
City of Oronoco 
Special City Council Meeting 

September 4th, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

A. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.   
 

B. Roll Call 
Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott, Councilor Tom Novak, Assistant Clerk Lynn Karsten, City Engineer Joe Palen. 
 

C. David Koenig-building proposal-dump site 
David Koenig initial residence was addressed as 215 7th St. S.E. and was later changed by Jech 
Development to 630 Timberline Dr.  He owns plots 5, 6, 7, and 8.  Plot 8 is the issue of 
concern for the meeting because it used to be the old municipal dump.  In 1998, the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency contacted Mr. Koenig because they had taken some 
aerial photographs of his property and had found reason for concern from the photographs 
to do some test drills on his land.  His property was 3 out of 300 in the state of Minnesota to 
be under review.  In 1999, phase 1 and 2 were completed and 4 test drills were done; they 
found glass, iron and some pollutants.  Mr. Koenig has been in contact with Dave Moore 
from MN Pollution Control to see if there are any State funds available to clean up the pit; 
Mr. Koenig is currently 32nd on the list to receive funding.  The pit was originally used by 
Oronoco Township and was later used by residents of Oronoco City as well.  In the late 
1970’s the pit was closed, however there is no official documentation to prove who was 
ultimately responsible for the clean-up of the site.  Mr. Koenig has been in contact with 
Olmsted County, Oronoco Township, and Oronoco City and has not been offered any 
clarification as to who should be responsible for the clean-up of the dump.  In 1983 the 
property was annexed in by the city.  Mr. Koenig is unable to build a two-story garage on his 
property because the dump was not cleaned-up according to today’s current MN Pollution 
Control standards.  Everything from the old dump needs to be removed and new fill needs to 
be brought in.  Mr. Koenig asked the Oronoco City Council for some direction with his 
problem and if the city has any knowledge or documentation regarding the pit.  Mayor Scott 
Keigley said it was the property owner’s responsibility to disclose the information regarding 
the pit and said the City of Oronoco will have to work with the city attorney for resolution.  
Councilor Brian Breider added that eventually the city would like to put a well in that housing 
development and this offers concern for the city regarding pollutants.  Developer Steve Jech 
has not made any comment regarding the pit.   
 

D. Set Tax Levy:  by resolution 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to skip this line item on the agenda due to Sandy 
Jessen’s absence.  All were in favor.  A continuance meeting is planned for 
Wednesday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. to set the tax levy.   
 

E. Personnel Committee- Tim; clothing allowance and adjusted pay 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to offer Tim Redepenning an adjusted pay rate of 
$17.79 per hour and a clothing allowance of $300.00 per year.  Counci lor Jackie 
Hall 2nd the motion; all were in favor; motion carried. 
 

F. Water & Sewer  
1.  Income survey:   
Joe Palen updated the City Councilors with information from the last Sewer and Water 
meeting about the water supply project and an application for a PFA low interest loan has 



been submitted; Oronoco city does qualify for funding and we are currently 21st on the list.  
The small cities application process requires a survey to be issued and over 51% of the 
residents in Oronoco City need to be within a lower income level to receive the loan.  Jo 
Palen has been working with Chuck Pettipiece regarding methods to conduct a survey for 
Oronoco to determine the eligibility of the identified target area for SCDP funds and there 
are three potential methods:  1) Direct Mail Survey- cost approximately $ 4500.00, these 
typically have a 30% to 40% return and we would need to achieve a higher return rate so it 
would be necessary to track the returns and resend additional surveys to assure a near 100% 
return. 2)  Door-to-Door-cost approximately $6300.00, conducted by Pettipiece staff, this is 
the most time consuming and the most expensive. 3) Door-to Door- cost approximately 
$4100.00, conducted by a city survey committee, would require someone to drop it off and 
come back and pick it up.  Southeast Minnesota Development Corporation Agencies can 
prepare the survey for about $2.45 a survey, mailing it out to approximately 125 houses 
which would be an expense of about $306.25 Councilor Brian Breider expressed concerned to 
Joe Palen about the survey being done “Professionally” so residents will feel comfortable 
disclosing private information about their income.  All councilors agreed to solicit and 
conduct the survey.  The city needs 95% to 100% compliance to qualify for the grant.  This 
is a difficult accomplishment.  Mayor Scott Keigley suggested he add a letter to the website, 
and possibly offer some type of incentive for people to fill out the survey.  Sewer and Water 
committee expressed interest in helping out with the survey project.  Councilor Brian Breider 
expressed concern the city remain independent due to confidentiality issues regarding 
personal income disclosure on the survey.  He also suggested a pre-addressed envelope to a 
Post Office Box and make sure the survey itself look professional.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
mentioned even if we only get a 50% rate of return on the survey, it is worth doing.  
Councilor Tom Novak expressed concern about the survey delaying the water project start 
goal for 2009.  City engineer, Joe Palen said the city should be able to complete the first 
phase of the survey and still be able to comply with the 2009 date to start the project.  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to go forward with the survey; councilor Kevin 
McDermott 2nd the motion; all councilors were in favor; the motion carried to 
begin working on a survey.   
 

G. Unpaid Bil ls Detai l 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to pay the unpaid bills; Councilor Kevin McDermott 
2nd the motion; all counci lors were in favor; the motion carried to pay the unpaid 
bills. 
 

H. Kevin McDermott-City Ordinance Policy regarding tree, brush and bush removal 
on a city right-of-way 
Property owners at 240 Minnesota Ave. (across from the Presbyterian) church have 
removed all the lilac bushes on the city right-of-way.  Mayor Scott Keigley said removing the 
lilac bushes is destruction of private property and the city attorney will be contacted to take 
further action.   
 

I. Building Permits 
Bob Olmstead 205 12th Lane SW  electrical to garage 
Alan Ihde 1325 Riverwood Dr. SW  interior finish work 
Jan Vrchota 1081 Cedar Ridge Ln. SW basement finish work 
 

J. Adjournment 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.; councilor Kevin 
McDermott 2nd the motion; all councilors were in favor; motion carried to adjourn 
and reconvene September 10th, at 7:00 p.m. 
 



 

 


