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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda Summary 

April 19, 2010 @ 7:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Councilor Kevin McDermott called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.    
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Present:  Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor 
Paul Briggs, Attorney Fred Suhler, City Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk Sandy Jessen, Mayor Scott 
Keigley was absent. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A. Additions: V.H.8. Oronoco Dam- Easement dispute: county request for the city to share the 

cost 
Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Brian Breider second; all 

in   favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Councilor Kevin McDermott called three times for public forum no one came forward; Councilor 
Kevin McDermott closed the public forum. 

 
V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 
 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief 

1. Runs – 0 
2. New Member – Chris Nelsen, Adam Hoehne:  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to 

accept Chris Nelsen and Adam Hoehne as new Fire Department members, Councilor 
Jackie Hall 2nd all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Grants: they did not receive fire truck grant: looking at turnout gear for grant writing this 
year. 

4. Regional Meeting – attended by Dan Sundt; Zumbro Valley Mutual Aid meeting and the 
Southeast Regional Meeting. 

5. Burn permits:  the DNR has a website pay residents pay $5 and can get a daily burn permit 
and burn bans are listed on the site; if residents use the website the Fire Chief can go on line 
and see who has a permit; they would not have to rely on just the paper copy. 

6. Gambling: 10% of the profit paid to the City, it is a City Ordinance.  The Fire Department 
started in March; they want to know if could go at a lower rate to start. The 10% will be 
paid quarterly and Attorney Fred Suhler will look at what changes would need to be made 
to the Ordinance to allow a lower rate. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs –  3: 2 township, 1 city 
2. Members are CPR certified, 6 will be doing a refresher course. 
 

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. Resolution 10-2 Adoption of the Olmsted County All Hazard Mitigation Plan: it was 

developed with grant money to try to eliminate or reduce vulnerability to significant or 
repetitive damage from hazards and is being sent to cities within Olmsted County.  The 
county was required to develop this; some years back there was a glitch, if this is not in place 
people could lose aid.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to adopt Resolution 10-2 of 
the Olmsted County All Hazard Mitigation Plan to reduce vulnerability to significant or 
repetitive damage from hazards, Councilor Paul Briggs second, Discussion:  it does not 
appear to cost the city money; it allows for the application of FEMA dollars; without plans 
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they can’t apply for funds. Voice Vote: ayes; Councilor Kevin McDermott, Councilor 
Jackie Hall, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Paul Briggs, all in favor, motion carried. 

2. Last month had sky watch. 
3. Pat McGovern handed out copies of the updated Emergency Management Handbook; it is 

for the city and county officials and has been updated with more contacts and phone 
number corrections.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the Emergency 
Management Handbook, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

  
E. PERSONNEL 

1. Worker’s Comp: Estimated Premium - $4674, Last Year - $2730; result of increased rates 
and  wages.  The rates for the 1st Responder’s and Fire Department went up. The Fire 
Department  rate is based on the city’s population.  There was also the addition of the two 
new parks  employees.  
 

F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 

Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Meeting Minutes - meeting was canceled last month. 
2. Update: Councilor Brian Breider; two people have joined to volunteer Alyssa and Cain, 

advertising was a topic, and they may schedule an additional meeting in May to make up 
for the canceled one. 

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS*  

1. Meeting Minutes : 
2. Porta Potties – how many, location, and type:  Pit Stop will match price, they don’t have a 

handicap unit, On Site Sanitation is $60 per toilet per month and $110 for handicap, 
Affordable Portables $210 for 3 regular toilets per month and $260 for 1 regular and 2 
handicap. Parks recommends using the same number and location as last year.  Councilor 
Paul Briggs motioned to approve Pit Stop Portables, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried. 

3. Pesticide / Fertilizer: $1948 low bid - $3046 high bid; Budgeted amount was $2250.  
Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to accept the bid for $1948, Councilor Brian Breider 
second; all in favor, motion carried. 

4. Oronoco Park – allow liquor – Ordinance revision: Parks recommends that in attended city 
parks, personal use of liquor should be allowed with the restriction that no sale of liquor and 
no kegs of beer are allowed. Also recommended is to require reservations for the shelter at 
the park May 1st – October 1st.  Oronoco Park has always allowed alcohol; next year they 
could start charging a fee for the shelter, or could charge this year and not charge those that 
have already reserved the shelter. 

