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City of Oronoco 
Regular Council Meeting Agenda 

January 17, 2007 
7:00pm 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Scott Keigley called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm  
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 All Council Present 
 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Additions: V. G. 1.  Report on Meeting with City Engineer 
  V. I.  4.  West Frontage Road Feasibility Study 

VIII. B.  Feed Lot Ordinance for City of Oronoco 
         C.  Items from Personnel Committee Mtg. 
  a)  Credit Card 
  b)  Bill Paying 
  c)  Transfers in MBIA 
  d)  Building Permits 
  e)  Oversight on Committee Bids/Invoices, etc. 
  f)  2007 Budget 
  g)  Reminder on Agenda/Newsletter Submittal Deadlines 

D.  Olmsted County Smoking Ordinance 
Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to approve the agenda, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, 
motion carried.  

 
V. CITY DEPARTMENT & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. OCSO  
No report given 
 

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT ~ John Stolp, Fire Chief   
 1. Runs:  1 in Township, and 1 in the City 
 2. Grants Applied For: 
  a)  Firefighter Assistance Grant (FEMA-Homeland Security) 

Grant to replace air Pacs to be 2002 compliant, and a system to refill tanks.   
  b)  People’s Cooperative Grant 

For turn out gear storage and training. 
 3. Outcome on Meeting with Pine Island Fire 

Pine Island is unsatisfied with dual page to Township with Oronoco.  John Stolp, Fire Chief sent letter to 
Olmsted County removing Oronoco Fire to be taken off dual page.  Mr. Stolp has set up meetings with 
Olmsted County Sheriff Steve Borchardt and Rochester Fire Chief, Dave Kaplar; Mayor Scott Keigley will 
attend those meetings with Mr. Stolp.  Mr. Stolp read his letter to Gary Mileneau which takes Oronoco off 
dual page; and Oronoco will only respond to Oronoco Township calls if Pine Island calls Oronoco in.  The 
City of Oronoco is still covered during the day with Rochester through Olmsted County mutual aide.  Mayor 
Scott Keigley motioned to support John Stolp, Fire Chief and his actions, Councilor Jackie Hall 
second; all in favor, motion carried.  The response time from Rochester vs. Pine Island were discussed.  
Zumbro Valley Mutual Aide Agreement covers allows Pine Island and Oronoco to call one another in.   

4. There are some older pagers that went bad.  Needs to take old ones down for repair; however if unfixable, 
asked to get at least 2 new ones.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to purchase 2 pagers taken out of 
Radios Budget, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.   
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C. 1st RESPONDERS ~ Gwen Holt, 1st Responder Director  
 1. Runs: Total  Township, City (this info will be available in next months meeting) 
 2. Encumber $1,000 training leftover from 2006 budget 
  Requesting to encumber the training budget from last year, to this year.  Mayor Scott Keigley  motioned 

to encumber the training, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion  carried.   
3. Time to bill the township again.  Dual responds with Pine Island.  Dollar amount decided on years ago was 

$5,000.  Previous to last year it was $4,000.  Mrs. Holt does not have a firm opinion on an increase.  Call rate 
is usually 3:1.  They’ve had reduced call volume on Hwy. 52 now (they’ve only had 3 calls on Hwy 52 since 
the project began).  As far as Gwen knows, there are no issues with Pine Island.  There is no written 
agreement with Pine Island response.  The City of Oronoco is primary responder in Oronoco Township.  
Dual calls with Pine Island on Hwy. 52 accidents. Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to bill $6,000 to 
Oronoco Township, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; DISCUSSION:  Get together with Township to 
have agreement on this (services, cost, type of calls).  Runs in Oronoco Township are more than half of calls 
vs. city.  They have an annual meeting in March.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 
D. EOC ~ Dennis Blanck, EOC Director 

1. Radio situation…cost is closer to $3,000.  Classes coming up ($ set aside won’t even cover the 1 class).  Mr. 
Blanck will bring information as soon as it is received.  Olmsted County working on exact type of radio that 
he needs. 

