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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 

October 18, 2010 @ 7:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.  

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider arrived at 7:55pm, Attorney Fred Suhler, City Engineer Joe Palen, 
and Clerk Sandy Jessen. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Additions: V.J. 1. Community Center Basketball Court Sealcoating: $500. 
Moved up unfinished business (People’s Coop) on the agenda.   Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve the agenda, Councilor Jackie Hall second, all in favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Joy Bertsinger; 600 6th Street SW, during the tornado a tree went down and there is a stump in the 
ditch, the Fire Department  will take out and burn on October 30th.   
3 calls for public forum: no one else came forward, the Public Forum was closed 7:05pm. 
 

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief 

1. Runs –  3 fire (related to the flood) and 1 medical assist 
2.  3rd Pull Tab Machine at Tilly’s, $5.00 & $2.00 game; need city permission. Councilor Kevin 

McDermott motioned to approve the third pull tab machine, Mayor Scott Keigley, 
second; discussion: the machine is now at Grandpa Ed’s they don’t have to purchase one , all 
in favor, motion carried.  

3. Working with homeowner on downtown home to burn; cost of debris removal has slowed the 
burn. 

4. Brush Burn & 3rd Ave. Park and ditch: 10-30-2010. 
5. Jerry Lubahn has agreed to come out of retirement to drive trucks/run the pump, so was voted 

back on by the fire department last Monday.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to 
approve Jerry Lubahn to come back to the Fire Department, Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; discussion: he won’t be joining the fire relief. All in favor, motion carried.  

6. By Laws:  changed years of service from 5 to 10 years. There are Minor changes; the dollar 
amount is the same and some were suggested by the auditor. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
to approve the new by laws Councilor Kevin McDermott second all in favor, motion 
carried. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs –  12: 3 city, 9 township  
2. New Member:  Elizabeth Blanck will require 40 hour training course. Councilor Kevin 

McDermott motioned to approved Elizabeth Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, 
motion carried.  Mayor Scott Keigley thanked the Fire Department for their time. 

 
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 

1.  Pat provided a hand out of the total of man hours 1060 hours and vehicle hours; it is broke 
down by truck and includes the city truck and volunteers’ skid loaders.  Mazeppa meetings; 
Pat handed out the flyers to some that have not seen it or heard it on TV.  The final sandbags 



October 18, 2010 Regular CC Meeting 
 

2 
 

have been removed; last Tuesday and the city streets were washed that night as well.  There is 
FEMA meeting tomorrow at 2:00pm.  Councilor Kevin McDermott thanked them for their 
time. 

  
E. PERSONNEL 

1. Part-time maintenance position; add starts this week. 
Personnel meeting tomorrow at 11:00am. 
  

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 

Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Meeting Minutes –  September 20  
2. They went through the requests from DOGR and will make a final vote in November and 

then will distribute donations in November 
3. Food permits; city should not be charging more for the permit than the fee is generating.  The 

city charges $200 for each permit. How can it be changed? City Council would have to set 
new by Ordinance to change that.  Sandy will look at and try to determine a fee.   

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS*  

1. Meeting – October 11 
2. They talked about the shelter rental; the committee would like it set at $30. Councilor Jackie 
Hall motioned to charge $30 for the shelter rental, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 
3. Councilor Kevin McDermott wants make sure that Don Clark is recognized; he has done a 
tremendous amount of work and has done a great job cleaning up River Park Park.  Have the 
Fire Department go down and wash down the playground equipment and there were some 
pieces found downstream. Should sanitize the equipment prior to reopening.  Pea gravel is 
covered with sand. City Engineer Joe Palen; the repairs should be covered by FEMA; he figured 
for 15 to 20 thousand for repairs; there is additional tree removal and tree replacement, shingles 
on the gazebo, and the basketball hoop is bent. The pea gravel shouldn’t be replaced; leave it as 
sand, if floods again it would be sand again. Park will remain closed until the repairs are made.  
 

