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City of Oronoco 
Special City Council Update Workshop 

September 28, 2010 
9:00am 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The workshop convened at 9:00am. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 Members Present: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
 Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, City Engineer Joe Palen, Mike Sheehan from Olmsted County, and 
 Clerk Sandy Jessen.   
 

III. UPDATES ON MN AVE, ORONOCO DAM, & OTHER DAMAGES 
Discussion:  Mike Sheehan; the north pilings on the bridge are damaged, the dam will determine the 
length of time it will take to repair the bridge, it will be most likely to recommend to remove the dam, 
may be able to save part of the bridge.  The dam would need a permit to repair; the DNR may not 
allow it.  The dam would need to be repaired before the bridge.  City Engineer Joe Palen; there are a lot 
of issues with the dam and the spillway; the width of the spillway.  There are also historic and 
environmental factors to consider.  Discussion: If the dam were removed the process would be that the 
DNR would issue a permit and then once the dam was removed they could proceed with the bridge 
quickly.  If the dam were to be repaired / replaced there would need to be a complete hydraulic 
analysis. It is questionable if the bridge can be completed this year; if work is done on the dam may be 
12 -18 months.  Removing the dam is difficult; what would Lake Shady look like and land ownership 
comes into question. With FEMA; the State, County, DNR, and City; use leverage for funding that 
would be acceptable to Oronoco Residents.  The county and the city don’t have the funds. Need to 
look at the process, the permitting, factor in the improvements that need to be funded. There is a 
Special Session the second week of October.  Confident that the bridge can get replaced; the DNR will 
not permit to repair the dam back the way it was.  It would need to be built to handle an appropriate 
event. The DNR is advocating trying to remove dams; it’s environmentally sensitive.  One of the pilings 
on the dam is believed to be broke off; it’s fortunate the north section is still there.  The current bridge 
would be sufficient if the dam was not there.  MNDOT may come today with their snooper.  The water 
is still up. The north end pilings will need to be redone; have been checking the bridge deck and will be 
looking at estimates.  A decision can’t be made on the bridge until a decision is made on the dam.  
Stewartville was similar and it looks nice now; it will cost dollars either way.  It is not clear who would 
own the land; there would have to be rehab work on the banks.  The DNR has jurisdiction on the 
riverways. The city should work with the DNR and Attorney General on the ownership issue.  At 
3:00pm today there is a meeting with the County Board and the DNR.  This week they may start to 
bring in fill; to allow for equipment to be placed.  A decision should be made within a day or two; meet 
with the DNR and get more information / recommendation.  Possibly meet after the 3:00pm meeting. 
Should get assessment for removal of the dam and restoration upstream and have it ready for FEMA.  
The County will take the lead on bridges; make sure there is no scouring.  FEMA looked at homes 
yesterday and will be back today for structures.  Within the next 48 hours there should be bridge costs; 
the dam complicates it. 
The 3:00pm meeting will be attended by Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor 
Brian Breider, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  An additional meeting for tonight may need to be called. 
 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 
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______________________                _____________________      
City Clerk                                                      Mayor 
 
 
 