 
E. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS 

1. Ordinance Violations* 
 Letter dated Nov. 2nd  
 This was sent certified.  Criminal citation (ticket them).  City Attorney Tom Canan suggested that a meeting 

with County Attorney top 5 issues and make sure have documents.  Mayor Scott Keigley issue citation on 
Nov. 12th letter on that property, Councilor Tom Novak second; DISCUSSION:  Clean up is all outdoors. 
Criminal court can give extension.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 Letter dated Jan. 8th 
  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned on this property that if no contact has been made with city hall and the 

violation remains on Friday January 19, 2007, OCSO will ticket, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried.  Both properties are documented and have been sent certified. 

 
F. PLANNING & ZONING 

1. Planning & Zoning Commission Report* (see email) 
 a) Annual Report* 

 Turnover appears new crew is solid.  Vacancy on board, one application received.   
 b)  Doug Gillard Appointment to P & Z 

Councilor Tom Novak motioned to approve Mr. Gillard on P & Z, Councilor Scott Keigley second; 
DISCUSSION:  Mr. Gillard is an enthusiastic and long term resident.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 c)  Committee Appointments 
 Mr. Riess has taken on Vice Chair 
 d)  Sign Ordinance 

P & Z Working on this. 
 e)  Public Hearing on Munson/Hall Lot Split on Feb. 6th @ 6:30PM 
 f)  Public Hearing on Munson/Hall Zone Change on Feb. 6th @ 6:45PM 
 g)  New member training will be in March.   

 3. Summary of Applications* 
  Lots that remain, 9 years of open lots remain. Developers have to bear all the costs, and the City is not 

 liable for open lots.   
 4. Whittington Acres 
  Option 1 Do Nothing 
  Option 2 Incurred Fees, development go by wayside 
  Option 3 Breached Agreement, money paid and court order to do what they promised to do. 
  Quasi contract can make argument.    
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 Assess fees to property taxes to recover the costs.  The City has good housing stock.  City Attorney Tom 
Canan will look into the process.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned to have City Attorney Tom Canan 
call Milestone first, and if non-responsive, go with assessing the costs to property taxes; Mayor Scott 
Keigley second; DISCUSSION:  Statutes aren’t clear what is suppose to happen.  The plat has 1 year from 
approval to be recorded; which will be June 19, 2007. All in favor, motion carried.   

 
G. LAKE SHADY ~ Katie Dudley, Lake Shady Committee Chair  

1. Report on Meeting with City Engineer 
 Well attended meeting on January 16th.  Reviewed scenarios, identified grant sources (more promising 

opportunities MPCA Clean Water Partnership, Clean Water Act, MN Clean Water Legacy); recommended 
targeting MPCA to fund a study on what could be done with improvements associated with the Lake.  
Applications come out in July and due in September.  Vision of the committee is to move forward. 
Contractors may be interested in what materials lie under the Lake (mining) and will obtain existing 
information on the Hwy 52 work.).  Fund formulation of approach, gathering soil bearing data, (looking at 
$1,000-$1,500) and done on an hourly basis.  Committee Rep Councilor Kevin McDermott suggested the 
Lake Shady Special Fund be used.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to have engineer move 
forward on the inquiries and authorize up to $1,500 for their services, Councilor Jackie Hall second; 
DISCUSSION:  City Attorney Tom Canan if contractor goes out on ice, would they need authorization by 
DNR?  If contractor has to have permit, it will be done at their own expense. All in favor, motion carried.   

