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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2007 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Mayor Scott Keigley opened the Council Meeting at 7:00PM. 
 
 
II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Mayor Scott Keigley, Counci lor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor 
Tom Novak, City Clerk Cheryl Nymann, City Attorney Tom Canan and members of the 
community. 

 Absent:  Counci lor Jackie Hall  
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Move Judy Ohly up on agenda after Ordinance & Resolutions 
 Cemetery Association in Public Forum 
 Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the agenda with additions, Mayor Scott 
 Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried.  
 
 
IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Tom Clayman, OCSO  
 Sgt. Tom Clayman, OCSO is the contact for DOGR this year, and will attend the meetings. 
  
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ John Stolp, Fire Chief 

1. Update on Meetings with Rochester Fire Department 
 John Stolp, Fire Chief, Mayor Scott Keigley had meetings with Rochester Fire Department, 

The City Administrator and Dave Kapper about servicing the City of Oronoco.  This is 
currently going to Rochester City Council.  

2. 1 Run  
3. New Member – Darren Flicek* 

That makes 20 members.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Darren 
Flicek pending background check approval and training, Mayor Scott second; all in 
favor, motion carried.    

4. Letter from PI Fire Department 
If Council has concerns on the letter, they may contact him.  There will be a meeting with 
the Fire Department on March 5th at 7PM. 

5. John Stolp, Fire Chief spoke of upcoming trainings and meetings. All firefighters will  receive 
hazmat training with the Rochester Fire Department, per their request. 
6. City Clerk Cheryl Nymann and Assistant Clerk Sandy Jessen will be attending the March 22nd 

training on blood borne pathogens and right to know as part of their safety training. 
  

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. December Calls:  7 Total; 4 Township, 3 City 
2. January Calls:  8 Total; 6 Township, 2 City 
3. Update Letter from Gwen – she is unable to attend   

 
 

D. EOC ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 
1. Radio Ordered* 
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City Clerk Cheryl Nymann has the bill.  Radio cost is from a state bid.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley motioned to pay $212. from EOC SF for radio, Counci lor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried.  

2. Sirens* 
3. Dennis Suggested having developers chip in cost of sirens.  They will be moving the one siren 

in Woodsview up to the top of the hill so it will cover more area.  Reviewed diagrams of 
current coverage, and additional sirens coverage that was completed by Jon Turk, Olmsted 
County EOC and Dennis Blanck, EOC Director.   

 
E. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

1. Dangerous Dog Ordinance* 
Canan spent time going through the samples, and Council would like his opinion on it.  The 
League version is more appropriate for small cities, but needs to be brought up to date.  Clerk 
Cheryl Nymann will contact Plainview catcher, and contact other area cities.    Sgt. Tom 
Clayman, OCSO suggested making sure this person is available to be called on nights and 
weekends. 

2. Ordinance Violation on Riverwood Drive SW* 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann & City Attorney Tom Canan discussed this issue.  Need to 
overhaul Home Occupation Ordinance.  The issue is parking of trailers violate existing 
ordinance.  No motion needed because it was previously.  The City will revisit the regular 
code of Ordinances and be consistent with it.      

3. City Wide Ordinance Violations 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will respond to the email stating that violations are responded to 
after a complaint is received. 
 

OLMSTED COUNTY SMOKING ORDINANCE (moved up on agenda) 
Judy Ohly thanked City Council for inviting her.  She supports Ordinance 100%.  Explained 
background and her research into the passage of this Ordinance.  If preemption stays in the state bill, 
then bars with ventilation systems don’t have to be smoke free.  Commissioner Ohly verified that 
the smaller Cities petition to not support this Ordinance was considered. 
 

F. PLANNING & ZONING 
1. P & Z Chairman Report* 

a) Recommendation on Munson/Hall Lot Split  (Resolution 07-02) 
Pa & Z stated it makes sense for this area.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve the Lot Split, Councilor Tom Novak second; Voice Vote, all in favor, 
motion carried.  Finding of facts:  best and most efficient use  

b) Recommendation on Munson/Hall Zone Change (Resolution 07-03) 
P & Z stated it makes sense for this to go to B-2.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
approve, Counci lor Kevin McDermott second; Voice Vote, all in favor, motion 
carried.   Finding of facts:  best and most efficient use, and in future land use plan, this 
property is in B2. 

c) Recommendation on New Member 
Two applications were considered, and P & Z are recommending Adam Brase.  This 
would make 6 people on the west side of town.  City Attorney Tom Canan stated that 
it is ill advised to have any developers to serve on P & Z.  Several complaints have 
been received and that there are so many on P & Z from west side.  Councilor Kevin 
McDermott motioned to send out a notice one more time to see if someone 
from the east side will put their hat into the ring.  Motioned died for lack of 
second. Councilor Tom Novak motioned to accept Adam Brase onto the P & Z 
Commission, Councilor Brian Breider second;  
 
AYES:  Councilor Tom Novak, Councilor Brian Breider, NAYES:  Mayor Scott 
Keigley Councilor Kevin McDermott; Tie vote, motion fails.   Councilor Kevin 
McDermott motioned to accept Adam Brase if no one steps forward before the 
next P & Z meeting, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried.  
Councilor Brian Breider motioned to send a mailing out to the east side 
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residents about the open position on P & Z, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried.   

