March 16, 2011Regular CC Meeting


City of Oronoco

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
March 16, 2011 @ 7:00PM

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Kevin McDermott called meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
II. ROLL CALL  
Present: Councilor Mayor Kevin McDermott; Councilor Skyler Breitenstein; Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Doug Gillard, City Attorney Fred Suhler; City Engineer Joe Palen; City Clerk Sandra Jessen; Tim Redepenning, Public Works; Asst. City Clerk Meri Pittelkow. Absent: Nathan Hartung. 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
· Additions: Add Peoples Coop to part IV;

· Garbage bids: moved up as Sandy needs to leave after public forum.

Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to approve the agenda with additions; Councilor Briggs: Seconds; all in favor, motion carries.
IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
No public forum.
V. NEW BUSINESS



Garbage Hauler Bids. Discussion regarding Gold Rush trash needs.  Councilor Paul 
Briggs: length of contract? 

Sandy: generally 3 yrs. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Violia is lowest bid, also provides price increases not to 



exceed 2.5% per yr. Mayor Kevin McDermott: wants to bring up that whoever we choose we would like an 


emergency contact as when flood of 2010 occurred, City could not reach anyone - we had to contact someone 


else. Geno from Violia said he brought cards with his cell number, stated he just took over and will not happen 

again. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Motion to accept Violia bid. Councilor Paul Briggs:  Motion 




seconded. All in favor, motion carries. Geno: will coordinate w/ Sandy.

VI. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow not here
1. Contract 1st Quarter Payment: $10,789.25 

Mayor Kevin McDermott notes this is part of contract.
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief
1. Runs – 6 (one carbon monoxide call, the rest EMS assists)
2.  Sending 8 people to the MN State Fire/EMS/Rescue school in Rochester April 2nd & 3rd
3.  Minnesota Energy Resources Corp is coming for our next training night (3/28). Is our year to hold 
it. Will advise how to handle gas leaks, etc.
4.  Sending multiple people to basic and advanced Skywarn spotter training March and April. 
Attended March 14 class in Rochester. Two members will be attending advanced Skywarn class in 
Stewartville.
5. Received new pants/boots/gloves. Waiting on the jackets; sent them back because the 
name was 
not on them.
6.  Hosted the Wabasha County Mutual Aide meeting on March 9th. Good turnout.
7.  Nice turnout for our spaghetti feed "friend raiser". Worked out well, positive comments and nice 
profit. Will be donating $400 SE MN Red Cross. 
8. Garage door opener bill: Will obtain approval when exceeding spending limit in future.
9. Rec’d FEMA $13,500 grant: will be purchasing gear washer and gear dryer as well as 5 sets of 
gear. Will now have entire dept in new gear. 
10.
We have to match $675 of this (5%). Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to pay match of $675, Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion seconded, all in favor, motion carries.

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director

1. Runs – 9 runs: 7 township & 2 city: majority weather related accidents.
2. Wednesday, March 9th 1st Responder classes will be complete: will have 7 newly trained 1st Responders. 
3. In process of writing grant for 5 new pagers – new style (5).
D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. Provided Emergency Management Handbook for reference so everyone will be on same page re: 


emergency procedures and contacts.

2.  Regarding downed trees, advised call LEC & page out to Oronoco Fire Dept.
3. 5,000 Sandbags received; township was billed for their portion. Talked to Kevin Torgerson, rain is 

expected and water to rise. Get sand and have in place. Doesn’t foresee anything like 2010 flood, 


however if we do, advise to bag SE side Center St as most homes there are set for demo already. 


Sandbagging on South side will protect homes on North side as well. Do we want to do this as a 


precautionary measure? Mayor Kevin McDermott:  I would like input on being proactive – do we 

want to watch it? Do we want to have sandbags put up by the city shop? For our citizens, we are 


here to do whatever we can to protect them. Discussion re: obtaining and storing sand. Mayor 



Kevin McDermott: have it delivered tomorrow and put it at the shop, then it is there; I am ok with 

that. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to order 2 loads and have dumped at city 





maintenance shop. Councilor Briggs: Seconds motion. All in favor, motion carries. Discussion 

re: monitoring of water levels. City Engineer Joe Palen: keep the emergency manual close by as it 

contains emergency contact sheet (updated); keep one at Fire Hall one at City Hall.
4. Tarps- recommended to purchase for proper sandbagging- Councilor Briggs: as what was used at 


Stolp’s Cove. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Was that Bisqueen? Talk to me (Mayor Kevin 





