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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 

July 20, 2009 @ 7:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Attorney Fred Suhler, City Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy Jessen.  Councilor Jackie Hall and 
Councilor Paul Briggs were absent. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  Addition:  IX.C. Accounts Payable 

1. Olmsted County Sheriff - $10,475 
2. Chosen Valley - $1400 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; 
all in favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Three calls for the Public Forum were made, no one came forward and the Public Forum was closed 
at 7:06 pm. 
 

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 It has been pretty quiet in the area and he will send a log with calls for service quarterly. 
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Chris Stolp, Fire Chief 

1. Runs – 3; all medical assists. 
2. Daytime Coverage – meeting is set with Pine Island the 20th of August; it is set with the fire 

officers for the first meeting to open up conversation. They have spoken to Tim to see if he 
would be interested in joining; he would be listed as a driver.  They are trying to work with 
Pine Island before the first of the year.  The Fire Dept. is looking for a person working in 
town to take care of the daytime coverage. 

3. The Fire Dept.  may set up where if the pagers go off the sirens would go off.  It would cost 
about $800, it would be just the siren on the fire hall, could look at adding to the other 
sirens as well.   

4. Tables and chairs – request to use for Gold Rush at the fire hall; tables and chairs not used 
at the Community Center can be used. 

5. The outside lights on the fire hall were repaired. 
6. Request for a letter to be sent for the hydrant at Jech’s requesting a lock out on the hydrant. 

Also request to send a letter to the residents in that subdivision so that they are aware that 
the fire dept is not allowed to fill the water truck from the well at River Park.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley motioned to send a letter to the residents in River Park making them aware of 
why the city cannot use the water there with Attorney Fred Suhler’s approval of the 
letter,  Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs – 11: 7city, 4 township -  
2. PO Box - $40 – some mail comes to the P.O. Box and some comes to the city; there are only 

about two vendors that would have to notified, Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to get rid 
of the First Responder’s P.O. Box, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 
  

D. EOC ~ Chris Stolp, Director 
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E. PERSONNEL  

1. Personnel Meeting Update – Brian Breider; discussion about the budget comparing 2009 to 
2010;  the Oronoco Park and Dam cash flows with payments from the county; the 
committee  needs to set up reviews and are looking at next Tuesday;  QuickBooks is okay to 
use for now but may need to upgrade;  mowing vacant property,  Tim and Scott will look at 
mowers; receiving the electronic newsletter and to encourage residents to get this by e-mail;  
looked at laying down plastic mats at the Community Center during Gold Rush;  the water 
utility-  Tim is willing to mange that,  the staff also thought they could do the initial billings;  
the Mohlke’s came and talked about the park, and on the 29th we will be able move forward 
as we  will have to decide if Evelyn would be a city employee,  looked at keeping her on for 
the first year at least. 

 
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

1. City Code – update - working on it 
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 

Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Meeting Minutes 
2. Security was discussed,  a new officer is in charge this year, will keep it the same as last 

year and will look at it closely after Gold Rush.  They approved some signage for Gold Rush 
Days and the committee will meet again on the 3rd of August. 
 

H. PARKS & TRAILS*  
1. Meeting Minutes 
2. Oronoco Park & Dam – the city received a revised version of the contract with added 

verbiage for the DNR and it defined the maintenance better. Questioned whether the 
payment schedule should be included in contract? The City will ask; the expectation is that 
the city will not have to pay for much.  

3. T-Ball – trophies: the T-ball group would like to purchase trophies for the players, last year 
the cost was $100.00, and there is still money in the recreational activities budget to cover 
this expense. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to allow them to pay $100 like last year, 
Councilor Brian Breider second; discussion; maybe they could find sponsors to purchase 
the trophies next year.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 

 
J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 
 
K. STREETS & ROADS* 

1. Frontage Road – Terry Ward is going to draw up an agreement for the city to look at for the 
 frontage road.  Ask politely when the city can expect to receive the check.  Send a letter to 
 Jai.  
2. City ROW ditches – mowing; the main roads had one pass mowed. There have been 

complaints made by residents  mainly along 5th Street SW that some side streets are not 
being mowed. The city or residents can maintain or refuse to maintain the right of way; there 
is no obligation to mow it. 