2.  Letter from Bonestroo on Cedar Woodlands II* 
City Engineer said that there shouldn’t be any problems with the pipe in the future. 

3. Grace Lutheran Church Sign 
This came up on P & Z.  Steeplechase sign was turned down because our Ordinances don’t 
allow business sign if not on business owners property, and Olmsted County doesn’t put up 
trailblazing signs.  The church is asking to put a directional sign, which is 24 square feet, on 
private property (on Larry Stolp’s by the garage), between county row and the trees.  
Language in the Ordinance says that it has to be on the property.  What about if the 
property owner is a member of the church?  Existing Ordinance isn’t as specific as it should 
be.  Is the church a business?  Should they take the next step and fill out a building permit?  
Yes.  Councilor Brian Breider asked City Attorney Tom Canan to look at this issue and see if 
there is a precedence. 

4. Reply from Milestone Development on Whittington Acres* 
Mayor Scott Keigley moved this to closed session pending legal action. 

5. Riverwood Hills V Annexation* 
a) Agreement Signed 
b) Resolution 07-01 
Andrew Peters is here representing Dan Fitzpatrick.  Next phase will take the homes over 
the 150 mark for water tower.  The access road to RWHV will be coming off Olmsted 
County 12 (100th St) but will remain gravel until the next phase.  Councilor Tom Novak 
motioned to annex Phase V of RWH Councilor Brian Breider second; 
DISCUSSION:  Documentation on road completion will be with preliminary plat.  
Additional requirement (cost for electrical cost is not expected to rise per People’s 
Cooperative Services).  Voice Vote all in favor, motion carried.  

6. Summary of Applications 
 

F. COMMUNITY CENTER 
1. Lease with Oronoco Area History Center* 

City should limit the hours that they could be open.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
Hours of operation will not exceed hours of 6am and 10:30pm, Councilor Brian 
Breider second; all in favor, motion carried.  Clerk Nymann will make this addition. 
 

G. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE* 
 They will be meeting for 4 year review of City Clerk Cheryl Nymann.   
 
H. STREETS & ROADS 

Streets & Roads Committee will meet for discussion on roads will meet February 5th at 6pm at Stolp 
Construction Shop. 
 

I. HIGHWAY 52 
 
J. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair 

1. Lake Shady fees were reduced by Bonestroo. 
 

K. WATER & SEWER  
1. Letter from MDH*  
 The City will not be placed on the facility plan list. 
 
 

L. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Danny Ondler, DOGR Chair 
1. Will be making correction in by-laws to include a paid Administration position that is  to 

 be voted on by members. 
 

M. PARKS & TRAILS* ~ Matthew Jennissen, Parks & Trails Committee Chair  
1. Bill for Trees $1,955.00 (Special Funds)  
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The trees will be delivered by April 7th.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay bill for 
trees, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.  

2. River Park Pavilion  
a)  Remainder amount due is $2,154.02 
b) Repairs 
Doug from Pine Island will try to straighten out the pavilion because it is really crooked.  
Council asked what he Doug would do if it couldn’t be fixed.  Doug is confident that he can 
straighten it out.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the remainder $2154.82 to 
Rochester Lumber, Councilor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion 
carried.  

3. Adult Softball League – approve $75 League Fee 
The Adult League that the Oronoco team belongs to decided this year that they will supply 
their own umpires, soliciting volunteers.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay $75 for 
one team League fee, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion 
carried.  If Oronoco could get a second full roster, another League Fee would be needed.  
Also, there is continued interest in the youth league as well.  

4. MN Twins Grant 
Grant form submitted to Committee (matching for repair current or install of new).  Down 
the road, this grant could possibly be used for a new ballpark.   

5. Contract w/ DNR 
The City will be receiving a contract for this item.  
 

 
 

V. PUBLIC FORUM 
 
 NEIL STOLP, Secretary of the Cemetery Association 
 1. Mr. Stolp asked to hold their annual meting at the Community Center.  Mayor Scott Keigley  
  motioned to allow Oronoco Cemetery Association to meet here, Councilor Kevin   
  McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.  It will be March 23rd 1pm.   

2. Mr. Stolp asked for bow and arrow hunting in the cemetery because a herd of deer and a flock of 
turkeys trampling and eating flowers, etc.   The City does not allow hunting in City limits but may be 
able to make an exception.  House proximity to the cemetery was questioned.  Also, have to go 
through DNR for it.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will look into this and bring it back to the March 
Council meeting.  

3. Lights on bridge and ramps will be done this spring.  However, the County and Township do not 
 light intersections.  March 13th the Town Board has a meeting with County and MnDOT. 
 
