
City of Oronoco  
Special City Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 7, 2010 
7:00 pm 

 
A. Call To Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm 
 

B. Roll Call 
Members Present:  Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Paul 
Briggs, Mayor Scott Keigley, Clerk Sandy Jessen, Absent Councilor Jackie Hall. 
 

C.  TNT Public Hearing 
Mayor Scott Keigley opened the public hearing for public forum.  This is not for assessed 
values.  Dick Nelson taxes went up about $100 in the city portion of taxes. Mayor Scott 
Keigley: the addition of city staff; a part time maintenance for maintenance and help 
with the water system.  There was also the concern of shortfalls in the budget for LGA.  
The new employees are not licensed at this time to operate the water system but will 
receive training.  Dick Nelson: is the city liable for any part of the bridge, Lake Shady, or 
the dam? He would like info that he would like to submit for. Is part of the increase for 
added costs for the fights, litigation? Councilor Brian Breider; insurance covers some 
and the city is responsible for some.  Dick Nelson; will submit for the attorney fees at 
the office.  Discussion:  The water is on line, but we need more users.  Dick; will things 
be cut or will the tax stay as is.  Mayor Scott Keigley; will set levy tonight.  The county 
and city and school took a hike Dick; my pension doesn’t get more. $75,000 value was 
added for the lake, I will be here in April for the property value. The lake value doesn’t 
go down instantly. The county would be hurting if assessed at true value today. 
Councilor Brian Breider; taxes would go up with less of a base then.  Roger Wells: in the 
last eight years the county portion went up 56% and the city has gone up 66%.  Mayor 
Scott Keigley; the assessed value would cause that, the city has gone up 2% a year. 
Councilor Brian Breider; the rate is of the assessed value. Mayor Scott Keigley; we would 
have to compare the budgets for the last eight years.  LGA cuts started about then.  Dick 
Nelson; if you go back 10 years; there are some high end homes, the roads were not 
paved, the truck needed to be replaced, equipment needed replacement, we had an old 
John Deere mower,  and we were the largest city without paved streets and without 
water and sewer.  Mayor Scott Keigley; there are staggered tax payments; they come 
online in steps.  Dick Nelson; the county gets a higher cut.  Mayor Scott Keigley; we lost 
tax base with the highway project.  Roger; will we get a gas station? Mayor Scott 
Keigley; not yet.  Roger; what is People’s (Oronoco Crossings) plans? What will it 
include? Councilor Kevin McDermott; the coop and other businesses there, that will help 
out tax base.  Now we depend on the residential tax base that will grow and help the 
city. Mayor Scott Keigley; with Peoples they have a high demand for gas and are 
working to get a station here. Roger; paved roads, how old are they? Some need work. 
Mayor Scott Keigley; 2004, they last eight to ten years, there is a seal coat schedule, 
there has been crack filling, this is budgeted for and the engineer and city council check 
the roads.  Roger; what about the costs for law enforcement? Mayor Scott Keigley; the 



cost has gone up for the same service substantially. Councilor Kevin McDermott; there 
was not an increase this year for law enforcement.  Dick; their presence is few and far 
between. He is in town walking the dogs frequently and hardly ever sees them here. 
Mayor Scott Keigley; there is a schedule; they are here twenty hours a week.  Dick; there 
is heavy duty activity going on in town and he spoke with Darnell, now that the bridge 
is out the activity has increased.  Roger; could count on one finger how many times they 
have come down his street, they should do random patrols when their here.  Dick; 
looked at the county sheriff’s department and Rochester department; in 1975 they laid 
off officers and have not added any back on; Rochester went 22 years.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley; Olmsted County is adding this year.    Mayor Scott Keigley; during the 
construction season there was some theft on the new construction sites. There was a 
drug bust about 6 months ago.  Roger; it would be nice to see an officer more often. Dick; 
there are four stops in this part of town pretty active.  Mayor Scott Keigley; called three 
times for the final call for public comment on the TNT at 7:25pm. 
 