 
L. PLANNING & ZONING* 

1. Meeting Minutes 
The proposal to change to a rural residential district was denied; it doesn’t fit with the 
comprehensive plan.    
There was a drive around town that they do a couple of times a year. 
Review of the 600 code; talked about animals and exotic animals but it is covered in another 
Ordinance.  The maximum size of an out building was discussed, but no recommendation 
was made.  Right now there is a set maximum of 25% coverage of a lot. 
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M. WATER & SEWER*  
1. Bids – Open July 23rd @ 2:00pm 
2. Piping – it has been requested that Council look at both pipe options for the water project. 

City Engineer Joe Palen bid two types of pipe:  fused pvc pipe and hdpe (high density 
polyethylene), both are fused. Some suppliers and contractors prefer that they specify a 
cheaper pipe, Bonestroo selected two types of pipes that they felt were both comparable 
and competitive products. There are pros and cons to both.  Councilor Brian Breider; the 
other pipe is being bid though? City Engineer Joe Palen; yes, high density polyethylene and 
the PVC pipe.  The pipes are specified with different pressure classes within these pipes, 
they’re specified with different dimension ratios. Hdpe has a pressure rating of 160psi and 
PVC has   235 psi.  Hdpe developed a dr13 ½ which drops the pressure rating to 130psi,  it 
decreases the wall thickness and it is thinner and cheaper, which gives a cost advantage, 
special tools are required with the hdpe, fused pvc; all fittings would work with traditional 
fittings.  It would work if they used hdpe, they would need to fuse on a transition fitting or 
it would need specific fittings to connect, there are products that allow them to be spliced.  
Both products are reasonable and would serve the city long term. Councilor Brian Breider; 
there is a financial concern with some of the contractors bidding the project. City Engineer 
Joe Palen; the contract lays out the requirements they need to meet bonding and insurance 
for bidding on the project.  There are contractors that were thought to be healthy that can’t 
get bonding. 

 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS* 

A. Complaints: 
1. Jech Outlots and Unsold lots:  mowing and dead trees, garbage in gravel pit, commercial 

business with sand & gravel pit being ran with large trucks, completion of removal and 
landscaping of the gravel pit, and the completion of installing street lights. A letter has been 
sent making him aware of the issue. Attorney Fred Suhler; they did some clean up in the 
entrance. Discussion; they were told they could have the gravel pit but that was five years 
ago, there was a lot of opposition, there is a concern that the roads are not designed to 
handle the truck loads; will damage the streets.  

2. 580 Sunny View Lane SW – mowing, cannot locate homeowner. Got a hold of an attorney 
today,  mow if it is not taken care of Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to mow the property 
if cannot contact someone, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion 
carried. 

3. 110 5th Street NW – mowing, foreclosure, Tim mowed and the property has been billed. 
4. 20 4th Street NE – wood pile, selling wood, noise from splitter and saw.  Planning & zoning 

has been asked to look at this issue.  Discussion; non- conforming use, may predate when 
the ordinance was written. Is a permit required to sell wood with the emerald ash bore?  
Will have to look into the regulations. 

5. 785 MN Ave. S – mowing – letter sent and they have rough cut mowed the property 
6. 201 1st Street SE – mowing, junk vehicle, and a letter was sent and the property has been 

mowed but the vehicle remains. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have the vehicle 
ticketed, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried. 

7. 20 East Center Street – banner, referred to P&Z.  It is where the canoe business is located, it 
is a temporary banner. 

