Riverine & Lakebed Restoration Public Comments

April 4, 2011

7:00pm

Discussion:
With the ripples will people be able to still canoe? Yes, some areas may require more experience. The water would also be shallow.  Ripples are put in between changing curves.  The rapids would be more challenging. 

Outlook; would this require purchase of some land?  There are land ownership issues.

 The costs are listed as hard / physical costs. The County has been granted one million; the rest of the project area is to do a preliminary plan. Ownership: the county has pulled all the information on property records and deeds; it was mostly just one owner. 

Why wasn’t west of HWY 52 included?  The DNR and Luther Audland may be able to look at re routing the river there. 
The north pedestrian bridge is to connect to the trails of 80 acres. 

Spring flooding how will walkways stay intact?  Bituminous will not float away; it will get messy and need to be cleaned but won’t be damaged.
Will the parks be open in the winter?  That would be a City decision.

How will snowmobiler’s and ATV riders be controlled?  The DNR polices that.

Maintenance costs projected; there are ways to figure those costs.  

Would extending the grade up further on the plan make it more navigable? It would affect of sediment transfer reduction.

Ponds only 4 feet deep; will be filled in over time but can be addressed.
Winds today caused a lot of dust; it needs to be reseeded. The County will be reseeding if necessary; they will be checking on it this spring.

Ponds; how are they fed?  By the water table levels.

Are the riffles walkable? That is a possibility, but they may get slippery.
Rapids; it appears to have large rocks; would it be possible to have an experienced kayaker add their experience for planning?  Yes.
This is a phasing project; it won’t be done all at once; the rapids and the meandering of the stream will need to be put together right away and then the restoration.
Funding sources being looked at are the million from the state, the legacy fund; both natural resource and park side, and others. Costs; include stream restoration and funding is yet to be determined.
Terry Lee: for property acquisition the property on the west side is also part of the Allis property, but on the most northwest side there are more property owners to look at; it would be more complex.  If the funding is available there would be some extended meandering and stream restoration.  There is pedestrian connection and could expand it later.

As the lake bed dries will it shrink?  It may, but should not affect planning of the park.

