
Special City Council Meeting  
January 3, 2011 

City of Oronoco 
Special City Council Meeting Agenda 

Monday, January 3, 2011 
6:30 pm 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members present: Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Nathan Hartung 
Clerk Sandy Jessen. Attorney Fred Suhler and City Engineer Joe Palen. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Paul 
 Briggs, second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 
IV. SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS 
 1. Kevin McDermott, Mayor  2 Year Term: read the oath of office and  
  was sworn in.   
 2. Nathan Hartung, Councilor  4 Year Term: read the oath of office, and  
  was sworn in.   

3.  Two Appointed positions  2 Year Terms:  there have been a few 
people interested there are three present tonight.  Doug Gillard: has been on 
Planning & Zoning since 2006 and active in the city, Skyler Breitenstein: has 
owned since 2005 and built in 2006 and is interested in being on council. He 
has a letter of interest that was submitted to Council stating that he has 
researched past minutes to become educated on the issues facing the city.  
Mark Johnson: been a resident since 2003, was in military for 21 years, he is a 
nurse supervisor, was Fire Fighter and EMT in Michigan. He is applying because 
not many from his area are involved and wants to see a community our 
children want to be in.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Doug 
Gillard for the vacant council position, it is a two year term, up for special 
election in 2012, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Skyler Breitenstein for the 
current remaining two year vacant position for Councilor Jackie Hall up for 
election in 2012 for a four year term, Councilor Paul Briggs second;  
discussion: Nathan;  move forward with Doug as he knows him well, he believes 
both candidates would foot the bill and are both qualified.  Is wondering what 
can swing his vote one way or the other.  Councilor Kevin McDermott has 
spoken with Skyler and has had his letter in for awhile, Skyler has been 
pursuing this for awhile and he has had communication with him.  Councilor 
Paul Briggs has known Skyler; he lives down the street and believes Mark is 
qualified but at this time knows more about Skyler and believes he would 
represent the city well.  All in favor, motion carried. 
Doug Gillard and Skyler Breitenstein: read the oath of office and were sworn in.  
Nathan; can only two and only two councilors be on planning and zoning? 
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Councilor Kevin McDermott; three classifies as a meeting. Nathan Hartung: 
Mark could join planning and zoning as there will be an open position. 

     
 V. OFFICIAL DESIGNATIONS 

1. Vice Mayor:   
 Current:  Councilor Kevin McDermott  
 New:  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Councilor Paul 
 Briggs as vice mayor, Councilor Doug Gillard second; all in favor, 
 motion carried. 

2. Official Newspaper: 
 Current:  News Record  
 New:  News Record 

3. Official Depository: 
4.  Current:  Us Bank  

New: US Bank 
5. City Attorney: 

 Current:  Attorney Fred Suhler   
 New: Attorney Fred Suhler  

6. City Engineer: 
 Current:  City Engineer Joe Palen  
 New: City Engineer Joe Palen  

7. City Auditor: 
 Current:  Thomas Cummings, CPA  
 New: Thomas Cummings, CPA 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept the official designations 
Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
VI. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 1. Fire Department (Meets 2nd & 4th Monday @ 7:00PM) 

 Current:  Councilor Kevin McDermott  
 New: Mayor Kevin McDermott  

 2. 1st Responders (Meets 4th Tue. @6:30PM) 
 Current:  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
 New: Mayor Kevin McDermott  

 3. Planning & Zoning Commission (Meets 1st Thursday, @ 6:30PM) 
 Current:  Councilor Paul Briggs & Councilor Brian Breider  
 New:  Councilor Nathan Hartung and Councilor Doug Gillard  

 4. Community Center Committee (Meets as needed) 
 Current:  Councilor Kevin McDermott & Councilor Jackie Hall  
 New:  Councilor Kevin McDermott & Councilor Doug Gillard  

 5. Parks & Trails Committee (Meets 1st Mon. @ 7:00PM) 
 Current:  1st Monday of the month, Councilor Jackie Hall & Councilor Paul Briggs. 
 New: Councilor Paul Briggs & Councilor Doug Gillard  

 6. Personnel Committee (Meets as needed) 
   Current:   Mayor Scott Keigley & Councilor Brian Breider  
   New:  Councilor Kevin McDermott & Councilor Paul Briggs .  Councilor Kevin McDermott  
   motioned;  Doug second,  all in favor, motion carried. 

