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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

July 16, 2007 
7:00PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Mayor Scott Keigley called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. 
 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

ADDITIONS:  IV. K.   1.  Moratorium on Signs (Lift?) 
2.  Magic Media Sign Request 

VII. C.  PAY REQUESTS ON STREET PROJECT 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

 
 
IV. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. OCSO ~ ADS (Active Duty Sergeant) Wallace 
1. Project Heat, a lot of tickets being written on Hwy. 52. 
 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Jerry Lubahn 
1. 1 Run on 35 3rd Avenue SW, power lines on trees (People’s Co-op billed). 
1. New Hires* 

a. Reid Hassler – Background Check Received 
Reid Hassler requested to leave in open meeting.  A charge had been brought against him, which 
was later dismissed, so there was no conviction.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept 
Reid’s application per fire department recommendation contingent on him passing a physical 
and a 1 year commitment to OFD; Councilor Kevin McDermott second, all in favor, motion 
carried.  

b. Jeremy Taft – Background Check Received 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to deny, Councilor Brian Breider second; DISCUSSION:  
Applicants awareness of background checks discussed.  ALL IN FAVOR, motion carried.  

2. Fire Department Billing & Statutory Authority to Bill 
The Ordinance needs to reflect this and clarification needed on billing outside City Limits, as well as 
the mutual aid agreements.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept the fire call billing sheet with 
ordinance update, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. City Clerk Cheryl 
Nymann will rework the City Ordinance, and FD will look at the mutual aide agreements. 

3. Reimbursement $114.50 Benefit ads & supplies 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to pay $114.50, Mayor Scott Keigley second; 
DISCUSSION:  Questions of this setting precedent, and whether City funds could be spent on this.  
City Attorney  
 
 
Tom Canan there isn’t a clear exception for this (benefiting employees).  If this happened to another.  
City employee, no hesitation to do it.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director 
1. June Calls:  7 TOTAL:  All Township 
2. Mass Casualty exercises – Gwen Holt 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to allow Gwen and any other first responder to go, Councilor 
Brian Breider second all in favor, motion carried.  
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3. Reimbursement $82.00 postage for Benefit Thank You’s 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve reimbursement out of team builder’s special fund, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

4. Harley Owners group donated money and to be put on next month’s agenda.  
 

D. EOC ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 
1. Introduction of Captain Terry Walertski, Director Olmsted County EOC 

Terry introduced himself.  Jon Turk handles most of the weather related items.  This position also 
includes homeland security along with emergency preparedness.  
 

E. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
1. Sexually Oriented Businesses 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to send to P & Z, and schedule public hearing, Councilor Jackie 
Hall all in favor, motion carried. 

2. Ordinance Violations* 
a. Ticket Issued @ 715 1st St NW 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to wait to re-ticket until home business occupation revamped.  
Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.  

b. Ticket Issued @ 210 1st St SE 
c. Letter sent on stockpiling elm wood @ 20 4th St NE 

That has been taken care of. 
d. Letter sent on Garbage @ 15 MN Ave N 

Currently zoned B-1.  Occupants have changed numerous times.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
to have OCSO go by and if not taken care of, issue ticket, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried.  

e. Letter sent on Horses @ 300 2nd Ave SE 
Table to next Council Meeting because the letter just went out.  

 
F. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS ~ Danny Ondler, DOGR Chair 

1. Another meeting on July 31st to keep up with all work.  Asked OCSO to replace other security team 
from last year.   

2. Web site will open this Friday. 
3. Only 5 business sponsors for the banners, which will be done soon.   
4. Oronoco Sign will be placed at S & M Marine, and will see if Chris Stolp will sponsor a spot by the 

frontage road and Hwy. 52. 
 
 