McDermott) at meeting tomorrow and we can approve that - $500 – let me know the length.
E. PERSONNEL
1. Meeting Update: Parks

a. Oronoco Park water connection update – Starting on 3-10 – Tim Redepenning, City Public 




Works: done.
b. New benches for RP & River Wood Hills parks – Cain built.
c. Music Festival – July 23 – Kyle Ketterman, will get more updates as we go.
d.
Sell JD 1420 & Toro 345, purchase second Zero Turn mower. Councilor Paul Briggs: 



wants to wait on motion till we know what it is.
e. New Park
2.
Gold Rush: Expectations of Staff.  DOGR will discuss what is needed. Mayor Kevin McDermott: 





These discussions are ongoing. We will be able to clarify over next meetings.
3.
STS & Community Service Crews – STS now $35 per day. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Use at our 







discretion on an as needed basis.

4.
Community Center

a. Office hours change – Recommend 9-3:30pm M- Th, and 9-1 on Friday. Councilor Paul 


Briggs: Notes late Wednesday hours were set on a trial basis, now with council meeting on 


Wednesdays is making long day for staff. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: yes, this is fair. 


Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to approve change of office hours, Councilor Paul 


Briggs: Seconded. All in favor, motion carries.
b. Billboard sign options: post “Visit WWW.ORONOCO.COM  or stop at City Hall for public 

meeting schedules”  “Visit  WWW.ORONOCOTOWNSHIP.COM or stop at City Hall for 


public meeting schedules” – discussion. Mayor Kevin McDermott gave a directive that 


this was acceptable.
c. City Hall & OFD water connection update – will be completed this spring 
d. Office space for Maintenance – a desk was made for Cain
e. Farmer’s Market, Julie Pendergrass.  Insurance issues: liability to use city property. City 


Attorney Fred Suhler: liability fairly high. Julie Pendergrass: vendors all to provide 




certificate of insurance like Gold Rush? Mayor Kevin McDermott: we have separate policy 

for Gold Rush through OFD and Gold Rush vendors do have own certificates of insurance. 

Julie Pendergrass: I am meeting with Karen Corbin (coordinates Rochester Farmer’s market) 

so will have more information next meeting. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: According to 


our ordinances no formal process is required just permission from council.
5. General Maintenance & Grounds

a. Add Maintenance & Grounds Department or Public Works to Council Agenda for their own 


listing. Mayor Kevin McDermott: overall thought Public Works more in line & covers 




everything. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to make Public Works new 
department 


heading. Councilor Paul Briggs: Seconds the motion. All in favor, motion carries.
b.
Credit Card & Gas Card for Cain – recommended; also set purchase limits of $500 for Tim 


Redepenning, City Public Works and $300 for Sandy on single item purchases. Councilor 



Paul 
Briggs: this is typically done after 6 months of employment, however is time 





consuming and this 
would be more efficient. Cain is exceptional. Councilor Skyler 




Breitenstein: Also, Cain is not a 
stranger to the City. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to 


approve credit card & gas card for 
Cain. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Seconds the 


motion, motion carries. Mayor Kevin 
McDermott: Motion to increase limit to $500 



for Tim Redepenning, City Public Works 
Department, and increase limit to $300 for 


City Clerk Sandra Jessen. Councilor Paul Briggs: 
Seconds motion. All in favor, 




motion carries.
c. Pickup & Dump box option for City Truck; Pickup is $16,975 and dump box is $3365 plus 

tax. Mayor 
Kevin McDermott: to help eliminate additional labor around community is 


efficient – good 
research done on this, doesn’t rust, is durable & transferable. Tim 



Redepenning, City Public Works 
is going to inspect vehicle. Mayor Kevin McDermott: 

Motion to approve polymer dump box, 
Councilor Paul Briggs: Seconds motion. All in 

favor, motion carries. Will come out of CIP.
d. Diesel transfer tank for pick up – approximately $500; to purchase instead of using gas cans. 


Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to approve purchase of Diesel transfer tank for pick 


up after purchase of truck. Councilor Paul Briggs: Seconds motion. All in favor, 




motion passes.
6. Water System 

a. Status of operation & repairs – pipe change is complete. City Engineer Joe Palen: a bit of a 



surprise. Slight bend in pipe segment, could not see, small wedge was fabricated and 




inserted, all 
work completed.
b. Automated System; Supervisory Control & Data Acquisition (SCADA) – approximately 



$7500; it 
would allow monitoring from a computer. Tim Redepenning, City Public Works: 


this is 
preliminary FYI only at this time.
c. Curb stop repairs – City responsibility & liability – will discuss in S & W below.
d. Chlorination of system – checking into options. Tim Redepenning, City Public Works: so far 


so good. City Engineer Joe Palen, not a requirement but vast amount of cities are 






chlorinated. 
Discussion on over-chlorination. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott: requests break. 8:15pm.

