City of Oronoco
BOARD OF APPEAL & EQUALIZATION 
PUBLIC HEARING

April 19, 2011 7:00PM

I.
CALL TO ORDER


The Board of Appeal and Equalization Public Hearing was called to Order at 7:00pm.
II.
ROLL CALL


Present: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
Nathan Hartung, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Absent: Councilor Skyler Breitenstein 
III.
RESIDENT CONCERNS:


Erv Devlaeminck at 30 MN Ave South; estimated market value and the taxable value are now the 
same: the market value has declined and the taxes are the same amount. Why didn’t taxable value 
go down?  In  2010 the taxable value was sunseted and now the taxable value and market value are 
the same.  It used to be that the taxable value adjusted to market more slowly so taxes wouldn’t 
fluctuate as much. 

Hiram Pettey at 815 5th Street NW: he has a 7 acre parcel, the change was 3000 % .  Kathy Freddy 
has been out and looked at it.  It was valued at $2500 and it is now listed as buildable and was put 
at $89,600, there would need to be an easement given from the neighbor to be accessible.  It is 
buildable but the access would be difficult.  Councilor Nathan Hartung has seen similar property 
selling at $3500 per acre.  Or look at part of it as buildable for $65,000. Councilor Doug Gillard 
would like to see it at about $30,000.  Lots are being discounted everywhere.  The classification 
has been changed to R1 vacant land from originally being ag.  Hiram would be willing to rezone 
to commercial.  Councilor Paul Briggs it can be buildable, it’s not easy access, look at 40 to 45 
range.  
$44,500 is substantiated.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to change the value to 
$44,500 Councilor Nathan Hartung second; Ayes: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul 
Briggs, Councilor Nathan Hartung, Nayes: Councilor Doug Gillard, motion carried.

Lance Sorenson: outlot 1, block 1, 115 1st Ave.  4.31 acre parcel went down to $86,000.


Roger Wells 140 6th Lane NE:  lot 7, block 1, 4.52 acres: neighbor sold this last year for $226,000 
square footage was similar; his is valued at $320,000.  There is a second house that is listed at 
$189,000 for two years and hasn’t sold. There is no water or sewer and they are not even on the 
same electric grid.  He listed some other homes for sale that are listed less than his. The home next 
to him was a short sale it was assessed at $289,000.  Roger has a two story and the neighbors is 1 
¼ stories.  It was lowered approximately $30,000 if the last few years. He also has 4.5 acres were 
the neighbor was 3.5 acres.  The county is about a year behind in values.  The county can be 
contacted if there are questions on the assessed values.
IV.
ADJOURNMENT


Mayor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn at 7:52pm, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                          
      Mayor
Respectfully Submitted:

____________________________________

_______________________________

Mayor Kevin McDermott  




Sandra Jessen, Clerk/Treasurer