 
G. PARKS & TRAILS  

1. Recommendation on Riverwood Hills North park Entrance ~ City Engineer Joe Palen  
Tom Novak stepped down from Council because he is an adjacent property owner.  Upper portion of the 
easement was landscaped, and they would have to be relocated, and looking down the hill a maple 
tree would have to be relocated, and that area of the path is very steep.  Proposing to do some 
modification to the existing terrain.  Options are a bituminous access, gravel pathway, (don’t 
recommend (because of the grade), concrete sidewalk.  Concrete sidewalk would encourage people to 
walk (not bike) and would be impactful on adjoining property owners, but will still impact the 
landscaping.  Can bring it down to 18%.grade (not handicapped accessible).  Would have to work 
with property owners on landscaping issues.  Estimated cost 5’ wide concrete sidewalk ($13,000), 
with gravel underneath it.  Provides an access to the park only.  Park board recommended grass 
access due to the fact that it is quite expensive.  Concern of dew in morning and evening if someone 
falls.  The grass path doesn’t delineate the path down.  Another option would be to line it with wood 
chips (maintenance and wash outs would be a problem).  Big rockpile and manhole at end of trail 
(manhole should’ve been lowered with development).  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to send it 
back to the Parks, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  Timeframe, cost 
(budget), and options should be discussed by the Parks Committee.  
Councilor Tom Novak returned to the table. 
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2. Parks & Trails meeting review  ~ Kevin McDermott 
Wanted to get a co-ed softball team together for next year.  Maybe reprise old field (not big enough).  
Fencing, striping, etc. on River Park will be considered for the 2008 budget (along with a canoe access 
in River Park).  Canoe landing off east Center Street still in the works for this year. 

3. Presentation of Plaque  ~ Kevin McDermott 
Councilor Kevin McDermott presented plaque from softball team to the City. 
 

H. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair 
1. Letter from Lake Shady Committee 

Committee would like to continue talking to Mathe to dredge the Lake (and they’ve been working 
with the DNR on this as well).  Could engineer attend next meeting?  A group from Rochester would 
like to start a triathlon in Oronoco using Lake Shady, biking, and 6 mile run on city streets.  There’s 
enough depth for it.  It would be a sanctioned event.  

2. MnDOT is requesting to draw down the lake.  Summer draw down is not welcome, but may be done 
in late September/early October (with some plantings being done in the spring).  It would be about a 
3 week process.  Normally drawn down 3rd week of October.  Culverts in the mitigation area.  Dirt 
being brought in for fill.  A lot of vegetation grew from the draw last year, and Lake Shady Committee 
drafting a letter to MnDOT (MnDOT said they were not aware of this problem) for answers on what 
they’re going to do about it.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to draw last week in Sept. 
pending detail fill, and exact plan (culverts, growth in other parts of lake shady, details on 
temporary access to  lake, mot plan), Councilor Tom Novak second; all in favor, motion carried.   

 
I. COMMUNITY CENTER 

1. Rental Agreement 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve new agreement, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; 
all in favor, motion carried.  
 

2. Copier Bids 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to replace with Metro with trade in, Councilor Tom Novak second; 
all in favor, motion carried.  
 

J. STREETS & ROADS 
1. MN Avenue Traffic Counts 

Should notify Olmsted County the estimates were way off.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned the 
amount of traffic on Mn Ave needs their attention; Mayor Scott Keigley second all in favor, 
motion carried.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will draft the letter. 

2. 1st St NW & West Center Street Traffic Counts 
FYI.  Mayor Scott Keigley wanted those numbers for City records. 

3. West Frontage Road ~ Streets Committee 
Mayor Scott Keigley spoke to Pat Hall and he wants nothing to do with the City.  He is sour about 
the billboard not going in.  What are the City’s options, because it’s critical to move forward with 
this.  Has the City looked into eminent domain procedures?  The property is not surrounded by City.   

4. 5th St SW ~ Streets Committee 
Mr. Spading requests the land be acquired by the City (instead of an easement) and take off of his 
tax roll.  He is acceptable to $4,000 for the purchase of this property. Surveyor would need to survey 
the property. Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to have City Attorney Tom Canan draw up 
the papers and purchase that tract of land from Mr. Spading, and the city will incur the cost of 
the survey, Mayor Scott Keigley second; DISCUSSION:    Cost on it.  Envision on project this year?  
City engineer will secure quotes.  All in favor, motion carried.  

5. 1st St NE ~ Streets Committee 
Tabled.   
 

Recess held at 8:40PM 
Returned at 8:46pm 

 
K. PLANNING & ZONING 
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1. P & Z Minutes 
Robert Matthews was present and wants to rezone it to B-2.  P & Z gave him some suggestions to do 
some additional background research.   

2. P & Z Recommendations 
a.  Recommends approval of Sign Ordinance 

Completely new ordinance.   Discussion points:  
 Commercial building height 33’ and maximum billboard height of 35’, may need to look at 

this.   
 Current zoning ordinance allows for 60’.   
 ½ mile is too far apart (Rochester’s is 1,000’). P & Z goal is to not have them in succession.  

This one would only allow for more than 1 more sign between mom’s antiques and County 
12.    