Mayor Kevin McDermott: Call back to order 8:23pm.
7. Training

a. Cain: passed MN DNR certified tree inspector test

b. Tim Redepenning, City Public Works: Attended tree inspector re-certification

c. Tim Redepenning, City Public Works/Cain: LMC loss control workshop on April 19th
d. Cain: Schedule test for Pesticide Applicator License  

8. Other Items- Wildflowers for lakebed next to Oronoco Park. Discussion, City Engineer Joe Palen: 

is part of restoration of lakebed. Councilor Paul Briggs: Evelyn asking about temporary situation. 


City Engineer Joe Palen: wildflowers take years to become established. Not money well spent in 


near term. Mayor Kevin McDermott: will pass information on to Evelyn.
9. Set next meeting date –1st Wednesday of each month at 5:00pm will be the regularly scheduled 


meetings. 
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS
1. Oronoco Voluntary Acquisition Program Plan – Resolution 11-2
A grant agreement with the State of MN Homeland Security and Emergency Management and the DNR for the complete buyout of the flooded homes. Mayor Kevin McDermott reads Resolution into record. Discussion as to who is administering – SEMCOR? – Mayor Kevin McDermott: FEMA, MN DNR. Councilor Doug Gillard: who sets FMV? City Engineer Joe Palen: It is 110% of preflood appraised value. Councilor Doug Gillard: most people would accept that. Councilor Paul Briggs, we have to approve in order for it to work. City Engineer Joe Palen: Affects 20 homes in Olm Co – 6 in Oronoco. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: city is responsible for closing costs; we are assuming the land so that is our share of it. Language is inclusive of RE fees being born by the seller. Councilor Doug Gillard: 1%.  City Attorney Fred Suhler: legal costs involved with someone selling us property: deed, satisfaction of mortgage, recording fees, title update. Would be miniscule - $100. Councilor Doug Gillard: costs we are going to have to bear it sound like. Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion to approve Oronoco Voluntary Acquisition Program Plan, Resolution 11-2. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Seconds motion. Voice vote: Ayes: Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein. Nays: None. Absent: Councilor Nathan Hartung. All in favor, motion carries. 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Lynn Benrud, Dan Ondler
Meeting Minutes – February 16, 2011. Lynn Benrud, Dan Ondler not present.
Mayor Kevin McDermott: discussed enforcing peddlers permit, increasing Carol’s pay, bill board. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Discussion regarding Peddler’s Permit and Gold Rush. City Attorney Fred Suhler: you need to treat them the way you treat anyone else; you need to take the position of treating them fairly, can’t treat them differently than GR vendors: don’t get into position where city will be criticized for treating GR differently then anyone else. Mayor Kevin McDermott: city is collecting $50 permit fee, but problem trying to solve is this: expenses on Gold Rush are not being recouped by $50 permit, so we have gained no money. City Attorney Fred Suhler: you are right, not an exact science, no way to keep people out of town and keep it exclusive. Councilor Doug Gillard: all we want to do is enforce what is on books. City Attorney Fred Suhler: yes, the concern is the perception that it is it is enforced for some and not others. We should encourage successful Gold Rush, but we cannot pick winners & losers. Councilor Doug Gillard: how are other city sponsored festivals structured? City Attorney Fred Suhler: typically there is an organization given privileges by city, and that organization is responsible for paying city as Rochester Fest does. Some organizations use some parts of public property. Mayor Kevin McDermott: is there something we are not doing that they are? City Attorney Fred Suhler: the problem you are talking about here is different; it’s about private property owners getting a piece of the deal. Mayor Kevin McDermott: if the city granted Gold Rush an umbrella – City Attorney Fred Suhler: cannot delegate police power to private organization. Councilor Doug Gillard: aren’t we requiring everyone at Farmers Market to have a peddlers permit? City Attorney Fred Suhler: yes, there are variations in every city. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: do you see anything regarding the ordinance as written now that needs to change with regard to Farmers Market? City Attorney Fred Suhler: not really sure what Julie Pendergrass has in mind. Need to hear from her, then will know if we need to change something.
H. PARKS & TRAILS* 