 
H. PARKS & TRAILS ~ Adam Brase, Parks & Trails Committee Chair  

1. Eagle Scout Project Update (Jarrett Abeinstien)* 
Jarrett unable to attend. 

2. River Park Gazebo Cost Overrun 
Originally budget was for $2,000 on the lumber.  Installation from Pine Island High School.  Bill received 
$4,417.00 (more than original quote).  School district made modification to plan without receiving 
authorization.  They have reviewed it, and returned a number of items that were not credited back.  Still some 
question on what the total bill should be. The Parks Committee did not authorize the cost overruns.  Adam 
Brase, Parks Committee Chair recommended that the amount be finalized.  Joe Lonzo talked to Travis 
Waltman (owner of Lumber Co.).  Returns should be reflected on next month’s statement.  Everything on 
that original invoice is on the structure.  In Mr. Lonzo’s opinion, the structure does not look good, and needs 
to be straightened out.  It was over constructed but not square or level.  The school district was provided with 
the original plans.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to contact the school and explain that it is not 
square, have them come back look at and as part of the final project fix it.  Review what was used to 
do inventory.  Rochester Lumber made first delivery months ago and shouldn’t be punished for 
nonpayment.  Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  Councilor Jackie Hall 
motioned to pay $2,000 to Rochester Lumber, Mayor Scott Keigley second; DISCUSSION:  Cost 
overrun needs to be discussed with the school.  All in favor, motion carried.     

3. Matt Jennissen new chair 
Adam will still serve on the committee.  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to accept Matt as chair, even 
though he is in Township, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.    

4. Boundaries on 1st Avenue SE defined in resolution 02-11* 
Construction equipment parked on it now.  Originally 100’ road. 

   
I. STREETS & ROADS 
 1. Riverwood Hills Roads-Update 

Reviewed email received today from Dan Fitzpatrick.  Issue between People’s Cooperative and Dan 
Fitzpatrick.  

 2. Traffic Study on 3rd Ave SW* 
Traffic Count completed and there was an average of 1,046 cars per day traveling on this day: County 12 
receiving just over 840 cars per day; anything over 200 cars per day should have bituminous.  Hump in 3rd 
Avenue and the width is an issue (barely wide enough).  Discussed this with the City Engineer.  A Water line 
is going in between house on other side and Farm on west side of 3rd Avenue.   

 3. Taking Over Roads in River Park Subdivision* 
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 Mr. Joe Lonzo, Project Manager for River Park Subdivision.  Winter and plowing are issues.  One more lift 
of asphalt needs to be done, but doesn’t want to put final lift on until more construction is done; which would 
save on the road impact.  And it is built at least as good, if not better than other roads in Oronoco, meets 
Rochester City specs.  The City doesn’t want to set a precedent by taking in roads that aren’t complete (i.e.: 
the second lift).  Mr. Lonzo included that everyone out there is paying taxes in the City of Oronoco; they’re 
looking at it this way that the second lift shouldn’t be put on until more construction is completed; and, 
technically, the road is done; City has roads that are gravel.  There’s no city specification for roads in 
Oronoco.  City Engineer Joe Palen stated that the wearing surface of the roads are constructed per 
construction plans.  It’s perfectly normal for a road to sit for a year or 2 years, and that construction traffic 
mars the road.   The additional layer would provide for more strength.  It was determined that the remainder 
of structural pavement construction should be completed. Also, check on the time frame of when the wear 
course has to be put on the base, and if there’s anything on the maintenance timeframe (a part of developer’s 
agreement)?    

 4. West Frontage Road Feasibility Study 
 City Engineer Joe Palen and Mayor Scott Keigley spoke about this at their meeting.  Feasibility report is a 

means of illustrating proposed improvements to the property, and then present the concept to property owner 
and work with him and acquire a consensus on what should be put out there.  It is being proposed to initiate 
the project on an hourly basis (preliminary design work); the City would receive credit back because the 
preliminary fee is already done; approximately $5,000 to complete the report.  This is a tool to initiate the 
project; incorporates numerous issues, and possibly a ghost plat.  Issues of lack of infrastructure is also 
looked at in the study.  Clarified that this project isn’t being done instead of, 3rd avenue improvements.  
Councilor Tom Novak motioned to a feasibility study for a west frontage road, Councilor Brian 
Breider second; all in favor, motion carried.  3rd Avenue could be rolled into this feasibility study as well 
(which can also be assessed, and assessed and deferred).  This can be discussed in the CIP Plan.  City 
Attorney Tom Canan suggested that it makes sense to do this at the same time.  Councilor Tom Novak 
motioned to roll the 3rd Avenue Study into the West frontage road feasibility study, Mayor Scott 
Keigley second; all in favor, motion carried.  Lynn Benrud asked for short term plan on 3rd Avenue.  
Councilor Scott Keigley suggested as soon as Spring Thaw is out.   