5. Manhole cover bids: Ottman $423.00; Parks recommends accepting the bid.  Councilor Brian 
Breider motioned to approve the bid for the lowering of the manhole cover, Councilor 
Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

6. ZWP – Gathering:  Liquor Permit - $5 per day (must receive state approval); does CC want 
to change the park ordinance to allow for alcohol which would eliminate the permit for liquor 
but will still require them to get a gathering permit. It will be catered Rookies or the North 
Star; it will start at 10am and run until 11pm; they will have different events and vendors 
will provide food and will donate a portion of their proceeds.  ZWP will reserve all the 
campsites.  Attorney Fred Suhler will check into the Ordinance and see what is required 
other than a Gathering permit. 

7. Waterville Foods & Ice – solicitation for ice sales; find out how much power is used. 
8. Oronoco Dam- Easement dispute: county request for the city to share the costs.  The cost for 

the filing fee and a survey of the entrance of Allis Park. It is a quiet title claim.  The county 
would like the city to pay some of the costs; the city would like more information before 
responding; they need to know the actual costs, more detail of what the city would be 
responsible for.  Councilor Kevin McDermott the city will table until next month.  
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I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 

1. Update:  Bonding request update from Senator Senjem; the bill requested $25,000 with a 
required local match.  In May the stakeholder’s will present their report on Lake Shady. 

2. Flashboard bids: Viking Marine- $12,500, Rochester Service Co. - $1950, JF Brennan - $3000, 
once a contractor is chosen the lowering of the lake must be published prior to the work 
being completed.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Rochester Service for 
the flashboards; correction that it is installation and removal for $1950 per occurrence 
Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

3. ZWP – early donation request; would require a larger donation for the McKnight Foundation 
to match the additional amount.  The donation is given by DOGR after Gold Rush; should 
stay with October donation. 

4. Justin Bouwkamp: Canoe rental / donation 4th of July; would like to rent canoes out on the 
4th of July in a sectioned off area people can watch the fireworks from the lake. The Fire 
Department doesn’t want people on the lake during the fireworks.  The park doesn’t want 
to rent them out.  Let Justin know that the Fire Department would prefer not to have them 
on the lake.  The park doesn’t want to be responsible for the canoes. 
 

J. COMMUNITY CENTER*:  last year Gold Rush donated $8000 for these events. 
1. 4th of July; spending limit last year’s costs were approx. $5600 – wait for bid 
2.NNO: August 3rd; activities, spending limit – last year approx. $1500; does Council want to 

have inflatable’s again this year the price is approximately $450 per inflatable depending on 
the item.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to keep the spending limit at $1500, Councilor 
Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

3.Flowers; spending limit – last year approx. $150; Oronoco Park would also like some flowers 
as well.  Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to spend $200 for flowers, Councilor Brian Breider 
second; all in favor, motion carried. 

4.Liability Coverage Limits - $1,500,000; this is the same limit as in past years and requires 
Council approval.  Councilor Brian Breider motioned to keep the insurance limits at 
1,500,000 Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
K. STREETS & ROADS* 

 Sealed bids were received prior to 3:00pm on Monday; the OMC rate sheet is sent out each 
year for supplemental services to the city. 

1.  2010-2011 Snowplow Bids: OMC - $99 per hour, Ottman excavating:  dump truck with 
wing, plow and sander $85 per hour, dump truck with underbody scraper, wing, plow and 
sander $85 per hour, salt sand per yard $38, pick-up with plow $55 per hour, under $3 per 
gallon there is no surcharge for fuel.  Wendt’s Trucking:  plow with wing and sander $82 per 
hour,   98 John Deere grader $ 90per hour, pick-up $65 per hour, and salt sand $39 per yard.  
Roger Wendt lives over by road constructors been in business many years.   Councilor Paul 
Briggs motioned to accept Wendt Trucking based on cost, Councilor Brian Breider second; 
discussion:  bids are very close but  Wendt has no fuel charge, his trucks not in town, it’s two 
miles away.  Ayes: Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Brian Breider, Nayes: Councilor Jackie 
Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott, motion fails. Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to accept 
Ottman Excavating, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; discussion: they are both close in 
amounts; it’s difficult to figure out the cheaper bid, the city has a history of 2 or 3 years with 
Ottman.  Ayes: Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Nayes: Councilor Brian 
Breider and Councilor Paul Briggs, motion fails.  Tabled to the next meeting. 

