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City of Oronoco 
Special City Council Meeting Agenda 

June 3, 2010 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Councilor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Paul Briggs, 
Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, and City Engineer Joe Palen.  Absent: Mayor Scott Keigley, 
and Councilor Jackie Hall. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve the agenda Councilor Paul Briggs second; Councilor 
Brian Breider all in favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Vehicle Maintenance $3300; trucks have been worked on the last few days 
this was approved in the budget; but was not brought forward to CC prior to ordering the repairs.  Fire 
Department is requesting approval of the maintenance cost.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned 
to approve the $3300, Councilor Brian Breider second; Discussion:  this seems to be a reoccurring 
theme, the city needs to have a chat and follow procedure.  It needs to be brought to the attention as 
positions change. The Fire Department operates under the city, the Fire Relief has their own codes; the 
Raffle is Fire Relief it doesn’t go the city.  Councilor Kevin McDermott will reiterate at the next meeting 
to have expenses approved.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

V. GATHERING PERMIT: Final Stretch Triathlon; it will be held on the 20th of June from 9:00 to 10:30 
am and would run the same course as in the past few years.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned 
approved the triathlon permit, Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion: it is the same group as 
last year, they are aware of the road construction in progress. All in favor, motion carried. 

 
VI. WATER PROJECT 

 Meter Bids:  only one bid came in at a total of $38,474.25 for the meter reading receiver at 
$9618.75, 150 meters at $181.69 each ($27,253.50 total), and 300 connection fittings at $5.34 
each ($1602.00 total) pricing includes tax. The other supplier didn’t think that they could 
deliver the product in time so they didn’t propose a bid. There were multiple quotes solicited 
and only one came in so there should be no issue with PFA. The city will charge for the meter 
and will pay for them. The only funding used will be for the meter reader. Councilor Brian 
Breider this should have probably done sooner so we would have had more bids.  Are the 
meters being staged ; can be they are small and will fit downstairs  Councilor Paul Briggs 
motioned to accept Dakota Supply Group for the purchase of the meters, Councilor Brian 
Breider second; all in favor, motion carried.  Discussion: the software works with our fund 
accounting and the meters will be in within a week. The hand held is out four to six weeks and 
looking at initiating the water system in August. RWH would like to get on line as soon as 
possible. 

 Resident Informational Letter; nearly ready to send to the assessed areas. Councilor Paul 
Briggs; it is very well put together.  Councilor Brian Breider; the hook up time is it 2-5 years. We 
should encourage sooner than later.  Councilor Paul Briggs; it is a complex issue; I would like to 
see it moved up substantially.  Some residents that abut neighbors with septic and water issues 
have a situation that could be catastrophic to some of the neighbors. Discussion: Councilor 
Kevin McDermott is everyone comfortable with putting the letter out as is?  Councilor Brian 
Breider: correct the price of the meter typo page 3 section d. correct to $195.  We’ve talked 
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about using Gold Rush dollars; but how do you manage it, we will have to rely on the residents 
to get it done.  The letter lists possible funding ideas.  Rob Matthias with OCHRA is willing do 
meetings for residents to explain the programs.  There is the USDA loan and grant program; 
they would probably come and talk to people.  Floyd Whitaker takes care of the Olmsted Soil 
and Water Conservation District.  The complexity of going on private property and the liability 
involved;  Councilor Kevin McDermott: take out clean water legacy funding. City Engineer Joe 
Palen; page 2 the deadline is stated as August 1, 2015 which is the 5 year timeline. Councilor 
Paul Briggs motioned to amend the Ordinance to 2.5 years for hook up. Motion dies for lack 
of a second.   

 Ordinance Revision Suggestions 
 Allowed piping:  Ordinance reads:  Type K copper tubing or approved equal shall be 

used. Is it necessary to change the Ordinance to include the actual listing of PVC or is it 
sufficient as is. Discussion: Is there a permit required? Yes. If Byron thinks its equal then 
there is no problem.  If it is private property it would be their expense.  If there is a leak it 
would not reach the meter and the water would leak into the ground. Rather than say use 
copper or “approved equal”; say “pvc with a tracer wire.”  Everything they do needs to 
meet the building code. If you specify down the line they may come out with something 
better and then it could not be used. City Engineer Joe Palen; most cities do specify. 
Attorney Fred Suhler; at this point it is a non issue. City Engineer Joe Palen; should 
include a need for a locate wire if not using copper. Councilor Brian Breider; RWH had 
to have the copper.  City Engineer Joe Palen; copper prices have gone up and the city has 
used poly ethylene and Ellingson has already installed some homes, do you specify a 
material that is double the price?  In the letter it states to include a tracer wire.  As far as 
the Ordinance goes what would need to be done to tweak it?  Include more specific info 
on what would be acceptable but if you leave it, who decides.   Attorney Fred Suhler: you 
cal allow specific only or can say approved equal and define who stipulates it. City 
Engineer Joe Palen: Use copper, HDP and PVC with a tracer wire. There are different 
thickness and ratings for HDP and PVC; it is difficult to understand. Attorney Fred 
Suhler: The letter and the Ordinance are appropriate.  Discussion: Deadline to connect?  
Take out the 2015 deadline the 2-5 years was to give time for those with newer wells to 
get some use out of them. More will probably connect than we think.  There are more that 
need this that don’t; the cost may prohibit some of them. The City will need to send out 
letters and track when the time runs out; how do you police it?  The city may need a court 
order. When a well goes bad you want it tomorrow and their already paying for it.  
Maybe explain that it’s good to connect and cap the well; Have the 2-5 years and City 
Council is entertaining shortening the deadline to 3 years. Due to growing health 
concerns. City council can look at it again within the next few months when a full City 
Council is present. It needs to be factual and accurate; change the meter price correction, 
and the 5 year will be reconsidered, change to; is under consideration due to public health 
and septic setback requirements.  Although at the present time it allows residents to wait 
several years; the Downtown needs it the most and then they have to connect and with the 
permits and the sealing of the well it becomes a hardship.  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to send out the resident letter with the noted changes and post it on the 
website Councilor Paul Briggs second; Discussion: send to assessed area. All in favor. 
Motion carried. 