7.      Water & Sewer Committee (Meets 4th Tue. @ 7:00PM) 
 Current: Councilor Paul Briggs & Councilor Brian Breider  
 New: Councilor Paul Briggs & Councilor Skyler Breitenstein  
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8.  Lake Shady Committee (Meets as needed) 
  Current:  Councilor Jackie Hall  
  New: Councilor Doug Gillard  

9.  Streets & Roads (Meets as needed) 
 Current:  Councilor Kevin McDermott & Mayor Scott Keigley  
 New:  Mayor Kevin McDermott & Councilor Nathan Hartung  

10.  O.A.C.C. (Meets as needed) 

New: Councilor Nathan Hartung & Councilor Skyler Breitenstein (backup)   

11. Gold Rush Committee (Meets 3rd Mon. @ 6:00PM)  
 ALL COUNCIL SITS ON THIS COMMITTEE 
 

 
VII.  WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 

City Engineer Joe Palen: there are few items that carry over from last month, there is a 
corroded pipe and to get quotes; there is a quote of $4500 and they are pursuing 
another quote that they are waiting for. This can be rolled into the PFA loan.  The well 
house is located in River Wood Hills.  The operation is going well; the dialer needs to 
be replaced and the water meter; they received the quote, they had expected $4000 
but it came in at $6900.  They are still trying to work out a better price and have been 
working with Tim on that. Councilor Paul Briggs; is there a risk of the chemicals 
running if the gauge is not there?  City Engineer Joe Palen; yes, this gives a double 
check and this would give proof of flow.  If the pressure is not read correctly the 
chemicals could pump without the pump running.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; one 
company bid it?  City Engineer Joe Palen; the city is tied to the contractor; this is the 
sub that did the original work. PFA funding can be used for this cost as well.  The 
safety equipment will be submitted as well. Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to move 
forward with replacing the pipe, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein second; discussion:  
will take the low bid. All in favor, motion carried. Olmsted soil and water 
conservation district was given $114,446 of grant money for residents to seal their 
wells. Doug; is there 110 connections or 110 wells?  City Engineer Joe Palen; many 
residents have sand points and there may be others on these properties that have 
been abandoned improperly that will need to be abandoned as well.  

