City of Oronoco 
Special City Council / Project Oversight Committee Presentation
Monday, April 25, 2011
7:00 pm

A. Welcome
Present:  Mayor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Doug Gillard, Judy Ohly, Dave Perkins, City Engineer Joe Palen, Terry Lee, Senator Dave Senjem, Representative Duane Quam, interested residents & Clerk Sandy Jessen.  
B. MOU / Project Oversight Committee Presentation
City Engineer Joe Palen gave the PowerPoint Presentation:  There was then a round table discussion: Lakebed ownership was questioned. Terry Lee; landownership would transfer to owner abutting the lakebed.  On east side; the Allis family owned at that time it became a lake, and all deeds are identified for the south east side. We would probably ask adjacent property owners to donate property.  Duane Quam; ownership would need to be lined up. City Engineer Joe Palen; there is a map of the timeline posted, construction would be in approximately 2 years, Terry Lee; would focus on area that would require working with the one owner. City Engineer Joe Palen; the initial phase is less stable for sediment transfer for the streambed stabilization. Sherry Stolp; if don’t get funding would it go back on the residents taxes?  Mayor Kevin McDermott; raising the taxes wouldn’t make a dent without funding, it will sit the way it is, it’s beyond what the city can do. Discussion Continued:  One million in funding is available; need to go through the planning process, we can’t just remove the dam, have planned a very natural setting with raised mowed trails; low maintenance area. Dave Senjem; is the lakebed still a wetland, is there a possibility that it could accrue wetland areas?  Terry Lee; it is a possibility.  Sediment transferring downstream was brought up as a concern. Sediment has gone down stream of the dam. City Engineer Joe Palen; it is legitimate concern and may be looked at as the hydraulic modeling is done. Funding to this point is the agreement between county and city.  FEMA will pay the county a certain amount of dollars for the loss of the dam; approximately $75,000 so they will fund the $25,000 planning costs.  There hasn’t been any of the state dollars used because the legislature wording doesn’t allow for the planning stage.  Improvements are time sensitive, the river is already cutting and sediment transfer downstream. The scale of the watershed is very large; 470 square miles.  Dave Senjem; the project will have to be sold as extenuating circumstances of the flood. This would be a precedent. City Engineer Joe Palen; main component is the stabilization of the lakebed. Dave Senjem; local, state, and federal governments are broke. On the bonding side may have to go back and delay passed projects. Look at legacy grants; pursue a bonding bill which probably wouldn’t happen until 2012. City Engineer Joe Palen; is amendment to the legislation possible?  Dave Senjem; that would be possible. Legacy Grants aren’t big dollars but it would help. City Engineer Joe Palen; the DNR dam safety removes dams;  if we could use money from the state for other areas of the project that would help. Terry and Joe will get together tomorrow and come up with a game plan. If it was turned over to the state it may have a better chance at funding. Prioritization of the Project phases is Phase I, Steps 1-4 for $3.7 million. A point person for contact and information is: Terry Lee and City Engineer Joe Palen.
A. Adjournment
Respectfully Submitted,

______________________




________________________            

City Clerk                                                                          
      Mayor