D. Set Final Tax Levy:  Resolution 10-20 
Discussion: Councilor Paul Briggs; when we annexed the land for Peoples it went from 
Ag to R1 to M1 and B2, not sure when the new zones will be entered into our tax 
capacity, can’t tell when Peoples coming in would give more of a gain.  There may be a 
built in buffer of $20,000 to $30,000.  Councilor Brian Breider; feels better about LGA.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott; the cuts may be permanent. Councilor Paul Briggs; spoke 
with Senjem and he said to expect a 15% cut. Mayor Scott Keigley; can’t really tell until 
the new administration comes in. The whole purpose of LGA is good, and it’s to go 
where people live and spend their money. County Dam and Oronoco Park; it’s a 
contract and Judy said they would honor it.  There may be costs that can be cut with the 
dam.  Councilor Paul Briggs; there are a lot of costs up in the air but there are sufficient 
extra funds in other areas,  staff has done a good job at keeping costs down, we may 
save money in the dam payments.  FEMA will be reimbursing for the costs the city 
spent.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adopt the total levy at $545,000 Councilor 
Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
accept Resolution 10-20 to set the total levy at $545,000. Voice Vote: Ayes; 
Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, Mayor 
Scott Keigley.  All in favor, motion carried.  Councilor Jackie Hall was absent. 
 

E. Tilly’s Liquor License Renewal 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve Tilly’s liquor license Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second.  Discussion:  the company names are what’s used, shouldn’t Mark 
sign as the owner of the building?  Bruce is the management of operations. All in favor, 
motion carried. 

F. Phase II Water Presentation Preview 
Is there any questions or concerns? Councilor Paul Briggs; the assessed portion is too 
high we should lower it like on phase I.  We should hold some back and then it becomes 
a city borne expense, in this case downtown went from $6200 from$ 3100   Councilor 
Brian Breider; before we had the funding to cover that.  Councilor Kevin McDermott; the 
income survey brought the funding for phase I and it’s better to give them the break 
because it came through on their behalf. Mayor Scott Keigley; there was a big need over 
here and there is not a big need for the west side.  It’s going to be a big point that the 
largest one needing the project pays the smallest amount.  It’s not a fair system.  
Councilor Paul Briggs; would like to see more become a city borne cost; can’t remember 
what the breakdown of the ARRA cost would be.  Councilor Brian Breider; could change 
it to a linear assessment.  Councilor Paul Briggs; how many of the wells will last the next 



twenty years, and cost to replace them would be more than the assessment.  Council can 
vote to change it to change the amounts.  Phase I was 2-5 years to connect, should have 
phase 2 be the same end date of phase 1.   

G. Resolution 10-21 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve resolution 10-21 designating allowing 
Goodhue County to take the lead on disaster relief for businesses, Councilor Paul 
Briggs second; Voice Vote: Ayes; Councilor Paul Briggs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, motion passes.  Councilor Jackie Hall 
was absent. 

H. Personnel: Cain 
Mayor Scott Keigley talked about starting Cain early as Tim is swamped and had 14 
hours of overtime. Councilor Kevin McDermott there is some big issues now with the 
project.  Councilor Brian Breider; are they engineering issues.  We need to get the things 
working. The snowfall, the auto dialer is out, the time being stuck running the water  and 
also the snowfall; the plowing,  he is working with Bonestroo, but it is taking his time 
away from other things.  Councilor Brian Breider; Tim’s job is to operate and this 
shouldn’t be his problem.  If the water is freezing; why are there these issues; is that a 
design flaw??  Do we need a circulator?  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have Cain start doing some work up to 20 hours if 
available, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor motion carried. 

I. Unpaid Bills Detail 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the unpaid bills to date Councilor Paul Briggs 
second; all in favor, motion carried. 
 

J. Adjournment 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

______________________                 ________________________ 
    City Clerk                                                           Mayor 

 