2. 2010-2011 Equipment & Rock Bids – OMC Blading - $97 per hour,   Ottman: $99 bulldozer 
& operator per hour, backhoe and operator $98 per hour, skid loader and operator $84 and 
laborer $42 per hour.   Fitzgerald Excavating and Trucking - faxed bid, not sealed:  grader 
$75 per hour, bulldozer $90 per hour, skid loader $70 per hour, backhoe $75 per hour, 
excavator $100 per hour, dump truck $65 per hour, tandem plow $60 per hour, plow and 
sander $56 per hour, grader $75 per hour, pickup and labor $40 per hour, and crushed rock 
$12 per yard.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to accept the Ottman Excavating bid, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor motion carried.  
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Councilor Kevin McDermott called a recess at 8:35 pm and called the meeting back to order 
8:40pm. 

3. Street Sweeping Bids: OMC $155 per hour, Rochester Sweeping & Striping Service $85 per 
hour sweeper, $40 per hour truck and man with a cap $2200, Wigham $85 per hour for 
additional occurrences and a $1695 flat fee, Rochester Service Co - $96.00 with a cap of 
$1600.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to accept Rochester Service Co. for street 
sweeping,  Councilor Jackie Hall second; discussion: they did a good job last year, all in 
favor, motion carried. 

4. Lake Shady Ave. & Timberline Drive: cost estimate from Olmsted County for repair of Lake 
Shady Ave. $150,944 for concrete rehab.  City Engineer Joe Palen, Councilor Kevin 
McDermott, and Mayor Scott Keigley have to meet to go over the roads. 

5. Frontage Road – ROW acquisition, appraisal, $156,200 for 8.8 acres: $143,200 for the 7.16 
acres for the permanent ROW, and $13,000 for 1.64 acres of temporary easement.  MnDOT 
needs the ROW by July.   The assumption was that the city will pay the $156,000 but there 
needs to be some discussion on this.  There needs to be a dialogue on this. People’s Coop 
were of the mindset that changes would have to be brought to the board and Mac Hamilton 
was of the mindset that the fees may affect the development.   The temp easement reverts 
back to the owner.    

6. People’s Coop – update on meeting; they are working on the cost security agreement and the 
development agreement, which should be ready this week.    
 

L. PLANNING & ZONING* 
1. Meeting Minutes – Al Ihde CUP one person was against that the recommendation from P & 

Z is to accept the CUP based on two conditions: to not have pallets exceed 10 feet and if it 
is unsightly to request to add a fence.  Don’t believe that he will allow it to become unsightly 
and can’t request a fence at a later date; what some consider unsightly others may not.  
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to accept the CUP on the condition that the pallets 
don’t exceed 10 feet high, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.   P 
& Z also looked at mini storages and are looking to add those with a CUP when they revise 
the zoning.  This is to address Susan Bartel property. 

2. Northland Builders – driveway; request for letter allowing the 2nd Ave. Driveway once site 
plan is approved. Rick Moen from Northland Builder’s would like the city to write a letter 
for him to be able to present to potential buyer’s that allows for a driveway to be installed 
on 2nd Ave. once the city receives the required and approved site plan and permits. 
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to send the letter to Northland Builders regarding 
allowing the 2nd Ave. driveway once the site plan is approved, Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; all in favor, motion carried.  

3. Communications Committee  
• Meeting Minutes 
• Website – almost done small pieces missing and photos could shut down the old site and 

put the last finishing touches; shoot for May 1st.  Gold Rush has a direct link on the new 
page.   

