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City of Oronoco 
Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 

November 15, 2010 @ 7:00PM 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
  

II. ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  Mayor Scott Keigley, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor 
Kevin McDermott, Councilor Jackie Hall, Attorney Fred Suhler, City Engineer Joe Palen, and Clerk 
Sandy Jessen. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Addition:  VII.1. Flooded homes 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all 
in favor, motion carried. 
 

IV. PUBLIC FORUM 
Mayor Scott Keigley opened the public forum. 
Larry Stolp:  the ditch needs to be cleaned by the Lutheran Church; water wash out sand from the 
neighboring property.  Larry is carrying a petition around to save the lake and the dam there are 
121 signers so far. He doesn’t want to turn anything in at this time as he will be getting more 
signatures. The city needs to have the county get the remaining gates open so it doesn’t flood next 
spring. He is concerned about that and doesn’t want to see it flooded again. There is a petition at 
the table at community center and he has had calls from Rochester and other areas so they put 
together another petition for surrounding area residents of Olmsted county.  If we don’t do 
something we’re the people and the county needs to know how people feel.  He had 97 on his sheet 
and only 5 turned him down.  They’re interested;  if we lose the lake and the dam Oronoco will lose 
its’ identity.  Mayor Scott Keigley called three times for public forum closed at 7:06 
 

V. DEPARTMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. OCSO ~ Sgt. Mike Morrow 

Mike was in last Friday and discussed the atv’s driving on the lake bed; they will keep an eye 
on it and if anyone knows who is riding there to let the sheriff know. 

 
B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ Dan Sundt, Fire Chief 

1. Runs –  2 medical assists 
2. Payroll: $5195 this does not include flood hours:  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to 

approved the Fire Department payroll, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 

3. Hosting Riverland FF1 / FF2 classes starting 1-13-2022 (Tuesdays & Thursdays); will host it 
at the fire hall, if there is anyone interested it’s right in town. 

4. Grant Updates: picked up a $500 check from IBM, for a camcorder.  Wrote a FEMA grant but 
have not heard yet. Peoples grants as well will be applied for. 

5. Burned the RWH pile of wood and some piles on the east side, the 3rd Ave ditch wouldn’t 
burn.   

6. MN Vikings may come down for the Fire Department Relief. 
 

C. FIRST RESPONDERS ~ Jeff Allhiser, 1st Responder Director 
1. Runs –  7: 3 city, 4 township 
2. They are looking at hosting a class; there are two or three that still need classes and he is 
 working with SE MN on that. 
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3. Payroll:  $5095 this does not include flood hours; Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to 
 approve the 1st Responder payroll, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion 
 carried. 
 

D. EOC ~ Pat McGovern, Director 
1. Flood hours and Equipment Loss 
2. Sandbag Replacement:  $1049.99 plus shipping; 3000 city, 2000 township (will reimburse us 

for the cost of the 2000 sandbags they want ordered.) Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to purchase the sandbags and get reimbursement from township, Councilor 
Paul Briggs second; all in favor, motion carried. 

3. Updated EOC Handbook for Government Officials; will be sent out in a separate email so 
you can save the information to your computers; mainly contact names were updated and 
will need to be updated at the first of the year. 

  
E. PERSONNEL 
  Interviews are set for Tuesday starting at 8:00am. 
 
F. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  
 
G. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS* ~ Co- Chairs Councilor Kevin McDermott, 

Councilor Brian Breider. 
1. Meeting Minutes –  October 18,2010 
 DOGR: Approved the mission statement, distribution of phones, and election of officers. 

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS*  

1. Meeting –  clean-up discussion,  
2. Log Splitter: $979.99 plus tax, Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to buy a log splitter for the 
 parks, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; discussion; is it needed or could we rent one?  
 They sell wood at Oronoco Park. Ayes: Councilor Jackie Hall, Mayor Scott Keigley, 
 Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Nayes: Councilor Brian Breider, motion 
 carried. 
 

I. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair* 
FEMA meetings tomorrow at 12:30pm for follow up on last weeks meeting and to look at 
damage.  Through the county next week with the DNR meeting at the Community Center, 
November 22nd at 2:00: it is to discuss funding and where we are at for the valuation of the 
dam.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to contact the county that we are objecting to the 
removal of the dam, and that if the dam is to be removed there is a plan in place for the 
lake bed restoration prior to its removal, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, 
motion carried. 

J. COMMUNITY CENTER* 
 

K. STREETS & ROADS* 
 

L. PLANNING & ZONING* 
1. Meeting Minutes – November 4, 2010 

Discussion:  the flood and what we should do.  P&Z needs to follow the Ordinance and 
once we receive the elevations to determine buildable area there may still be some setback 
issues depending on who comes forward to rebuild. Posting for a new member. 

2. Al Ihde; zone change: Ordinance change 5-2010 change was approved at the October 
meeting but the Ordinance needs to be changed and published as well to reflect the change.  
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to publish Ordinance 5-2010 and Ordinance 6-2010, 
Councilor Paul Briggs second; all in favor motion carried. 