 Single pole mounted billboards.   
 200 yards (600’) (To fence on ball diamond from Hwy. 52).   
 Should have minimum ground clearance. 
 Flags (number & size) 

 
 Political Signs discussed 
 Billboards off premise sign, and pole signs an on site business. 
 Zoning districts discussed 
 This ordinance creates some signs now that would become noncomforming.   

Take back to P & Z: 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to have minimum height at 30’ and maximum height at 
45’, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried. 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to put spacing at 1,500’, Mayor Scott Keigley second; 
AYE:  Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley; NAYE:  Councilor 
Brian Breider, Councilor Tom Novak. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to remove American Flag from this ordinance, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott second, all in favor, motion carried.  
That completes the 1st Reading. 
b. Recommends approval of Future Land Use Map 

Any abutting property along Mn AVE would be B-1 and will push for it to become a historic 
district.  All properties abutting Hwy. 52 would be B-2.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to table 
this and have P & Z bring it back with more definitions, parks added, accurate city limits, etc. 
Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

c. Public Hearing on Home Occupations Ordinance for August 7th @ 6:45pm 
• Make it clear that they have to go to the City and get a permit.  
• Spent time distinguishing those people working from home vs. a home business (mail, 

deliveries, etc.) {Plainview spelled this out}.  It forces the City to ask those questions 
(home deliveries, noise, parking, outside storage, etc.}.  

• D.  Home business garbage pick- up (anything more than (how many) garbage cans would 
have.   

• H. duplicated B. because they both talked about noise.   
• K duplicated F. because they both talk about whether just owner could be in business or if 

they could have an employee (combine F & K into one).   
• M. make it clearer; new property owner must submit a new application to operate a home 

business.   
• Day cares licensed by the state (don’t impose on state regulations).   
• H. normal sensory perception (hard to enforce).  Plainview put a decibel value on theirs.   

d. Recommends Council discuss Parking Ordinance 
Parking ordinance should contain language for business.  (semis are parked on Mn Avenue).  
Address as home occupation ordinance??  Trailers in a driveway, alongside roads, etc.  City 
Attorney Tom Canan would make sense to have it in the home occupation ordinance.  P & Z 
wants Council to look at this. 

3. Permitting Process ~ Brian Breider 
Give applicants the path they need to follow. 
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4. Summary of Applications 
No new building permits. 

5. Moratorium on Signs (Lift?) 
Remains 

6. Magic Media Sign Request 
They would meet all the criteria of the ordinance as its being reworked.  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to grant approval, motion died for lack of second.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned to 
deny permit, and suggest they reapply when moratorium lifted, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
DISCUSSION:  City has up to 60 more days on it.  Councilor Jackie Hall amended motion to wave 
fee for reapplication.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 

L. HIGHWAY 52 
1. Summary of Meeting with MnDOT ~ Scott Keigley & Kevin McDermott  

City asked questions, etc.  They will no longer be rerouting traffic (signs for businesses through 
residential area.  They were unsure if the signs would be placed on Hwy. 52.  The City can ask for the 
signs.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned to request MnDOT put signs up on hwy. 52 showing 
access to Tilly’s and Mom’s Antiques pointing to west frontage road, Councilor Brian Breider 
second; DISCUSSION:  Signage included for RV Park,  Mom’s , Tilly’s.  Asking MnDOT is fine, but 
the City cannot designate public money to put them up.  All in favor, motion carried.   City Clerk 
Cheryl Nymann will draft letter. 

2. Schedule Mitigation Work ~ Kevin McDermott 
Discussed previously. 

3.  Leadership Committee Meeting ~ Kevin McDermott 
Discussed previously. 
 

M. WATER & SEWER  
1. Feasibility Report ~ Joe Palen 

There was a question on the cost, and it is a large scale project.  The engineering fees are paid on a fee 
curve.  As the cost of the project increased, the fee flattens out. Feasibility reports are statutorily 
required if any assessments being thought about, and this cost is credited back against a fee on the 
entire project.  Not just spending money to do a study, but is portion of a preliminary design and 
credited in the project when the City moves forward with it.  If the City moves forward, the city can 
assess and present same information in an organized format to public and to agencies that the City 
would be seeking funding from.  Rural Development in the 2007 Farm Bill, MN getting an additional 
$25 million for projects in 2008 and 2009.  Something previously discussed; and potentially get 
funding.  Oronoco receives dramatically less LGA than communities in similar size, and can be 
resubmitted with frontage road.  