 
M. WATER & SEWER*  

1. Minutes- meeting canceled 
2. Updates: 2nd Ave. NW & 2nd Ave. SW joint trench quotes: the roadway is narrow and 

need to remove the road to install water lines in the roadway; they will be digging through 
rock it is not as hard as first thought and should be able to break it up and not blast it.  
With the tight constraints and the rock they could put a pipe for future sewer at the same 
time the water line is put in the cost for this would be $12,800 for the joint trench for the 8 
parcels. The city cannot assess these costs and it is not part of the reimbursement cost of 
the loan; it would be more expensive later; it makes sense.  City Engineer Joe Palen is 
confident it will be approved by the Health Dept. because it is in rock.  Councilor Paul 
Briggs motioned to have Ellingson move forward with the joint trench, Councilor Brian 
Breider second; Councilor Jackie Hall stepped down because it is in front of her house. 
Jech will be installing this through Ellingson. All in favor motion carried. 
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3. Feasibility Study – 2nd Phase Water; City Engineer Joe Palen completed; it is to serve the 
NW quadrant of the city, there are 104 parcels that would be served. It is broke into two 
parts:  part 1; West Center street and the adjacent area and part 2; south of West Center to 
loop the mains and connect at 12th and go north until reach west center and then it would go 
east to 9th Ave then to 1st  Street and then across Lake Shady to  4th Street through the city 
park and under Hwy 52.  The project boundary continues down 1st Street to 9th  Ave. and 
then south; there are also hydrants spaced about 300 feet apart. 9th Ave. and 1st Street are a 
high point; there will probably be some rock there. The water line goes west along West 
Center to 12th Lane. There houses that are set back from the roadway 250- 400 feet they 
would require a larger pipe; they would have a 2” service.  These houses are further away 
and will cost the home owner more. There are a few homes that are not included because 
there lots are large, the homes are newer, compliant, and it would be costly to serve those 6 
lots. Zumbro Hills could be added or excluded. At 12th Lane the line would go south along 
side yard lot lines and cross the river to  6th Ave. SW until 7th  Street, then east to Treetop 
and down Forest. By looping the project the city will qualify for points for funding.  Lines 
will be located in boulevards and ROW; there will be directional drilling, some open cut 
where rock is encountered, and the service will be 1 -2 inch.  There will be a need to get 
easements on some private property.   June 7th is the deadline for the intended use plan for 
2011 and then in August they fund projects.  Costs: part one is approximately $770,000 
and the part 2 is approximately $895,000; assessments would be about $7100 most of it is 
trunk main.   Assessed costs would be $737,000, 12% higher than phase one, the area is less 
dense than the other area.  Financing methods: bond, PFA, and rural development 
loan/grants.  The city needs to assess at least 20% of the benefiting properties for general 
obligation bonds.  The utility rate structure is $10 base and $2.50 per 1000 gallons.  The 
project would add 104 users over a 2-5 year period and would generate approximately 
$25,480 per year and only cost an additional $2600 per year. City Engineer Joe Palen 
recommends having the accountant and Mike Bubany look over the study.  The application 
needs to be received at PFA by May 6th and June 7th is deadline for the IUP.  Submit the 
project for placement; the city can add the homes that are not included in his study.  
Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to include the 6 Central parcels as well as the Zumbro 
Hills area for the purposes of the PFA application Councilor Brian Breider second; all in 
favor, motion carried. Shady Ridge and Pine Ridge court.  City Engineer Joe Palen requests 
permission for Clerk Sandy Jessen to be able to sign the application.  Councilor Kevin 
McDermott motioned to approve Sandy to sign off on the application, Councilor Paul 
Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

4. Pay Requests: Ellingson $354,876.70, Bonestroo $12,305.79. Councilor Kevin 
McDermott   motioned to accept the pay requests, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in 
favor, motion   carried. 
5. TAG: the city will receive $39,500; the MPCA determined there were 59 non-conforming 

systems and the program gives $500 per with a maximum of $40,000. 
6. Water hook ups: Solicitation for bids; DMC – sent a notice to offer an estimate for the 

connection from the curb stop to the buildings.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to call 
for bids, Councilor Brian Breider second; all in favor, motion carried. 

7. Rucker Property – Appeal was submitted on the Commissioners’ Award with a request 
for judgment in an amount in excess of $300,000. Attorney Fred Suhler has received an 
offer from the attorney and will put something together for City Council to look at.  There 
may be a need for a Special City Council Meeting. 
 

VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. Riverwood Hills Outlot C; the taxes on the outlot have not been paid since 2006. Councilor 

Brian Breider added to the agenda to make City Council aware of this.  The property goes 
down by the river; there are access points, it is a possible walking trail.  The county said at 
the tax sale the city will have first rights if the association doesn’t come forward and pay the 
taxes. It is in a flood zone and non buildable.  City Engineer Joe Palen will be out Wednesday 
to measure the culvert in RWH with McGhie and Betts. 
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VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 
A. Orderly Annexation Agreement: updated land description was required from the state due 

to the annexation of the Hall property and a required corrected description of a portion of 
CW.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the joint orderly annexation 
agreement, Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 
 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 
A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 

1. Adam Exe    115 5th Street SW     deck 
2. Bjorn Olson    567 Zumbro Hills Dr SW  shed 
3. Timothy Zosel   309 12th Lane SW     addition 

 
B. TASK LIST 

 
C. MEETING MINUTES  

1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 3-24-2010 
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 03-24-2010 

 
D. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable  
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Paul 
Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to adjourn at 10:10p.m., Councilor Paul Briggs second; all 
 in favor, motion carried. 