B. Minnesota Housing Financing Authority – FYI; loan programs available for water hook-ups.  
Rob Mathias brought out information on four programs through Olmsted County for loan 
programs that residents may qualify for, the information will be set out for residents. 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 

A. Task List -  
B. Munson property – update – City Engineer Joe Palen spoke with Mr. Munson and Steve Voigt 

and has reviewed the information and submitted a letter that responds to concerns.  The 
inundation levels through the corridor between the proposed lot that’s being developed, there 
are some embankment or fill being brought in on the south side of that drainage way which 
decreases the channel area and the same amount of water will flow so it will increase the depth 
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of the water flow and will affect the Hall property, there would be some impact on the 
property. The recommendation is for a drainage or flowage easement to be provided for that 
corridor or letter of understanding be drafted, prepare a letter for the attorney to review to 
cover the city.  Mr. Munson got an easement last fall but it was for the corner he is on and it 
didn’t cover the whole property corridor. City Engineer Joe Palen recommends a drainage or 
flowage easement so the city does not get sued. Attorney Fred Suhler should make certain who 
has all the property interest, will be a little more complicated than just having a letter signed, 
flooding claims are a real problem for cities, if approving of changes to the natural water course 
that potentially increases the flooding, it needs to be done right.  City Engineer Joe Palen; the 
downstream flooding Steve Voigt’s study came to the end conclusion is that the water running 
over 2nd Ave., at least the peak flows, for the 50 and 100 year will not increase, during peak 
flooding City Engineer Joe Palen feels it may increase 1-2%.  Engineering aspects seems to be 
clear when this project is done there will be flooding outside the corridor, decreasing the area 
will push the water out further on a temporary basis, which is farmland.  Should get assurance 
on both sides that they are agreeable.  City Engineer Joe Palen to what extent does the easement 
cover 50 year flood, 100 year or the inundation of a 500 year storm? The increase in elevation of 
the water is a perpetual issue; the city needs the assurance that it’s going to be okay, if there is 
the easement it will then be a matter of public record.  An easement for a 100 yr storm should 
be sufficient; volume will increase but the peak flow will not.  Mr. Munson and Mr. Hall need to 
execute the easement, there is a minor revision to the grading plan which City Engineer Joe Palen 
is waiting for, the driveway was removed but not to the depth of the pre-existing condition and 
needs topsoil and turf with erosion control.  The second access off of 2nd Ave and it is not in 
the site plan, not part of the proposed improvement, nor recommended.  Mr. Munson is 
planning on cutting down the ditch and would like the city want to write something up so it is 
done the way the city wants it.  Attorney Fred Suhler will do some research and write it. Mr. 
Munson; the water comes out of the culverts and has to come up; the water way has never been 
maintained or cut a water way through.   The culverts are 28 feet wide; the water way only 
needs to be that wide, modifications could be made through the corridor by excavating that 
would help.  Attorney Fred Suhler and City Engineer Joe Palen will work on the easement. 

C. Population Estimates – recommendation not to challenge, Phil Wheeler as well as City Staff 
looked at the 2000 census and the new construction building permits and demolitions and 
determined that the estimates are very close.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the 
population estimate, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 
A. Orderly Annexation Agreement with Oronoco Township expires in December see if would like 

to renew and sign an extension.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to send a letter to township 
asking for an extension of the annexation agreement for five years, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

B. Property Taxes – 1st half received 
C. 2010 Budget – request for Depts. to submit information and a rough draft will be given to 

Council for the August meeting. 
 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 

1. Adam Schaefer  630 4th Ave. SW  Detached Garage 
2. Joseph Fulton   303 13th Lane SW  Deck 
3. RL Keller Builder’s  605 Forest View Ln SE Basement Finish 
4. Derby Construction  755 Valley View Rd SW New Construction 

 
B. MEETING MINUTES  

1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 6-15-2009 
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 7-6-2009 
3. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 7-15-2009 

 
C. FINANCIALS 
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1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds 
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the consent agenda, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

  The soil borings produced what was expected sand on south side and rock on the north side. 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 8:30pm, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in 
favor,  motion carried. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________     ________________________              
City Clerk                                                                                Mayor 

 


