
City of Oronoco  
Special City Council Meeting 

Wednesday, June 11, 2008 
7:00 pm 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm. 
 
B. ROLL CALL 

Members present Councilor Brian Breider, Mayor Scott Keigley , Deputy Clerk Sandy 
Jessen, Attorney Fred Suhler, Dan Fitzpatrick, Bill Tointon, Attorney Jim Ohly, and Brett 
Grabau.  Absent: Councilor Jackie Hall and Councilor Tom Novak; they both arrived at 
7:05 pm. 

 
C.  DAN FITZPATRICK 

1. Punch List – Discussion; the goal last fall for was to get the drainage resolved, 
finished erosion control in RWH then went to CW to do the retention pond, 
could have finished last fall in RWH, but wanted to resolve drainage in CW.  
Road base has not been blacktopped because there is a water leak, difficult to 
find, RPU has a new correlater that is more sensitive and will be testing in June to 
diagnose and repair. 

2. Trail – River Park Park Trail Discussion; the trail was put in once per the plan, it 
was washed out by a storm, the original plan was to be put the trail in further 
but there was a wetland concern. It now needs to set, it’s been a very wet spring, 
need 5 – 6 more loads of rock and the base will be ready, but the entrance road is 
mud and it needs to dry out before he is able to finish. It would be done, if this 
spring had been dry.  The goal is to let the base set this summer and then 
blacktop. 
Journey Development- Water shut-off; when tied into Journey water main, line 
was not located to home and Fitzpatrick hit line and repaired it right away.  He 
put a valve on it to isolate it, it’s not inferior.  CW Access; Dan was at the River 
Park pre-plat meeting and was always to have an access through River Park.   
Had to fight for access, could have forced public access, and accepted an 
easement.  Charge of approximately $70,000 is not a factual cost, water would 
cost nothing, sewer is an additional drainfield line, on the final plat had moved 
lot line, access drive had to be changed, instead of straight drive now has a 
sharp corner, affects property value.  Councilor Tom Novak suggested selling the 
two lots to Jech, which Attorney Jim Ohly answered that attempts have been 
made with no response. They have also asked for a breakdown of the bill.  It’s 
felt that the City has given Jech leverage because the two lots cannot be sold until 
Jech is paid.  Dan Zemke broke down the cost of the hook up and it was far less 
than what has been charged.  Bill Tointon took factual costs and added the two 
added lots, and is disputing the value.  It’s a service connection; does the city 
need to be involved?  Attorney Fred Suhler; City is being put in the middle of this 
fight and can’t win, can’t solve the problem.  Councilor Brian Breider; validate 2” 
pvc pipe, is it approved?  Jim Ohly; it is not a main line, it’s a service line which 
is service to two homes. Letter assumes it’s a public road, but it is a private 
access.  Brett Grabau; valve is there so it may be shut off, pvc normally not used 
on City ROW.  Very hard to locate unless has tracer wire. It does not.  Councilor 
Tom Novak; City should lift hold if City doesn’t want to be involved.  
Discussion; if City receives information on the engineering aspects, city will not 



get involved in money, but after both parties have breakdown, will lift holding of 
the lots. 

3. Unpaid Invoices 
Dan Fitzpatrick; didn’t realize procedure had changed on annexations, would 
not have annexed RWH V had he known.  He knows he owes that bill.  Charges 
are billed to him and not his individual companies, he needs them billed to his 
separate companies.  Thirty days is a typical turnaround time on a bill.  Doesn’t 
like the open check book policy that the city has; Tax base; covers city costs, 
charged for engineering fees for same development, now a charge for the lights.  
Discussion:  City wants to take over roads that’s why the engineer is sent out, 
and the city should pay for that? Need new development agreement? Pay all 
fees up front. Set fee with escrow account.  City has had a different engineering 
firm with each phase. As a developer Fitzpatrick would like to know the City’s 
budget, engineering fees are costing him more than they should. He thought he 
had paid for the snowplowing, will do that Monday. 
Culvert Discussion:  Three options for the culvert were offered with no response; 
concern that the culvert will fail and the City will have to replace.  Fitzpatrick 
didn’t a representative there when the engineer measured it, there are variables, 
seasonal shifting, Dan Zemke randomly measured and tracked it.  Bonestroo and 
McGhie & Betts will meet and measure the culvert together so they are using the 
same data. 
McGhie & Betts will be operating and maintaining the septic system in RWH. 
Pumping reports should be provided by the pumpers.  Fitzpatrick is using liquid 
chlorine at the well house and it is ok for the maintenance man to use the hydrant 
for watering, Dan would like to meet with him and show him the proper way to 
open it.   
Fitzpatrick will be in Monday morning at 9:00am to go through the bills and the 
billings will be separated out into individual companies. 
 
 

D. PERSONNELL COMMITTEE 
1. Check signing:  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve Sandy as a 

signer on the checks, Councilor Jackie Hall second; Discussion: all checks need 
to be signed by two people, all in favor, motion carried. 

2. Clerk – update; 11 applications Mayor Scott Keigley and Councilor Brian Breider 
will meet on Friday to go through applications. 

3. Passport Training – June 19, 2008, Discussion: would have to close City Hall 
that day, the City makes $25.00 per passport, many more have been done in 
Oronoco now that a Birth Certificate and a Passport may not be done out of the 
same office.  Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to send Sandy to training, 
Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
 

E. UNPAID BILLS DETAIL:  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to transfer $6000 from the 
Investment Fund, Councilor Jackie Hall second; Discussion; the investigation report 
was much higher than anticipated, will check back on minutes on approved cost.  All in 
favor; motion carried. 
 

F. FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT 
Discussion;  Councilor Kevin McDermott has been speaking with Fire Chief Adam 
Schaefer, the contract is up for renewal, it was a one year trial, Adam has been talking 
with Rochester's new Fire Chief about continued coverage but the estimated cost is 
extremely high.  Other option would be to rely on Mutual Aid but someone certified 



would need to be on site to make the call.  Adam has been working on this and an 
appointment with the new Rochester Fire Chief will be made. 

 
G. ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to adjourn at 8:53pm, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
all in favor,; motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
 
 
________________________________ 
 ______________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor    Sandy Jessen, Deputy Clerk 
 