JERRY LUBAHN, Oronoco Resident 
Mr. Lubahn discussed City Water and Sewer.  He suggested that the City put a big well on north side and put 
tower on top of the hill.  Council commented that the Water & Sewer committee now steering on ‘how’ of 
alternative systems; and invited him to attend a water and sewer committee meeting. 
 
LARRY STOLP, Oronoco Resident  
Mr. Stolp had a comment regarding the cemetery’s request to hunt.  He didn’t think that it shouldn’t be open 
to just anybody.  It should be for professional hunters and just a couple of people.  He realizes there are deer 
up there, but is thoroughly against opening the hunt up to just anybody.   

 
Brief recess called for at 8:47pm 
Reconvened at 9:00pm 
 
Annexation of Zumbro Hills Subdivision 
Councilor Brian Breider wanted an update on it, and asked what the plans were for it, and at what point they would be 
brought into the City limits.  Currently, the City has all the right to bring them in.  Residents can petition the City 
as well.  If Zumbro Hills gets annexed in, then the City should look at Cravath Addition as well.  Councilor Tom 
Novak suggested that if the City begins work on 3rd Avenue, the City should begin annexing in Zumbro Hills.  Fire 
Service is also an issue now as well.   
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VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

A. EMAIL FROM DAN FITZPATRICK* 
Mr. Fitzpatrick was sick and couldn’t attend meeting with Mayor Keigley, City Clerk Cheryl 
Nymann will put on next months agenda.  Mr. Fitzpatrick is still talking to Peoples’ on the lights.   

B. LETTER FROM ADMIN MN* 
No comment. 

C. FYI:  LETTER TO JOSH FITCH, LOSS CONTROL CONSULTANT, LMC INSURANCE TRUST*  
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann briefed Council on her letter to Mr. Fitch on Safety measures taken by 
the City. 

  
 
 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) 
Councilor Brian Breider cannot make the meeting next week.  He looked at what is on the list, and 
had a concern that if the CIP is a long term investment and there weren’t any water and sewer items 
on the Plan; he also asked for a timeframe on when the Plan would be done.  After the meeting next 
week, a public hearing can be scheduled, and then the CIP could possibly be approved.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley has been working with Rochester Councilor Nowicki on a roadway improvements program.  
Also, the City has to set policy on assessments (from here on out a plan needs to be in place, then 
the city doesn’t have to eat all the cost on the improvements).  Amount of assessment can’t exceed 
benefit of the improvement to the property.  Street Improvement District has options for 
assessments.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will pull the City Assessment Policy for Eyota, and get to 
Kevin and Scott.  LMC Handbook states in its’ Infrastructure Reserve Replacement Fund, and may 
annually levy property tax in support of the fund (Chapter 26 Sub 4c and SS 471.572).    

B. ANNEXATION OF ZUMBRO HILLS SUBDIVISION 
Discussed earlier.   

 
 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. BOARD OF APPEAL & EQUALIZATION – Councilor Tom Novak 

These meetings were in the middle of afternoon with only a weeks notice to them.  Kevin 
McDermott attended in Albert Lea. State Auditor will have more of these trainings this summer, but 
another Council member needs to attend it.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will notify when these 
meetings are advertised.  Councilor Kevin McDermott will be running this meeting in April. 

 B. OLMSTED COUNTY SMOKING ORDINANCE – County Commissioner Judy Ohly 
  Discussed earlier.   
 C. SHERIFF’S YOUTH PROGRAMS OF MINNESOTA ~ Rex Dolliver* 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to allow to place the machine in City Hall, Councilor 
Kevin McDermott second; DISCUSSION:  City Attorney Tom Canan setting a precedent for other  
 
 
non-profits to come in and set up.  Mayor Scott Keigley amended to do this for a trial of 6 
months on this.  AYES:  Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott NAYES: Councilor Tom Novak; motion carried.   

 
D. SET CLEAN UP DAY City Hall needs to begin confirming agencies for this day 

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to set it on May 5, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all 
in favor, motion carried.  

E.  CRUISIN’ TUNES FOR 4TH OF JULY Annual contract for the 4th of July* 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to reserve them, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in 
favor, motion carried.  

  
 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 
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A. BUILDING PERMITS 
1. Mark Adamson  820 Valley View Rd SW Basement Finish 
2. Fitzpatrick Construction 680 Valley View Rd SW Basement Finish 

B. MEETING MINUTES* 
 1. 1-17-2007 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
C. FINANCIALS* 

 1. MBIA Account Summaries 
 2. Transaction Detail by Account 
 3. Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds 
 4. Accounts Receivable 
 5. Transfers: $33,926.25 Debt Service (from GF to SCF) 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda with addition of the bill from Stolp 
Construction, Councilor Tom Novak second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
Mayor Scott Keigley moved into Closed Session to discuss a legal matter at 9:36PM.   
Reopened regular meeting at 10:13PM.  City has authorized City Attorney Tom Canan to send a letter to property 
owner on unresolved bills and response within 20 days. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 Mayor Scott Keigley Motioned to adjourn, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion 
 carried.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
______________________________   _________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor     Cheryl Nymann, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 