 Well sealing timeline:  Do to possible contamination the Water & Sewer Committee is 
recommending to set a timeline to require the sealing of wells within a certain amount of 
time.  The state and county require the sealing of wells but do not set a time frame that it 
needs to be completed. Downtown residents are limited with the setback requirements, 
A has a septic issue and B has a well issue; the adjacent property can’t make their 
improvement until the neighbor seals their well. The city should set a timeline to 
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abandon the well.  Do to hardship City Council approved the 2-5 years to connect.  The 
Clean Water Act there is an opportunity for a $10,000 max grant per year: the 
complications are how you give out money for private property but there are two wells 
that will need to be sealed at the city.  Councilor Brian Breider; was this included in the 
original bids; the costs just keep going up. Discussion: The permit is $300; a letter has 
been sent to request a reduced rate.  There shouldn’t be a problem to set a timeline to 
seal the well. The other factor is where a well needs a sealed; will the real estate market 
cause it to take care of this itself.  If you set forth a 5 year requirement; you could add 
that if you’re impacting the neighbor and they petition the city they would be made to 
hook up. The county forces them to seal the well but doesn’t have a set time limit.  
Recommend 6 months for the sealing of the well.  Have the 5 year hook up; add that if 
the existence of the well hinders the neighbor to upgrade their septic and they petition 
the city, they would be forced to hook up within one year.  Or just allow the 2-3 years. 
When it was presented to the public there was a 2-5year window do to hardships. The 
initial assessments were $6200 and were dropped in half; so there is a savings.  
Assessments have already been made; make it 2-3 years up to 5 with a hardship, and 
set up criteria that would affect it. Does the city know where there are issues that they 
can’t improve their septic?  No that evaluation has not been done.  Gopher septic did a 
limited study a few years ago.  If the five year requirement is changed would it require a 
public hearing? It would have to be published. Assessments can be paid off in time; 
wonder if the city could finance the cost and then have it paid off as an assessment; 
once a year assess the cost of the affected area. Then have one well company come and 
go through and seal them.  There is an issue of entering private property. The county 
authority preempts city authority.  They will probably not allow the sealing to wait too 
long.  Six months allows a resident some time to save up for the cost.  Councilor Paul 
Briggs motioned to amend the City Ordinance to include 6 months to seal the well; 
Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion: add to informational letter. Per City 
Ordinance well sealing must be completed within 6 months of disconnection from the 
private well and connection to the private system.  All in favor motion carried. 

 
VII. STREET BIDS:   

 Overall low bid was Rochester Sand and Gravel ($23,284.75) with the following breakdown: 
 Community Center Parking Lot: Mill Bituminous Pavement $328, 1.5 in Type LV 4 overlay 

$5385, and bituminous for tack $76.00, for a total of $5789.00. 
 Timberline Drive:  Excavation $1435, saw cut bituminous $132, base prep $471.50,Class C 

base $2065, 2in Type LV3 non wearing course $4095,  1.5in wearing course $3333.75, topsoil 
$585, and turf restoration $675 for a total of $12,792.25 

 1st Street NE:  remove bituminous $874, saw cut bituminous $465, mill pavement $435, 2in 
Type LV3 non wearing course $1207.50, 1.5in Type LV 3 wearing course $966, and 1.5in Type 
LV overlay $756, with a total of $4703.50 
A couple of years ago a bid was received for the cc which was very high and has been put off 
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to go with Rochester sand and gravel to do the repairs, 
Councilor Kevin McDermott second; discussion: used some from the general fund and some 
from the turnback money.  All in favor motion carried. Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned 
to use the $5789 from street maintenance and the balance from the turnback money, 
Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor motion carried. 

 
VIII. BILLS TO PAY  

Councilor Brian Breider motioned to approve the bills Councilor Kevin McDermott second; 
all in favor motion carried. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT   

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn at 8:45pm, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all 
in favor, motion carried. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________                ________________________              
City Clerk                                                     Mayor 

 