I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
1. Update County Commissioner’s Meeting  

City Engineer Joe Palen had a meeting of the stakeholders Terry Lee presided over the 
meeting and gave updates on the plan and Judy Ohly, Terry, and City Engineer Joe Palen 
had discussions of the lake and removal of the dam and the impacts both up and down 
stream.  Mayor Scott Keigley; the important part that came out was don’t rush the decision. 
There are not enough facts out there yet. City Engineer Joe Palen talked to Judy and there is 
a misconception that the county makes the decision to pull the dam and they come out the 
next day to do so.  The board is leaning towards dam removal and they may commission an 
impact study to evaluate turning Lake Shady into a riverine system, to evaluate the 
sediment, and the environmental impacts of the dam removal. It is very complicated trying 
to determine the most likely course of action; instead of going down and studying both 
options at the same time; which would cost more. Councilor Paul Briggs; City Engineer Joe 
Palen thank you for the work and time that you’ve put in on this to pull the initial cost 
estimates together.  City Engineer Joe Palen; out of our office we did a dam removal in 
Stewartville at Lake Florence it has some definite similarities.  It gives you an idea of what 
needs to be looked at and what in the end it may look like.  It can be aesthetically pleasing; 
if that is how it moves forward. Immediate needs: Survey the lake bed, survey the shoreline 
and lakebed for scouring, debris removal, structural evaluation of the dam, seeding of the 
lakebed to temporarily stabilize the ground for the residents, these should be done within 
the next month or two.  Contact Mike Sheehan on that with the recommendations. Councilor 
Paul Briggs; when will we get the resulting flood plain; will it expand or contract the 
floodway? City Engineer Joe Palen; it is difficult to predict and it has to be looked at.  It’s 
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one of the first things to be looked at because of the potential impact downstream. 
Councilor Kevin McDermott; residents need to know so they can rebuild. City Engineer Joe 
Palen; the flood plain mapping is being updated and should be complete in 2012.  The city 
needs to know if will expand or compact significantly. The city and county should 
approach FEMA with that. There is an existing FIRM map in the office.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley motioned to send a letter to the  county asking that they table the decision to 
remove the dam, Councilor Paul Briggs, second all in favor, motion carried. 
 

J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 
1. Basketball Court Sealcoating $500. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to do the seal coating 

paid for out of the community center budget, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 

 
K. STREETS & ROADS* 

1. MN Ave.: county looking to budget for rehab:  met with mike and chad and walked the north 
half and pointed out drainage issues,  there is water leaving the county row and casuing 
residential damage  looked at curb and gutter in area by bergs and the church and impacts the 
neighboring properties..some of the culverts are in poor condition or plugged.  Make sense to 
do some spot repair and mill and overlay.  Schad Tracy culvert to be lengthened or replaced.  
Will go back and meet on the south half   then the county will come back with a plan for 
repair or a check for the city to repair.  Many properties don’t meet the county access policy. 

2. MNDOT: $125,000 HWY 52 Landscape Project:  we had a meeting with MNDOT; they are 
spending $125,0000 for landscape improvements. They will bid this year and construct next 
year; the south overpass will have the most concentration and then some other areas for the 
remainder.  
 

Mayor Scott Keigley called a 5 minute recess at 7:55pm.  The meeting was called back to order 
at 8:10pm. 

 
L. PLANNING & ZONING* 

1. Meeting Minutes – October 7 
2. Mark Stolp; lot split: recommend approval; the split allows access to an out building and is 

consistent with city ordinances. Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve lot split, Mayor 
Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Al Ihde; zone change: recommend approval; request two parcels be changed from B2 to M1 
this was previously discussed during the time ordinances were changed.  It changes to use as 
lumber storage and he would like to put up second storage building. Councilor Paul Briggs 
motioned to approve, Councilor Jackie Hall second; discussion: no one opposed the change 
and no one came forward. All in favor, motion carried. 

4. Kevin Munson; sign: recommend approval meets all the sign requirements of the ordinance. 
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve the sign for Kevin Munson, Councilor Brian 
Breider second; discussion:  Councilor Kevin McDermott; does he have a plan? Councilor 
Brian Breider; he has had one for some time.  All in favor, motion carried. 

5. Planning & Zoning recommends to not issue flood damaged areas permits. Attorney Fred 
Suhler; the ordinance doesn’t say they can’t build in flood plain. There are concepts of non 
conforming uses; the issue of construction is they can build in a certain way, rather than not 
have anyone do anything if they want to rebuild in an area that is damaged.  The city must 
enforce regulations as well.  The new firm maps won’t be ready for one or two years. 
Councilor Paul Briggs; so the properties down below the dam were not in the 100year map? 
Attorney Fred Suhler; I would want City Engineer Joe Palen to say what regulatory area it is 
in. The city needs to work with City Engineer Joe Palen and the building inspector. Make 
sure they build consistent with the rules. City Engineer Joe Palen; Contact Olmsted County 
to provide a map with an aerial photo overlaying the firm map as well. Owatonna redid 
maps and homes not in the flood plain now are because of increased technology. Councilor 
Paul Briggs; a resident is interested in putting in a Grocery store or campground, he is asking 
what would be allowed if bought up the properties. Attorney Fred Suhler; you can’t tell 
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them they can’t build until the map is changed. Enforce the existing code until a new map is 
provided.  Discussion: the city should approach the county and FEMA. Can state or federal 
government dictate the building or rebuilding? Mayor Scott Keigley; if you look at the map 
how long would it take to see if the properties are in the flood plain. City Engineer Joe Palen; 
contact the County and they would be able to pull it together and then we all would have it. 
It looked as though only a few would be impacted. 

