
City of Oronoco  
Special City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 23, 2010 

6:30 pm 
 

A. Call To Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 
 
B. Roll Call 
 Members Present:  Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Mayor Scott 
 Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Attorney Fred Suhler, Clerk Sandy Jessen, and City 
 Engineer Joe Palen.  Absent: Councilor Jackie Hall. 
 
C.  Phase II Water Distribution Improvement Schedule  

Discussion:  Mayor Scott Keigley; moving ahead on the project will be a burden on city 
staff, information should have been provided sooner, there are concerns of how this will 
affect the tax base, the timing for this project is bad, although funding is available for 
1.2% doesn’t mean we should jump at it.   
Councilor Brian Breider; this project was back burnered from past meetings, he has 
offered to help staff, information was in the packets, city projects will need to be 
prioritized.  Phase I received large savings and prior to that, the city was moving ahead. 
Councilor Paul Briggs: a utility will not affect the tax base, it can come back to bite you, 
but it would be unfortunate to look in hind sight, this is a onetime shot, and we will 
never qualify for this funding again and would end up paying 4.5%. The ARRA funding 
received for Phase I covers this project. The project should move forward. The city can 
back out of the project at a later time.   
Councilor Brian Breider; we can request volunteers to help with the work load and he is 
willing to get involved and assist and march down the list of deadlines. 
Councilor Kevin McDermott: has a concern as well with overburdening the staff with the 
following issues:  Lake Shady, funding; who knows what funding will come through, the 
other two issues are the litigations, and there is concern with it all. He doesn’t want to 
see us get over our head.  Financially understands the cheap money, concerned also with 
the city staff work load.  If this takes us over and above, where do we go from here; if 
we burden staff too much, they’ve earned time off; don’t want to see them not be able to 
take time because of the work load.  There will only be a few councilors sitting here with 
the decision after this year; the other two members will be gone.  There is someone who 
has shown an interest for council, but has concerns about the city as well.  With the 
flood recovery, the two litigations, and the starting of water and training the next month 
it is quite overbearing. 
Attorney Fred Suhler:  litigation will be late February unless a judgment summary is 
issued prior to, the other case we don’t have a timeline.  The Rucker case won’t be until 
probably next summer; we should be over the hump.  There are communities that are 
growing and those that are not.  The problems of how to pay for the new stuff and 
People’s Coop may help that. It is better than losing growth.   
City Engineer Joe Palen: requested for the county to provide a parcel spreadsheet.  The 
County has not responded as of yet, the notice is ready to go, mailings need to go out 
December 2nd, and the hearing would be December 16th.  There is a project timeline.  The 
estimated costs are 1.7 million; $ 7000 approximately for each home.  Debt service 
minus assessments with 1.5% interest would have a $ 54000 payment a year. With the 
water rate structure at $22.5 per month, per user, once all homes are connected; it will 
bring $27000 per year. That assumes all the users are connected depending on the 



allowable hook up time.  There is a process that is needed to let people know what’s 
going on. January, February, and March is what we have to get all the steps completed; it 
will be a push to get it done. The proposed schedule:  the public hearing December 16 
and December 20 to vote to move forward. 
 Attorney Fred Suhler; can pull plug at advertisement of bids or if the bids come into 
high.  There are controls in the process.   
Mayor Scott Keigley; what is the cost to get to that point? City Engineer Joe Palen; 
presentation would be 8-12 hours of time.  
It will be held at the Lutheran Church, Sandy has it set up.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to not move forward with the water distribution at this time.  Motion died 
for lack of a second. 

• Woodsview 
• Resolution 10-19:  Councilor Kevin McDermott introduced resolution 10-19 

receiving the preliminary report and calling for the public hearing on the 
Phase II Water Distribution Improvements:  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to move forward with Resolution 10-19,  Councilor Paul Briggs 
second;  discussion: there has not been enough planning.  Voice Vote: ayes; 
Councilor Paul Briggs Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, 
nayes; Mayor Scott Keigley, Motion passes. 

D. Water Rates; add 3% to bill starting the beginning of the year.  
 

E. Flood Victims 
• Permit Fees waived (variances?):  should fees be waived for variances.  

Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to waive the fee for variances Mayor Scott 
Keigley second; Attorney Fred Suhler; you can regulate your own zoning fees. 
Councilor Paul Briggs friendly amendment to the motion: flood affected 
victims only, all in favor, motion carried. 

• Dumpsters:  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to go through Sunshine 
Sanitation for the dumpsters for additional debris removal, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second; discussion: Pat McGovern will also round up volunteers if 
we are short of help.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
F. Personnel 

• New Hire:  interviews last Tuesday one had qualifications in all areas, would 
like to offer to Cain Dolan the position and we need to have a discussion on pay. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to hire Cain Dolan, Councilor Paul Briggs 
second; discussion:  pay? $13 per hour is not out of line for this candidate, all in 
favor motion carried.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to offer Cain $13 at this 
time, Councilor Brian Breider second, discussion:  in the right range for part 
time, can look at required hours next year all in favor, motion carried.  Start 
January 3rd. 

• Calling List:   
Gary at Seaforth Electric said up to 8 can be assigned. Discussion: does the 
alarm give you a message, a call with a message so you know who to call?  If you 
get the call what is the action; a call or would you need to do something? There 
would be a code.  Todd from Bonestroo would be on the list, three or four 
numbers would be sufficient.  City Hall Office, to Tim cell, to Tim home, to Cain, 
to Paul, to Kevin, to the new CC members and then can determine who would 
need to be called.   Emergency calls only, Gary’s and Todd’s numbers would be 
at the well house as well as Mark Thein’s, City Engineer Joe Palen would be on 
too. An error code would relayed and instruction given.   Is the software coded 
to cancel the code and not move to next on the list? It is assumed so. They will 



eventually have an on call schedule.  A minimum of a two hour pay for a call out.  
Have all council listed prior to going to engineers.   

 
G. Unpaid Bills Detail 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the bills, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; 
all in favor, motion carried. 
 

H. Adjournment 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn, Councilor Kevin McDermott second, all in 
favor, motion carried. 7:24. 