1. Meeting Minutes– March 7, 2011

$75 sponsorship for Women’s softball. Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion to approve $75 sponsorship 
for Women’s softball. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Seconds motion. All approved, motion 
carries.
2. Oronoco Park retaining wall repair; recommend STS to repair. 
3. Three porta potties; call for bids – Councilor Paul Briggs: Put out for bid.
4. Maintenance & mowing of Riverwood Hills Park. Mayor Kevin McDermott: leave up to Tim 
Redepenning, City Public Works’ discretion. 
5. Canoe landing flood damage; request repair from the DNR. Councilor Paul Briggs: do we know if 
canoe landing is in report? City Engineer Joe Palen: was not to his knowledge but not owned by city. 
Councilor Paul Briggs: is owned by city, is city right of way, is too late to request? City Engineer Joe 
Palen: FEMA moved out, referred to MPLS, what is extent of damage? Councilor Paul Briggs: not the 
landing itself but the approach is not safe. City Engineer Joe Palen: we had applied for funds for 
cleanup downstream where homes were damaged, we can expend that? Is Sandy aware of this? Maybe 
she and City Engineer Joe Palen can get together on it. Justin has a business there; maybe our 
insurance will cover if FEMA doesn’t. City Engineer Joe Palen: Sandy & I will talk.
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair, not present.

 Councilor Paul Briggs: Please note to make sure information is being passed back to Parks as there are many qualified people on that board. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Yes, I had lengthy discussions with them after the Charette.
1. Charrette Update: City Engineer Joe Palen: 30 people attended. Dam removal discussion, river 
restoration, lakebed sediment restoration near and long-term, expansion of park. Next public meeting 
April 4, may want to get out advance notice. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: question regarding Project 
Oversight Committee. Is that to form more of a picture of the park as it should become? City Engineer 
Joe Palen: we are proceeding with that as primary focus, long term issues are numerous and challenges 
exist with that. City Engineer Joe Palen to Councilor Paul Briggs: Contact Judy regarding county 
board concerns.
2. Project Oversight Committee: Need three council members
J. COMMUNITY CENTER*
1. Shop / City Buildings; update: Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to do away with this. Roof not to 
specs. Councilor Paul Briggs: Need to table, is still being researched. Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion 
to table. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Seconds motion. All on favor, motion carries.
2. 4th of July: last year approximately $5600.00, contract for fireworks is $4680 April. Councilor Paul 
Briggs motion to approve $4680, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein seconds, all approve, motion 
carries.
3. NNO: last year approximately $1500.00 Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to approve NNO 
budget of $1500.00. Councilor Doug Gillard: Seconded. All approved, motion carries.
K. STREETS & ROADS*
1. Seal coating: City Engineer Joe Palen: regarding cracks on 5th St., not sure anything we can do.

2. MNDOT Landscaping: City Engineer Joe Palen: 332 trees 500 shrubs proposed. Mayor Kevin 
McDermott: sign & landscape around that? City Engineer Joe Palen, yes. City Attorney Fred Suhler: 
MN DOT not going to give us permission for right of way. City Engineer Joe Palen: that is going back 
& forth. Discussion over plan. City Engineer Joe Palen: should I relay that city wants to maintain a 
sign? Mayor Kevin McDermott: Yes. City Engineer Joe Palen: will check with Tory Diasky. Mayor 
Kevin McDermott: We could establish a couple places to puts signs. Councilor Paul Briggs: once the 
frontage road is completed that may be a good spot. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Could do one now on 
Northbound side & hold off on Southbound for completion of frontage road.
L. PLANNING & ZONING*
1. Meeting Minutes – canceled for lack of a quorum. 
2. City Engineer Joe Palen: reference letter of March 6 from Bonestroo to City re: Peoples site plan. Number 

of issues of concern. 
a. Vertical alignment of utilities. Originally designed by McGee Betts with water main 7 ft below. On south now is 4 inches lower. 
b. Design profile shifted, need to maintain cover over existing water main. 
c. Also need to adjust curb stops etc. 
d. Sanitary services: ditches 5 ft – sanitary sewers 10 ft – leaves 3-4 ft not insulated – asked they go back and insulate that. 
e. Amend grading plan for vertical curve. 
f. Hydraulics: culverts that drain water to pond – twin 36” culverts – not sufficient – agreed to 3 pipes, but they did not disclose to DOT so they bid on 2 36” culvert. Now proposing (2) 42” culverts, provides advanced capacity at lower cost. All of this information not conveyed by engineer, who now wants city to pay the 5k. Mayor Kevin McDermott: No, city is not going to pay for that.

g. Concern with drainage on N side of Tilly’s, water drains on S side of 12th street. DOT planned culvert going underneath 12th St – problematic – don’t want it diverted to developer’s pond, not built to accommodate that. 
h. Utility improvements: not done, 400 ft short. Need to provide easement. 
i. Turn lane from Co Rd need to be approved by Co. 
j. Water availability charge to city.
M. WATER & SEWER* 



Minutes:  Councilor Paul Briggs: 
1. Technical Asst. Grant re: wastewater treatment being explored. 