6. There is further interest in development in Oronoco. 
7. Jason Heitman discussed development of existing and neighboring property; had cautioned 

that it was premature to move forward at this time. 
8. Set public hear for Paul Pendergrass at 7:10pm on November 4th. 
9. OACC is moving forward. 
10. Waive permit fees for flood victims.  Byron will not charge a fee.  Mayor Scott Keigley 

motioned to waive the permit fees for flood victims, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 

 
M. WATER & SEWER*  

1. Minutes-  September 28, Cancelled 
2. Updates: Water System is status quo, it is on hold until further notice; the judge made 

extensive oral findings for the attorneys to submit, judge went out of town for a few days 
and the other attorney responded and sent fictional version. Judges order is affective once it 
is served. Mary Tietjen has a conference call with the judge and the other attorney 
tomorrow.  

3. Pay Requests: Ellingson – $16,275.81   Bonestroo – $5,955.05; Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to pay the requests, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

4. Water Billing: payment due date & grace period. Due upon receipt finance charges apply 
 after the 28th.   

VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. League on MN Cities Membership Dues: $1126. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the 

LMC dues, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 
B. MN Mayors Association Dues: $20. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the MN Mayors 

dues, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 
C. Tyler Annual Maintenance: $1335.40; Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the maintenance 

fees, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 
D. 5th Street Property: assess mowing fees Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to assess the mowing 

fees, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 
1. People’s Coop: Preliminary Plat:  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the preliminary 

plat; City Engineer Joe Palen met with Councilor Paul Briggs, Clerk Sandy Jessen, Chad Schuman, 
and Mike Sheehan and discussed the access issue off of Cty road 12/112 with a one way access 
right in only the county is unlikely to grant that they suggest the center turn lane on the frontage be 
extended farther.  Take the right turn lane on 12/112 and take the 480 feet to the frontage center 
turn lane.  It may not impact the preliminary plat and can be worked out in the future. City 
Council should be aware of the status of the access; it may affect the requirement to facilitate 
future movements in the corridor.  The corridor may need additional easement to do that. It  can 
be worked out between the preliminary and the final plat.  Councilor Paul Briggs; the county feels 
that way because it would benefit the development better.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve the preliminary plat for People’s Coop, Councilor Jackie Hall second; discussion: the 
judge has said he would approve the injunction, there has been correspondence that they are not 
laying down and are trying to have the judge change his ruling.  Attorney Fred Suhler: comfortable 
take a calculated risk and can approve the preliminary plat.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 

1. People’s Coop:  
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• Elaine Garry: Dunlap and Seeger will only be representing People’s Coop in the future and 
thank you for working with us on the plat. People’s Coop is looking forward to moving to 
Oronoco.   

• Flood relief donation and capital credit check; October is cooperative month and most 
customers will see a credit on their bill and I am delivering your check tonight. The customer 
appreciation event was canceled due to the flooding, so our cooperative has donated a 
check for $4500 to the Red Cross, United Way, and the Salvation Army and we are 
donating $5500 to be used as council approves. Mayor Scott Keigley; thank you to People’s 
for the donation and for coming to Oronoco. 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 
1. Kelli Heyolt    35 9th Ave. NW     Garage 
2. Jaime Gaug     1340 W Center Street   Deck  

  
 

B. TASK LIST 
 

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 9-20-2010 
2. Emergency City Council Meeting – 9-24-2010 
3. Special City Council Workshop – 9-28-2010 

 
D. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable  
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda; Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second, all in favor, motion carried.  
Mayor Scott Keigley closed the meeting to go into closed session at 8:45pm. 

 
X. CLOSED SESSION 

  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to close the closed session at 9:00pm.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
 opened the regular City Council meeting at 9:00pm; the meeting was closed to discuss 
litigation,  Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 
  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to close the meeting at 9:00pm, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________                 ________________________ 
City Clerk                                                 Mayor 

 