 
J. WATER & SEWER 
 1. REMINDER:  Septic Workshop January 23rd from 7:00PM-8:30PM 
  Very informative and he’s a very good speaker. 
 
K. COMMUNITY CENTER  

Repainted Halls 
  
L. DOWNTOWN ORONOCO GOLD RUSH DAYS  
 Appointed Councilor Jackie Hall as Treasurer, Joanne McDermott secretary.  Authorized memorial for Jeff 

Peterson park bench and plaque.   
 
M. HIGHWAY 52 
  

Break at 8:55PM 
Reconvene at 9:00PM 
 
VI. PUBLIC FORUM 

1.  Barbara Smallbrock – Oronoco Area History Center 
Now has certificate from Secretary of State.  And is requesting a room:  Discussion points included: 

 Where DOGR items will go. 
 Hours of operation (maybe one day a week to begin with, it would never be unattended). 
 City Attorney Tom Canan suggested speaking to insurance company.  
 Does it set precedence to other groups? 
 Maybe a simple lease for the time being (City doesn’t want any liability with this).   
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 A simple lease could include $1 per year, 1 year term, expectations to City (room, utilities, parking, 
garbage, keys, no mandatory admission charge).   

Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to have City Attorney Tom Canan draw up lease, Councilor Tom 
Novak second; all in favor, motion carried.    

 
  

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. CITY ENGINEER RATE INCREASE FOR 2007 

City Engineer Joe Palen rate increase was going up 5%.  Councilor Brian Breider motioned to keep 
Bonestroo on as city engineer, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.    

B. SET CIP DATE* 
February 28th at 6:30PM, Council will decide for sure. 

C. 2007 IRS TAX MILEAGE RATE* 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to go with 2007 Federal standard on IRS tax mileage; all in favor, motion 
carried.  

D. COST REIMBURSEMENT & SECURITY AGREEMENT FOR DEVLEOPERS* 
City Engineer Joe Palen brought to Council from Carver, determine for each developer what will apply.  The idea 
is to have this in front of the developer before he ever begins process.  (Enforceable agreement).  Intended to take 
on early costs, and development agreement covers cost later on.  Councilor Kevin McDermott motioned to 
accept the agreement, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

E. JUNK YARD 
No report 

F. DANGEROUS DOG ORDINANCE 
Nothing new:  Need one.  Not the only city to face this dilemma.  City Clerk Cheryl Nymann will provide a 
Fresh Copy for next meeting. 

  
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. ANNUAL CONFERENCES FOR CITY CLERK 
1. MCFOA Annual Conference in Alexandria March 6-9 and the Clerk’s Institute in July will be my  3rd 
Year (and last year) in Minneapolis July 9th-13th.  I’ve applied for grants to both conferences.   

Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to have Cheryl attend conferences, Councilor Kevin McDermott 
second; all in favor, motion carried.   City Clerk Cheryl Nymann has also applied for grants to defray some 
of the registration costs on these conferences. 

B. Feed Lot Ordinance for City of Oronoco 
 Mayor Scott Keigley stated other Cities in the area that they have adopted Ordinances limiting feedlots within 1 

mile of city limits.  Anytime going outside city limits, there are other issues to consider with the Township.  City 
Clerk Cheryl Nymann will get samples for next meeting, to do 1st reading and schedule a public hearing. 