3. Paul Pendergrass; zone change: Ordinance change 6-2010; this if approved will need the 
Ordinance change and published.  Councilor Brian Breider motioned to approve Mayor 
Scott Keigley 2nd all in favor, motion carried. 
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4. People’s Coop; submittal final plat, set public hearing; this will be presented to P&Z at the 
December 2nd meeting.  City Council is required to hold a public hearing for the final plat. 
Request for the public hearing to be set for the December 20th CC meeting at 6:30pm prior to 
the Regular City Council meeting. City Engineer Joe Palen met with Peoples and Olmsted 
County today. People’s is pursuing the second access, they feel it is justified and will take it 
to the board on the 23rd of November. They also discussed the west frontage road issues. 
They would like the county road access and the county feels differently and would like to 
see more investment in the frontage road and turn lanes there. 

 
M. WATER & SEWER*  

1. Minutes- October 26, 2010. They are working on the Pumping Ordinance and need an 
inventory of who has a system.  Also, the  2nd phase of the water project; there is money 
available; a feasibility report was authored last spring and applied for placement on the 
project priority list, then applied for the intended use plan phase and scored with 7 points, 
projects beneath that usually don’t get funded.  The city didn’t score as well as the first time 
but PFA has decided to fund down to 5 points, this may not present itself again if the 
scoring changes.  Interest is 1-3% for a 20yr term, looking at a 1.7 million dollar project, on 
the open market it would be 4-5% rate.  The city will need to complete plans and specs and 
the PFA loan application by March 29, they won’t qualify if don’t submit by those dates.  If 
the city chooses to move forward there will need to be a public hearing on the project. There 
is a tight timeline and need to follow the enclosed timeline. Publication notice must be 
published a week apart the last within 3 days of hearing and a mailing 10 days prior. Mayor 
Scott Keigley; sees a problem with three members will be off City Council at the end of the 
year, and with the litigation going on it would be difficult to move forward. Councilor Brian 
Breider; this is a good opportunity, not obligated to complete the project and the city can 
back out at a later time.  The interest rate is good now. Councilor Kevin McDermott; it 
includes all costs including a new well?  City Engineer Joe Palen; all costs except a new well.  
We can’t include it in this application, if the city needs a well they would try to fund through 
existing project. It is approximately ½ million for a new well; we recommend a secondary 
well but it is not required. Councilor Paul Briggs; the traditional rates for bonding and PFA 
funding are low; the benefit of the low interest far exceeds the costs that litigation would. 
Long term risk is far greater in not moving forward. Mayor Scott Keigley it would be adding 
2.2 million to the budget.  Councilor Paul Briggs; the funding we received through ARRA 
covered the majority of the project for the entire community. City Engineer Joe Palen; the 
public hearing doesn’t obligate the city to move forward and will hear public comment then.  
Attorney Fred Suhler; the city can’t start the project without steps; there is time to change it. 
Councilor Brian Breider motioned to move forward with phase 2 of the water project and 
the publication of the public hearing as scheduled, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
discussion Mayor Scott Keigley this will be an impact to the tax payers. Ayes: Councilor 
Paul Briggs, Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Jackie Hall, Councilor Kevin McDermott, 
Nayes: Mayor Scott Keigley. 

2. Updates: The Water System contractor is active again.  The bacteria test past but 
there is too much chlorine and adding more water to the reservoir to dilute it.  There 
are some issues with the well pumping up to the reservoir; they are meeting 
tomorrow at 10am to troubleshoot. The programming is not complete yet. The 
water meter doesn’t work correctly and there are some other electronic issues that 
need to be replaced.  We should meet the December 1st deadline. The previous 
owner walked away approximately 3 weeks ago and system was not treated; he let 
go of his operator.  

3. Pay Requests: Bonestroo –  $3061.45   
4. Ellingson Change Order: there are some additional unforeseen fees for the project, 

there are also some fees that came in lower than estimated.  There may be 
approximately $30,000 in overages at the end of the project. PFA requires change 
orders for overruns on a project. Some over and some under runs a temperature 
probe was shown on the map but not included in bids, there was rock that was not 
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expected, and added services,  underestimated the 6 inch pipe required and had to add 
additional. There will also be a deduct plan that will be figured in the end.  It amends 
the contract which allows us to pay for the overruns.  The contract was for 2.165 
million will be around 2.195 million which is 1.5% or about 30,000 of the contract. PFA 
requires the change order to be approved prior to changing the order. Topsoil 
overran as well, added some pavement, and adjusted valves that we didn’t know 
were there.  Councilor Paul Briggs motioned to approve the change order, 
Councilor Jackie Hall second: discussion: there was a 5% overrun projected.  There 
will be deducts coming. Ayes: Councilor Paul Briggs, Councilor Jackie Hall, 
Councilor Brian Breider, Councilor Kevin McDermott, Nayes: Mayor Scott Keigley, 
motion carried. 