 VIII. PHASE II WATER: Resolution 11-01 Authorizing Preparation of Final Design 
Discussion: opportunity to get low interest money, it was made quite clear at the 
public hearing that the cost is a big concern, the assessment is larger, but the cost per 
home for the larger lots for the connection to the owner’s homes would be more as 
well, it is a lot of money and torn on the decision.  Councilor Nathan Hartung; phase 
II, what area does it include? A map was shown on the wall. City Engineer Joe Palen 
handed out the feasibility report to new Council members. Councilor Paul Briggs; to 
fill you all in, we should have looked how it was sold to residents, this is a one time 
shot, the costs are high and that if we don’t do it with the PFA low interest funding, it 
may never move forward again. City Engineer Joe Palen; we were able to get PFA 
funding for 20 years at 1.3%.  If you look to fund this it’s a unique opportunity. They 
normally have a scoring of 10 -15 points we scored 7.  For the first time ever for 
stimulus the state is funding down to 5 points.  It’s likely that will not exist in the 
near future; that is a distinct possibility.  Typically funding is 5% for a bond and is 
generally a 10 year payout. Councilor Paul Briggs; revenue bonds are up to thirty 
years at 5.7%. City Engineer Joe Palen; it would be difficult for the city to come up 
with grant funding and those opportunities won’t improve.  Councilor Doug Gillard; 
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the costs are way underestimated; where he lives there are a lot of trees, very little 
top soil, and then bedrock. Why not serve everyone?  City Engineer Joe Palen; the one 
thing PFA looked at was how to loop the system; cross Lake Shady, HWY 52, and the 
middle fork of the Zumbro, those crossings are expensive and they have to look at 
long term maintenance. This was the alignment that served the most people and to 
take into consideration the age of the wells and water quality is a concern.  Councilor 
Doug Gillard; residents want to know who has failing and want to see proof.  City 
Engineer Joe Palen; there are a number who have good wells; there is a map that 
shows the age of the wells.  Councilor Doug Gillard; is for water but thinks the 
estimates given are too low, it cost him $18000 for a new well and $4000 to fill the 
old one.  They hit water at 130 feet and had to dig down to 540feet. City Engineer Joe 
Palen; in Stockton there were 30 connections; the costs were in line with what was 
estimated.  City Engineer Joe Palen pointed out the map and showed the ages of wells 
and those that have no data. The geology changes rapidly on that side of the highway. 
Councilor Doug Gillard; my property has a lot of rock.  City Engineer Joe Palen; we  
were successful on the first phase but does that mean we will get funding on II,  there 
are discussions of properties that are set back further, you could reduce the 
assessment.  The stimulus allowed the city to cut the first phase in half, or the city 
could extend the time to connect to the system.  If you went to use the well tomorrow 
and had problems you would wish you could connect.  City Engineer Joe Palen; this is 
spread over 20 years; there’s 20 houses set back, but there is 110 properties total. 
Councilor Nathan Hartung; how do you combat against bedrock?  City Engineer Joe 
Palen; drill and blast it.  Councilor Doug Gillard; needs to understand that if there are 
three on the well; could they put in one line to the well connection?  City Engineer Joe 
Palen; yes, yours would have a 2 inch pipe with more people maybe increase to a 3 
inch pipe, there would need to be an agreement that allows for the access to the main 
so that if there was a break that is on your land with your neighbors pipe it could be 
repaired.  There would need to be a legal document provided to the city that this was 
covered. Then there would be 3 people running one line to the connection.  Typically 
there is only one service per property and aren’t joint lines but this is a special 
circumstance with those properties that are set back two hundred feet. There are 
directional borings.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; with the new members should set a 
special meeting to give a chance for it to be looked at and absorbed.  City Engineer 
Joe Palen offered to meet or call new members and he can explain this more fully.  
Attorney Fred Suhler; what is being asked today is a step, there’s still areas in the 
process that the breaks can be put on the project; when the bids come in. City 
Engineer Joe Palen; there is a window on the funding, there is a March 29 deadline 
and if the plans and specs are not complete at that date; we lose that option of the 
PFA funding.  Councilor Nathan Hartung; so what we are doing right now is approving 
the blueprint to go and bid this out, not to actually do the project. Down the line the 
bids would be received and we would be able to decide to move forward when the 
bids are received or we can scale it down if the costs are too high. City Engineer Joe 
Palen; there are a number of things required: an environmental document, get soil 
borings to locate areas of rock, surveys, complete designs and plans; there are a lot of 
tasks that are included in this process.  There are decisions to be made through this 
process; if you don’t move forward in time to make the submittal it’s off the books 
for this year. Councilor Nathan Hartung; Ellingson is familiar with the area and may 
bid the project.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; every step we take there is a cost 
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associated with this.  That’s why we should give everyone a few days.  Councilor 
Nathan Hartung motioned set a special meeting pertaining to the water project 
Monday at 7:00pm January10th, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion 
carried. 
 

 
IX. MNDOT LANDSCAPING: there will be changes to existing map. 
 
X. JANUARY & FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Councilor Kevin McDermott; we need to change the dates as they are a holidays, there 
has also been discussion to change the dates for meetings. Councilor Paul Briggs; 
Wednesday’s look fine.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to change the date 
per Ordinance on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm, Councilor Nathan 
Hartung second. Discussion: Attorney Fred Suhler will draft and Clerk Sandy Jessen 
will publish.   Voice Vote:  Ayes: Councilor Nathan Hartung, Councilor Paul Briggs, 
Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Doug Gillard, Councilor Skyler Breitenstein, 
motion carries. 

   
 XI.  UNPAID BILLS  

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to pay the unpaid bills Councilor Paul Briggs 
second; all in favor, motion carried. Councilor Kevin McDermott has certificates of 
appreciation for past councilors and the mayor; to express our public appreciation for 
their service to the city to Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, and Councilor 
Jackie Hall.   
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn 7:50pm, Councilor Paul Briggs 
second; all in favor, motion carried.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________     ________________________              
City Clerk                                                                                Mayor 