C. Items from Personnel Committee Mtg. 
1)  Credit Card 
 City Clerk Cheryl Nymann is only authorized to use; only 3 employees, and if something needs to be picked 

up, she has to break away to do it. They all come one the same bill.  Councilor Kevin McDermott 
motioned to give all employees credit cards, Councilor Jackie Hall second all in favor, motion carried.    

2)  Bill Paying 
To avoid late fees, Tom Cummings says its standard practice with cities.  Councilor Jackie Hall motioned 
pay bills to avoid late fees, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all in favor, motion carried.   

3)  Transfers in MBIA 
City’s 4M account.  Sandy is bonded and can do this to free up Cheryl’s time.  Mayor Scott Keigley 
motioned to allow Sandy to transfer money in MBIA account, Councilor Kevin McDermott second; all 
in favor, motion carried.   City Clerk Cheryl Nymann reviews financials on a regular basis. 

4)  Building Permits 
City Clerk Cheryl Nymann signs and 2 members of Council, in her absence someone should be authorized to 
do this.  Councilor Tom Novak motioned to have Sandy sign building permits in Mrs. Nymann’s 
absence, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion carried.  

5)  Oversight on Committee Bids/Invoices, etc. 
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Tom Cummings said committees have no authorization to expend money.  They need to come before 
Council with purchases. 

6)  2007 Budget 
The changes to 2007 budget gone over with Tom Cummings, and Mayor Scott Keigley. Mayor Scott 
Keigley motioned to approve 2007 budget with these changes, Councilor Tom Novak second; all in 
favor, motion carried.  

7)  Reminder on Agenda/Newsletter Submittal Deadlines 
 Reminder that submittal deadline followed by everyone. 

D.  Olmsted County Smoking Ordinance 
 Richard Hawkins 
 Ordinance from Olmsted County Health Department to expand their non smoking ordinance to bars, vehicles, 

etc. The Olmsted County Tavern Association is asking the City to sign petition to ask County Commissioners to 
keep the Ordinance as is.  If expanded this would have an adverse effect on the charitable gaming funds.  The 
charitable gaming funds allocate money to youth programs, historical societies, even the City of Oronoco.  If 
expanded it would also take away choices for business owners. This is a personal choice issue that should not be 
made by government (research completed by S & G). The Post Bulletin also endorses the current Ordinance, not 
expanding it.  Surrounding Cities have endorsed leaving the Ordinance as is.  .  Mayor Scott Keigley motioned 
to support current Ordinance in Olmsted County as stated now, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in 
favor, motion carried.  

 
 
IX. PETITIONS, REQUESTS, & CO  MMUNICATIONS 

A. LETTER TO DAN FITZPATRICK (FYI) 
Developer agrees to set aside money.  There’s unknown on City fee incurs from its Engineer, on variables with 
the Developer.  City has authority to encumber more funds per development agreement.  Engineer modifies 
billing.  Notify Dan to attend February meeting.  Tom Cummings suggested have engineer and attorney directly 
bill the developer.    

 
 
X. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. MEETING MINUTES* 
1. 12-18-2006 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
2. 1-3-2007 Special City Council Meeting Minutes 

B. BUILDING PERMITS 
 1.  Guy Griesmann  460 Sunny View LN SW  Basement Finish 
C.  FINANCIALS* 

1. Year End 2006 Budget 
2. MBIZ Account Summaries 
3. Transaction Detail By Account 
4. Accounts Payable 
5. Accounts Receivable 

Comments from Brian Breider on A/R last page, and will get together with City Clerk Cheryl Nymann for financial 
accounts explanations. 
Mayor Scott Keigley motioned to approve consent agenda, Councilor Jackie Hall second; all in favor, motion 
carried.   

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 Councilor Jackie Hall motioned to adjourn at 10:00PM, Mayor Scott Keigley second; all in favor,  motion 
 carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
________________________________   __________________________________________ 
Scott Keigley, Mayor      Cheryl Nymann, City Clerk / Treasurer 