2. With failure of Water Phase 2, committee recommends extension of water to Stolp’s Cove. Ball 





Park on
that? City Engineer Joe Palen: yes, for 5 homes costly project, and no mechanism to fund 




unless a bond & not in PFA at this point. Councilor Paul Briggs: would serve more than 5 







properties, maybe we 
need for you to bring information to next meeting so we can look 







at further.

3. Water committee wants to look at how many people hooked into system. Are looking at pumping 





ordinance to make sure are pumping as required.

4. Other recommendations: change ordinance up to and & including curb stop as city responsibility. 
City 



Attorney Fred Suhler: to change Ordinance & bring to next mo’s meeting.
5. Pay Requests: Bonestroo – $9684.10: $2970.68. Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motions to pay 






Bonestroo pay requests of $9684.10 and$2970.68, Councilor Paul Briggs: Seconds motion. All in 



favor, motion carries. 

Mayor Kevin McDermott requests break at 9:34pm. Reconvenes @ 9:37pm
6.
Foreclosures; City Attorney Fred Suhler: 
unpaid charges assessed late fall and assess against 



taxes. 
Foreclosure 
does not insulate people from paying what is due. Not sure why need 




separate ordinance on foreclosure. No 
ordinance/motions needed, procedure is in place.
7.
Water hook-up requirement Fees – late hook-up. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: would we consider 




changing 
flat rates? Residents expressed lack of notice, said they called City and were told to hold off 



by city. Councilor 
Paul Briggs: we told River Park residents to hold off so mistake was made thinking 



they were in River 
Park 
but were actually in River Hills. Mayor Kevin McDermott: were they given 



sufficient notice? Councilor Paul 
Briggs: yes. Discussion re sufficient notice, Councilor Paul 





Briggs: every effort was made, phone calls etc. Tim Redepenning, City Public Works: we can’t get a 




reading if it is not installed by the first so then we loose another 
month.

Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: Motion that we change the 3rd month flat rate fee to $50 for those 



signing up in March. 
Motion dies for lack of second. 
8.
Discussion of Pay Requests: Bonestroo $2970.68. Mayor Kevin McDermott: question for City 





Engineer 
Joe Palen: does 
resident pay to main? City Engineer Joe Palen: Property owner is 






responsible unless city installed wrong. Normal wear tear costs borne by homeowner. Councilor Paul 



Briggs: In Rochester curb stop is city, then once leaves there is prop owners. What was put in place by 



developer is unique situation. Water & Sewer feels city should pay for it. Discussion regarding shut-




off. Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion that City bears cost on this particular resident (Bailey), 





Mayor Kevin McDermott seconds. All in favor, motion carries. Mayor Kevin McDermott if we dig 



up & replace can we move it out from concrete? They are all in driveways. City Engineer Joe Palen: 




This curb stop is more installation than a material failure, but they put the driveway in, so they bear 




some responsibility in my opinion. Councilor Skyler Breitenstein: do we want to limit? City Engineer 



Joe Palen: digging & concrete repair very expensive - $1500. Councilor Doug Gillard: probably more 



double. Councilor Paul Briggs: Motion to cap repair costs at $2000. Councilor Doug Gillard: 




seconds motion. All in favor, motion passes.
N. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS*
A. Complaints: None.
O. UNFINISHED BUSINESS Farmer’s Market, addressed above.
P. NEW BUSINESS Garbage Hauler Bids, addressed above.
Q. CONSENT AGENDA* Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motions approval of Consent Agenda. Councilor Paul Briggs: Seconds motion. All in favor, motion carries.
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* None.
B. TASK LIST 
C. MEETING MINUTES 
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 2-16-2011
2. Special City Council Meeting Presentation – 2-22-2011
3. Charrette Presentation – 3-5-2011

4. Special City Council Meeting – 3-8-2011

D. FINANCIALS

1. MBIA Account Summaries

2. Budget – available at the office to view
3. Accounts Payable 

4. Accounts Receivable  
5. Transaction Report
R. CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Kevin McDermott closed the Regular City Council meeting at 10:15 p.m. 
Mayor Kevin McDermott reopened the Regular City Council meeting at 10:30 p.m., and explained the closed session of the meeting was to discuss pending litigation and litigation that is in process. 
S. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Kevin McDermott: Motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 p.m. Councilor Paul Briggs: seconds the motion. All in favor, motion carries.
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            


City Clerk                                                                          
      Mayor
7