5. Water Operator Equipment:  Tim needs tools and equipment necessary for the water 
project. Approximate costs for purchase of tools: Pipe & cable locater: $2,500, Marker 
flags: $100.00 per 1000, Marking wand: $50.00, APWA marking paint: $150 per 24 cans, 
Curb stop key: $50, Hydrant wrench: $20, Gate valve wrench: $65, and Still need: 
Call list contacts & on call coverage. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to spend up to 
$3000 to pay the cost of the tools, Councilor Kevin McDermott second, discussion: 
try to run through project all in favor, motion carried.   

6. Water as a heat source: how can the city track if residents are using water for their heat    
source; cold weather rule for service shut off for nonpayment.  Attorney Fred Suhler; cold 
weather rule applies to the energy not the water, but will look into it.  

VI. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & COMMUNICATIONS* 
A. Riverwood IV Outlot A:  a farmer planted in the city outlot this year, to make sure this doesn’t 

happen again it is being requested that the area be marked.  Councilor Brian Breider there is a 
parcel between three lots, the farmers would hay, mow it, and then the land was sold and they 
planted corn and was spraying and the homeowners put stakes and then the corn grew and the 
stakes were combined.  The city owns the outlot. City Engineer Joe Palen; the pins could be 
marked if they were not disturbed. Could put fence poles to mark, it should be seeded, and 
marked with signs. If can find the pins it would be $200, if have to reestablish them it would be 
more, send it to parks to see if they want to put posts in. City Engineer Joe Palen will try to 
locate the pins. 

B. People’s Coop – Operation Round up; how much should the city request and what projects 
should we put the request in for.  Bring back at the December 7th meeting if there is ideas. 

C. Bow Hunting Permit within City Limits request:  Patricia Shields is requesting a permit to bow 
hunt within city limits. She lives on the south end of MN Ave.: there are many deer, damage 
from them on her yard, she is bow proficient and familiar deer hunting, she knows the area well 
and there is a number of deer in the field next to her home. Carl Stolp has given permission to 
hunt his land; she would be licensed, to do so.  Bow is not a 70 lb bow, that would damage 
others property.  Attorney Fred Suhler; may have to change the Ordinance to allow in certain 
circumstances and would want to include some specifications.  
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS* 
1. Flooded Homes:  Ottman Excavating Debris Removal bids: $7729, $5717, $3367.  Sunshine 

Sanitation: 20 dumpsters $9000 or $29,000 if loads are required to be dumped at MSW. 
Should be assumed, there is lead or asbestos.  Attorney Fred Suhler if someone’s house 
burned, or wind blew it down it would be property owner’s responsibility.  If don’t do 
something then there are state laws and Ordinances that would assess the cost to the 
property. The public will not get reimbursed.  Councilor Kevin McDermott entertained 
getting quotes, fire or wind insurance would cover damages but not the flood, we are looking 
at a way to try to help the people, look at all avenues that the city can help or through 
FEMA can get it cleaned up. With hazard mitigation there is nothing but green space after. 
FEMA meeting is tomorrow, Attorney Fred Suhler may have to pay for what you may 
decide to do, the city can do something, and they just need to figure out how to pay for it.  
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Zumbro Falls; how are they doing it?  The DNR 50/ 50; the city would have to come up 
with half, residents need to go to the city to apply and the city would be responsible for 
half. Councilor Paul Briggs is frustrated and will pursue through phone calls and emails, 
Michelle Quandt; just because you apply doesn’t mean you have to accept the option. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to not have the debris removal and that we apply for the 
50/ 50 split, Councilor Paul Briggs second, discussion: how would the city pay the other 
50? The city only has to December 13th  to file, all in favor, motion carried. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS* 
1. Flood Donations:  

• Goodhue Lions Club; $1000  
• People’s Coop; $5500 
• DOGR $1000 
Survey work $800 and clean-up. 

 
IX. CONSENT AGENDA* 

A. APPROVED BUILDING PERMITS* 
1. Ray Gallie    1220 5th Road NW   flood repairs 
2. Dominic Taylor  110 E Center     flood repairs 
3. Paul Pendergrass  105 MN Ave. N    gas meter & line 

  
B. TASK LIST 

Close:  the park repair in Caryl Cowden Park, well house access, 6-21 storm dam, fee for 
shelter. 
 

C. MEETING MINUTES  
1. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes – 10-18-2010 
2. Special City Council Meeting Minutes – 11-9-2010 

 
D. FINANCIALS 

1. MBIA Account Summaries 
2. Budget – available at the office to view 
3. Accounts Payable  
4. Accounts Receivable   
5. Transaction Report 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve the consent agenda, Councilor Paul 
Briggs, second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
Mayor Scott Keigley closed the regular for closed session at 7:35pm and will reopen at 7:40pm 

   for the closed session. 
 

X. CLOSED SESSION 
 Mayor Scott Keigley closed the closed session and reopened the regular city council meeting at 
9:07pm, Mayor Scott Keigley opened at 9:08pm the closed was to discuss litigation and possible 
settlement. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to close the Regular CC meeting at 9:09pm, Councilor 
Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
______________________                 ________________________     City Clerk                                                      

 Mayor 
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