 

 Councilor Tom Novak arrived at 8:12 pm 
  
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS* 
 
VII.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A.       Task List* 
Nevin – close, Lake Shady Ave snowplowing bills no will not pay; close, if mad go to 
legislature never received anything from Judy Ohly, will bring up or respond; open.  
Munson huge hole leave in case 2 small ponds digging going on; open, Home occupation – 
no pile left; close, 
 
Fitzpatrick issues;  Mayor Scott Keigley go over punch list and where to go with it , set date 
for a special meeting Tuesday or Thursday, the   27th?  7:00pm,  Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to set a Special City Council meeting, May 27, 2008 at 7:00pm, Councilor 
Jackie Hall 2nd; discussion:  Sandy will contact Dan to see if everyone can make the 
meeting, All in favor motion carried. 
 
Close smoke, outdoor wood burning stoves, Bond west frontage road?  Close; didn’t receive 
bonding, Parking Ordinance, looking at; open, $850 for EOC, still tracked; close, 
Directional signs  in place; close, 
9th Ave where to draw line, Mayor Scott Keigley will look at; open, 

  
Door and window bids – it would be nice to have but the prices are high; close, revisit at a 
later time, Drinking water fund City Engineer Joe Palen has that; open, CIP; open, Jech 
figures water; open, Ball field re-limed; not done yet, open, Olmsted County Contract; 
close, Dan not re apply yet; open, Dog issue; closed, Resolution 08-02 closed check needs to 
be signed; done, closed, OACC hasn’t met yet; open,  
 300 Public Works:   Code of Ordinances   
Councilor Tom Novak; 301.2 all roads running east - west are streets, not avenues and 
Avenues run north and south.  310.1 Mayor Scott Keigley; certified tree inspector, the City 
doesn’t have one, should be deleted.  Attorney Fred Suhler;  if you don’t have someone in 
charge who will tell them to get rid of and dispose of diseased trees in certain way the City 
needs a mechanism  in absence of having someone to regulate.   Mayor Scott Keigley and 
Attorney Fred Suhler will check into that, have to hire someone to come out yearly and 
inspect the trees.   

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to ask Monica Michenfelder if she would help out in  
  the office for the time being, Councilor Kevin McDermott 2nd; all in favor motion  
  carried. 
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IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
 BUILDING PERMITS* 
 Jon Rossow  1005 Istas Lane SW  Deck permit 
 Lonzo Leinen  101 12th Ln SW  basement finish- no permit 
 Bill Unverzagt   654 Zumbro Hills Dr SW shed 
  
MEETING MINUTES* 
4-21-2008 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
4-29-2008 Board of Adjustment Continuation & Special City Council Meeting 
4-29-2008 Closed City Council Meeting Minutes 
5-6-2008 Emergency City Council Meeting Minutes 
  
FINANCIALS* 
MBIA Statements 
General Fund A/P & A/R 
Transaction reports 
  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to transfer $12000 out of the Investment Fund until the City 
receives the property tax payment, Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor motion, carried 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pull the Lonzo Leinen permit and approve the rest of the 
consent agenda, Councilor Brian Breider, 2nd all in favor motion carried. 
 
  
ADJOURNMENT    
Mayor Scott Keigley motion to adjourn at 8:50pm, Councilor Jackie Hall 2nd; all in favor 
motion carried. 
 