2. Wastewater Estimates ~ Joe Palen 
Similar as above, have talked about it before.  One of the things the City promised they’d deliver to 
Tower.   
Both these items came from the Workshop meeting, and were recommended to move forward from 
them.  City needs to set up meeting with Mike Bubany; Special Council meeting next Wednesday night 
at 6:30pm.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will contact Mr. Bubany, and City Engineer Joe Palen will be 
present as well.   

 
 
TIF District:  Jamin Arvig present. 
Councilor Tom Novak:  Have you looked at our infrastructure issues?   
Mr. Arvig:  Yes, also looking at some Township properties 
Councilor Tom Novak:  How much land? 
Mr. Arvig:  1-2 acres (5,000-10,000 square footage building; Warehouse distribution with a couple of offices.  
Not too high impact on traffic.    
Councilor Tom Novak: Encourage him to look at architectural standards.  
Mayor Scott Keigley:  May be more questions after meeting with Mike, the City’s financial consultant. 
Councilor Brian Breider:  There seems to be urgency to this. 
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Mr. Arvig:  Need new space and employees very quickly and is a time sensitive issue.  Is there a way to start 
building during the process?  It’s a 3 month building project.   
Mayor Scott Keigley:  Has not done much with TIF, and we rely on our financial consultant for these matters, 
and we have a meeting with him next Wednesday.   
 
  

V. PUBLIC FORUM 
 1.  Tilly’s – Karen concerns with MNDOT project (DISCUSSED EARLIER) 

Karen from Tilly’s is concerned with access to Tilly’s.  Signage a concern (south bound sign to Lake Shady 
Avenue).  Asking for the City to help her get signs from MnDOT.  Could the City help with ads for 
getting people back into Oronoco businesses?   

 
 
VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. ANNEXATION OF 3RD AVENUE SW 
Township does not have a problem annexing it.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have City Clerk 
Cheryl Nymann draw up paperwork on 3rd Avenue SW, Councilor Tom Novak second; all in favor, 
motion carried.  

B. ANNEXATION OF ZUMBRO HILLS SUBDIVISION 
Wanted to make sure everyone had a chance to give they say.  Table to August meeting.   It is 
unnecessary to have any more joint meetings with Zumbro Hills Residents.   

C. PAY REQUESTS ON STREET PROJECTS 
Pay request of the intermediate quantity.  Only paid for a percentage of the restoration.  No driveway 
access into 3rd Avenue Park.  There’s no access to the RWH Parks.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to 
borrow from the investment fund for 1st and second pay requests to be paid back, Councilor Jackie 
Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. MN ASSOCIATION OF SMALL CITIES  
No rejoining. 

B. DEAD ELM TREES 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have Hathaway, Councilor Kevin McDermott second all in favor, 
motion carried.  

C. MICHENFELDER PROPERTY ~ Tom Novak 
She will be auctioning off her property in October.  Buyers may have alternative ideas for that property. 

D. SMLM  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING JULY 30TH - ZUMBROTA  
Attending : City Clerk Cheryl Nymann, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott, Councilor Tom Novak, (Mayor Scott Keigley will check schedule).   

 
 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. BUILDING PERMITS* 
1. Jarett Ruud   210 Minnesota Ave. N  Shed 
2. Fabricio Amorin  955 Cedar Point LN SE  Deck 
3. Mark Jaeger   1305 Valley View Dr SW  Deck/Sunroom 
4. Mark Jaeger   1305 Valley View Dr SW  Basement Finish 
5. Kam Ly   495 Valley View Rd SW  Deck 
6. Kevin Cardille   635 Valley View Rd SW  3 season porch/deck 

 
B. MEETING MINUTES* 

1. 6-18-2007 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
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2. 6-20-2007 Emergency City Council Meeting Minutes 
3. 6-28-2007 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

 
C. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget 

 3. Accounts Payable ~ General & Special Funds 
 4. Accounts Receivable & Unpaid Bills 
 5. Transfers 
 6.    1st half Property Taxes Received from Olmsted County 
 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve consent agenda after clarifications and discussion on 

financials and a building permit, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.   
 
Regular Meeting closed at 10:55pm. 

X. CLOSED MEETING 
Reopen at 11:07.  Closed session was to discuss pending legal matters on threats.  City Attorney Tom Canan 
has been authorized to look in to a claim on unpaid fees in the Whittington Acres Subdivision. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 11:12pm, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, 
motion carried.   

 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 

__________________________________   __________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor      Cheryl Nymann, City Clerk / Treasurer 


